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Accordingiy, instead of obtaining the advice of scientific econo-
mists, thc House wcnt through an elaborate process of inquiry to
find out the opinions of farmers; and as a resait of ail tise labour
and expense, the country lias the gratification of learning tîsat 54
farmers ilsouglit this, and 114 thotîght that, and 26 tiîotght
something cIsc, with many other tabulated statistics of similar
valuie. Now, we bave sincere respect for tse farmers as a class ;
but otîr respect wouid have prevented us from inflicting the
instilt of catechising îiîem on a subject on which eisey make no
profession to be e;pecially informed. The opinion of a farmer
on a question involving tise conspiicated action of economical
and social laws, is probabiy as valitabie as ihat of the average
merchant or manufacturer, if none of themi have quiified them-
selves for gîvîng an opinion by previosîs scientific study of the
subject. Witisout sîîch study, the vote of any class of men,
even if unanimous, is as worthles., in discovering the mysteries
of national economy, as it would be in deciding the truth of the
Darwinian bypothesis, or in settling tise controversy between
homoeopathy and ailopathy in mnedicine.

In the wvhol.- bistory of Cansada there is no record of a
politica.l condition so caiculated to make honorable men blush
for their country, as that iii whit.h the. Province of Qtîebec is
piaced at the present moment. It seems as if aul the safe.
guards of constittîtional -tGovernment had here proved utteriy
ineffective in sectiring a just or econornical administration of
ptublic affairs. The passions of political, partisanship not oniy
corrupt the popuiar assembly, but have extcnded tiîeir infec-
tion into the upper chamber, and even into the guberuatoriai
resîdence. It is sufficientiy alarming that an irresponsible
counicîl shotsld have the audacity to break down the one effec-
tive defence of î>opuiar Governrent, by tampering wîth the
suppiy bill, and that they should be supportedl in tlieir audacîty
by the Lieutenant-Governor ; but it formns a more mournful
outlook stili, when this political trick has the design and the effcct
of dîsplacîng one of the niost incorruptible ministerb ever
enîrtisted ith public affairs, and throsving the Governrent uf
the Province into the handb of a clique iaho ha,,c not c-ýen the
restraînt of parîy principles, but are simply receiving and dis.
bursîng the public revenue wiih the vlewy of keeping to them-
selves as much as possible iii its passage fromn receipt to
expendîture. Notwithstanding the clever budget speech of the
Provincial Treasurer, no intelligent man is blinded to the fact
that the expenditure of the Province bas been regulariy in
excess of its revenue ; and yet the representatives of the

people, in sudsi a serious crisis, bctray their sacred trust not
oniy by throwîng away some of the most valtiahie assets of the
Province, and by sanctionsng ai manner of unnecessary
grants, but even by votmng a large increase to their own
sessional allowance, and to the income of ministers. %Vho is
responsible for the continîsance of the present Government in
Qîîebec? Undoubtedly those men in the Province wvho
sssurp, the namne of Conservatives. Blît we have a higber con-
ceptiop of the great historical party wvhich distînguishes itself
by tbis tâtle, and in the namne of truc conservatismn we protest
against its being identiflcd with the administration of affairs in
Quebec. At ail events we have a right to demand of the
Conservative party ln Canada wbetber that is wvbat Consenative
Goveramen)t means.

Tise famous Bill to, restrict the immigration of Chinese into
the United States is btît an outcomc of the generai principles
whicls the American people have adopted for tie restriction ot
tiseir internai and international trade. The policy, wbich pro-
tects capital invesîed at home from the conîpetition of foreign
capitalists, is but legitimately appiied whcn it endeavotîrs to
prevent the depreciation of home labour arising fromi the
etitrance of foreigners into tise labour market. But this policy
is a ganse wvhich, may be played by more than one, and witbin
the last weck or two the Chinese have shouvn that they are not
disposed to accept with tame submission the breach of treaty,
as well as of intemnational cotîrtesy, impicd in the legislation
of the United States. It is safe to say that the conscience of
the civiiized world wvill flot disapprove of any reasonable
retaliation which the Government of China may adopt for the
insuit to Chinese nationalîty infiicted by the Government of the
United States.

The progress of the United 'States in the soltution of its
economnical problemns becomes of increasing interest to us in the
soltution of ours. Prom th e beginning the science of National
Economy bad the disadvantage, in American eyes, of baving
been first taught by Englishmen, and of baving moulded the
legislation of England beforc tîsat of any other country.
Tien tise rapid déVèiopment of the nation's wvealth re1ie-'ed it
from the pressure of economicai problemns. Even when te
great civil war forced on tbem a financial probiem of almost
unparaiieled difficulty, Mr. Lincoln and bis supporters were too
intensely absorbed in the main issue'of the conflict, to, take any
serious interest ini the subordinate question a s to the justice or
prudence of the methods adopted for raising the required
revenue. In fact, the aecessity of a beavy taxation in order to
the success of the %Yai enlisted the entire loyal population in
the defence of the war-tariff, ail the more that that tariff was
the ubject of disloyal attack from the Northern democrats,
wbo uvere in sympathy at once with Free Trade and with the
Suuthern Seccession. But these various influences, combined
in their hobtility to economical justice, bave for years bt-r.
lusing their force, and there arc ntimerous indications that
the equitable prinu.iples, of Pohitical Economy xvill control ere
long American legisiation.

Tise science is aoiv represcated in all thse leadiag universi-
ties of the United States ; and the risnýg intelligence of the
cotuntry is made aware of the fact, that Free Trade is not
a mere crotchet of a fewv economists with the insular prejudices
of Englishmen, but a doctrine on wbich ahl scientific econo-
mists, American and Etîropean alike, are agreed, as demanded
by national justice and prudence. Moreover, the nccessity for
an enormous taxation is diminisbing every ycar, in consequence
of -the surprising rapidity withi wbich the war-debt is being
reduced. Last year a surplus of $ioo,ooo,ooo was applied to
tiis reduction; and already it bas become evident that the
hijh tariff, demandcd by Uhc war, is no longer- a necessity.
The Commission, svhich bas been recently appointed to revise
the tariff, may be tboroughly.under the control of the priviieged
classes; but il ivili reqîsire , to make sème showv of -reducing


