PO

}i

1

PP SV NP I

e ———— s e

e e ——— o — ——— + =

16

Warket Beports,

TORONTO.
Promt Our Uwn Corrsspondent.

Jax. 9 —Cunsiderable trade has been done up
%0 within the past five days, but as might bo
expected the preeent severs weather put aatop
to all outaids work, aud tho yards are all quict
waiting for more favorablo chances In tl{u
moantitae thous who are wise will stock up their
yards whilo the prosont favorablo prices stand,
for moet amuredly figures will advanco exe
long, aud sy be said to bo now moving up.
Stocks at the inills are run low, and tho season
for getting in loga muast of necessity now be- a
short one, aud with a fair prospect of the duties
boing taken of lumber going to the Aumerican
side, !l tend to mako manufacturers hopeful of
what the future has in atore for them. On tho
other hand should tho balance of the season
prove favorable for stucking a good spurt will
be puton by the mill wen aud = fair stock by
got in, and pricva may uot advauce to tho ex-
tent hoped for. Yard inen can hardly hope,
however, to stock up their yards again to sell
out out at the prices now beitg obtaived. In

" fact they cannot now purchase to soll again at

their presvnt quotations. ‘There iy no bill stuff
worth montioning piled off ou track side here.
The only article that iy plentiful is the lower
grades of oue inch Loands, and as the season
advances the stock 1 hand hero will bu mater
ially lessened, and s cousiderably portion of
that now at tho mills will find 1ts way west,
20 that there is but little fear of auy glut dur-
fag thoe present wiuter and spring. Al men
mouet not supposy, howerer, that dealers wall
smap up green lumber to shup out dunng the
present winter (unless where cut to fill orders.)
The question of freight on geen lumber is a
serious one, and dealors canuot afford to over-
Yook that item, Iailroad companies genorally
take care to remind them that they bave such
articlos as weigh ucales, aud if manufacturers
want their stocks removed before it bucomes
reasouably dry they will bave to submit to
taking low prices.

Basawood is pleatiful on our market and ruly
o limited demand for it ; the same uiay be smd
of maple. Birch and chery will od a ready
market. Sawn lath are in fair demand, and
shingles quict.  Stould the present cold cnap
oontinue long there will not be wuch dewsand
for anything below dressing and better lumber
wotil milder weather comes in,
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OITAWA.
From Our Own Correrpondent.

JaN.3.—Not a fittlo unuraineas oxixta amongmt
lgmbermen in this vicioity over the pmjoct
Dow said to havo takon shape among Michigan
mill ownems of taking over loga and other lum-
berin cnuls form {rom the Gergian Bay and
Lake Superior section {or manulacture in Uni.
ted States terntory,
have already secured a faothold by buying tim.
bet limita in tbe Geanrian Bav and Lake
SBuperior section, and propose towing the loga

THE CANADA

LUMBERMAN,

— ]

disputes the right of the Michigan mon utilizing
our forosts, still it is contondod that this will
act detrimental to tho lunber industry of this
section of tha Dominlon, and they thivk that
an expat duty should bs placed ou ull logs
thus taken out of Canadisn territory. Cana-
dian lumbcrmen havo to pay duty whon ship-
mng luinber to the United States, aud they
think it only juat in the interests of the Caun-
dian trade, that Awerican shippers of crude
luaber should come under taxation to tho
rovonus of Cauada. True it is that the United
States tariff un coarse lumber hng Jately been
reduced, still thero remains the present very
Leavy duty on first quality. By towing loas
across 11 booms from the Cansdian side to the
Michigan mulls tho American escapu both im-
posts. Thiz complamt of Canadian lumber
werchants is certainly not without reason, and
1t {a presumod that the Gosernment will tako
somo nteps to eonalizo things alittle in a matter
of wuch serious importanco. Another aspect of
the case is the fact. that the tevritory over which
the American jumbermen will operate is that
thoy will havo easier facilities for getting their
logs to tho saw than the average Canadian
millowner. They propose to operate in the
Georgian Bay country and utilize the rivers of
that territory, which will nake the transport
not only short but rapid. Tre lungest distance
which thess logs will have to be driven before
being pleced in tho bootn, ready to bo towed to
the mills, will not at tas outside exceed over 50
wmiles ; whoreas the Chaudiere mill owners have
to drive their logs huudreds of 1iles before
thoy reach the imnills, sud nre thus heavily handi.
capped in the race of competition The Geor-
gizu Bay and Lake Superior section 1s a heavily
timbered country, and owing to the easo frum
which it can be reached and utilized by the
Anierican Jumnbermen, it offers a very inviting
1idld for their enterprise and energy, now that
their own forests are bLegiunwg to show such
visible signs of deplotion. Bordering on the
Guorgian Bay are u uumber of fins rivers run.
niog into the bay, which are uaturally well
adapted for the rapid transport of logs ; whereas
tho Ottawa and its tributaries are not. only a
lengthy moans of resching the markets, but
have often very hazardous chaunnels and subject
to many drawbacks owing to low water in some
seasons. The question of putting all who are
ongaged in the lumber induatry on a footing of
equality is one well worthy of grave consider-
ation, aud the Goveroment by attending to the
matter at once will simply be doing 8 duty
which is incuinbent on it.
—_——
OHICAGO.
AT THE TARDS,

