THE CANADA LUMBERMAN.

THE TIMBER QUESTION.

DY DR JOHN A. WARDER, OF 010, PRERIURNT
OF THE AMERICAN VORINTHY ASSOCIATION,
This i8 & matter which has no politics in it,

but which has already Lecome an important

question. In tho new north-west part of the

State, the people aro yet Inboring to get rid of

tho foroat, but in the old and carly settled por-

tions it is ovident to everyono that the war of
the axe aud tho trewa has been carvied too far.

Itis certainly ono of the functions and ono
o fthe dutios of tho Legislaturs to consider this
matter. It is an agricultural question nlxo ; and
why that Board and the Collego has not given
attention to it, is something of a mystory to us.

Tho first wo heard of it, as a practical cffort,
camo from the State Horticultural Society, in
tho form of a potition for o law encouraging the
culture and preservation of ferost trees. This
was roferred to tho Committeo on Agriculture
in tho House. Noxt camwe a memoria) from
Colonel Whittlesoy, & member of tho Commit.
teo of tho American Association for the Ad-
vancomont of Science, presented hy Mr. Chap-
snan, which had the same referenco as that of
the Horticultural Society. The Committeo of
tho Amvrican Association havo presented the
wholoe subjoct to Congress and the Executive, so
far as it has conncection with the public lands.
President Grant has sent in a mossago to Con-
gress, and that body is effectuatly at work offer-
ing land bounties for tree planting on tho
prairics.

The future consequences of the destruction of
tumber will bo appalling if they shall be the
aamo hero as in other countries—with our rapid
modes of doing overything, this future may not
be very distnnt. Tt is tho object of the Scien-
tific Committee to collect tho facts respecting
timber destruction as they have developed in
Europe.

The papers beforo our Legislaturo refor less
o tho general subject than to what pertains to
Ohio, for it is not in the power af Congress to
do much for us. 'This womust do vurselves,

AMr. Chapman reported o bill which has not
yot boen gliscussed, which embraces only the
aneourugclwnt of trees in tho public highways,
Somothing more than this must bo dono ovent.
ually ; but this is a good beginning. The sub-
ject will work its way into notico from the
neossity of the case, though its progressinay Lo
slow, Somo two yoars since wo cuddled tho
Sorest, trecs somewhat, as may Lo scen by our
files, but with very littlo effect.

Pooplo aro slow to porceive the advautago of
what seems to concern postenity.  To show that
tho growth of trees does uut inure to future
generations entirely, wo quote largely from tho
memorial of Col. Whittlesoy, which was printed
by thoe House. Ho savs:

Tho benefits of treo plantimg may be folt in
fifteon or twenty years, and timber cut in thirty
to thitty-five years.

In Salisbury, Connecticut, on tho rocky slopes
of tho Taconic mountain, too rough for cultiva-
tion or oven pasture, the apontancous growth is
cutoncoin twenty-five years for making char.
coal, and pays tho interent on §100 peracre. It
is divided into twenty five belts or strips, run-
ning from tho base to the summit of tho meun-
taln, oo of which ix cut away cach year. 1
have scon in southern Tilinois, in 132, & small
growth of oak aud hickery, «n the bordersof the
prairie, which in 1848, after a Japee of sixteen
years, Was large o1 vugh for many uses on the
farm, 1aking two posts or two raila,

In Aurora, Portage county, there isa farm
whero the shell bark hickory hias been allowed
to grow in an ol «lashing  After twenty years
theso trees produced a profitable erop of first-
class nuts; and the langer  nes were cut for axo
helves and pick handles. Ol rettlers of Stark
county, Ohio, have told aue that where, in tho
year 1800, thero werv upenings covered with
Lushes not as high as a man’s head, in 1850 the
trees wero fea of them leas than fifty feet in
height.  In Massachuscttes a white pine, which
had been transplanta], attained & diameter of
two feet (at two feet abuve tho ground) and a
hught of caghity (cet ne thirty tive yaara

