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countries cluimed and discovered by France. After the voyages o
Cartier the French got up several expeditions, avowedly in a com
mereinl spirit. One of these expeditionz made a settlement at Port
Royal, now Annapolis, in the provinee of Nova Scotia, or Acadi,
Anong the founders of that settlement were Lescarbot and Champ
lain, cach of’ whom is intimately associated with the carly history &
British North Ameriea.  Lesearbot left behind him some  pleasing
sketelies of’ the doings of himself’ and comrades in those days of eaile
from lu belle France—how they founded a new order, lordre de Do
Temps, whose Grand Master had to furnish its members with alt the
materials for feasts,—how they made up huntivg and fishing parties,
from which they derived both profit and enjoyment.  In the carly pan
of the seventeenth century Champlaiu tounded the city of Qnebee, v
the sight of the ancient Stundacoud. Champlain's life reads like s
romance—full of' hair-breadth escapes by land aud sea.

In the old library of Dieppe, the traveller can still see a moth-cate
manuseript, written in 2 formal and plain hand, and illustrated b
pictures ot a most tautastic character.  We sce * forts, harbour,
istands and rivers, adorned with portraitures of bivds, feats and tishes,’
Here we xce * Iudian feasts and dunces; Indians flogzed by priesy
for not attending mass ; Indinns burned at the stake, six at a time, fo
heresy.,” We are amused by illustrations of chameleons with two logs,
and of a griffin, a monster with the wings of a bat, the head of a
eagle, and the tail of an alligator, which was said to haunt certain
parts of Mexico. ‘This extrnordinary medley of truth and imaginatios
18 the journal of Samuel Champlain, of Brooage, on the Bay u
Biscay—the father of New France. It would be a pleasing task, if ¢
were within the scope of this paper, to follow him in his adventuron
carvcer in the colony he founded successfully on the banks of the &
Lawrence.  We sce this intrepid soldier and sailor—for he was both—
superintending the erection of the buildings which were so long to hol
the fortunes of the little colony ; anon sitting by the camp-fire of th
Moutagnais Indians 3 anon aiding the Indian tibes in their covflies
with the ¢ Reman= of the New Word,” the Iroguois ; anon venturiy
on the unknown waters of the Ottawa, the guest ot the Algouquiny
and tracing that river to its very sources. Wherever he weuth
manly qualitics won the admiration and friendship of the tribes the
then inhubited Canada. Without his courage aud euergy, Quebe
wonld not have been founded at so carly a date, and Fravee migh
pever have gained a foothold in the new world.

The history of New France is especindly full of dramatic juteres.
Many men connected with the noble families of the old world took pat
in the foundatiou of the colony, and established their seignories amil
the forests. ‘They tried to repruduce, so far as they could, in th
American wilderness, the old feudal system which had so luug repres

+Montreal 1s now onc of the best built and most prosperous cities in America, with a popy,
latfon of at least 121,000 soula  Its positon, at the juaction of the Montreal snd Quas,
could not be better, and must alwiys makic it one of the commercial entreports of this (&2
nent,