Tho Northwestern Lumherman of Jan. Oth
says :—In tho abscuco of anything but a drib-
bling winter “rade, the wholesale dealers are
baving plenty of time to reflect on tho past
year, aud speculste on the future They have
taken a finn grip on values for the timo being,
which they aro sble to hold, vomewhat as a
driver can hold a toam that is standing ateck
still, with no disposition togo. The lumber
businoss ia taking a reat, whon comnpared with
tho rush of the bury reason, so that there iv no
trouble in kelding tis tram of valves. A little
Iater, when tho dogs of canpertion get a-barking,
and rumors of cut pricea begin to explade with
wuch noise, the team will eommence to dauce
and cavert, and thsn it will be business to hiold
the hoires,

The Looka for the ycar havo been balanced,
an accountlof stock has been taken. the dealers
know how much they have paid out, and how
much they hace left. It is seen that tho aggre:
gate of businoss dono ahows a decroaso as
comnpared to result< in 1884, There aro a dew
exceptions in which hiousea have wmade a com.
parative increare of their businesa during tho
st yoar-  But the grest majority have had an
opprmite experience.  Doalers are now asking
Why is it that receijits and distribution in and
fiom this city fell o during the past yoar as
compared to tho year pievious?  Saino zre bold
onough 1o asscrt that the Chicage luinber trade

Theae Michigan mon ! has passed tho summt. and nevor again will be ! meagor

80 lario As it waxin 1882 Other dealors take a
diSorent vicw, and ray that another poried of
Rood tirnee wiil place the white pine trade back

evie to thelr dMishigaa mills. While noene

wlereit was befare the late deprewionin the

matter of volume. But all regret the departure
of fair profits, aud tho wajority are tearful that
they have geno to stay. As a bacis for this
view, it is pointed out that stumpage and man.
ufacturing has got into strong hands, and that
tho cargo mmrket fails to yicld to tho demnands
of the yard men, as it onco did. It is claimed
that two much has been paid per thousand for
lumber now in stock.  The atumpage owners
and msnufacturers are able to Lold their values
ateady, while the wholesalo trade is cut up and
constantly mensced by competition from var-
wus quarters, Now the yellow pino of the
South, and tho redwood of California threatcns
to eat into tho weatern trado. It is argued that
undor the weight of all theso adverse circum.
stances the wholezale trade of this city must
necessartly bo restncted, and gradually dwindle
The claim 1 not made, of course, that there 1
to be a rapid decline and near-by extinction of
tho wholesale trade, but it will fall off, a fow
millions & yenar, until where 1,500,000,000 was
once handled by tho jobbing trade, there will
tucrease with the growth of the city and suburbs,
while the near-by country demand will con-
stantly csll for supplies.

The Lumbersacn, while admitting that there
is argument in )3 foreguing view of the pros.
pect, must contend that the subject is not thus
wholly covered.  The manner of doingbusiness
will change, and greater attention will be paid
to lpcal trado and special hines. There will b
loss dependence on rushung great quantities of
lumber out Weat, and more of fine, econowsical
haundling iutroduced into the business, Still
the situation of this city at the focus of lake
and rail transportation, with a vast and grow-
g local and contiguous, a8 well as widespread,
demaud to supply, uwust insure the continuance
of a heavy distribution from this point.

But jminediate prospects aro reslly most
mteesting lumber dealers now. Y. can beo
plainly seen that they are anxious about the
coming sprivg demand. DBeing dissatisfied
with the business of the past year, they natur-
ully want to secure u trade for the coming
months that will compensate thew forlost time.
They look eagerly for encouragement from somo
quarter.  The late wann weather gave them
hope that the log crop would be meager. But
since tho Iater suows and freczo they havo ¢ast
the short log crop relisuce asido ’s worthless
They now conclude that thero will be logs and
lumber enough for any demand. Now they
look to a local requireizent through the winter
to break up assortinents of dry stock as a help
to prices.  This is something substantial, for
thero will be a fair local consumption all winter,
if the weather hereafter 1s not onoler than it
has been,  Moderate weather will alsatend to
the maintenance of a steady country trade—a
condition preciscly opposite ta that which
prevailed last winter. But tho moro favorable
conditions on which to base a good prospect aro
the short stocks in country yards, aud thein
creased demand on account of railrosd bulding
These are roally the pronounced features of the
situation that rendse the outlwk now bLetter
than it was last yecar at a corresponding titue
Weo cannnt look to a lack of rupplies, beyond
the fact that dry stocks will be in demand for
the carly trade, if it come with a rush  We
have no resson to think that thero will b an
oxtraondinnry farmens’demand while prices for
grain and wmeat aro 80 low as now. But wo
havo reason to expect that the call for dimen.
sien aud atrips, en wailroad constniction and
car ~quipment account, will bo extraordinarily
large for tho coming year.  Tho eall from tho
car factories has already Legun in considerablo
voliine. Yot the railroad demiand wall oat bo
folt do forcibly carly in tho year as lator when
construction geta under full headway, nod thero
has beon sonie complation.

