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(From the New Eru).
THE PRESS AS AN EPUTCATOR.

BY MR. W. L. MATTHEWSA,

An Essny delivered before the Teachers
Awsoetat(on.

The times in which we live may rea-
mnaUy'bcdmommneed the epoch of the
pross ;" for were a scarch instituted thro'.
out the volume of the world’s history,
a similar period could not be found,  The
pages of history bear no record: of an age |
atall to be compared with the present,

(

with regard to the amouet of ceading}

dispatched by the masses. There never |
was a penod when the pubhc:mons of
this mighty * Armstrong gun” of moral
conflict were scattered so broadeast
tbroghout the carth. And never was
there u period when its 'ssuas were 80
varied and exteasive. .
The' pnoducuons of this most prohﬂcl
of producers are profusely spread around
us in almost every shape and ¢izé :—from
the diminutive *“extia”? *o the' broad,
many-oolored news shoet; frous the smaall
juvenile paper: t& th large, full and in-
structive “ mouthly” or © quarterl;e_y;"
from the short story to the closely priuted,

manee’; from the prmsphlet o the Bulky
octavo or.qunm.' ;

It would be well if these isues of the
rress varied in appearance only ; but it is
s Jumentable fuct, that the publications of
the present duy not' only possese these

diversified cxternals, but that they arel:

frequently characterized by opposite qual-
ities, and, a8 a consequence,, exert ipfiv.
wnees which are ofttimes ag wxde]y dif
forent as the meridian sun and midnight
darkoess—the one influetice being highly
Yenvficial, while the other is of that per
nicions nature, which every philanthropist
would with, not'orily that there: might be
an end, but that there had been o begin-
wing... ’ '

In what manner does the pregs-exert'an
influcnoe whiok is pernicious intheedis
cation «af yowtl 2. Wi will begin with
that whicH & lenst detrimental dw-itd of:

that whistever eady to the misiniprove
ment of ttme iy Baneful in itn- effectd,
however inhootrrt otherwise, When we
ocousider that a few brief years compriee
cur allotted time on enrth, this fast alone
should enusc us to aapire for at least a
portion of that ‘universe of zhouTddle, of
which as yet we have acyuired eompara-
tively nothing. When such a mind as
Newton's, whivh was mncearingly at work,
had only comprehendsd a dvoprout of the
immenwe occun of scicnee, intellects of &
more limited order cannbt afford:td: fritter
away time, but must be * up and doing.”

A very pernicious influence is aleo ax-
erted by the publication of many works
oot of questionable autility only, but of a
character decidedly damorulizing and li-
centious.  The book-stores, circalating
iibryries, and privaje librarics too, are
i jeaming with such trash, not to mention
! thome which are bid during tho diy and
read when the reader, should be aeleep.
Included among there isa vast number of
the zaultitude of novels and romances,
which are printed -in a clicap and an'at-
tractive forny, and’di¥seminated far and
wide, contaminating and ruining the im-
pressible minds of the young. The fruits

of such Qubllcatlons may be dollars to
sala wastis UG Verders, but to those

who read them are physical, mental and
moral ruin, Wi have no hesitation. in
making the assertion, that many a noble
young mind, just as its capacity was bud,
ding put to enjoy the blessings and to par-
take of the honours of lifs, has iwbibed
someof these destruotlve produetions, and
has, in consequence, been logt to self, to
friends, and to the public. It was said
not long since by ©e less a litevary author-
ity than the Bdindwrgh' Revtowr—The
Jress is pouring out every. day a tide of
books which du:tract thg attention, weaken
the Judgmen L, $OITUDE the taste, and defy )
the criticism of the public by theix very.
mnlutudc Every one, yowng or eld,
mav.gr: weman, fool or wise,. thinks him-
self able to say somethmg that may cateh
the peoples’ eye to raise. hiweelf «either by
money or notoriety. The whqla world

fvcts apon the mied of the rismg :gener-
anon, The tithe npeat m the-perusal or
study of those. beoks or fiapess,. -t ogn: |
wats of which atfondnene, opsantdering
what might biagwtbered from bAtaramrks, | ¢
ccmpatatively Jittlo. instruetion,: mor. don-
duce to the refining bf tho wmentéltaste,
is time misspplied.  And:ib may boluid4
down at onoe, and, fur ever as an axio!

the truth of which will not be questioned,

has become a great sohool, whereall the

ple have turacd themselves xqt.o teach-

ers; and the ravenous, ap‘pbt?fe d‘ an xdle

peop]e ulways Qrwmg for some ncxy -

t,nnd reaﬂy to s‘vtl‘

low the most unwholesome M is dnilv
stunu.lntmg the mnrlet no

- Lhe queemm may pe#mnch ux.ed
arenpvels god romance_tor haye je place,

[

ntion? pmuﬂng tdymm an opit-
jon'on thin vebjest, we think it owr duty
10 state, that to plaee such wotks inlis-
criminately in their hands i3 wiost improp
er, and cammot but be attended with cvil
consequences ; yet hesitate not in stating,
of | tRat 71! written workh of"fictton: 'hﬂom
of which is moral and insructive, and
without the tendenry of originating. im-
woper thoughts in the mind, oria the
least degrec of ditsipativg the imaginatior,
#0 that other and morc weefsl subjects
should have-their inflvence warred, muy
poesibly; when judiciously selected, and a
ccrtain time allotted for their perusal by
natoral and experienced minds, be pro-
ductive of some good. It would be none:
of our intention were we possessed of the
qualiications for such a position, to fll
the office of censor, and decide what works
are o1 are not suitable for the perusal of
those upon whom will sion devolve all the
respousibilitics of political and soeinl
government ; but there should uadovbledly
be some one to direct in such cases, and
vho could exert a more Bhneficial infG-
ence on"this most importantimutter than
the instructor of youth; or, in other werds,
the Common School teachér.
Fna-great majority ‘of caves wheve the
reading of fiction is much purshed: didac-
tical subjects are negleeted and' disewrded.

What refiéoting and’ ohdcrritg miwd-haa.
8ol observed this fact ? It is noterious
that many persons, old and yowsg, ecl-
dom, or perhaps never vesd Blography or
history, a book of science or & poew.—
How shaneful, and. yet Dow. welf knswn
o reality it is, that the most of parents
are 80 very deficient in this respeets—
Yhey have no testo for reading thembelves,
seldom ar vever is & book or o newspaper
foumd in their hands;- Ktneer Koy are
quite incupable of dirceting ‘heir.ohitdren.
a3 to what they showld vead ‘and what
leave unpoeq. .. Onght ned. 38 whe-admit
the truth of the siatements weo have
eaunciated, and {0 whorpthe mendal trsin-
ing of the naing gwerailom ibimtrasted,.
lend all their jnfluenco o foster 3 taste
for the puregt literaxy Luowledge 2

. Apother pham of the parnicioueinéis-
encg.of the press - witnemod.in £he dilli-
genoo of gome to propagnte  sheh rabich
leads to.expita the poeriguen of thoswious |
{ To partignlasize,. fo5, ingtamon,. bow -often
do_our editors publiz: dojailed: ageounts o

4 tsials of. eriminal casey, thus. pandering to

the, mothid. agaring . of minds moxally.
disopsed for the, sakg ef, pecnpiiry gain.
By. thiy meays, a8, well 88 qsbers, the

in cur select litcrature for the ricing gene-

press has been uunfortunately disscmiva-



