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great treey sa that it now affords shelter und hcnl-! bour, or to the church of God.  On the coutrary,
ing to tens of thousands in diflerent pasts of the | it is destined, thiouzh the preaching of the cross,
carthe  The increase which hus tuhen place in| to subdue, uiltte, and fehicitate the whole famtly
our socicties of this town is a fawr type of our ia-jol man,  “That you may e cnabled 10 exemphly
credte inmost other places where Gie Ministers it your spmcfn, Moar tempers, and in the gene-
of our Body have laboured for any length of times, ral tenor of yoar coniducty at Lome and abroad,
Bul we ate preventad from entering on such ajtow ards fisennds and foes, see that you abide in the
teview by the pressing claims of subjects con-; Suay seck to be lihd with the Spint, aud use all
nected with our present cuadition and fulure the ordinances of G.l

prospects. Lo some of thesey therafore, without,  We greatly rgace, brethron, that, while Wealeyan
fasther prefuce, we duvite your praycelul atten-) Methodism has buidly Lied its voie, wnd funidessdy
tion. 1t will be admatted that the present are; evertud its envrgios, azatust cssential cstur, dnd L
eventiul times ; and the position which we occu. j Yorious fuitis v, “"u“’"'.'”j‘:’l‘l‘_"‘_‘“ whnay Y ‘“"l‘l o t“j
v, 652 reliios Commanity, i comanding, por| TR i, rsgpinal th: cous Dol
culiary and earfully responsible, I tom the ln:-: rity,” Conectning L Pioty sant seetions of the church
ginning we have sood pledsed 1o the wold’s! oo, whether” Epocopatian, Peesbyterian, or nde
convession to the fiith of Christ; Lut by a series, peadaing, vur matto s boen, *¢ P taads o G Ui
of recent events we have of late been bmll@'hl‘ ciietnies oF nonc”? 1o Lacuang uer consaissiun of
into more diteet collisivit wath Popery, Sozinian-, ey to a Just wuild, vie by fouad such atmple oucus
ism, infidehity, and idolatey, in vadous pait of the, paton fur vur torts, aud have bren bleesed with such
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worlde  Azast these diversified torms of error)  degi of suteess, that we hase Lud neither tine nor

we bave dravwa the aword, and we tnust throw
away tha scabburds  The praze for which e und
our fellow-Christians of othier denominations have
to contend, is not truth, civil and religious fiee-
doin, peisonal salvation, the evangelization of the

iuchuation to distued Lae peace ur alienate the tneasbers

j of uther charches, 10 we have ever wiclded the weae
| poas ot poleiie wartare, it has boen in sclt-defence 5
| and even theny winlo wid e hand we have gras,

ped
the sword witn the uibier we bave * buidded the \\uil."
We nih we could say that our furbicarance hal been

worldy and the gloty of Gudyseparately CU.;siqu',‘ reclprocated by the diiciaat dunsanations in the fand:

but all of them together,  In addressing ourselves
to this great cuterjnise, we st make God our
refuge, and aun ousclycs with the saine mind that
was in Cust.  Not only will worldly wisdom, and
a time-serving expediency, be insutlicient to
swide us, and mete natural courage insufficient to
sustain us; but the picty, the zc.ﬁ, and the intel-
ligence of former times will full short of $lie eare
gencivs of these latter days,  ‘The entire sanctifi-
cation of body, soulyaud sprit, the unreszived
cousecration of our time, taleuts, and influence, to
the interests of our Redeemer’s kingdom, and the
compiete subordination of yolitics, science, and
comwercial puisuits, to the glorious realities of
ctemity, must become the objects of our steady
aim, and the attainments of cach member of our
wilitaut host.