Tho Citg of Cleselamd bas acyuired the titlo
of tho “Forest City,” vn aceount of shado trees
planted in the sreets and puldic grunds, most
of them within twenty five years  This was
brought about by public opinion, cultivated by

tho oxamplo of tho late Leonard Caso and a fow
other lango owners of city lots.  An clm sot out
by hiin 1824 atill thrivea near tho eouth-wost
corner of tho post office. Its girth two feot
above tho pavement, is soven feet, aud conse.
quently its diameter ia two feet five inches. In
1836, tho Hon. John W, Allen, John M, Ster-
ling, and the Iate Charles M. Giddings planted
nativo trees in front of lots in which they wero
interested. By their oxortions, tho villago cor.
poration nuthorized tho same to bo dono in tho
north-cast quarter of the public square, and in
183940, in other parts of it, undor the direction
of Juln Willis, Thoso troes are principally
olms, ad now, after o lifo of thirty-five years,
aro from ono and a half to two feot in diamoter.
By observations upon nincteen cultivated trece,
whoso age was known, I find that the average
inerenss in dinmetor is about two-thirds of an
inch cach year; tho anrv~' layer or ring of
growth being not far from . _-third of an inch,

For light lumber and wcoden ware, the white
wood or poplar, the whito pine, chestnut, and
the linden or basswood may bo used in thirty
years from the sced. Threo to five years may
bo gained by transplanting young trees. Ina
fiold of seedlings the loss thrifty can be profit.
ably thinned out and used ar fuel, at twelve or
fifteen years ; and tho ground will then produce
pasturage. Ii at the expiration of thiity or
thirty-five ycars it shall be entircly cleared,
tho soil will be found restored and ready for
cultivation,

Every farm of one hundred acres should have
at least fifteen acres in growing woodland, in
which, by proper care, the crop may always be
kept good.

As the primitive forest is thinned out for tim.
ber, or by natural decay, by a proper and well
advised attention to tho sccond growth it will
renow itseif perpetually.

In this Stato, besides the ordinary uses for
timber on farms, therc is an extraordinary de.
mand for fuel and ties, by railroad companies.
Their fuel may by obtained from coal mines,but
no substitute is known for wouden ties. Tho
roads of the State now require for repairs, with?
out regarding tho laying of now lines, about a
million and a half of tics annually.

What is necessary hero is the preservation of
a proper proportion of wooded land, whichisnot

only valuable property, but is indispensable to.

tho full enjoyment of the remainder.  Whentho
growth of native timber is wholly destroyed in
tho ancient States of Europe and Asia, the re-
gion becomes, in process cf time, a desert, or so
near it to bo of little value, Tho reasons why
growing trees have such an irr portant influence
upon the increase of inundstions, and conse-
quently of low water and of «¢  1ght ¢ie dimin.
ution of atmospheric moisture, which affects
vegetation of all kinds, thu increaso of heatin
summer, and of cold in winter, rural beauty,
shado, health, end numerous consequences that
coms on slowly, but in time produce prodigious
results, I do not at this timoe proposo to give.
J. AW,

TIMBER IN BRAZIL.

Within an area of half a square mile, Agassiz
counted 117 different. kinds of wood, many of
them admirably fitted by their hardness, tints
and beautiful graing, for the finest cabinet work.
The muira-pinima, tortviscshell wood, undoubt.
cdly tho most precious wood in the world, is
found in largo quantity on tho tributaries of tho
upper Amnzon, whero tho water can bo easily
used as o motive power.  Tho pno de zangroe, the
rosowood, the pao do ferro(iron woed), or apulela
ferrea, tho various specios of jacaranda known
to natural lstory students under tho namo of
dulbergia nigra, mecherium violaccum and pla-
typodium clegans, the white and black mara-
quatiara, tho macacauba, tho pao santo or holy
wood, and tho sabuarana, buth of which are
rivals of tho most beautiful walnut—aro wasted
yearly on the Amazon 1 amounts ample enough
to veneer all tho palaces of Europe. Maurice
Mauris, tho explorer, behieves that with the
facilitics which the Brazillian Governmmnent is
ready to impart to enterprising industry, the
cxport of these commodities would devolop im-
mense profits i the shortest tuno, while the
capital invested need not bo cnormous, It is
only necossary that theso woods be introduced

