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AGRICULTURAL.

fron Tnue vxre]
PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON TUHLE STATE
AGRICULTURLE IN NOVA SCOTIA, AND THE
MEANS OI' ITS IMPROVEMUNT,

Mgr. Dawson,—Sir—I am glad to ecc that
you take an interest in the Agricultural pros-
perity of the country. Ithink Ilhnve profited
by the observations that have {rom time to
time appeared in the lec, particulurly as to
Fruit Trees, and from a wish that others may
profit alse, Lintend if I cun find time to com.
sunicute some observations on the Agriculin-
»al state of the country, pointing out where I
think the system and practice delective, and
suguesting the means of improvement, It
scems to be a generally reccived opinion that
Nova Scotin 15 not vwcll adapted to the pur-
poses of farming; bul 1 hope to male the
contrary appenr.  We liear o great deal about
Upper Canuda, the Oluo, &e., but I question
much if Nova Scotiaenjoyed the same advan-
tages but it would equal either of them: Jn
the foymer the cnpital and intelligeuce is chiefly
dirceted to Agricultural pursuns, whereas in
this country it is, wuh few exceptions, left to
Janguish in the bands of those who are not
well qualified to prosecute it to advantage: A
great proportion of those called farmers here
are mechanics from the old country, who are
either unacquainted with the prineiples upon
which it ought tn be conducted or the practice
avkich aught to be pursued to eusure sucecess,
If you could collect the evidence of the few
scicutific furmers that we have, you would find
that their returns were about equal to their ex-
peetations. I am far from finding fanit with
the great body of our farmers ; under existing
eircumstances they do as well as could be ex-
pected, but from the causes stated above and
others that I may yet pot ont, there 1s need
for renev ed efforts 1o amdhorate not only the
coundion of the farmer but the country at
Jurge : There are great complaints about the
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scarcity of money, which I aw doubtful will |

continue until we can rmse a sufliciency of
the necessuaries of life; which might be doue

ina few years, if not 2 surplus to dispose
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of view ; but to our point—were farmers ac-
quainted with the qualities of the component
purts of their soil—the kind and quantity of
manure best adapted to each, and the kinds of
crop mast saitable to different soils and situa-
tiong, they could go on with much confidence
and expeditivn, Liesides in the ordinary way
by imitation, as wedl as less risk of fallure—
for instance the one who acts in the latter
way may sce Lis neighbour bave a fine crop
and think by pursuing the same course he will
have a fine ¢1op too; but for want of the re-
guisite hnewledge he may mistake in some
point, and a fudure ensue.

Astoindustty every one will allow that it is
necessury, Lat how often 18 it misapplied?
From the same quantum of Inbour wel! oppli-
ed there would often be donble the returns: a
great many formers aim at doing too wmuch,
it is better to huve one acre under good cul-
tivation thau three in puor order—but I intend
to sny more upon this when I come to particu-
lars inillagze.  The character sustained thro’
lifeis gencrally furmed in early lite; itis there-
fure of the utmost importance that proper ha-
bits be acquired early. 1 shall ¢lass these in-
10 active and indolent habits: Tt is supposed
by n good many farmers and others engaged
in hard laubour that the best way to rest when
tired i to go to bed ; this is an indolent habit,
and I dunk it will not be hard to prove that it
s wrong from a case that has come under all
our ohservations,  'When a boy at work seems
tired, and gets useless, if he is told that he
‘nay have an hour to rest, he will not go to
bed, but run away to play as fust us he can,
and very likely exert himself as much as at his
work, but at the hours' end he will resume his
labonr with more vigour than if he had gone
to hed. Now, if purents and guardians of
youth were carcful to provide pleasing and
useful amuscasent when these juvemle sports
ceise to please, it wonld do much to form ac-
tiee habits: wnothing that I know is more like-
Iy to answer this purpose than to have useful
and cutertaining books nccessible to them at
all times 3 a habit of reading may thus he
formed 3 whereas if this is neglected vicivus
habits may be fallen into, which may never

of to recruit our empty pockets. We seem | begot over. I find from experience that when
contented to drudge on in the lowest grades of | tired in the field, the physical powers of the