We give glory to God on your account, breth-
ren, that, thiough grace, you have alteady enter-
cd ou this higherstyle of holy liying, and of disin-
terested labour. Deeds of spontaneous benevo-
lance, unparalleled in the annals of our religious
comubity, have beenpetforined by you in connex-
ion with our Centunary servicesj and they arc
tecorded on eaith and in hieaven as tokens of your
gratitude to God for his formner fuvours, and as
pledges of your fidelity to his cause iu fature
yeatse The same spisit of zcal end grateful be-
nevolence which animates our socictics at home
imbues our Missionary churches abroad § and the
accounts which we have received of their Cen-
tenary mectiags prove that the charactery pinci-
Ples, spirit, and operations of Wesleya s Mctho-
disin are the same in ail the caith.  With decp
humility and glowiag gratitude we cry: ¢ The
best of all is, God is with us.?” And while we
continue to honour bim by uncivided ascriptions
of praisey by the chieerful consccration to kim of
our substance, and by a free, fall, und prayertu
declatation of bis love in Chnsi Jesustoa lost
world, he will not fail to honour us, by strength-
ening our union, establishing our peace, enlarg-
ing our borders, and wultiplying our converts.
‘The increase of moral and spiritnal power with
which be has invested the Conneaion, by means
of thhe Centenaty movements, has greatly aug-
mented our responsibility : st is designed as @
aon to the world 3 and instead of being self-com-
placent, we must lakour to smprove it by enlarged
cndeavours to promote the salvation of all for
whom our Saviour died.  With such responsibili-
Ucs resting upon g, and such a sphere of labeur
before us, it 18 ground of thankfulness that we
enjoy peace in all our borders; that no doctrinalor
disciplinaty controversy distracts uss but that o
teuder and fratemmal sympathy prevails thiough
the whole body. May the centary on which we
lave just entered Le one of uninterrupted peace,
aad of unparalicled prosperity ! That this is the
will of God, nonc can duubt; and each of you,
Jear drethiten, may contrilmte somewhat towards
its realization. Religionislove, pure love to God
aad man ; and he who permits this holy prnciple
10 cngross his affcctions, to constrain his will, and
10 command the entire energics of his nature, for
the service of his Redeemncr, i3 sure to le, niot
only safe and happy, but useful also, in his geie-
ration, Love worketh no ill citler to its avigh-

but we dare note The suibbulutl of pacty is stll
fearned 3 and in certam quaiters s preanunciation is

