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FHE ONTARIO EVANGELIST.

SHALL 1T BE Poniisies MoRe FriQUENTLY?

‘The question is often asked, why not publish
the Eva 4GrLIST twice a month, or once a week?
1t can be, and will be, if a sufficient number of
its present subscribers want it tobe. It is clear
that.a monthly paper is entirely too shw for
these days.  People get tired waiting for it, and
it makes the Editor tired to have zommunica-
tions, items of church news, ete., lying in pigeon
holes for two or three weeks until interest in the

‘subject is about dead; and the nevs is stale.
We ought, at least, to have a semi-monthly; it

would be « great advance on a moathly, and if [the better.

the work required, it would in due ‘time grow
into a weekly, Of course the price would have
to be increased. A paper about the present
size of the LvAGELIST, or even somewhat larger,

muld.l)t._nm out.twicg.a.month.for_enc.dallar.a
year. ‘Those » of our readers who would” suppor:

such a paper are rejuested to-drop us a post
card soon.
S —
THE WORD “CHURCH.”

Is it proper to call the people known as
Disciples of Christ “The Church of Christ”?
This isa question which is receiving a good dea
of attention from our papers on the other side
It is proposed n these columns to discuss this
and kinJred questions, and by way of introduc-
tion we consider the word “church.”

What does the word “church” literally mean?
What did it originally mean? To what was it
first applied by Christians? Dr. Trench in his
work “On the Study of Words” says :—

“Iow much history lies in the word ‘church’. X
scono suflicient reason to dissent from those whoderive
it from the Greek Auriake, ‘that which pertains to
the Lord’ or ¢ the house which is the Lord’s,””

Dr. Trench is high authority; and according
to the derivation he accepts, the primary mean.
ing of the word “churzh”is “the Lord's house”.
His language however, implies that some do
not accept that derivation. The question then
arises, if the word is not derived from the Greek.
from what is it derived? “ Alden's Manifold
Cyclopedia ” has this note :—

¢The derivation of ¢Aurck from the Greok is open to
question notwithstanding the high authorities in its
favor. Tho word is found in the Teutonic and Celtic
hnguagcs with tho primary significatien ““n circle of
stones,” thus indicating the sites of the old heathien
worship on or near which Christian crossesand chrrches
were erccted in the canlest tinmes.?

If this be the preferableaccount of the origin of
the word, then we would say that the word
“ church # primarily meant 2 circle of stones;*
secondly “a site of the old heathen worship.”

There appears to be no other account of the
origin of the word proposed; and so which.
ever derivation be adopted, we are led to thic
conclusion that in the languaga of Christians the
word ¢ church ” was first applied to a place or
house of worship, and therefore it is entirely
proper to call cur meeting houses “churches.”
Upon consulting “Worchester's dictionary ” we
find that he gives as the first meaning of the
word ** church ;"—

8 A building con:ccntcd to christian rorskip and
ordi ances,”

And we observe, too, that -he favors the
derivation as given by Dr.Trench.  One's feclings
arc on the sude of the Greeh ongin, “TheLords

house” seems such an appropriate uwgnuon
for the building in which *the Lord's peole”
meet ta worship.

We notice that one hrother, who wr'lcsasWd

deal in one of our papess, is very anxious that
the brethren should sty le their meeting hosses
“chapels” rather than “churches”” But the
brethren will not to any larce extent, and we
predict that the use of the word * church "inthe
sense of & meeting house will increase rsher
than diminish among us. And why chould it
not? It is the primary meaning of the word—~
primary, certainly 50 far as our present usage is
concerned,
It 1s, of course. well known that the word
“church” occurs quite frequently in the Mw
‘Testament, but never means a house of wo_xship
Its New Testament, usage will be considered
next month, -

e g e mmas .

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.

WHAT SOME WHO HAVE SURSCRIBED TO IT<ARE
SAYING ABOUT IT.

