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A Prlze That was Mussed
(By Annie L Noble, in ‘Forward.')
. Marion Elsworth and Isabel Norton were

‘not cousins, yet they rejoiced in the" pos-~
Rejoiced is”

", the word 'to use, for this uncle had been to

- gession of & -comindn. uncle.’

them a real benefactor. He was not arich
" man,, but having no children of his own, he

‘had- given both- nieces the very: best: educa-
.. Bach. girl.
" came from a family of small means, so. the-
" good old gentleman reasoned, that he could
do no better for each than 4o fit her to.bs.

tion they were abls to, receive.

self-supportmg. Isabel was rather hand-
some.: Mation’s sweet expression made. her
lalwa.ys attractive, and - both-—-when thelr
student life was ended—were equally quali—
fled' to teach to others what they had thor-
oughly learned.,

Immedrately after their graduatxon came‘
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i wrote many Ietters to, educational bureaus your tactics. Just deserving, working, and'

IRLS@*’

When at’ Iast the day: praying tor the hest is. not’ gomg to bring‘

.and former teachers.
came.for them t6 sail, each one had a rea-

sonable hope of a future position.- “Marion-
looked confidently forward to-a place in a
erowded ‘highschool, where work ‘wonld be
hard 'and the salary by no means large;
but it was a begioning. - Isabel had far
finer prospects. Certain irfluential friends

were - working to get her into 2 women’s col~
lege ‘of very high standing, where her work...

would ‘be congemial, her salary ‘double that
of Marion’s, and her home in the institution
one of luxury compared - to the humble

boarding place which a pubhc school tea.ch-

er_could afford, = ' - &
Marion, ‘however; *was far too sweetl-na-

tured to let this difference in their prospects .

give -her any. discontent, much less any
jealousy. In all their past intercourse, Isa-
bel had taken the pre-eminence, ' It seem-

‘THIS COMPARTMENT IS ENGAGED

—-a surprise which made them rejoice anew in
‘Uncle Ben.’ He wrote to each niece a

- fiote of congratulation; asstred her of his

continued affection, but told her plain}y that

what he now proposed to do for her was

probably the last pecuniary- assistance that

" he could give her. e said then that af-
ter months of hard study the girls must
“need rest; he propesed, theret‘ore, to give
them 'a sum’ sufficient .to cover the ex-
penses of a summer. in. Burope. He - be-
lieved that the trip would be a dehght and
a benefit- mtellectua]ly

Never were two, young women happrer 14
However in the few weeks previous to sail--

. ing, each had the same thought: “We musgt
find situations as teachers before the next
“school year begins.’. With this aim they
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ISABEL EXPLAINED

ed natural that she should start life in ad-
vance of her gentler companion.
did, indeed,’ have some qualifications of a

true leader, and in the first -weeks of their

foreign tour, Marion was glad to have her
manage the business of the trip. Sl liv-

ing constantly with Isabel, she perceived ia

her some traits not really admlrable, yet
strangely enough’these were just those on

whose possession - Isabel most prided her-

self.
One’ morning the girls were in Munich,
awaiting a traim They Were gomg to 4

musical festival m a quamt old hamlet in .

the Bavarian highlapds. ‘Whi 1e sxtting in

the station Isabel suddenly exclaimed :— -

‘Marion, I can tell you where you will’ surely
fail of success in life, if you do not change

~ lady 'who is president of -

' have telegraphed for reoms.

Isabel

even eecond best. One" must push, push.'_
and snatch every chance. Somebody must
always go to the wall in a’ scrabble, but it.
never shall“‘be her majesty, myself—-—never.

Before -“Marion ‘could - speak Isabél Hur-
ried ‘her across the platform, saying, “Thera
18 our train !> "I mean to’ have a compart-
ment to ourselves.’

‘We can’t; there are too many going ik

Isabel caught the door of a cab, or ‘wag-
gon,’ as the Germans. say, hustled Marion
"inside, then turned to face a simply—dressed'
- woman who was about to follow, "

‘ This compartment is engaged' Isabel
promptly explained.. '

“There are only .two of your party.’

‘The compartment is certainly taken,’ and
Isabel glanced “toward several ladies bld»
" ding an officer good-bye,

The elderly lady retreated, taking ‘the
next car, which ‘was unpleasantly crowded.
By several skilful manoeuvres of a similar
sort, Isabel managed to keep the compart-
ment to themselves, much against Marion's
consent, but Isabel protested : ‘Let in one

" and half'a dozen ‘will follow.’

The -train started, 'and soon the:varying
scenery engaged all their attention. - Only
once Belle, as her friend called her, exclaim-
ed: - "‘Last night I had a letter from the"
college She
will ‘see me in London next month; - "I am
told that if she approves now I WiIl get the,
posrtion. '

‘1 think she: will approve, said Marion,‘?'»

. thinking to herself ‘that-Isehel’s persomal”
appearance, ‘voice and manrer woald im-.f )

" press -her favorabiy. R -
Toward noon - Belle:.sald '~—“We ehould
T hwrd last
night' that the \nllage was. full ‘of people'-."
and the ‘one hotel crowded.’ ENE a2
.*We may get into some peasant's house.’
If clean I should-not object,’ said Marion.
“An -hour later they reached- the pretty-‘
. hamlet in a wide,-sunlit valley, where queer
red-roofed .cottages clustered - round - one -
ancient church. On either side was a pine-
covered mountain, and above and beyond a
glonous circle of snowy peaks, sharp cut-
-against blue sky. Blue and white Bavar-
-ian banners were waving everywhere, can~ -
nons: were ﬁring, the village streets and
country roads ‘were alive with . people in -
gala dresses. Marion wanted - to- ook :
about, but Belle hurried her to the hotel, -

only to be told that every place was full ex-.. ..

cept one undesirable dingy room.

‘Are your rooms aII occupied now ¥ ask~
ed Belle.

‘All but a few that are engaged by peo-
ple-just arrived or coming before. night.’ .

! Please show me the south corner’ room
with a balcony.! '
-‘That has been engaged for three da.ys by
letter and telegra.ph’ persisted the polite -

proprietor.

‘'Will you allow me to see it ?
reason,’ asked Belle. .

The man looked puzzled, but led the way,
while Marion waited below.

After ‘several minutes  they- came - back,
and -a servant was ordered, to take up ‘the
ladies’ luggage.’.. . ot

‘What a beautiful room ! = How did you .
get it 7 asked Marion. . Y77 UL
' ‘Oh, we found there was a mistake A
single room, not a double room, had heen
engaged,’ hastily answered Belle. ‘Now
let us hurry out to see the.fete.”-

Since this Is -a story of people--not of
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