| tizorously unforced us the only condian on wluch the

aght hand of fullowainiy ean be extendeds We nedd
1ot say thut we deplore this as u violation of the luw of
love, and as u peactical renunciation of the fundamental
winciples of the Relormation. By many our catho-
lwity has been rechoned vur infirnatyy il not our sin;
and fience thie cousures which lave been hicaped upor
us because of vug independent posiivn with rosgect to
the Establinhed Church on the voe haud, atd to the dif=
ferent clusses of Dassenters ou the others  but Lang
fully persuaded tiat the Most Hizh has choseu our
pusitivn, and assigicd us our work, which is to spread
sceiptura) Clirbstianity through tie worid, we trust
that neither ceusures nor thecatenings, ncither honour
nor disl ry, will ever induce us 1o Jend oursclves to
mere party purposcse  While we Lewail the recent re-
vival of Py as a natjonal caluwity, we are ncither
surprised nor grcatly alarmcd ut the pupulanity tv wheh
it has attained. 1o the excreise of its aucicnt ¢ deccive
ablencss of unrighteoustiess,” it hay assumed the garb
of liberality, s cluims to be the friend of cducution,
and the advocate of ¢qual justice. ‘t'he profcssion is
novel, and is therefore liked 3 the lic is buld, and is
therefore belicvod ¢ the mask 1s fair, and it passes with
many for her true features.  But others, utuble 1o fure
zet, and unwilling to deny, the concurrent tetimony of
lustory, belicve that bier delight in proscription, her
hatred of ihe truth, sud her cunity to civil aud religis
ous freedoin remaia utichangeds “The Lrand of Antis
christis upon hice.  For she stifl mzkes void the luw
ol Gud by tier traditiong, She auvests hee Prcsthiocd
with the precogatives of Clirist, and then iuterposes
tnat Priesihood Uetween Llim and the puople 5 not as
mecans of Jeading thoan 1o 1iun as thar dav.eur, but
to teach thew, that 2a immediate application to Lun is
in a greal incasure unticcessary.  She fosl duvests the
sacraiticnts with the power of conlerring grace ard sale
vation, not sediately, o0 through faith, but necessas.ly.
and as athing of course; and having done this, she
places them betwween our Saviour.and his disciples, not
us a means of introducing thetn wore fully into an acs
quaintance with his love, and power to save, Lut as
substitutes i his steads  Lu thesc particulans, lopery,
amd the scanelopery which 1s advocated Ly serverul
Divines who bear tie name of P'rotestant, are abhes
and it'cithier be true, we tust not only Jay sxide the
scriptural pliraseoluzy which we have hitherte used, in
decluring what God hath dunc for_our souls § but we
must alo Llot out a great part of the I'sals, and of
the apostulic Epistics, and reuounce the obvious mean-
ing of the Scriplures generally.  Atcording to both ayse
teiny, there s, in reality, no Justiication by faith, no
wilness of the Holy Spirit assucing the believer of fids
adoplion, no regencration fur the adalt transgressor who
may have boen baptized in infancy, and 1o scriptural
hape of fuat salvatian for suy persons whoe havesol see
ceived the sacraments from u wan wWho has been Epis-
capally ordained. Bt Lrethiren, whiie weregad these
systems os essentinlly opposed to the truth, and as
forming an cnormous bareicr to the cvanzelization of
the world, we rejoize that Irotestanusm is wrought
into the very core of vur nativnal constilution, uid
is decprscated in the afiuctions of the suass of our po-
pulation ; that the Bible has found its way inle e
mansions of the rich, and the cottages of the poor 3 and
that scriptnral cducation is spreading through tie land.
Belicving that our evangelical theology, our concentrate
cd agency, and our constitutional loyalty, qualify us
(or cffective service in this war of principles, we unireat
you, in your respective ucighbourhaeds, and to the
utmost of your power, 10 circulato our religivus tracts;
10 befricud the Bible Socicty 3 10 promote the attcndance
of the poor on the ministey of the word ; and by the
peayee of fajth, 2nd an unflincling maintcrance of the
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truthy to seek to dethrone Antichrist, andto effiet the
cubvaision of the whole world to God.

