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THE OPENING SEASON

lF any value is to be placed on indicativns, an carly and

vigorous opening of the-bpring trade in lumber is wne of the
things that may fairly be dxpected of the ncar future. We
find business starting up on gyery hand, Orders are beginning
to flow in to the distributing markets, and thesu are Lut tho
precursors of the business goun to result frum the fluud of
inquiries which wholesale lungeer raexchants have been yetting
for weeks back Everywhery there is an anaiety to Auow
aboyg stocks and values—to Fcol the pulse of trade. and to
measure, &a far as it can b:e dgne, the resvurces of the cvuntry
in the way of preaent suppl The strung feeling among
holders, and the manifest risitfg tendency of values, contnibute
to pro tuce a feeling of anxiety among thess who ars ot st
be buyers, and to hasten the Jlacing of orders. The situation
hax all the buoyancy and streggth which cumes with an ad-
vancing market, and whole-ald inerchants have all the cheer-
fuloess which cemes from such}conditions

In tho outlnok now spread put to the view of the lumber
trades there is ono featurc ghat is frequently spoken of,
always with more or less apifelionsion -the pussibility of
labor disturbauces. The preserf strike alung the ducks in
New York is poiuted at as thedprobable Leginuing of a Jis-
turbance likely to extend into Jprious lines of industry, and
by reason of that possibility, forr§ing an ciement of uncertaity
that is necessarily disturbing anfl annoying. Al caleulstions
must be made with this possibiffty of labor troubles in view,
and it must therefore prove a fachor, whether it turns out only
s bugbear or not.  Nn one will Jenture an undertaking with-
out regarding it, and without sdf carcfully restricting his ex
terpriso as to avaid, as far as mafy be, the evil consequences
of such disturbances if they com To plan utherwise than
this would be incautious and evep daugorous in the eatrense,
and would be withnut justificationgin a management ordinanly
careful

Tt is not improper to consider, Jowover whether the cund
tinns actually existing may not besuch as to warrant a hope,
at least of a practical escape frongany such upheaval of the
1abor element as nccurred 1ast year§ Experience scems to shun
that atrikes sre less apt to accur When labor is generally e
ployed than when there isa largq contingent of idlers.  If
this beltrue, as a principle, there}is some encvursgement to
be ot from the fact that labor iy Wetty likely to have pleny
to do during the prescat scason ind to that eatent may
escapo the temptation to mischietf which is always present
when idlenees abounds. Thea tho{rate of wages is likely to
be fair, and should be satisfactoryd That it will be satisfac-
tory, unfortunately does not n ily follow. Dut this fact
that men are aversging good payd and stand in no peril of
starvation, or of any hardship f insutficient means, will
hsve some influcuce in keeping them from strikes, which
many aro begianing to loarn ave nfore costly to tbe working
men than to their employers. Iffit were not for the labor
unions, for tho demsgogues that §ontrol them, and for the
principle they have established off ordering great strikes for
merely revengeful and retalistorygende, it might be safe to
predict comparative iminunity frod labor upnsings during the
present year.  But these unlucky stand boldly out in the
prospect, and makes the one t blot on the fair pizture
that would ctherwise present itacy.

I}nteven with this possibility Jof a whirl with the trades
unions to interferelwith the perfegt hopefulness of the outlook,

the expectation of the business man, and especially the Jum
berman, is justifisbly of a busy and profitable season. Tt wall
net du to man tuo warcfully all the dark elewents in the
problem, and iguvre all the Lright ones  The chancus that
the wrong will nut cuine uppermost are at least cven, so that
in discounting the future half the probability must bu given
to the uther wido. The uncaampled health of the countey 1n
a business way must be given its duc weight, and it s nut to
bo forgottun that in especial the lumber Lusinsss isin & condy
tion i prosp-rity that has but fow parallels in ots hustory, It
is to be remenibered that there 1s in first and sevend bande
but & linited supply of stock, and that awong retail holders
the supplies are proportivnatély vven lighter. It cannot bo
therefure, Lut that every fuot of dry lumber that w wuw
pile in the northwest, whether at will pwints ur in distributing
yords, will be rejuired to mect the actual consumptive de
m.. ~ Jf tho spring and early sumtuer,  Such stk pusseses
for this very reasun an intrdnsic veluy that should be recog
nizol and apprevated by every hulder.  Generally it is, and
it is this fact that makes $he present suarkst so stiong, and
the rising tendency of prices s pronvunced  H the trade
doea nut take advantage of the presen condativns, & will
mske the greatest mistake possble une which the aanals
of the businuss liave nover recurded, and which 1t 18 to be
hoped there will nevet Lo the necessity of placiog thesein.—
Chicago Lumberman. .