[While an article with the above headingiwas
in course of preparation, the Christian Ortle
for Nov. 21st came to hand, containing the sub.
joined article. It answers our purpose so well
that we take the liberty of having it re-printed
here.  We know our-readers will enjoy reading
it. The discussion now going on among the
Presbyterians in-the United Statesis exceedingly
intcresting and we shall endeavor to keep wur
readers as well ,posted on the question as oiir
space will admit.—EpiTor.)

A reporter took the pains to interview all the
Presbyterian ministers ot Indianapolis, on ihc
question of the revision of the Confession of
Faith, and the answers make some very fne
reading. As these men are representativesiof
all phases of Presbyterianism their oplmonssirc
worthy to by quoted.

J. A, Rondthaler, pastor of the ’l‘abcrmtne
Church, one of the most popular in the cn),
said:

Of course 1 am in favor of the revision, ard the mére
We are living in the nineteenth century, and
-ot in the seventeenth. Truth is unchangeable, lm n
needa-to be adapted to different times and circumstatées
We need statements that meet pretent issues.  Working
vith a confession that i« 250 years old ik like plowig a
s pirie farm with onox hit hed to a wooden plow. ,Our
-u,iiru suniyngt :»Jol, that* we-nesdvear. Uzzah’s .‘ai
it weput up odr hards toouch i Uzzah N not npau"cl
as.  Our pr sent standards gwe only the harsh and
severe sde of the trath, Ther is n thing in them 1
«hege fal, wnning tender pirit of the New Testament,
The s edge-hammer ﬂ)le of preacting belonys torthe
past.  We want & confession that will not mik: men
“huddcr at the th ugh of God, but wll impress every one
wha reads it thut “God is Iovc " The onfe sionisane.
npir i nough, but htlps no one t Lok up and say
*Our Father,” "Wo want a confession that s so elear
udplaina tole .nd 1s00 byth ordinay man, and
O will not ree a vho e livrary of books tu explain i
ecple generall” ean afford neither tinie ner mo ey to be
thenlogical aeminaries,

A revision might be destruct’ve to soue old sermons,
0t then they ight be p tupin gliss cases, together
with *‘th s vencrable old documcm, and storedi s me
ire pmof of ecclesiasti iquiti 1 have
knowa instanc s of eirnest, #pi itual, de\oled men who
have positively refused to serve as elders in the shurch
because they could not accept the repulsive way the con-
fession sta'ed some truth, There is a way of telling trith
that wi'kma.e men swear, and there isa way of expressing
it that will make then pasy. It will peobably be 10 ue
yeats before a revisicn is reached. The conscrvative
element i very. slrong in the church, but there is no
doubt that the spirit of progress and common sense will
prevail. 1 do rot believe in accepting cvcrylhm" just
because it is new, but as little do I believe in smothering
ourselves under our grandfather’s old featherbeds, Evol-
ution is not such a terrible word,

‘This is rather a refreshing statement and a
candid confession that the horrible doctrines. of
the Confession can never be reconciled with the
Lord’s prayer.  In 1843, when Alexander Camp.
bell discussed the creed question with N, L.
Rice, if a Presbyterian preacher had made an
utterance like the above he would have been
excluded from every Presbyterian pulpit in the
land.  If Campbell were on carth to-day 'he
could see the fruits of some of the hard thrusts
made at dogmatic creeds of his time, Dr
Rondthaler nceds only one step.more, when
*‘the vencrable old document is put into a glass
case in some fire-proof muscum of ecclesiastical
antiquities,” and that is to open the New Testa-
ment and “hold fast the form of sound words,”
the words of inspiration, and the contrast will
be so marked that he will wonder how any body
as intelligent as the Presbyterians ever subscribed
to the dogmatism of the Westminster crced-
makers,

Dr. M. L. Haines, pastor of the first Presby-
terian Church, the one in which President Har-
nison, holds his membership, said:

-For on: [am in hearty favor of such a revision’ or e
statement, and 1 believe it will ¢ me. The tone and
~pitit of the dlscussion of 1his whole question %y our mine
asters and laymen s 1o me, & stiking evidence of the

vitaliy snd s sit of rogress hat now characterize out
Presbyterian hurches.  § am not wise enough to predic!
Just what method of revision will be adopted. + Probably
first there wili come  strihing o tof cent in objectionable
ph asex which have so oftc  Leen misconstr ed, and the
addition of some  awsayes making mote pro uinent the
preat central teuth, the Gospel of gope’s, that **God so
loved the wirld that he gave his only begotten Son, tha
whaeo ver believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.

