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CHRISTMAS
DREAMS,

This strange-look-
ing picture combines
a great variety of
objests. In the first
place we have the
bleased star of Beth-
leltem, then the love-
ly angel figure who
seems to be singing
the immortal song,
“Glory to God in
the highest,” and
another angel bend-
ing over the sleeping
children in their cot,
dreaming no doubb of
their fine Christmas
tree in the foreground

" with its strange fruit
of Christmas toys and
burning candles.
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FATHER
CHRISTMAS.

No one who has
read of the Christmas
festivities of Old Eng-
land can overlook the
yule log, whose cheery
blaze éEms wllci::;{li:g
50 man
hearths. yA heatheu
custor gave rise to
this practice also,
About the same period
that we -keep our
great fostival, the
pagans used to cele-
_brate « Yule-tide,” or
welcome to the new
year. The word “yule”
means festival of the
sun. Those who
helped to carry the

le-log were con-
sidered safe le'«l)sm thg

wer of , 81
E!?oae who!s:t round
the merrg fire made
up quarrels and were
- abpeace. Twigs from
the log, kepb during
the year, were be-
lieved to besafoguards
againeh charms.

In early times

| I

Christmas-tide was
marked by much re-
joicing and revelry.
A man, who was
styled * Lord of Mis-
rule,” wa« chosen (to
superintend the fes-
tivities. He would
take up his abode in
the house of a great
loxrd, where he was
followed by & numc -
ous train, whom he
ruled as king. Per-
haps these revelries
reached their highest
pitch in the reign of
Edward the Sixth.
We must not for-
got the feasts of this
season. A boar's head
i atill seen on tho
Queen’s table ab
Christmas. In olden
dasys this  dish,
crowned with rose-
ATy, Was received by
the juests with great
respect, all standing
when it was brought

in
The cuetom of
carol-singing  is
thought to date back
as far as the second
century. The word
“carvl ” means s 80D
of joy. In Hollang
we find, in addition
to carol-singing, the
pretty custom of
carrying from door to
door a star represent-
ing that which once
gided the Magi
hose who gaze on
the star give the
young men who bear
1t alm3 for the poor.
As we thus glance
at the various ways
in which men in all
circumstances have
celebrated the birth-
day of the Son of
God, do we not see
that there is a3 blessed
bond] Jof sympathy
amongst them all, a
bond between the



