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IT0 NIQHT. without boots, but a dead maxn cannot do with- stai
out a cofin." the

How ort, 0 Itight, my upward Stance ifilVery true,"1 remarked Adrian; -9however, liIk
Te turned tWward tliy wide expanse;i the live mfan bas not got wherewlt.h 10 pay tabl
Caimanesq and beauty round me shine, for bis boots, one cannot take ht amies lnubhen dec
Yet tumuit stirs this heart of mine. If h- gose barefooted, but a dead beggar bas a frie

coffn gratis."1 ope
Ye'tars, who know my secret pain, Tui this manner they conversed for smre time. ing
Nor htear, unmoved, the mournful strain; At test the bortmaksr rose, and takixig leave of phe
The coldest heart on earth muet gaze the undertaker, renewed bis Invitation. &sel
Enchanted on your beaming ra's 1 The next day at twelve o'clock precisely, the olli

Yen; yu m loe, nd ou an nowutîdertaker and hls daughterfl passed tbrough al
Ye; on tarfo loveant yu ca know; the vichet of the newly bougbt bouse on their tha

A.nd, hidden ln your mantel, bear at' egorcul.1sa n dcrb nt

Those tears for me, their griefs to shars!1 elther the Russlan cxfanO of Adrian Proboroif;ilm]
or the European. attire of Akulina and Dari, usu

Thou, vith thy tbousand eyes, cans soec, departing lni this respect from the nov so pre- che
The griefs, the tears, 1 trust to thee; valent custom among novehists. 1 do not how- anÈ
And tbou, a as ! a useless frelght, ever, oonsider it superfuouss b rernark, that me
Bear to my love the gifi., O Nlght! both young ladies wore ysliow bonnet.s and red fro

shoes; this tbey dld oniy on grand occasions. to'q
O -The amatl dwellng of the bootmaker vas vil

filled wltb guests, who chiefly conmsted of Ger- foc
T HE TA LES 0F BE LK IN. man artisans, their wlves, and their worknsen; tai

of Russiati .mpioygg there vas but ene, the. thE
FROX TURU II0F ALEXANDER SERGUEr- Estiionlan, Yoorko the vatchusan, who had, lihal

VITCH POlusuKiNi. spts of i lowiy calllng, managed io soeure the vi
special good-vihl of bis bout. He bad srved ln Tih

III.-THE UNDERTAKER. Ibis capacty for flve-and-twenty years, fitb- be
fally and houestly, lîke the postinan t of Poga- th(

Ibo lsst of the gootis and chattels of the un- relsy. The flre of 1812, vbich destroyed the cal
detaker, Adrian Proborofi', were heapeti into chief capital, anniiliateti also hie yellow vat ch- Wa
the bearse, and a pair of lean bormes draggsd il box. But as soon as the snemy vas expellsd, a PSi
&long for the forth time (romn the Basmanaja W nsv one appeared lxi il stead; it vas grey, Ai
the Nlkitsokaja, for to the latter treet the under- witb smali white Dornc pitiars, and Yoorko in hif
taker vas removing with ail bis houssbold. grey cloth armour and axe v as agate seen soi
Havlng close. ishl olti shop, be nailed a notice paclng before IL. Almoat ail the Germans who. vu
Wo the door, btb e effect that the premîses vers liveti la the vlcinity of the Nikltmky gates knew Ad

to be sold. or lt, and starteti off on foot Wo bis hlm, and nmre had even ohanoed Wo spend Po
new abode. He was surprlsed Wt finit on ap- *the night of Sanday to Moxiday mornlng auder ho
proaciiing the littîs yellov bonse, wbich bad no bis roof. Adriaxi bastefled to make bls acquain- ab
long taken his fancy andi which ho had at last tance as ho voulti that cf a maxi cf vhom ho 10