iuwo tho market to obtain n decidedjpreferenco

over thoso now most sought after in tho two
homiapheres.  Still richer is the country in tim.
ber for tho purposo of construction. Tho acapu
( Voucapoua Americana) is most plontifully
found there, and often in tho most imposing
proportions. Mr. Mauris has seen dining tables
six feot in width mado wholly out of ono picce.,
Tho wood, like all its kindred macaranduba and
itauba, or stone wood, furnishes ship timber as
durable as teak. Tho longer these remain in
water tho stronger and harder they become.

A SUBSTITUTE FOB WALNUT.
BLACK BIRCH TO BE THE WOO" OF THE FUTURE
—AS DURABLK AND HANDSOME A8 WALNUT,

A short timo ngo a local sketch appeared in
tho Glode deplaring the oxhaustion of thesupply
of walnut. Sinco that tine the subject hasbeen
discussed in most of tho Canadian papers, and
many suggestions have beon offered as to the
kind of wood that might bo used as & substitute.

A Globe reporter interviowed soveral oxtensive
furnituro dealers and lumber merchants on thoe
subject, and all woro unanimous in saying that
the only good substitutoe is black birch, which is
rapidly coming into favor. Black birch is a
close-greined, handsome wood, and can ecasily
Vo stained to resemble walnut exactly, It is
just as easy to work, and is suitable for nearly,
if not all, tho purposes to which walnut isat
present applied.  Birch is much the samo color
as cherry, but asthelattor wood is now so scarce,
and consequently so dear, tho dealers do not
take much stock in it. 1t is with difficulty that
cherry wood can bo obtain.d at &0 a thousand
feet, whilo birch wood can bo purchased at any
saw.mill for 816 per thousand fect. Wien pro
perly stained, it is almost impossiblo to dis.
tinguish the differenco between it and walnut,
as it is susceptiblo of a beautiful polish, cqual to
any wood now used in the manufacture of fur.
niture. When it beeame known throughout the
States and Canada that tho supply of walnut
was almost oxhausted, the dealers set their
brains to work to find a substitute, and
now sinco birch has been thought of the price is
slowly advancing. v

AMPLR SUPPLY.

In tho forests throughout Ontario birch grows
in abundance, especinlly if tho land be not too
boggy. There is a great difference in the wood
of different sections. Whero tho land is high
and dry the wood is firm and clear, but if the
land where the wood is grown be low and wet,
the wood has a tendency to bo soft, and of o
bluish color. In all the northern regions it can
be found in great abundance, and as the treo
grows to such a rizo, little troubls is experienced
in procuring a large quantity. The forests of
tho Manitoulin Islands abound with it, as well
as thoso of the Peterborough and Haliburton
districts. Tho Muskoka district also contamnsa
plentiful supply.

AN ARTICLE OF EXPORT.

During tho past few years largo quantities of
this wood have been oxported from tho Province
of Quebee at a low figure, but this will be stop-
ped when it is known that it is to take the placo
of walnut in the near future. It is very casily
detected among other trees on account of its
height, large trunk, and the peculiar color of its
coarso bark. Most of tho perforated chair bot-
toms now in uso aro manufactured from it.
There is n species of bird's-ey o birch, but it is
vory scarce, and is not more valuabloe commer-
cially than tho plain woods. In conscquence of
the prospect of ity speedy substitution for black
walnut, it should bo husbanded with the great-
cst of care,

HARD TO FLOAT.

An cvidence of the weight and eolidity of the
wood is tue fact that it will sink after beinga
fow days on tho water. This fact is aslight
drawback to the work of having it conveyed to
saw.mills,  Onv of tho principal incans resorted
to is binding it together with pino logs, and thus
it is brought to tho mill, but pine cannot always
bo found where birch grows, and it is then
necessary to haul it, sometimes a great distance,
with the aid of horses.

The golden age—the present—whon Ester.
brook's popular Steel Pens are within the reach
of all. The atationors can supply them.
Wholesale by the leading Toronto atationers,

SAW MILL BURNED.

