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Ghuernsey Bullt Wonder of the World.

The animal shown at pags 117 took the first prize at the |
New York Dairy and Ca‘tle Show fur best ball uver ono and
under two years old. Ho was ea’ved QOctober 29, 18835, ou
the Island of Guernsey. He is Ly Wonder, out of Aven-
turier. He is now owned by Mr. E. N. Howell, of this city,
whose fine herd of Guernseys made the neawest and most
attractive display of all herds at the Duiry Show. { he Guern
seys are beautiful animals, and always make a fino display s
the show ring.  They are somewhat larger thao Jerseys, and
more uniform in color. R.N. Y.

POULTRY-DEPARTMENT.
Dorkings and Other Breeds.
A TEST IN CHICKEN-RAISING.

Eps. CoUNTRY GENTLEMAN.—Another year has pasced,
and the anoual Thanksgiving has been held at very many farm
houses throughout the cotire country. Many families have been
rcunited in whole, or in part, that have been separated during
the whole year, especially among New-Boglanders and their
descendants wherever they are now settled ; and for the many
blessing received during the past year from the kind Heavenly
Fathcr, who bestowsso liberally on all his carthly children, the
American farmers have abundant cause for thankfulnessin their
general prosperity. There have been some places visited by
drought and carthquakes which enlist the sympathies of all who
have been free from some such distressing casualtics, and need-
ed help bas been liberally offercd and sent to the sufferers by
those who have been more highly favored. All such intercom-
munications helpto bring the dwellers, both north and south.
t3 well as cast and west, into a closer boud of friendship
Thesc, with other passing events, should teach us wisdow, and
knowledge is of vast importance to the farmer, whether he lives
at the North or South, East or West ; we have one common
country, and are bound by comwmon ties, and any information
gained in the passing seasons by any farmer will benefit some
one if that knowledge is published, as we are a reading
people, and very many profit by their reading as well as by
their labors. One of the lessons learned by the writer the
past year has been in the rearing of poultry, and as each per-
ticalar breed has its advantages, some no doubt claim for
their favorites more merit than they really deserve com-
pored with other breeds.

The Silver Grey Dorking has been bred by the writer for
a number of years past, and with success. Itis a bird of
good size ; the chicks feather out early and grow figely, and
by some are considered the best fowl for the table; they cer-
tainly are a good table fowl, and they lay nice large cggs,
larger thaun those of many other breeds, and are good layers,
carcful sitters and mothers of their chicks—all good qualitics,
with the objcctions of an extra toe, and the large single comb,
which is liable to be frozen in winter, unless the fowls arc
warmly housed. A flock of nice Silver Grey Dorkings are
very beautiful in the eyes of the writer ; if well selected, they
are all nearly alike, and the cocks are splendid birds when in
full plamage, and are very showy on the farm.

Last spring my son procured three sittings of eggs; one of
a cross-bred fowl; one of Plymouth Rock, and one of Brown
Leghorn, to test with our Dorkiogs. The cross-bred eggs
were purchased of a neighber whose fowls were noted for good
size and extraordinary laying propensities, and were first
hatohed ; the Dorkiogs came next, the Plymoath Rocks fol-
lowing soon, and the Brown Leghorns last. The first three

—

lhrccd were hatohed in May, tho Brown Leghorns not till the

last of June, as the eggs were not received on the farm till
May 30th, We raised four pullets from the Brown Loghorns,
five from the Plymouth Rocks, four from the cross breed, and
five Dorkings. These constituted the pullets of the trial sit.
tings of the diffurent eggs purchased from our farm stogk,
These pullets have all been rearcd together as soun as the
«ize would permit of their running together, and were fod
mostly on wheat, until the harvest fields, which were near
the barns, became their foraging grouods duriog the day,
when they were fed mixed grain at night, corn, wheat apd
oats—what they would eat before going to roost. On this
fare they all grew finely, the Leghorns of course being
much the smallest. The cockerels were disposed of in the
kitchen as wanted for table use, as puilets were desired in the
cxperiment. Each sct of pullets began to lny in October; the
Brown Leghorns at hardly four months old. (1) Not all of them
have yet begun to Jay, but some of cuch breed, those probably
that are the best matured. The Plymouth Rocks and the
cross breds lay a yellow egg, while the Dorkings and Browa
Lieghorus lay a white or light colored egg, which is easily dis-
tinguished. The Dorkings lay a slightly larger ege than
cither of the others, none of which are as large a3 eggs laid by
birds of full age, as it not ezpeoted they should be.

Which variety will prove to be the best layers, will require
further treatment, which it is our iutention to give them,
separate from our flock under the same circumstances; all to
rut together, and fed alike. We have never before had as-
many eggs from pullets so early in the scason as this fall;
whether our method of rearing them on wheat when young,
and as they grew older tostill continue it, is the cause of
their early laying, L will leave your readers to judge. Their
main feed has been wheat, just as soon as they would eat it.
Their corn meal was scalded before feeding when they were
small, aod we have had healthy fowls and chicks with such
feediny; chicks free from gapes and all other aliments, I
should like to have any reader of this give notes on wy me-
thod of rearing these birds that will give information to the
readers of the COUNTRY GENTLEMAN; also, if any improve-
ment can be made in their winter treatment to production;
so far, we can discover very little difference in either breed in
their egg-production. (2)

dJ. TALoorr.
Rome, N. Y, Nov. 26.

{1} A Dorking pullet, hatched on January 27:h last, began to lay
on May 15th! A.R J.F

{2) For table-use, particularly f Doiled fowls, there never has
been aoy breed equal to the Dorking. Crossed with the large game-
fowl, they are capital for roasting, as the colour of the meat does not

signify. A.R.J. B,
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