bougbt for a considerable su ,tbat be dld not réel might stand ln neeti, sooner or lter, and vhen fa'
ln good spirits. Having crossed the nev threshold the guesta took their saIs at dinner, tbsy mt
and fiuding bis new abode in great confusion, next tW each other. Monsieur and Madame a1
ho slghed aI the recoWcton of the oid hovet, Scliuiz and Iheir daughter Lotchen, who had iw
vheve during elghteen yearm everythiiig had oseen but seventeen aummers, vhilst dinleg with 1
beexi coxiduct.ed with the atrtcteat regularity, and anid enterttaing their gues, asmstsd tb. cook Tt
he scoidsd his daughters anti the maid-ot. ait- W vwatt upoxi thora. Boer floveti. Yoorko ate emi
work for their dul.atorinsm, andi set Wo, asslstlng for four; Adian did flot code W hlm; hlm fa
them himmeif. Order vas oon establisheti; daughtershovevet', toti on ceremony. The con- ro
the sacred iImage-case, the dresser wlth the versatiom kept np le the German language, vas ai
crocksry, the table, sofa, and bed, eccupled, tbe becomlng louderand louder. Suddsnly the hout ro
corners assigxied W Lthora ln the back recta; la begged for a few moments' attention, and drav- in
the kltchen andi the mttieg-room vas p'aced the iug the oork of a dealed botte, exclalmed ln a b
master's handlwork, vbleh oons'slsd of collins tond voles, lni Ruaian : iiThe health of uny go ai.
or ail sizes and colons, andi the cuphoards vers Louima 1 l The so-calieti champagne sparkted. in
fIlhed with mourning cloaki and torches. Over The boat tenderiy kisseti thb fresb face of bis bi
the gale appeared a ign.board, representing a forty-yean-olti helpmats, and the guesdtirank hi
corpulent cupiti holding a reverse to rcb, vltb noisily W tbe bealtb of the gooti Louima. stThe te
the Inscription: HIERE ARE SOL» AND ORNA- bealh o f my amitable gues:s?"Ilsxclaimed the al
KKNTF.D PLAIN AND PAINTED COFFINS ALso bost, openlng a second bottie. Aud bis guesta te
LET OUT ON RIRE, AN» OLD ONES REPAIRE». thanked hhlm, andi again drainedti Ibir glassea. lp
The girls reti radt their room, anti Adrian bav- Here toast foowed upon toast; the bealtb efthb
ing inspected his dvellieg, mat down by the sach Suent vas drunk ssparately; tbey toastsdta t
wlndow, andi ordered the samovar tale sgo& Moscov anti an entlns tiozexiocf utile Germanet
ready. twvns, ail corporations lxi gexieral, anti sach oesp