gociety, whereas by proper management we
might stand ligher in the scale, and influence
not only the motion of the plougl and cart
but the wmachine of the state, and turn some
of its wheels to suit our own purpose. T'here
are three things necessary to the success of any
undertaking, namely— knowledge, industry,
and care; as to the first of these, our furmers
act as if it were not necdful at all; if they
give any of their sons education it is with
a view to his being a lawyer, a merchant, or
something, forsooth, that wiil make him agen-
tleman, and if they are disappointed and he
turns farmer,they look upon it as so much mo-
ney thrown away; wheicas in mne eases out
of ten there would be as much satisfuction
both to fatl»+ and son, were his education -
rected with a view to lus hecoming farmer or
mechanicasany of the former—and even thase
who are past the time of poing to school might
soon acquire a great fund of knowledge, of
they would turn their atteution to it.  I'kuow
not a more pleasant or perhaps a more profit-
able way of spending the long winter evenings,
and even part of the long summaers day [than
reading. {tis a common saying that Know-
Iedge 19 power; if this he true, which 1 have
nu doubt of, the imbecility of us Nova Scotia
farmers argues that our knowledge is very
limited: I do not mean that physical power
which is necessary to turn out a stump or un-
Joad a eart of hay, but that combination of in-
tellectual  power which if rightly directed
might brighten our prospects in a political point

bady may be recruited and the mind fed at
the same time, by going to the house and tah-
ing o hook for say half an hour, three or four
times u day, there is then matter to ruminate
upuany, time passes agreenbly, and there is no
lussitude or weariness. Those who may try
this will find that habits ot industry and the ac-
quirement ol knowledge go hand in hand ; and
that knowledge thus gained directs industry
to the best purpose.

Cure, is likewise needed to turn all to good
account, the want of it may mar the whole:
whatever knowledge there may be to direct or
industry to exccute, if there be no economy in
the management, it will turn to little account.
It would he hard to say what this precceds
from in muay cases, hut in ordinary it might
he obviated by a proper arrangement of che
husiness of the farm,

The foregoing remarks are applicable to the
female part of the rurai population n their
own department. If the farmer’s wife or
daughter be ignorant, careless, or Jazy, things
will not prosper. It is a common saying that
it is hard for a man to do well if his wife will
aot let him , .us much perhaps depends upon
a proper arrangement of the household affairs
as the management of the ficlds,I would there-
fore beg leave of my rural friends to suggest o
course to be pursued inthe family, that 1 con-
ceive will be found to answer well in gene-
ral: let them start in the morning by five o'-
clock, and while the potatoes are boiling let
the family, be asscmbled and worship gone

about, so that after breakfust evcry one may
he ready to go to their severnl eneploy ments;
to divide the dny fuirly, dinner should be at
twelve, and supper at five—when, if in the
summer season, all hands may agmn turn to
work for two hours, and then end the day as
it was begun by assembling arcund the fami-
ly altar and worslupping that God fremn whom
we derive every blessing, and wha s deserving
of our thanks. .

The plan 1 propose to follow is, niter somo
further general remarks, to begin with the
cleating of new lund,—uts manngawcat until fit
tur the plough,—most expeditivus tuethod of
bringing itinto a state of profitable cultivation,
—cips most suitable for the aifterent kinds
of soil and sitnation,—druining nud ditching—
retation or course of cropping on old arable
farms,—diflerent kinds ot maunre,~its apph-
cation,—umplements of husbaudry,—plough-
ing—harrowing,—horse and hand hoeing,—
rolling,— sowing and plantng the different
kinds of seeds,—haymaking and hanvesting,—
thrashing aud storing gran,~~kid and situ-
ation of houses,~—stock,—munagementof cows
—rearing cattle,—~feedimng do.

Ihave no doubt but some may wish to know
who this is that pretends to know so muach a-
bout farming and who is to be so kind as to
tell us all about it 7 Well I shall tell you: X
am the son of a phin farmer who, from a
wish to do the best he could for his fanuly, sent
me to school unul I was fifteen years old,and
who then gave me a choice of continning at
school with a view to muking my hving by edu-
cation, or setting to work upon the farn ; the
lattey 1 preferred, and have continued in the
same line for the greater parc till now that X
I am an old man: the n.cans by wineh I gain.
ed my Agricultural knowledge was just what I
recommend here, reading books upon the sub-
jeet and practizing what was there pomted out,
as far as circmmstances held ont a fiir pros-
pect of suceess.—If auny of your literary rea-
ders deign to review this, 1 shall take no no-
tice of iheir criticism; but if any practical
farmer point out any error thatI mny fall in-
o in going over the system that I propose 1o
point out, I shall thank him and profit by the
corrcction. If from iny observations the cone
dition of an; be ameliorated, or but one poor
man enalled to give his son or daughter 8 half
year's schooling I shall think myeelf reward-
ed.

Yours, &o.
OLD RUSTICUS.
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