FOREST RESO\""QES OF THE NATION.
HE following circular ssted by the Cuicazo Lumberiuan s
Exchange and a pe ned by the Lumber Manufecturers'
association of the northwest, has been sent vut ;

Tt 18 desired to enlst youc.sgmpathy and axsistance i an
endeasvour tu ubtain an aventory of the forest resources of tho
natin. 1t 18 a work which can proporly be accomplished only
by the Forestry Division of the Bureau of Agriculture, and
wo learn frumn relr ablo sources that the smuunt allotted to tnat
Diviston fren the aunual ipprupnatwn to the Bureau, 1
uttorly inadequate to acconipheh any useful purpves, It is
desired that the Division of Forestry shonld place men i the
vanous states, as rap dly af anoumstances will permit, with
instructions to asco tan: JIst. The amount of the varnous
kinds of standing qimber, classified. 2n1. The extent ot the
improved farming land —with such other useful information as
may suggest itselt to the Chicf of Division.

And why s it demirable that this infonnation should be
obtained ?

As a nation wo are scarcely wore than 100 ycarsald, and
yet in that timo the forests of Maine, Vormont, New Hamp-
spire, Now York and Ponnsylvannia have parted entirely with
tho vast supplies of white pine which ounce covered their
forests, and their good oak is also gone. In thoso states only
hemlock, spruce and hardwood, mainly of socond growth, and
of a vastly inferior grade a8 comnpared with the original timber
growth, is to be found. Michigan which but 50 yoars ago was
ostimated to contain 130,000,000,000 (one hundrod and fifty
billion feet), 18 sct down 1n tho consus report for 1880 at but
$§2,000,000,000 foet, while the annual manufactare equals 5,000,
000,000 feet. Wisconsin in tho same time has beon reduced

- from an original supply fally oqual to Michigan, to an eeti-

snate of 44,000,000,000 feet in 1880. Minnesota with an
original growth of perhaps 30,000,000,000 foet, was in 1880
ostimeted at bat 11,000,000,000 remaining,

These thres Inst gamed atstes are supplying hanber ot the
ate of nut far frum ‘0,000.000.000 per yenr, and af tho ceoms
estituates were reanvgably correct, the year 1800 should show
an olmust entire c.\s‘lnctmu of the white pino sup-uly of the
northwest, t

Whils perhaps the estunates were far tou luw, the poorer
grade of the supply f cach succoading year 18 spesking as no
tigures can de of theytact that he pine supply of the north-
weat ' drawing uncginfurtably migh to a penivd ot utter cx-
haustion. Ot vak, wWRuch fur many yeans was a staple pro-
duction of Midug n,8t may truthiully bo sad that it has dwe-
appeared, for a whilog largs amount of mferior timber suited
unly ot eaw lugs maylyet remmn, tho sceker after staves and
yuare bimber fur shig ubang w cumpelivd to look to other
and mure remoto regigus

Tho vast tunber redauscen of states further south, as Qhio
and Indiana, bave begn coied over untd Litle s o be found
except that wlich Lid u few years ago was rvjeoted a8 of no
With an avigage conxumption demand equaling 500
feot por capntal the §U 0,0 people of tho United States
requiro 30,000,000,000 fert per year of the sawed products of
the furesta, i additio to ther fire woud.

How lung the now gxtensao forests of the svuth can stand
the strain, which (WwRh a smalier pupulation) has so nearly
exhausted the once syppused incahaastable torests of the north
is an interesting probjem.

Our Canadian neighbors who have been hitherto thought
the puirsessums of unhigited furests of pine have alecady taken
the alamy, and wweftiiniig that in cght years tho tiaber
trade of Montreal haginerea od from 3,500 000 fect 1n 167, to
uver 100,000,000 feet I 1886, now pruposs to ancrease the ex-
port duty apon the %nufactumd pruduct, 1n urder to cunvesve

value,

and prutect her furesgy frum specdy eatinctiun. Under these
circumstancos, is it bt fur the interost and advantage of every
citizen of the United States, Lo he farmer, merchant, profes-
sivnal man or Jaboreg) that a reliable inventary of the present
and still remnaining ferests resvurces uf the cuuntey shuuld be
speedily .mdertakcrg in onder that with an iatelligent ap
preciation of the lac@‘, wasto may bo prevented and the com-
mercial, agricultural And manufacturinginterests of the nation,.
may. to the fullest catent bo benefitted.

It is firly Lelieve that whon the impurtance of the subject.
shall be appreciated by vur legislators, there will be aov delay
in providing tho buréau of furestry of the Unitod States with
amnple moans for ayentunng tho timber resources, Tou thw
end your influonce and vots is requested.

Jluiy
Importance of Thin-Blade Saws.

The Germans use &t the prescat day among their furniture.
makers, carpenters apd joiners, thirteen different varietics of
saws, each one of which hau its own peculiar size of the toeth,
as woll a« a different. relatlion of tooth to cach other. How
important the thin sdw-ULlako is, not only as a means to save
power, but also as a fnoans to save wood, can be seen from the
following: A log of walnut, four meteres long and ons meter
in diamet-r, cut into twenty picces the new horizontal aaw
frame, savos thirty millimeters of wood when compared with
tho cutting of tho old-fashioned vertical saw. This is cqual to
a profit of $9to 812, For Germany, where annually 100,000
cubic meters of this' wood is used in varirus industries, this
would reprosent a saving of $37,500 to 850,000,

John W, Perry, Ip.mborraan, Coles Inland, hias sssigned.




