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PLEASAN

T HOURS.

“Sound, Sound the Truth Abroad.”
SoUND, sound the truth abroad,
Bear ye the word of (iod )

Through the wide world ;
Tell what onr Lord has done,
Tell how the day is won,
And from hjs loity throwe .

Satan is hurled;

Far over sea and 1and, -
"Tis our Lord’s own command,
= Bear ye his name ;
Bear it to every shore ;
Regious unknown explore ;
Enter at every door

Silence is shame.

Speed on the wings of love ;
Jesus, who reigns above,
Bids usto fly ;
They who his message bear
Should neither doubt nor fear ;
He will their friend appear ;
He will be nigh,
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FESTIVAL.

A M1ss1oNARY in China writes: ‘[ am
i a market village in Chiua, and to-day it
is thronged with people in honour‘of ¢ Ho’
Sheng pu sah,” which means ‘ the fire god.
To enter the village from the river we climb
a steep bink, and going up the harrow path
with us are wmen carrying many different
things slung across their shonlders, as rice,
\\’;ttt,:r, fruit, and such hike needfui ;Ll‘tlclgs.
We enter the little gateway, which is quite
prettily  decorated with varied kinds of
paper cut into fancy shapes, and then we
are upon the main street—and  such a
street ! narrow, close, and dn't_\_z.

*But how pretry c\'(-l'ythmg ]00]‘:“!
Overhead the street 1s covered with calico
stretched on bamboo frames, giving the
place just the appearance of‘ a long gallery
with all kinds of decorations hanging
across the way. Paper lanterns, Lrge
paper insccts, paper bridges constructed
from one side of the street to the other, all
bung just above the heads of the passers-
by. 1t looks like the fairy streets we used
to dream about when mother told us
stories around the winter five long ago.

* To-morrow they are going to carry the
idol out in procession.  Four men wiil bear
him on their shoulders, and many others in

showy robes will beat gongs, and let off

tircerackers, and make a great fuss gener-
ally.  Poon, poor people ! they are to be
pitwied, though sometimes it is ditlicult to
keep from despising their f’o‘lly; but they
are blind, and do not see.  They often say,
* Well, you have your God on your side,
and we hiave our idols on this M_xle ; 1t s
pretty much the sanre, the meaning is all
onwe.’” T often think than when the Chinese

X o .
are converted, if they serve God  as

carnestly as they follow the idols, what’

splendid Christians they will be, far alicad
of us! ?

.birth and death days of e

THE BOYS OF CHINA.

WHAT a fuss there is when « little boy is
born! When about four or five years of
age the boy goes to school. This is truly a
grand day for all the family.  The happy
father, at an early hour, followed by the
good wishes of all his friends, sturts with
liis little son for the school. He takes
with him what the Chinese call ““the four
precicus things,” wlich are paper, ink slab,
a cake of ink, and some pens. He also
takes the necessary books, and a present
for the schoolmaster.

Upon arriving at the sohool the little
boy, dressed in his best clothes, has to
prostrate himself before his new master,
and then worship before a tablet - upon
which the name of Confucius is inseribed.
Clever boys stay at school until they are
old enough to go in for the govermment
competitive examinations.

Mauy boys, after a few years at school,
are apprenticed to some business, but to
becowe a scholar is the ambition of every
Chinese boy. Chinese boys are very much
like English boys, ever on the watch for an
opportunity to play tricks. Kvery boy has
the hair on the front part of his head
shaved off, but the hair on the back part
of his head is allowed to grow very long,
and s braided into a tail. We always
know a Chinege boy or wman by his long
plat. And what & constant temptation a
boy’s plait is to all his young friends in the

school. Tt is so casy to tie
or a form by his tal, and twe boys, and
sulmetimes three, may be tied together by
their plaits, without much difficulty, by a
boy who is clever at playing tricks.

a hoy to a chair

e

CHINESE WORSHIP,
THERE are said to be three
religions in China. QOne originated with
Confucius, a sage who lived about six
hundred years before Christ. Al the
Chinese reverence him, and yet » large
portion of them follow another roligion
than the one he taught., Sone are Taoists,
and some  Buddhists. Bug while these
threc forms of religion are professed, the
people care little about any one of they,,
Onee or twice a year each Chinaman bhows
and worships heaven and earth, but ey
day of the year and in every house in
land, worship is offered to departed
tors.  Each family keeps what arg called
ancestral tablets, These ave boards, asually
about twelve inches Tong by three wide, on
which are written the hame, rank, titles,
ach  deceased
member of the household, Every day,
morning and evening, incense g burned
and worship offered before these tablets.
One of the saddest things about the
religions of China is that none of them
scem to have it for their object to make
men better. A priest oneg said to g
missionary : “Your religion does not give
what the people want. Wheny they worship
Shey wish to know whether they nan grow

national
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rich and recover from disease,
of believing in Jesus, there are no benefits
of this kind.” The people have no idea of -
a religion whose aim is to free from sin and
make men pure.
Thougt the Chinese are good scholars
and have meny books, they are as super-
stitious ae the lowest savages. They be-
lieve in g -sts and evil spirits, and one of
their singular notions is ‘that these avil
spirits go i straight lines, and hence they
make the'r streets crovked so as to confuse
and. keep of the bad spirits.  They also
believe in an orucle by which they can
foretell their fate. The picture below
represents a person consulting this oracle
before a priest.  While incense is burning
and erackers are fired off, to keep the god
awake and attentive, the inquirer shakes g
cup in which are placed strips of wood with
some written words upon them, and from

the strips thas fall upon the ground he
learns his fate.

