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teen hundred to two thousand, and not
satisficd even with this amplification, in a
rote to his wemoits, written long subse-
quently, the American General actually ven-
tured to state that, *‘the cnemy showed
twenty {ive hundred men in battalion, on the
11th, and this force was beaten back, by
geventeen hundred of wundisciplined troops,
upon areserve of seven hundred men, making
the whole strength of the enemy thirty-two
hundred men.”

To disprove thisis easy, and if we t1ke Col.
Walbacks evidence, (who was in the action,
and swore, at the general’s court martial,
«That he had a fair view of the enewmy, and
and that he supposed the whole, regulars,
militia, and indians to have been betwveen
eleven and twelve hundred men™) and compare

it with the testimony of Major-generals Lewis,
Boyd, Covington, and Swartwout, who con-
curred in opinion “that the British force
amounted to about five hundred,” James,
statement may be considered as very nearly
correct, By adding as much to the numbers
given by the four generals,as we deduct from
Walback’s, we arrive at James’ numbers. This
may fairly be done, as at the Court Martial
one party was doing his best to support
general Wilkinson, while the others were,
perhaps, influenced by opposite feclings.

Having settled this point, we will in turn,
attempt to fix the numbers of Americans.

It has been traly said that—

“ A tangled web we weave,
When first we practice to deccive.”

and this is literally the case with General

On the evening of the 9th, the avmy halted a
few miles from the head of Longue Sault. On the
morning of the 10th the enclosed order wag is-
sued. General Browne marched, agreeably to
order, and at noon we were apprised, by the re-
ports of his artillery, that he was engaged sume
distance below us. At the same time the enemy
were observed in our rear, and their galley and
gun-boats approached our flotilla, and opened a
fire upon ug, which obliged me to order a battery
of 18- poundcm to be pl.mted, and a shot from it
compelled the enemy’s vessels to retire, together
with their troops, after some firing between the
advanced parties. By this time, in consequence
of his disembarking and re-embarking the heavy
guns, the day was so far spent, tha :t our pilots | t
did not dare to enter theSault (eight milesa con-
tinued rapid), and therefore we fell down about
¢wo miles, and came to anchor for the night.

Early the next morning everything was in rea-
diness for motion ; but h.nmn' received 1o intel-
ligence from General Brown, T was still delayed,
as sound precaution 1eqmrcd I should learn the
result of his affair, before I committed the flotilla
to the Sault.

At halfspast ten AM., an officer of dragoons
arrived with a letter, in which the General in-
formed me he had forced the enemy, and would
reach the foot of the Sauit ealy in the day. Or-
ders were immediately given for the flotilla to
gail, at which instant the enemy’s gun-boats ap-| ¢
peared, and began to throw shot amou" us. In-
formation was at the same time brou"ht me from
Brigadier-gencral Boyd, that the encmy’s troops
were .xdv.lnun" in column. I immediately gave
orders to him to attend them. This report was
goon contradicted. Their gun-boats, ho“‘e\‘er,
continue t to scratch ug, and a variety of reports
of their movements and counter-movements were
brought to me in succession, which convinced me
of their determination to hazard an attack, when
it could be done to the greatest advantage; and
I therefore resolved to anticipate them. Dlrcc-
tions were accordingly sent by that @ vtinr * Yed
officer, Colonel Swilt of the engineers, 0 ad-

ier-gen. Boyd, to throw down the detachments of
his command assigned to him in the order of the
preceding dny. and composed of men of his own,
Covmnton s and Swartwout’s brigades, into three
columns to march upon the ememy, outflank
them if pocsxblc, and take their artillery.

The action soon after comme.ced with the
advanced body of the enemy, and became ex-
tremely sharp and galling; and lasted, with oc-
casioral pauses, not sustained with great vivacity,
in open space, and fair combat, for upwards of
two hours and a half, the adverac lines alternately
yielding and udv'mcmg It is impossible to say
with accuracy w hat was our number on the field,
because it consisted of indefinite dumchments,
taken from the boats, to render safe the passage
of the Sault.

General Covington and Swartwout voluntarily
tock partin the action, at the head of the de-
tachments from theiv respective brigades, and
exhibited the same courage that was displayed by
Brigadier-general Boyd, who happened to be
the senior officer on tae ground. Our force en-
anged might have re.\ched 1600 or 1700 men,
but actually did not exceed 1800. That of the
enemy was cstimated from 1200 to 2000, but did
not probably amount to more than 1500 or 160G;
consisting as I am informed. of detachments from
the 49th, 84th, and 104th regiments of the line,
with three companies of the \o]n«eur and Glen-

gary corps, and the militia of the country, who
are not included in the cstimate.

It would be presumptuous in me to attempt to
aive you a detailed account of this affair, which
ccrt'unly reflects high honor on the vulor of tho
American soldiers, 23 1o example can be pro-
duced of undisciplined men, with inexperienced
officers, braving a fire of two howrs and u half,
without quitting s the field; or yiclding to their an-
tagonista.  But, siv, the infor mation 1 now give
you is derived "from officers in my conhdc.nce
who took active parts in the conflict ; for, al-
though [ was enabled to order the -umc!\. it wag
my had fortune not to be able to lead the troops
I commanded.