Dr, Haines is one of the best and most liberal
Presbyterians in his practice we have ever met;
in fact is so much better than the old confcssion
of faith that it is plain to be seen that he is more
influenced in his life by the teachings of the New
Testament than by the dogmas of Calvin,

S. S Mitchell, pastor of the Sixth Church,
said!

Lam in favor of a change in the confession of faith,
The old days of the General Assembly ate gone. They
were too natrow and limited; too conservative. The
intense radicalism of the men and doctrines of those days
has gone. The tendency is to better things; eliminate
everything that is intolerant; leave every essential gospel
principle untouched. My creed isChrist and him crucified.
The Gospel 1 preach is salvation to any who believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ; elevation of the standard of life
and duty, The chuzch of to-day wants no less of God
but more of Chijst,

Dr. R. V. Hunter, pastor of the Scventh
Church, said:

If we can do no better, let ushavea * declaratosy state
ment,” as another -branch of ‘the Presbyterian Chnrchi’
already-has. -A half-loaf-is better than no loafi The
1t confession is an admirable system of theology, but, as
another has said, * Adam has beer overloaded.” When
one comes: ec.ung admission to the Preshyterian Church,
and asks fit the confession, in the majority of cases
experiense has proven it best not to be able to find the
book, It will disturb the average mind on a first reading,
1 have ordained clders and deacons whe could not truth.
fully answer the questions of vhe book. I was compelled
to frame the qrestions in a less objectionable form,  The
old:fa hioned sickle and stage-coach were good enough
in their dvy.  The self-binder and express tiain are better
now. Out new confewion must be more biblical, not less
so. However, the important thing is not s0 much what
we Lelieve as what we are.

Dr. Hunter is a very practical, large-hearted
man, entirely too large for the old confession.
‘T'he naive way in which he says that in case a
man wanted to unite with the church, *cxperi-
ence has proven it best not to be able to find
the book” is one of the expressions that show
that there is something so inhercily horrible in
the doctrine of the decrees that no man in his
sober senses can read it without a shock to his
sensc of right and justice. Let the discussion
goon. 'We csuldalra volumc with “like senti
ments, but publish these because they are by
men we know to be good men and leaders of
Presbyterianism in Indiana.

——-sge

AN .IMPORTANT MATTER.

While weare interesting ourselvesin the good
work of carrying the good news of.salvation to
our fellow-men, both at home and abroad, and
while we are cheered by the knowledge that the
Seriptures are more and more taking the-place
of human creeds and confessions of faith, let us
not forget the importance of giving heed to that
fine exhortation of the Apostle Peter, to “ grow
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Suviour Jesus Christ,” and that of ‘the Apostle

Paul, “ Having therefore these premises, beloved,
let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of
God”; let uskeep in mind the words of the Lord
Jesus, “If any man would come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily and
follow me”.

DO YOU KNOW THIS?

What? Why, that the Disciples in the United
States have lost 230,000 members and 67
predchers since 1881, At least so it has been
asserted in this part of the world. This will
scem rather strange to those who saw reported
in the Christian Standard in one week’s issue
last winter, 2,111 additions, and in another
week's, 1,712, We had been entertaining the
idea that, perhaps, no religious people was mul-
tiplying wore rapidly than the Disciples in the
States. Wil the -Christian Slandard and the
Christian-Evangelist tell us what they think of
the statement quoted above ?

et e A et asmiaaere

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Tiar $1,000.00.

