
105

nlways gladly welcomed by the natives. It would be very many years
before those heathen could be made thoroughly acquainted with the
knowledge of the gospel; and though mere human effort was liable to
failure, so far as ho could sce this work was really God's work, and,
therefore, in Ilis own good time it must prosper."

MISSIONARY LABOUR IN THE DIOCESE OF R1UPERT'S LAND.

The greatness of the efforts made by the Missionaries for the extension
of the Gospel may be estimated from the extent of the journeys made for
this purpose. We have before us the notes of a Missionary journey of
500 miles on snow-shoes, accomplished by our Missionary, the Rev. T.
R. Fleming. It extended from Moose Fort to the East-Main district on
the east shores of St. James' Bay, whither wandering parties of Esqui-
maux came down from the Labrador coast. Some sketches of this
journey we shall introduce, that our readers may understand something
of Missionary travelling in Rupert's Land. The first night was passed
upon a bed of brush, and beneath the open sky. There was plenty of
dry wood to burn ; and a good fire, with a barricade of snow to wind-
ward, were the defences against the cold. In the morning 4 it blew a
hurricana, and drifted so thick that it was impossible to see which way
to go; so I was obliged to make the barricade my home for that day,
and a wretched home it was. I was half blind from smoke, and but
for my blanket, which I stretched on two or three poles stuck slantingly
in the snow, and extending roof-like over my head, I should have been
wholly covered with snow, so great was the drift. This was inwpossible
to bear, and I told my Indians so : but they said they could mond mat-
ters no other way than by going further into the woods, and striving to
make a sort of ient with the few coverings we had for our respective
sleds. It took hours to perform, as the deep snow bad to be cleared
away from the site of the tent, the poles cut, firewood chopped, and
brush obtained for carpeting and bed. Then the sled coverings were
too small, and the holes had to be stopped withi brush and snow, and a
bank of snow raised all round to keep out draughts at the bottom: a
blanket made the door. Just at sunset we got into a capital tent,
where we slept well, resolving, before we lay down, if spared, to be on
the move early next morning, and strive to make up for lost time. But we -
were doomed to disappointment; for, when the morning came, the storm
had not lulled, nor the atmosphere cleared. We were confined to our
bouse in the woods for that day also. Thus two whole days were lost;
and dreary days they were.

" On Tuesday morning we got under way again, but the coldness of
the weather, which usually forbids talking, or, at least, suffers little
more than the exchange of common civilities between winter voyagers,
and the almost utter-barrenness of the whole route, must excuse my
omitting to mention particular spots and camping-places. Suffice it to
say, that, at seven o'clock P.m. on our eleveuth day from Rupert's House
we arr.-'cd at Fort George; I must not, however, omit to mention, that