Tho Inw stato of atocks in tho country yards
will necensitate largo buying in tho epring, but
1t will uet Le a0 heavy in voluine as would be
tha case if there were spoculation in buying.
Sa long as the hand to mouth methed s pursued
the wholasale trado twill countinue to complain

that the country trade is slow, and profits}

Yot, if towsrd spring general busi-
ness and railroad construction ahould begin to
certainly cxhibit a tondency to boom, a great
caange would be inanifest in rezani to baying.

Coxntry doalars would bogin 10 realize that dry

stocks woero boing picked up, and that {n order
to transfer the profits of a sharp advance from
the pockota of tho wholesalers to thelr own,
thoy would have to put in atock, This is what
may happen, and it is well for all intorested to
bear it in mind,

Tho fecling in rogard to prices at presont is
undoubtedly firm. Estimates on bills, where.
ever woon, show that list prices, or very noar
them, aro asked for dimension. There is not
trade cnough, howover, to bo & serious test of
valucs, Holders of lumber better than com-
mon aro making inquiry about the feoling in
reapect to this class of stock, The strong faith
in good lumber that during thie past year pre-
vailed, induced somo dealeis to quiotly lay in
ample supplics, Now these holders aro natur-
ally anxious about tho future of prices. It is
inpossible to sco why the better grades of
lumber should not hold their value with the
lower grades. Better times will increase ths
call for marufacturing, and for all purposus re-
quiring the use of good stock,
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LIVERPOOL.

Thoe Tumber Trades Journal of Jan. 2ud
saye :—~The deliveries during the past week
have been, as onu would naturally suppose at
this time of year, meager iu the extreme, and
*he business dono has bad neither interest nor
imuvortance. A straggling cargo or two keop
dropping int port, but nothing of importance,
if wo oxcept tho varidus lots of sundry kinds of
tinber arriving in the Atlantic ateamers from
the United States, such as oak waggon scant-
ling, whitewood, maple aud staves.
We notice in the large ship Emily Flinn, well
kuown in tho timber trado, with a cargo of
spmice deals from St. John, N. B., bound o
Floctwood, has gone ashore at Sherbourae,
Nova Scotia, and will probably become a total
wreck. Happily, the crew has been saved, and
a portion arrived here this week in the Domin-
ion stesmer Sarnia.
It io said that some shipbuilding work for
the Government has been placed with Mossrs.
Laird Brothers of Birkenhead, and it is to bte
hoped tho orders will bo extensive, for a great
awcunt of misery and hardship has bean felt in
that borough for somo time past, owing to the
intense and long-continued depression in the
various shipbwlding and engineering con.
corns.

The completion of thn tunnel botween Bir-
kenhead and Liverpool, which is now accor-
plished, willin all liketiho.d give a considerable.
jncrease to the building tradeof tho formertown
during the coming season, as many good build-
ing cstates in Cheshiro will be brought into
quick and easy resch of Liverpool, and as West
Cheshire is a favorito residential district with
business men in this city. maoy of the wilages
will, wo hope, show signs of building activity
in spring and sumwmer.

The experimental trains, usder the supervia.
ion of the Government Iuspector, were run
through the tunnel this weck from Birkenhesd
to James Street station, Liverpool, and the
usual certificate may be cxpected within the
next fow days, preparatory to tho forreal open-
ing of the linc by lis Royal Highooss the
Pance of Wales on the 19th of this month.

[
LONDON.

The Timler Trader Journal of Jan, 2nd
says:~There is but little fresh to chronicle as
to the courso of businesa for this acason’s ship-
ment, but we expect that before tho ond of thia
jnonth somo consiJerablo contracts will be
closed on tins stle. With regavd to France,
many good judgos are of opinion that the im
porters thero will not hold aloof trom the mar-
kot during tho early part of the year, as they
did Iast aoason, but will, at any rate, provide
for part of their roquiremonts before the siup-
pera’ spocifications are too pruch picked over.
Altogether, the sitnation scems a moro hopeful

{onc, and, as scllers seom inclined to Lo reason.

i able, and buyers not unwilling to operato if
fairly tmoet, we shall be surprised if wo aro not
shortly in a pomition to inform our readers that
somo extensive operations have taken place.
Wao cxpect, Lowaver, that tho coast buyers will
lozd the way, and we do not anticipats that *

the Londou importers will purebsse much an
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