On the great sabyect of educativn, we are happy to
announee 0 you, bretheen, that the nuwber of wue
Week-day and Infaut Schoo!s has been considerubly
incteased during the past yoar 3 cod thateheg happicst
results hase folluned wherever well-qualificd Tedehers
tiave been employeds  Uf these, however, there §s o flt
deficicaey it the body 3 and our Lducational Comont-
le . have Do fustruetod to divise imcasutes for steuring
asupply.  From the deep antercst which our people
aenerably dtake dn this matter, aud the preparations
which ate made ia many Cureuitsy, we are induzed to
lope that ere long cveey considercbic chapel in thy
Councxion will bz associsted with a well-conducted
day-schocd 5 in which the Jetcuts of useful knowe
Llze, at least, shall be taught, ju union with *¢ the
wisdum which cometh from sbuve, and on such terms
as the puerect of cur people may rezel, Lot 2s this
perivd Las nut 3¢ anived, ponnit us Lo caution yYou
Azditist the popmdar eorory that the clucation of youth
may, without risk, be dissuven ! train the inculeativn of
divitie teuthy, the pefurmance of duvotivual aercises,
aud the cnlorcemunt of rldigivus obligations. ‘e
Scriptures enjoiny, that we bring up otr chilloun 1
** the purture und admonition of' the Lurd”  They
teach, that relizion is tie one thing needful 3 that ¢ the
lawof the Lord ™ 15 the way i wineh our childien
should g0 5 wud that the Christian salvaticn only can
tare ther cpintoal d seases, supuly theie wants, and
qualify tien fur bearag the ufllictious and peiforinng
the datics of'lifte  “The Lurd Jusus has sand, ¢ Le that
i3 ol nitlime s agwnst jue; and he that gatheseth
ot with me seattercth  ‘This declaration applics to
every order o human ageney 5 but it is especially ape
plicable to the instructors of youth. ‘Their intlucuce
over their pupdds, whetlier for good or ovil, is al} bat
terisistille.  Those puarcnts, therclure, incur 2 fearful
res, Onsbility who place theie chitdren, cither as schols
ars 0f appreaticesy under the taition of individuals who
who are seeptical in their views, or Jax in their tiorals,
‘The yrineiples of our creed siccessarily inluence our
practice 3 and he who hates the truth will 210t hiesitate
to udvocute error. A profeesed indiffercuce to all rel
&ious opinions is only a ma.k for sceret infidedity ; and
the master who does tiot opeuly avow Lis faith in the
Gospel ¢annat do otherwise than weaken the principles
and shame the profussion of the young who are undes
his care. 46 Every tece is known by hiis own frult; foe
of thorus meut do st gather igs, nor of & bramble-bush
gather they grapcs. A good man out of the goud treae
sure G hus beart bringeth forth that which is good ;
and an evil man out of the cvil trcasure of his heart
bringeth forth that which is evil.?? ¢ The blessing of
the Lord i in the house of the righteous.” But in
those houscholds and scuiinuries where there is 1o ree
coguition of Providence, no faith reposed in our Ree
deciner, and 1o stated worship offered 10 God, their can
acither be Llessing tor rightcousncss, but * confusion
and every evil work.?  As ye, therefore, brethren, des
sire te salvation of your childsen, give all ditizence to
make them acquainicd with the truth us it is jn Jesus s
enjoitt-tpon e a daily perusal of the Seriptures in
provate; and rest not satisticd till you sce them sas.
ingly brought ta Cod.  Being red } by the preei
bluad of tiie Sou of God, and baptized in his name,
they have a right 1o the Llessings of the covenant, and
mad, with the first dawamgs of reason, reccive the
zract of the Holy Spirit.  When circunstances require
that they quit the pateraal roof, be serupulously careful
u place tacn eader the care of those whose hearts are
ustabilished in the fanth of the Lord Jesus, and who will
sceure their alteadance at the family altar, and on the
oidinances of the sanctuary.  To do this in the name of
*he Lonl, is to plant them by “the rivers of water;?
aad having dunc this, you may confidently hope that
U.cy wilt bring forth fenit in their scason j that theie
“leal shall uet wither 3 and that ¢ shisteoever they
do shall prospes.”

While we me most ansious to ece religious day-
schwols multiplicd, we cannot join in the language cf
depreciation which is often levelled agzinst Sunday-
schools. Many speak of these institutions as if they
nad proved failures 3 as i€ they Lad done little or no
good, aud were unsinited 1o the preseut times.  To such
sweeping conclusions we wre decidedly oprosed. On
the conbiary, it is our op'nion that. apart frum ke miue
istry of the word, and the vthier erdinances o the Gos-
pely 10 dustrumentality wow in operation has cffected
tait'the goud that these schools have dune; and as the
Minsters of Chiristy appointed especially to care for
sour interests, we ficl indebled 1o those of you who
have, in thetn, devoled so much of your time and atten
ticn to the cducation of the ristug race.

In the mean time, we suggest, Ut the formation of
Pibic classes, tnder expericneed and intelligent Teachs
crs, ought forthwith to be atiempted on a fnr;e scale.
The number of our schiolars capable of appreciating ine
struction abiove the common course of Sunday-school
tustion, is very great; and e cbjects dusired in refere
cnice 10 thewn are, o sctain thom in the schools 3 10 in.
ercase teir Luowledze of the word of God; 1o guide
and geatify thicie thirst for gereral informations 10 at.
tach them to our ministey ai:d worship 3 and, ultimate-
1y, 10 effect tcic consccration 10 God, and union with
the chiuzch,  These cuds, it v:ill be zdmiticd, are vaste