Elsewhere in this number will be found a
report of the proccedings of the Annual Meeting
of the Forcign Christian Missionary Society.
It will be seeu that the $ro0,000 propos.
ed to be raised was not reached, the total
contributions for- the year being $57,280.15.
Nevertheless the friends of the Society have no
reason to feel discouraged; on the other hand
+here -are-vanous reasons for: encouragemen

as indicated by the report we publish. There
are many grounds for believing that the con-
tributions of the Disciples to Foreign Mis-
sions during the current year will far exceed
those of any previous year.

In comparison with the whole amount raised,
the sum contributed by DlEClpiC‘ in Ontario is
quite ereditable.  Not that there is any ground
for hoasting, But if the increase in the States
had been as great as in Ontario, the whole sum
raised wvould have been upward of $70,000.00.
The EvANGELIST was urging the Disciples in this
province to contribute at least $1,000.00 during
tne last year; and our readers will be glad to
%now that though that amount was not reached,
about $950,00 was contributed, being anincrease
of some $200.00 over the previous year.  This
is unquestio.able evidence that we are a missio-
ary people. Let us make it a good round
$1,000.00 this year, if not more.

e D (i il m—p——
BAPTISTS AND DISCIPLES.

It was our purpose to lay befere our readers
some thoughts on the subject of union between
Baptists and Disciples ; but certain facts we are
in search of did not reach us in- time. In our
next number we shall try to deal with the matter
as- its imporhnce merits.  Two obscrvations
may be made here::

1 ‘The church in Lobo in the. resolution
published last month was not sccking admitt-
ance futo the Baptistdenomination, Theimpress-
ion scems to have become current in some quar-
ters that the Disciples were preparing to give up
their- distinctive plea and work and become
Baptists. Those who expect that, expect the
impossible

2 There 15 no rezonable ground for hoping
for an carly union between the Baptists and the
Disciples. ‘Thosz who are tolerably well acqu-
ainted with both bodies in Canada know that

there must be a far better understanding of one
another's views before a union is either possible
or desirable,

i VEEDYU

GOOD READING FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.

We have heretofore directed the attention of
our readers to the Young Peoplds Standard, a
weekly four page paper published by the Standard
Publishing Company. Having wmade arrange-

EvaANGELIST, we make special mention of it here:
We have now examined it-with some care for
some months, and we have no hesitation in
recommending it to parents who want good read.
ing for their'boys and girls.  We would fike to
know that it was making weekly visits to cvery
family in our ‘brotherhood in Ontario, The
regular price is 75 cents per year—f{ive or more
copies to one address, each, 6o cents.  We are
able w0 send the Young Peoples’ Standard and
Tur, OxTARIO EvaNGtLIsT both for one year for
one dollar.  Sample copics sent by us on
application,
——————

“THE CRITIC'S CORNER.”

We are pleased to announce that in the Jan.
uary number Bro. E. Sheppard will open a acw
department called #The Critic's Comer, Its
purpose will be obvious. In advance of Bro.
Sheppard’'s own announcement we take the
liberty of inviting our readers “to prove him
with hard questions.” Alltjueries and other mat-
ters pertainiug fo *The Critic’s Corner” should
be addressed to

E. SHEPPARD, WALKERTON, ONT.
e s
NOTES.

We are s/ patiently waiting for the Caristian
Leader to give us “chapter and verse” for its
Scriptural methods of spreading the Gospel.

Please change my address-from Rosedenc,
Ont,, to Butler, De Kalb Co., Indisna. I enter
upon the work here with good spirits and much
hope. S. Moor.

Contributions from Ontario to ForeignMissions
since last report 1~
Mission Band, Aurora............$12.00
Church, Everton «..vvvviiivanass 27,00
w  Lobo cieiiieaiiiiiiis. . 1100

TheReport of the Foreign Christian Missionary
Socicty has been printed and mailed to contrib.
utors. Any who have been overlooked may
have copics on application.

A McLzan, Cor. Scc.

Box 7s0. Cincinnati, O.

In looking over our list we find that quite a
large number of our subscribers are in arrears
more or less, With most perhaps it 1s forgetfnls

ments“with™the-'publishers o clab =it withi-the-*




