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handed out iu regulation doses every day. And iii
regard to this, it is perfecti>' obvions, i view of the
eziormoous extensionî whiclî huinan kîîowledlge, lias now
assunied, aîîd of tie large proportion of tliis %vhicli
mnust be professcd by a University of higli standing,
tîtat thi uuîuber of the teachitng staff is a prepouderat-
ing factor in clctcrining the eficiency of tic Unîiver-
sity. Ou1 tluis score, hoth the Scottishi Univcrsities and
MeGill have ranch to learît froin the great Conttinenutal
Universities. I inia>' cite as an instance that the
University of Berlini lias a staff of 25o professons and
lecturers tw'ho deliver anîîually 69o courses of lectures
aîîd have sevexi journals devoted to the publication of
tue original work donc by tue teachers and seholars of
the Unîiversity aloîie. So far as I kîiow, the McGîra.
FORTMIGIS. iS the oîîly joutr.al We have; aîîd its
contributions are hiardly of the epochi-îîîakiig character
of those just icntionied.

Studeut life iii Geýriîany, England and Scotlaud, so
far as tic %vriter lias scet it, whlile possessing of course
iany of the saine essetîtial féatures, differs uxucli in the
inatter of social itercotirse.

In neithcr Gerniaîîy îior Scotland do the Uîî;vcrs-ities
afford sucli opportîuities for iîiterconimnîication amnîg
the students as do Oxford and Canmbridge. IniScotland
the students live iii solitary roonîs. aîid see very littie of
cach otlier out-side the class rocut or laboratory. This
undesirable state of thîîngs lias niv, however, some
chance of beilig reiinedied by Uic recent establishmnent
of a Unk-ersitir Union Socle/y, %vith a liaiîdsonie building
containiîig a large hall for debates and mneetinigs,
lunicheoti, smîokinîg and reacling rooîns, a library and
large gyninasium for the use cf stîîdcîts paying a suiall
subseription ; as alsc of a Sizi dcn/s' Represçcuta/ive
Coiiiici/, wlîiclî was fotnîded iu iSS4 iii Edinburgh, and
,which lias iîow aise been iuitiated iii the otlier three
Scottish Uilivcr.sitie.q. The cihus of the Council are: i
Trb represent the stuclents lu -natters affccting titeir
interests; 2, te afford a recognii.ed. nians cf comniu-
îîicatiou between the students and the Univcrsity
authorities; anîd 3, te proinote social life and academnie
uinity anîong the s-ttudett. Thei Counicil is clectedl
.1lilially -at the bcgiîuiîg cf tlîe wiiiter session, parti>'
hy the students of thie different faculties anîd paî-tly by
tlîc recogîiized -,tucîcuîts' societies. Meetings are lîcld
cvcry xniontlî duriîîg the wiliter sessioni, and tlîe business
thiî decidcd cil is carried out by a coiiinittcc ccii-
sistiîîg cf 15 iincuibers. Thtis Represeritative Council
lias beexi founid te fill a lonîg feit îîced, and lias turned
out an iiuqualified succcss. It ina>' be thiat sucli a
represclitative bedly cf stuclents iiglit with advant.-ge
be clcctcdl at M2\cGill. Tli c stab)ilimcîlt of lunclicoi,
tooms for students is a very real îîecessity lierc, aîîd the
writer is cf opiion tliat sucli recuis could bc workcd,

anda rascali>' hial -ind vCIV good iniidday nical
sîipplicd te -*Iteiiî-, tiîougli tic iîîstrunîeîîtahity cf
sucli a rcpresitative couxicil, Who e weuld lîire a caterer
te contract te siipply tlîe table and to provide waiters
and plate, as is done in tîte Casino cf the Technische
Heochschule atlkerlin. It,%ill be fouid on iuquiry that
with rent free rcoms, the malter 15 perfectly sound as a
commercial undertakisig.

Iu Germny the students are bcnded togetlier sociali>',
as is wvell knowvîin fenciing corps; tliese are clubs, con-
sisliiig. of nmen liailiiîg from the saine parts of Gerniani>,
%who iineet togetiier for convîivial anid ollier purposes.
At tliese mieetinîgs the>' drinîk ecdi aller' s healîlis or slit
cadi other's noses witlî tlîe grealest possible amîoiît
of cereriioiîy. Thec quaîîtity cf beer thiat Germait stu-
(lents drink lias been ui cli ta.lkcd of; but Uic writer
wvould bc incliiied to --ay that tlîeir driîking is in thc
long rira iiiuch less liarîiiful tlîaî tliat cf quile a large
uttuber cf meii at Uic Englislî and Scottisli Uîîiversi-
tics. Thei iinild beer whlich is drnîîk is very nucli a
secoîidary consideration, aîîd tlîe iritcr lias passedl sotie
very pleasant evenings witî lte Nlceeleiiburgliers at
l3erl:ii, wliere the entertainnieuît wvas ofieix of a lîighly
ixîtellectual, kind, coiîsisling as it did cf recitations or
preparcd speeches of eue kiiîd or alîotlîcr, ver>' fre-
queiitly with a splendid extenîpore accoipaninueîit oii
tlîe pianoe by Uh i ackowledIged iusiciati cf thc club.

The ideal studeuît life is wiîli soutîe sliglît miodifica-
tions probably tlîat exeraplified aI Uic great Eîîiglislî
Universities; and tlîis is vhîat wc oughit te looki for-
ward to for otîr University. Se lonîg, liowevcr, as the
construction aîîd eîidowîîieiit of iHalls for McGill sttu-
dents te reside together iii, as at Oxford aîîd Cambridge,
is unattainable, tue bcst substitute we cati have is a
comnion lunclîcori or diiîîg aîîd ncws rocux, togetuier
with a series cf enîertainîneuts, sucli as conicerts, walk-
ilîg parties, debates, and se forth, organized and car-
ried oui b>' a Studeiîts; Represeuitative Council.
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0f all power, that cf pocîry is thc lcast susceptible of
abuse. Great bodily strengtli, the possession cf politi-
cal autiority, wealth, and eveuî talenit, briuîg wvith li eî
their temptations. Thecy present thienîselves as the
nîinisîers and slaves cf sefsîîs-oîthei road to
personal gratification aI the expeiise cf olhiers; and
vcry ofteîî the niere fact, cf tlicir possession alicuiates
mniî frontî bis broîlîerly feelinîgs towardsliis felloiv-nan,
aîîd niakes Iîiti cither tlîe peîîy tyraît cf lusiîro
field or tlue destroyer cf Ite welfare and liopes cf
niations.

It 15 îlot se witlî poctry a1s a1 p)owr. Poctry is its
cwui conîscicence ; aîîd tlîe security for its, being subser.
vienît te tîte iinterests of liumnity lies iii its own nature
aîd tendeîîcies. I do îlot caîl thie talent cf verse-makzing
poctry ; that, like other descriptionts cf talent, may be
perverted te purposes cf licentiousness or tyranny ; but
tce perceptiont cf the beautifuil and sublime lu nature,

the strcîîg respouse te tlîeîî iii inward emotion, and
facility cf inclodieus uttcraîîce cf that whiich is feIt, se
thait the hiearts cf others are touchied tliereby : that is
poctry. Se lonîg as it retains any tille te, tlîat charae-
ter, its teîîdency is te rcfiiie, purify, expand, 'and
clevate; anîd wvhcnever, therelore, ycu discover a true
poet, there yen flnd also, ini as far as he is a poet, 'a
friend cf humauxity, and ait advocatc (even uncon.
scious>'> cf its rights, enjoyments and progress.

Il is zuot possible, within the limits of the present