The enligbtened reader la avare that both lni particular; Ihsy drank Wo masters, andt hey ri
Shakespeare anti Waller ScoIt representedt heir drank to foremen. Adrian dnank sedulouaty, m
grave-dlgg ra as cheerful andi Jocose persons, lni anti vas mc elateti that he hiaelf propomed n
order Wo stnike our Imagination more forcibly by some Jocular toast. Sutidenly, one5 of the guests, tl
the contrnst. Ot Of regard Wo truîb, bowever, a fat baker, ralmeti bis glass, and excimeti: a
vs cannot foltow their example, and are comn- 6"To the hesltb cof those vs vork for uuserer a
peliedt admît that the disupositioni ot our under- RuncUute!"' This proposai, like ail the others, a
taker ftull.Y currespondted wltb bis mournful eal- vas joyously anti nnimously applaudeti. The q~
lng. Adriaxi Proborof vas hablîu9aIlY ullen guests saluted ach other, the talor boy- b
anti thoughtftit. Hie silence mlghî occaslonaily sd tW the bootraaker, the bootmaker 10 theo
be broksui for the sols purpose cf seolding bis taller, t.he baker W both ; ail tethie baker, andti
daflgbterlvhen hie ebanedt Wfindt tem Idie, n0on. Yoorko, li the midst cf these rmutual
ganlng ont cf the wlndov at the passers-by, or salutations, exclaimeti, tunnng Wo bis nelgb-v
asklltg au exorbitant pries for bis gooda, of bour :
those wbo bad tbe mistortune and sometimes 41Witat, nov ? drink, air, te tbe healtb cof tbyt
also the gooti fortune) Wo require tbsm. Tbus it deati cnes."l
bappenedt lat'Adian, now slpplng bis evsnlh AU laughed, but thýe undertaken consldening z
cup of tes, vas as usual suaik lni melancboiy re- bimmeif affronteti became salien. Nobody no- 1
fiections. Ho sh.iught of the pcurng raie tioed hlmi; the party continueti ils carouge, anti9
vbicb roll1ea, the very ouset cf tbe retiti Bn-r the bele bati alrsady rang for veapers vhsn aIl t
gadier's funeral the previous veek. Many rose8 (rORm table.t
mouuning loaka haati shrunk lni consequence, The gonate disperseti at a laIs heur, and month
and many haIs hati been spoied. He foresav cf thorm vers elevateti. The fat baker anti the1
unavoldabîs expen<itnrs, for bis olti stock cf bookblntier, whose face appeared as If beun inlxi
mourning attire had tallen imb a pitiful con- red monecce, ted Yoorko betwsen tbsm ta bis1
ditlon. Ho hoped Wo charge a gooti round itnm box, earnying ont lxi Ibis ase the Russian pro-
aeàthe funeral cf tbe menebant Truhin's otti verb: A debt la nendered honorable by psy-1
vire, who hati nov been neanly a year attieatb'm ment, The nedertaker neturneti home tipey1
door. But the olti voman lay dylng aiRass- anti wratbful. "'Wby, indeeti," reasoneti ho
goulaï, and Prohoroff tearetileteho bors, net- alenti :"vb wy is my eraft verse Iban any other?
withstanding their promise, vould neglet o la an undertaken, thon, brother to an exeen-

enti for hlm al Ihat distance, anti voulti come hloner ? Wthati Ib te heathens ta tangb aIt
W btrmes vith the nearemt untiertaker. lsau anuxdertaker a Christmas harlequinT 1I

Theme meditations voe unexpectetiy dis- rueant te have asked the va W a-house-varming,1
turboti by Ibres freeason-lîke tape at the tW have given tbem a (ést ; but lett hora watti
doon. tilt tbê el etIL.Anti 1 #hall nov invite insteati-

'- Who le therst?"l aketi Prohoroflr thoefur vhcm 1 vork, My ortbotiex deat.p"
The doocropensti, antia manien vhom the Ger. 46 What, ti?"Ilaidtheb.maii, vho vas pult-

man artisan vas recognîsetiait a glances, vaked Ilng et bis boots, 44vhat denI hhou iaik about?-
Lu, anti cheerflly approsohedthelb untiertt. ker. Mako the sign cf the cross i To aàk tb. dea to

-Pardon me, my dea noneghbour," emti lis, a heuse-warmlng 1 What berr!"I
li Ibat BRuman diaisct vhleh vo cannat i hîmIs1"BY-I mhalt Uak them," continusti Adrian.;

- -v41oul mmti. "Padon my int.rndiug '9sT shal Ask tbem at once, fr Io-morno

6ioneti aI the gales cf the bouse vbsne lay foi
adefunct ; tratiesi seple vene golng lin anti ont, tiri
, rayons at Iheir prey. The corps lay on a ale
le, yello a vax, but net ysî disfigured by si
compouition. Relations, nslghbors, anti
ends erowieti arounti. Ai the wixitoves sooti
en; candies vers bnrning; prisIs vers neati-
gprayera. Adnian vent up W Tnnhin's ne- sai
mvw, a yenng merchant le a fashioxiable ceaI,
urei hlm that thee <olne antles, pall, anti
ber funerai furelture, vonîti be dellvered vllb
1punctualiy anti vithont fail. Tbe heir

