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ýVor,-" Fssthier, Soit anti Jioy Gliost."
The good Bisisop %vi1l aise bo long rereini-
bered for his " îniorninig and evelsing
hivmns" li howv îssnv insstancees, generri.
tion after generrîtion, lias the yonnlg licart
bcen lisawn lisavcn-svardl bv tire swvct words
ot "lTse Evening Ilymn" and the suin-
bers of innocent chldhoorl have fidien solter
and more refreshing aftcr repeaîing.

"Glory te Oise msy God, this nighit,
F or ali the hlcsýsing"s of the ligint;
Kcep inc, 0 ]scp rue, Ring of kitsgq,
Bleatis tiie ownVI Ahsriglsty is

"Forgive sme, Lord, for tlsy dear Son,
Tire 111 that 1 thiî; dny have done;
That with the ivorid, isyself nd Vice,
I, cre 1 rsIQCp, nt pence may be.

"Tencs ine te live, that 1 snay drcnd
Thns grave as litle as iny bcd;
Tencli flic te die, that se I niny
Risc glorious nt thc Jrîdgrnent day.."

Tise eariy yeors of the eightenth century
wero nsarked by the appearance of coie cf
tie greatcst cf Enlihymn-writers,-onie
ivhose naine is familiar wiherever the E qglish
tonigue is spoken,-Dr. Isaac Watts. As
a composer of Il Divine Songs for Cljdren "
lie is ninrivailed. The best testinicny te bis
excellence in this department is tise fluet
tliat prchbiby the larger part cf the yoii ful
population cf Enlgland, Scotiand, Ameriea,
ani the Eng-lisi colonies ail over the %vorld,
are at this dayl> learning- I Wartîs's ]Divine
Songs for Cliild(ren'" Wlso could ivish for
higîser honour tlian tisis ?-to, strike the
tender strings cf yoting hecarts, attune tlin
te, imcortnl'praise and nionild the cîsaruseter
for Iseaven-to utter thotiglits in wcrds tîsat
wili dling te tlîe inerory tlsrengh lifeé, and
perliaps férin part cf the haiioced remem-
brances cf tise tippersanctuarv. But wvhile
Watts is unapproachied, as n ivriter cf sa-
creti songs for cliildlsood. lie tahkes al place
in tise front rani, cf tîsose wvIs haye coisn-
p, sed symns for tise sanctuary. lis pro-
ductions are markeni by siînpiicity pilrity
cf devotionai sentiment, evangelienl fer-
'Veur, fiulslful adîserence te, scriptîsre, ansd
ofrenl ly Isitgî peetie beauty. le izi one cf
tîsose lioly, gifted Siaigers wvhom tIse clînirel
snust revere ansd love as a liounitiftil benle-
factor. About one-risird cf eut little coi-
lection cf paraphrases are froin blis Pen.

Watts wvas boens ait Sosîtii:snspton in tise
vear 1674. is niotîser, fs-cin wlsoin lie
secins te have isslscited iris iiitelleetual gifts,
wvas desced frein one cf t1lose noble

"l"gco fasmilies, whlo were '.riven froin
Fric wpersecîstion, is the eariy part cf

Qucaîr Ilizabetli's reign ; anrd doubtlcss, as
a boy, lie often listeîsed, %vitls cager lseart,
as bis nsotlser told cf tise %vr-ongIs and op-
pressicons endurer] by bis ancesters. lis

fatiier wns ra mnan cf taste ansd inîtelligence,
ant i nlrted isis soir Isaac for tise dissent-
issgminisîryy A ieaec ihcswe

livin ivitîr iris faîlser at Soutlhamnptons, lie
coinh)suificl icu(ily cf tise slriary doggerci
Sîsîsg iin tIse churcîr te sssiveilii, di-riling-
lunes, wvlicls lie felt cousît iset lie a, reasotn
allo service osr ais acceptabsle offei'ing. The
beicctieiss %'es-c prolîabiy froint soine obscure
lîvin wvniters iioNv nucnlrv forgottess ; or
perlînps selis cf tise hal'tiig cerîplets cf'
Stes'nhlsd anti llopkisss stirred lits spr'te
indignsation, at liearng a noble Heb)rew
jîsain se %vretelistily reiidered in tire tongtie
cf Eisgland. Hoè- n'as chllengeti te produce
zonetlîing better; and :ti oseicus cf is
lbewers lie iisidertock te do se. Very soon
afrer tise service cf tise day wvas ciosr'd wvitli
tise beau tifrîl cenmpositions wliicl begins Iris
first bock,,-

Beliold the glories cf the Laib,
Asiidst Iris Fatlscr's tirrorie
Prepare rinon' Iooirs for hri naine,
Anrd soiigs before riiikrreios,."

Se wvelcoine was tisis"l isen Song"' te tire
sversliiplers, anti sutls a pleasing eeîstrast
dini rlîy feel it to tiroir accustosacti deggcrel
that tise " ininovations " was alrssost uirat-
mosssly lînileti as a beoi, rand tisci cistrented
tire astîsor te conîtinue ]lis services tsntil at
leagthi a sufficient ;sumbei' cf lissrss wvas
contrilrrtcd te fcrma tise iasis cf a bock.
Sudsl wvas tise commncemnt cf a work
whiels lias aidled mîilions in tiscir devenions,
gciven a migfisty imnpulse te tise cruse cf
evangelicail religicîn, ansd, in ail problsaility,
wlii lIre servreisie to tIse Cîsîsielu of Chsrist
fer cenîturies te cerne. Tis volrune wvas
at lengtlr prsllisiieti ils 1707. Skeats says,
cf tise nutniietion cf tiiese lsymns, "lne
sooneci ii tlsey appear tisan tisey wcrc ca-
gcniy souglit for anti joyfuily tiscd. Tisev
were like glsoeers cf raiss on tise prircirel
cartîs, arsd froin sscariy ail tise fi-ce cisisicles
cf Eisgiaiid ansi Ainerica a riew liarvest cf
praise te Gofl at essce -rrose." Ia tels years
six editions cf lus hymsss wcre çoid ; anti
birc tienth iey have passeti thirgu ssrsm-
lrless editiens in Britairs anti Ainerica,
whiile selectiorîs froin thli t'orrw a large
prprto evcry modem srn yn-bok useni
in. tise Protstmnt clitircîres. Watts -%vas
cîsosen ininister cf a Nois-coisforirist cîsîrel
la Lonsdon, but rîftcr irubouririg tîsere eleven
years, il incasspacitated Iirisa for tire (lis-
charge cf Iris sirîties. Si' Th'lonmas Alsaey
receiveti Iiisn inte iris liospitrubie nsansion,
%vlscs-c L.e spersi tise reissaisiter cf bis libc,
extendirg oves' tirty.srx yenrs, us tise coin-
positions of linerarv ami tîrcologleai works;
aund aise in tise eiaigpmei cf lus hvmîss.
TPie univessities cf Edinbtnrglsi anti Aber.
deen united in conerrirsg on Isini iue deg-rceý
cf Doctor cf Diviniîy. le departed in
joyefis, cin-isian liope iii 1748, aist svas lis-


