
TIUE FALL OP 'rit£I AZTEC EMPIRE.

cessrully resisted the innovations of Monteztnna,-thie Ilepubio
of Tiascala. Xicoiencatt at this time pre:sided over it, on oid
man, and neariy biind, but fulli of fire and wvise in cownsci. To
ail Cortés's propositions of friendship, hie repiied by tokiens of
avowved hostilities.

Various skirmishes, and several liard thngbit batlles ensued
before Cortés entered the city of 'Ilascala as its coniqueror.
His final triumphi was one of the most important events in the
hîstory of the conqucst ;-withont it, Corté~s conid neyer have
met with the success lie did. A long and deadiy Iiatred existed
between the Tiascalans and the AzteC3, and of this lie availod
himself te the utmost, and easily enttt-ed the noiv lunbled
cliiefs to enter kil an alliance tlîat had for ils objecithde des.
tructiomi ol' their greatest eneemies. Arter remasninig three
wveeks in 'Tiasc.ala, aîîdreceiving- mnch kîndness a nd bospitality
from its inhahitants, Cortés, witlî a large body of Tiascalan
allies, once more set out for Mexico.

Six leagues from Tiascala, is situated the Indian) City of
Cholula, a popiulous and wealtlîy city-one of the many depea.
dencies of the Capital. 'Phe reception of the Spaniards by the
inhabitants ivas apparently franki and hospitable ;-their pro.
fessions of frieiîdship were relieti on but too ser:nrely. Coi-tés
had well nigh paid dearly for bis temerity. The Spaniards liad,
tiot been many days resident in tîte city befoi'e this showv of
kindliness visibiy decreasci ; and], through the active azîd in-
telligent observation os' Marina, the Yonîg Inti*rjreter, a con-
spiracy was discovered, te surprise and cut off tue \vllola
Sparîisb force. Lt 'vas intended to reserve sorte of the pr.son-
ers for ý,acriflce, and send the rest in chains te Montezuma.
Cortés no sooner pissessed hinîseif of lhese faa;s, than lie
resolved te makie sncb an example of the guilty pi. les as wvould
strikie terror into the wliole nation, and mnanifest, at once, their
own strentiî and resolution. [le informed the Chief of the
Council of lus intention of leaving the citv on the followinlg
morning-bnt, before bis deparînre, reqnested the attendance
of the principal citizens. When a!l were assembled in the
large square wvhere his troops %vere quartered, Cortés at once
openiy accused tbemn of the treacherous plot jnst discovered.
Astonisbed at the sudden accusation, tue Cliolulians could iind