mxiketi hm absontly, saylng tbat behonîtil
I bargain about the e îpense, but shoutd trust
piicitly to hie conscience. The underlaker, as
sal, avons that ho voulti net ovenchange ; ex- tic
mengeti a signîflcant glance ltb bis vonkinen, lb
il started offt W makre the necssary arrange- lb
ixita. The whole day vas spent dniving Wo anti te:
Dbetveon Rasgonlaï anti the Nikltsky gales ; la,
ranrds evenieg, ait being arranged, ho settled bc
lbh bis driver, anti returneti bomevards on se
ot. Il vas s moonluht nlgbt. The unden- ma
wksr bati afely neachedth ie Nikltsky galeP. At no
te (Jbrcb cf the Ascension, oun Mrenti Yaorko lei
ltied hlm, anti on reognlsIng tho uxitentaken .iu
sbhed hlm gcod..nlght. ltvas gettIng late, ut
ho uxitertaker!was spprcachlng bis bouse, vison 1e
B uddenly fancisti ho 55w one xieaning il, openl hi
te vicet, pass thnongh, anti ditappean. siWbab (
en Ibis mean?7"Iltbongbt Adnian:- diWho leis i M
ante me again? Clan il ho a tibefT Do lovons V
nrhape vîsît, my milly girls'? Il bodes evil 11" t1
nd tbe unertaker vas on the point cf callng je
s frientiYoerko cee W hlid. JusIthon ct
mre cîber person approschedthelb. vekel andti ~
a about Wo enter, but, oni iecomi ng avare that SI
frise vas nearlug harrletily, Ibis person stop- ft
ti, anti nalset iemceketi bat; Adnian fancieti R
e knev th. face, but vas not, lui bis baste, w
ble We examine il ctossty. ;«Yen vere coming f<
)me," sait Atian, breatbiessly; iddo me thse f(
ver tu, stop lI." n
"sNo cenomoies. fMenti," malti the etranger, li E
bollo v vle; "valk on, shov thy guests thse a

ay109t
There was ne lime We stand on Ceremany. f]
'he vlekel stooti open, Atian vent np thee
taînesse, the person folloving hlm. Adise î
enciedti hah people vers valing about bisn

ooms. siWhat tievly le Ibis 1Il îbougbt ho,
id burried In-but bore hlm legs gave vay. The u
ocm vas fult of tiead people. Tise mccxi shin- u
mg lhrough the vlndovm, lit Up Ibeir yettcv antid
lue faces, sunken menths, dmi1 balf-elosect eyes
euti protrudlng noses. Atirian recogniseti
ntIhera, vlth droati, people vho bati beexi
)uriet i tb bis aid ; and tihe b.gnusthom te t
iat precedeti, tise Brigadier vbo hati been in.i-
krned turing lise pennleg nain. AIllise vomexir
ti mon assembleti, snrnonndod the under- t
eker, bcving, anti grseting hlm; ail exceptons
cor (shlow, vbo bat quit. reeently been
unieti gratis, anti Who, sby anti asiarnet cf bis
eîters, titi net venture ho corne ('irvant, but
bcod rotiret y li s cerner. The rosI voe rns-
peetably died :ethlie vonien wveecaps vith
lbbons ; thoso mon vbo bad senvedthelb State,
weenl uxilforin, but their faces ver. uximbaven;
nenchants vore Ibeir holiday eu/tutu. 6Seost
baon, Plrcboroff," saidthb.Brigadier, lIn lie nan>e
of bis select cern panty, idboy vo bave ail nisen
at tby invitaioni. Those alone bave remaineti
al homo vho coulti net peusibly corne, vbo bat
quite crumbledto Wpleces, o on b atine skln,
mut only Ibeir bans bones left; but even Ibus,
mne efthora coutti net nest-s-o anrions vas ho
to ueo tisse 1"I

