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special l)rCparatiofl of ily oivn heart.
I setk zo be î>repared for the prayer-
meeting. Tt daesni't do simlply ta he
present. Nothing so blights a pLiÀyer-
meeting as unprepareditess; on tbe
part af the iniister at the hieazd of it.
Somnehoi' it is îî'orse iii bis case than
in that of an>' ather person ; probably
just becauise more is expected of himi.
Nearly aIl the people presclît hlave
been actively engaged ail day in the
business af life, and they are ta a
great extent dependent uipon their
spirituial leader. ht is sa very speci-
.JlY îviti thiose- worinig-mnii i
every case-wbo may take part in
the meeting. The key-note îvbichi
Ille iniister strikes is,. generally
speaking, that wbicli the, wvill pass
on. Oh, the huinili.-.ion of feeling
that, by allowving ourselves bo be
robbýed af the tinie w'bichi ouglit ta
hlave been spent in lireparatian, Ille
meeting th rough aur unspirit uality,
lias becti a failure, and souls have
l)een sent awvay without that quick-
ening comfort, and strengtb which
they had exj)cctcd !

Besides enideaivouingii afîer i t rny-
self, 1 continially urge upan the
people in general, and upon those
likely ta take public part ifl larticular,
the desirabilitv of possessing a spirit
af prayer iii this service. This they
more or less allain to, and ta this iii
its oivni place. as mucli as aiiytiniÎ,
is ta, be attributed the success of the
1)rayer-meceting.

As ta the actual mcthod of con-
ducting aur prayer-mneeting, ive ob-
serve considerable variety. Always
for fifîeen or tîventy minutes wve con-
sider a portion of Scripturc-a text,
an incident, or a portion af sorte
lioo),- takr-eil up for consecutive study.
This last, ivhile it does alwvays with
the difficuilty of searcinig for a sub-
ject, demands the more study, especi-
ally if the bo0ok is long. But the
labour is wcll spent. For several
nîonths ive hlave been going throughi

the Gospel af Jolin. 17or a longer
l)Criad Ibis cotii'nuniity lias been also
go(iaig through that agitation 'h
blas mare or less passed aver ait the
Higbilands. As iekl after îveek wve
îvent on with auir stzudy of this Gospel,
ivithouît any dlirect reference on aur
part, auir people ivere siniply amnazed
aI its lca ring,, t11)01 present-day ques-
tions, and deeply grateful for the
liglit and instruiction it i miparted con-
cernl i ngr event Is wichi were happening
araund. As far as possible, I gener-
allie endeavour ta have suibje-cts of
prayer arranged befarehzýad. Sanie-
limies Ibesu are mentianed as requests
for prayer at the beginning af the
serviîce ; somietinies, as the meeting
pracccds, each person as hie is called
111)01 ta lead in pra>'er, is requested
ta miake anc ar two suhl-jects Ilhe
special burden of bis prayer. Again,
instead of thus ptlicly mentianing
subjecîs af prayer 1 adopt the illethod
af urýging upani each, ai those whob
are lu tbc habit of leading, ta camie
up Nvith subjeets% îvhichi spjecially lic
w~ill 1lead at a tbrane of grace. The
l)sallins and p)aralphrases ive carefu'fly
select. This '%ve find ta, be of great
impoartance ; and quite as imnpartant,
toa, that ive ]lave a precentar îvho
can lead with expression and feeling.
Our meeting lasts just aile baur.
During that limne, besides the open-

igpsalmn and prayer, wve hlave three
or four short singings and . s many
short prayers Gecncrally a singing
l)recedes a prayer, but frequenîly
wve have twa or three prayers iii
close succession.

In bringing ta a close these re-
mlarks which you hlave kindly par-
mitted nme ta niake, niay I express
miy conviction that ivec are not utiliz-
ing the praycr-meeting service ta thie
lig-hest advantage. If aur people
arc absent frorn tic Sabbath service,
wve 51)eedily miake inquiries as ta, the
cause. Mighlt not sanie of tbis ini-
partunity be manifested iii behaîf af


