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knowledge of drawing and sculpture and
alsc of horses. 1 shall, therefore, devote
myself to study, and thus try to acquire
the manners of a gentleman, and if 1
ever meet those impertinent young meh,
1 shall say to them, “Here is the one
vou called a beggar ; still he has raised
himself ; by his courage, he occupies @
good posilinn‘ and is now you equal,

This incident roused his spivit ol ad-
venture, and he said : “It is impossible
for me to stay here any longer doing no-
thing. 1 must go and see other coun-
tries, and devote |n).wll to study, so that
1 may become a usciul man."

As soon as he came in, he told Aga-
tha what had happened, how the young
lords had insulted him, and he was de-
termined to acquire, by study, a posi-
tion which would protect him from fur-
ther insults. Agatha shook her head
sadly, and said : "I am afraid your pro-
jt‘L‘!-iS a foolish one, and that your an-
ger is a trifle exaggerated.  Try and
forget this. Remember that our TLord
forgave his enemies ; why should you not
forgive yours?"

“For your sake, 1 forgive them,
atha."

“No, no, dear Christian, not for mine,
but for our Saviour's sake, and bear this
in mind, that you need never blush  be-
cause you are poor; vou have never
wanted for anvthing, and the name youn
bear is without a stain.”

Christian promised her that he wonld
think no more about it, but from this
time he was completely changed. No
longer gay and full of mischief, but sul-
len and morose, His parents wondered
at the change, and conld in no way
count for it, but Agatha knew very well
what was troubling him, and one evening
she said to her parents:

“1 can tell you why Christian is %o
sad. The child wants to travel and de-
vote himself to study. 1 have done all
1 could to persuade him to take your
place.  Several times he has promised
to give up thinking about this, but it
scems useless. Who knows if it is not
God's voice calling him.  Anyhow, no
matter how you look at it, there is no
other way of arranging it. Christian
cannot remain with us any longer. To-
morrow I shall go and see Countess
Genevive. You know kind she always
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is to me, and how she admires my fancy
work. Well, I have taken more pains
with the work she gave me four weeks
ago, and as it is just finished, 1 shall
take it to her. This will please her,and
at the same time give me a chance to
speak to her about Christian, 1f she
really thinks he has any talent for study
she will probably lend him the necessary
money until he can repay her from his
own carnings."”

George and Sabine thought she  was
quite right, though the former felt rathe
er sad at the thought that his family
would have no one to care for them
when he was gone. Still he said “May
God's holy will be done. I do not wish
to make him a guard of the hunt, if he
does not care for it. Our Divine Lord
will, I am sure, give me suflicient
strength to carry on my work for some
time longer, and I am only sorry that I
cannot educate him mysell. Go then to
the Countess, dear Agatha; she will
not bhe able to resist your eloquent
pleading, and if Christian is to become
a student, I shall sell my jgiile to pro-
cure for him the necessary clothing."”

“You are right, dear George,” said
Sabine, “we must make some sacrifice
for him. Ii our Anthony were living,
and had expressed a similar wish, we
would rather have begged than refuse
him anvthing which would have made
him happy."”

The next morning Agatha went up to
Ortenbourg Castle ; here lived the Coun-
tess Genevive, a worthy and pious lady,
whose charity was known throughout the
country. Having been a  widow  lor
some years past, she had devoted her
life and money to the poor and sufering
of the neighborhood. She was parti-
cularly kind to Agatha, whose devoted-
ness and love for her family made her
beloved by all, and also a model to imi-
tate. Then, of course, she had been
with the Ursuline nuns for some years,
and had obtained the first prize for man-
ual labor, and also for fancy work, The
Countess, therefore, took great pleasure
in getting her friends to give her work
to Agatha. They paid Agatha so well
that she always had something by ler,
in. case her parents needed it. The

Countess received Agatha as usual, and
when she liad examined the work,

she

x
3
&

o
i

AT