At tisaI moment a sinail gkeletou pushet is
way tbrougb tho crovd, anti approacheti Admse.
Ris akuillsrnileti affectlonatsly at ths unden-
tallr. Bila Of lgbîgreen anti 'stid ots, anti of
ulti lien, hung bore anti thons about hlma, as
spcn a pole, vhilsltithe bones of his (est ratîti
la bis Hesmian boota, 11k. a pestle lI a mertar.
"iThou denitfnot recognime me, Proboroif," saiti
the mkelOton. IdDemI thon rernember thse ne.
tineti sergeaxit of the (uants, Piotr Petrovltch
Kurilkin, the ame for vbom thon soltieml thy
tirsi odi, I the yoar 1799 - antioeeof pin.
teel for ce of oak 1 IlSa0mayieg, lbe corpeex-
tendoti bis bony arms tOvanis hlm; bah Adrian,
mauutenlng alit astmbength, cniet euh, anti pushoti
hlm from hlm. Plotr Pelnovlteb totheeot, (.11,
antien vom 0places.

A murmur of Inignation vas boearti amongst
lb. doad ; hhsytood np for tbe honan cf their
(ellov,thbreatenlng anti upbraliing Atnian; tbe,
paon boet, deafeneti by Ibeir criss, anti aimost
preamotito ath, loslng bie presence of mind,
foit seraisthb beeuof the retîreti songeant, cf
the Guandm, anti romainet uxiconscicus.
SThe snn-llght bat long been teamning &Mcs
tb. led on vhIch the undentaksn Vas sleeping.
At tant ho oesuot bisOyeNSudants&5 beforo hlm
tb. malt, bievinq aI Ithebanmaoaf t lb.Samo
var. Atilan romomberet vitis dm05a il the
events et the pneceding day : Truhin, the Bri-
gadier, and the gongeant appoaret timty befoe

MARGE 21Y 1874.

at aI tho Germaxi'sa&Il day, anti comlng boMIs
puy, didel lbrov Ibyssîf on tby bed, anti tldE5

sep untîl Ibis very heur, vben the bolls baO
ready nuug for mass."1
*Initeed 1 I said.tbe rejoiceti untenlaker.
0f course," ansvoreti Aksinia.
Wslt, If that le thecase, lot us bave Lt

;sovcr qulckly, anti caîl my daugbtem"

IV.

TUE STATION-MASTBR.

ls tbere anybody vbe bas net cursed tb. sta'
n-masters, vbo bas net abusedtihein? 10

ore axiybody vho bau nol dernandeti of theUl
e fatal book lxi an angry moment, se as loenl'
er herein bbc unavalling complaint against te,
tys, Incivliî y, anti inexactitude? lethbore anf-
ody vbe dosnet look upon tuema as being the
mm of tho bumaxi race, like the laIe Gevere'
oent Clsrka," or aI tbe ieast tIke the Mou-
Dmsky brigands? t Let us, bavever, be just
It us nealise the position, anti penisapo vo sb5ll
idgo them. vllb some leniency. Wisatla &
Latloxi-masten? The von table martyr of theO
:urteentb ciass, vbose rank serves nnty 10 sav$
4m fnom blove, anti not s0 even aI ail lime5 '
1appeau Wo the conscience of my readens)
Vbat la the dnly oethose dictaWrs, s Prne
iazemky hurnorousty styles tbom ? lIL ît
a lrutb bard labon ? No rest day or nigisl. IL
ahlm. tbe travstter asuals Irritateti by tisese'
imulateti vexations of a tinesome journey, 10
te voathen atroclous; are the ronds lxi a bad
tate ; ls tbe driver tiogged ; do lise bermes no-
use Wo go ? - Tise fault la suneiy the station-
nater's. On entenlng bis Poor dwelllng, tsO
vsyfarer iaoe upan hlma as be voulti upen à
e ; the station-rnastsr nMay conalder himueif
rtuxiale If he suecets len Iting imseîr of hi#

