
ness soon raised a ltiri aroiund ine. Othiers began-Li to pray for hoiiness, and
then iii comrpanY wvitil a few earnest yoting min, 1 began to mneàt onice a wuekCI
in the biotse of a feinale cLass leader, who for nany years hiad beeuî ioted for
ferid devotion. 1 read Blramîvell by thiree in th fi iorîîixg. I was sw'allowed
IUp by the one thiought of reaching per!èct love,-of' livingr withiout sinl,-of
feeling I was always and fully in God's favor. I prayed for it, 've ail prayed
for it, at the weeklY mneeting" we hield in the bou11se of tie devoted w'omian 1
spoke of. One niight -we had suing 'Wrestliing Jacob,-, the hymun whieh bias
so often beeni styled the iinasterpiece of the Wesleyan lhyin book, coiinnîencingp

Corne, 0 thou traveller unknon,'

We bad ail sung thec hymn with îvrapt fervour, but 1 had sung one verse Nwith
ain earnestniess of feeling and an agony of resolve, tliat I think I neyer sang
another verse with iii ail xny litè.

'In vain thon strugglest to, get free,
I neyer -wilI uiîloose mny hold !

Art Thou the M1an that died for me?
The secret of Thy love unfold !

WýrestIliing, 1 will not ]et Tliee go,
Till 1 Thy naine, Thy nature know.'

We saing over and over again, on our knees, C Wrestiinc, I wiii mot ]et Mhee
go il tili at last I sprang upon mny feet, crying, 'I wvill believe, 1 do believe;'
and the very sayingr of thue words, with ail the strengthi of res3oive, seenied to
lift me -above the earthi,-anci I kept on be]ieving, accoriîg., to the lessol L'
liad learned iii the Life cf ]3rair.well. NTo thoughit of consequences thiat
mighit hiappen, no fear of the possibility of failure, coiild prevent me from,
confessing and professing, -%vith impressive fervor, that God lIad sanctified mny
soul. The examnple wvas -%voidrousiy infectionis; huniidreds in the towvn and
circuit began to pray for hioliness of heart, and miany professed also to obt ain
it. Row 1.ongy I maintainied the profession of it, I cannot say wvith exactness
It was for but part of a ye.ar, perhiaps not more thian half a ycar. ]3ut I well
reniemiber that I was in a religyions state that; I have neyer reached siuîce.
For soîne mnonthis I nieyer struck a boy in iny sehiool, and told the chiidren. I
sliould strike no more. And the children îîsed, to look at Ile so -ç,istfilfly,

'lien I spoke to themn tendcrly and .iovingly, if any hiad donc wrong 1 isti-
tiutcd prayer four tintes a day, w'ith singing, iii xy schlool; anud I lhave lîad
rnany testimionies in after life, to the good impressions made on the minçis of
soine of flhc childrenl.

"if thiroughlout eternity in heaven, I 'bc as hiappy as Ioften Nýis, for whioie
days,. during that short period of my religious lifei i elevi ne
Often for several days together I feit close to thec AhinighIty-felt I wma His
own, and Rlis. entirely. I feit in the -wandering of the wvill, no inclination to
yield to sin; and w'hen temptation came,.my whole soul wrestled for victory till
tie teuptation fied'

I Tkomas Cooper.