A large lumber mill belonging to White,
Clarkson & Co., New Haven, Conn,, stowd clasg
to tho fronticr lino, between Abercorn and Rl
ford, bul was totally destroyed by five in tho
forenoon of Saturday, August 6th, Tho fire be.
gan a littlo after 7 a. m, iu o building adyoimuny
tho engino room, packed with shavings fur uxg
in heating the boilor. Its causo is not certainly
kuown, It isgupposed to have originated frum
heating of tho damp shavings, or to have Leen
sot on firo by o spark from a locomotive, the
railroad track being closo by.  Explogion of the
boiler was foared, but did not occur,  Theflames
woro carried by n south wind directly vver the
main building, and all wag consmmned, together
with 700,000 feot of lumber ready for shipping,
which was piled up behind it. By noon thero
romained only the brick walls of tho boiler.
houso, its blackened cngine and tall iron chim.
ney. It issaid that this engine has now passed
through tho fire for tho fourth time. Long rows
of black beams marked whero the great flame
building stood. XNearly all tho machinery was
dostroyod, or too much camaged for use. The
planing machine is sound, the fan or blower in.
jured. Happily no lives wero lost, nor not any
serious accid~nt occured among the 150 or 200
volunteers vho gathered from Abercorn and
Richford. The burning sun of that morniug,
however, intensified by fire, prostrated Lyman
Smith, of Richforld, and two or thres others,
Dr. Smith was present aiding the suffercrs, who
worotakentoRichford, Severaladjacent build.
ings caught firo, but all we=o saved except the
frame of an old barn. Nearor to tho fire than
this stood o small house occupicd by tho fire.
man, Dane. It wassaved, but all hands being
occupied, his wifo (who can speak but littls
English) was alone with her baby, and fainted
from terror and cxcitement. Tho only water
available was a small pond near by,  Mr.Priest,
tho manager, did all that could Le done with
great cooluess and energy, and coustant exer.
tion. Ho expects it to be rebuilt iinmediately.
~—Cowansrille Qbserver.

AMERICAN BARGES.

A recont determination of the United States
authorities to enforce tho strict letter of tha law
concerning lumber barges, in the carrying trado
botwoen tho Canadian rivers and New York, is
fikely to benefit barge owners. Hitherto it has
been customary for large American barges load.
ing lumber at Ottawa for Now York {. take a
full load, which averages about 175,000 feet. A
bargewith auch a lond as thiscannot pass through
tho Champlain canal, owing to the insufficient
depth of water. Tho custoin, however, has been
for years past to transfer a portion of tho barge's
cargo to scows drawing little water, and bring
the lumber into this country in different por.
tions. According to the strict letter of the
United States Iaw, when a vessel clears from a
forcign port, with a certain quantity of any kind
of freight, it must arrive with the samo quantity
specified in tho clearance papers,  With regand
to tho Jumber Iaden barges passing through tho
Champlain canal, this has, for years past, been
winked at for the convenience of shippers, but
tho United States authorities have now decided
torigidly enforce it. This will have a detri-
montal cffect on shippers, but will benefit barge
owners, a8 under tho new regimo they will b
unable te take more than 125,000 feet of lumber
to the bargo load, thus necessitating a greater
number of trips. It is belioved that tuward the
closo of navigation, when there will bo a large
lot of Iumber to come forward fromn Canada, the
bargo owners will take advantage of tho new
stato of aflairs to raiso their rates.—Northicestern
Lumberman.

Battermilk ns a Sumuicr Drink.

An Amecriccan physician asserts that for a
hot.weather drink nothing equals buttermilk.
Itis, he says, “both drink and food, and for
tho laborer is beat known, Tt supports tho sy«
temn, and even in foser will cuul the stomach
adimirably. It is also & most valuablo domestic
remedy. It will cure dysentery as well and
wmoro quickly than any other renedy hnown.™

Brrpock Brood BiTTERs curos all diecases of the
blood, liver and kidnoys, femalo complaints, nervous
and general debility, and builds up ti.c entiro systewn

when brokcn down by discasn,