In the case

ey __

Drerrcurr sur wor IMPOSSIBLE.~About.
the most difficult task that the Salvation
Army has undertaken ig the work of evan-
gelizing the policemen of New York
city. The scheme hag excited no small
measure of vidicule ; byt that will not ag all
discourage Mrs, Ballington Booth, who is
the leader of this enterprise, and we shall
be disappointed if she and her followers do

CHINESE WORSHIP,

not achieve a faip me
remarkable wopk in
policemen hag
Torouto by Mis McD
d'resses at the recent cq
tian workers in this ci
nterest,
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PLAIN ENUNGIATION.

Leanegs of J unior societies and primar

epartments of the Sunday-school ‘notaty
sy those who attempt to lead older reop] "
will do well tq ascertain if thoge wlmlm t’l ?’
lead ang teach understang what is aj llLt
them. Tt i probably hopeloss g, uitu:;l (t o
reformn the wverage choir, anq tr‘tilp i
meuhers to enunciate plaialy, by til fl- > 1
hope that we may get the ]ityble o ol o
sing clearly, a9 with underst-l y
the wordg which This
ness will not e
some pains an(
upon the wopdy

asure of succegg, A
the evangelization of

accomplished
onald_, whose aq.
nvention of Chpjg.
ty created so much

secured  with
drilling the
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lf*ss some suel method jg uxi:zllmtllg. tn-
likely to make some i e
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takes as that, of a little fellow whye, ¢

home and told hig mother of the e
song lie had lewrned iy the pulxlic)‘l' ]

whose words he declared with cnmll(rm'l’
were : * Pretty little clephanty i‘]p o
corsets green.” "t was only at the I
of a Visib to the schuol—rm;mb-Ox}l)ense
terview  wigh the {enchey tlnt'”‘lt( s
discovered that the words nf((h],vwas
were, ,"‘Prctty little elting, iy yuui- ¥ s
frac, Corsuge

alne
autifyl

o
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The old story of the boy who “’ke?ar'
“What is a consecrated, cross-eyed beal’
may_ be recalled in this connection &how'a
course, it will be remembered thab of
the little fellow meant was the word®

]

|

l;)he b’eautiful song, ‘‘ A consecrated oroms !
ear.”

Come, Lord Jesus.

“Lorp, our longing hearts grow weary,
Waiting for our soul’s loved choice ;
Every hour seems sad and dreary,
Till we hear thy welcome voice :
Come, Tord Jesus !
Come and bid our hearts rejoice.
““Thou hast promised thou wouldst take u3
o thy everlustiug home ; o
Greater still, that thou wouldst make us
Sit with thee upon thy throne.
Come, Lord Jesus !
and claim us as thine own.
““ Blessed Lord,

See, we 1

Come

behold thy promise,
hang upon thy word ; ,
Thou hast spoken, ‘I come quickly;
Thou hast, spoken, we have heard.
Come, Lord Jesus !

Come, our own, our faithful Lord.”
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JUNIOR LEAGUE.
PrAy ER-MEXTING TOPIC.
June 23, 1895,

Tagr Trurnryy Wirngss, —-Galatians 4. 6
The Jews were
themselveg the ble
clude a}j oth
God the Fat
clude thems

accustomed to 3"'"°gate;:fd‘
ssitigs of the Gospel and €X'
ers from the covenant of mert‘/)’;_
her excludes none but such 9 - ¥
elves. He has provided sa;]vuﬂo‘o
for the Gentiles g wellas the Jews, though b
the latter tyq message of salvation was 08
made known, but the Gentiles are fenow-hellii
of the | essings provided in the Gospel. 1
the Passage which we are now cOI‘Sidenfn-'géf
God himself hag placed this matter beypfzs
the Possibility of doubt, inasmuch as he giv®
the same issurance of ghejr sonship both i
ews and Gentiles, hende they hoth call m H'
Father, only one of them uges the word whie
means father, 5 that both Jews and: Gentil
are born inty gy, heavenly family, and “;g
brethren jy, Christ Jesus. (God speaks alike
oth assuring then, of a Father’s love. jch
G Surely nong wil) doubt the testimony wh;ﬁs
jod g1ves, He sends forth the Spiric © '
SN to the hearyy of all who helieve, 89,
Without thig Withess 3] other testim‘)“i‘?s-f‘i‘,f‘
o‘f no value, If any man have not the Spiri®
Chrikt he is none of his,  Sometimes pers° ra
Perplex themselyes about how they cad ku(‘; é
t!lfyt e Holy Spivit, thie third person il bl
Trinity, tstifies as to (heir acceptance w‘f-btf
(7"0(1. Bug surely we do not doubt bub th‘;ﬂ'
('Od"“m nade man can testify to him of ,h .
adoption iytg the divine family, When G
Speaks to g we feel
.O]l“” hea”’s. We feel love te him and love
all manking, ¢ specially to those who &F

of the household of faith,

T
peace, love and: jo¥ 12