inînviled guest ; but sheult Iere bo no herses 1

[seavons!1visaI abuse, wbaî Ibreats ! He 19
tbout l is e naIn anti uteet, anti takou refuge 111
she lobby lni storms, ant ilng tise Epîphanlait
ncaSW, W escape, vers 1h but for a moment, Ib*u
3omplaints anti assuntiq of lise irnitated travoi'
unrs. A genorat arrives :tise treinbling station'l
asaten gtves hlmn bis Ivo lasI troikas, inlclut'
rig tise courter's. The genonailaI off, withoUl
aIterieg se much as diThank yen." Flvs Min,'
ites lalen-betu !-and astate mesmenger thnoW'
bis order Ion bonses on lise table ! Lot us e-%
%mine these matIons closeiy, anti our beani'
ili commlserate, raIso tn til w ilS IndigitS'

Lion. A fev vends more. le the course et
vwenty ysaru, I have Inavolledti tisugis Rusai&
tu ail directions ; 1 knov aimost ail tise poot"
catis, anti I arnacquaIneo ti lseveral genene'
tIons ef drivers : tisere are fov station-mastleO
unkxiovn to me by sigisI, anti (0v vitb vhofl 1
have nol bat somo lelercourse. I hope tb publiash
at no distant penioti soins letenesting notes nid
Iunring m-y Inavels; I shali bore maenely, 0fr

serve tisaI the station-masters as a etasa 9X
nMs falsely represexiteti. Tisese mcuch caiunX'
siateti station-masters are le a general v&Y
quiel people, eaturally obliglng, socîably Illi
clinet, unauuurntn:g, anti not over moxioy-IOe"
Ing. Froun their conversation (vbicb travellOtO
de vrneg W score) one may leare mueSh tall5

lntenestieg ant Iinstructive. 1 muet ove, tIo,
go far as I mysoîf arn concennet, I rnuch pnsfè t

IL Wo the taIt talk ef nome employjé cf tbe sixeb
claus, travelling on the service of the Crovn.

IL vii ho eaily gLiosse t tisa Ihave 00
Mrentis ameegsl ibis nespeotable clama cf iIi5'
Ixitoot, tise memory ef one cf lhem le preciOio
to me. Cincuinstaxices bati once brought us 0
goîber, ant Iilasof hlm I nov Intexi t W peaX LO
my kinti readers.

lI May, 1816, I1iappenedto W hotraveltiID
Ihrongb tise goveramrnx of0 * *, on a T0l

vhlcb lu nov le disuso. My rank vas inslgni'
dcaxil; I cbalageti canniages aI overy stage# ,
ing posî-rales for Ivo herses. Oonsequela
tb. station-masters titi net treal me vltb S
distinction, anti I oflen badt Webtafli by f
whah isloutti bave beon mino by rigisL.Y0I»W
andi mpetaeus, I umti W vent My letigeatio
on tise station-maulens for their meannosO
obmequlousnesu, vhen the treilca W viticis I
a nigbl vas given up for the carniage cf900
persoxi of iigis rank. Eqnally dtit ltakt)10
Lime tW gel sceustornet WbeIng passtil oven D
a tlsenrnlnatlng serf aI lthe Governer'is tlnhie
table. To-day, botb tiese circurnslsnce$AlPIP<'o
to Me W o Iste entier cf ibiigu. Iridged,«''"
vomît becorn ocf ns, If usheone very cenvwo
Maxim, Rank bonions rank, vers supai$ e»'
Ibis oiSon, Intellect boxiora Intellect?Ww
difrèeeneesof opieion vonit aris; anti Who~
veutti tepenents vatt upan firnsI? Butto ire,
lun tWMy taie.

The day vas boL A fov trope f0oferl(cl »t
tbreveratis (nom tl istallen-,"fu t i eexi o


