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° THE OLD FAMILY PAPER. '~
"BY ALICE A, BARBER.

A mining-éamp in the West, which one
it does not matter, for there are 4 hundred
others very like thisone. It seemedgiven
over to the powers of evil. There was no
school, and no minister of the gospel had
over set his foot in the camp ; it was doubt-
ful if the voice of prayer had ever been
heard: . Sunday was a day seb apart for ex-
‘tra fighting and drinking. ‘There was not
oné temperance man in the place.. Wait.
A little farther up the mountain-side one
miner lived alone. . He was unlike all the
other miners. He never drank when he
came into camp ; in short, he had no part
in all the wickedness of the place. He
was_held in no_ little awe by the other
éampers, for he was the best shot in the
place, and several quarrelsome fellows
knew by experience. that his powerful armi
was a trained arm as well, That was why
he was known in the. camp as **The

became more quiet as the ¢ Justice's” tall
fisure towered above the crowd as they
waited for their mail. .

One Saturday afternoon the stage-driver
left an unusually large mail at the camp.
Most of*it proved to be for the Justice.
He sat down on a log and vead his letters
and examined several bundles of news-
papers. The campers looked on'and won-
dered what would come next. - That num-
ber of papers never had been scen at the
camp before at any one time. Just as the
sun was sinking out of sight the Justice
gathered up his papers, and then, standing
on the log, placed one hand to his mouth
and gave a call painfully like an Indian
war-whoop. ~The campers crowded around.
They knew the Justice was about to make
a speech, ‘ o

He began: * Ladies: and ~gentlemen,
-them that don’t keep still aund listen to
-what Ihave to say must remember that I
will settle with ’em as soon as T have time.
Seeing that ‘we .didn’t have no exbrn
amount of good reading in this camp, Iwrote
to some friends back in God’s country and
asked 'em to send me some of their second-
hand papers. Here they are, and they
ha'n’t been read till the ink is faded yet.
Anybody as has any chojce better speak
out.” And the Justice held up a Con-
gregationalist. o Christien  Advocate,
o Herald and  Presbyler, an Feaminer
and Chroniele and several other papers.

¢ There’s an Advocete. That's my
paper ; we took that to home!” cried an
old miner who was noted for abilities of
various kinds. He retired to a neighboring
rock, taking his Advocate with him,
He did not get. drunk that night nor the
next day, nor the next. :

“Got an  Ameriean BMessenger ?  We
always took that,” said a woman’s voice, .

“Yes, lots of DMessengers,” and the
Justice passed one over. ** Who clse took
the dmerican Messenger. Whose mother
took it ?" '

There was a fight about to begin on the
edge of the crowd; but the disputants
paused and both held up their hands for a
Messenger, The home paper settled is.

* My wife wants a Herald avd Presby-
ter ; her folks always took it,” said some
one else. ) -

Darkness had come on before every
camper had received the old home paper
and gone away to find a light whereby to
read. The Justice walked through the
camp. He paused in front of one saloon.
Several men were gathered there reading
religious papers.  The proprietor leaned
on the bar reading the Child's Paper.
The picture on the front page was like his
little boy who, in_beauty:and innocence,
went to sleep under Eastern violets. In
another saloon the gaily- colordd picture
“Apples of Gold” was nailed up behind
the bar. The Justice passed before an:
other drinking-place and watched while «
motto, covering mnearly a pago of alarge
paper, was tacked to the wall, Ie read”

sTor- Gad so loved .the world that he'
gave his only-begotten Sor, that whosoever
believeth in him -should .not perish, but
‘have everlastingdlife.” T S

Then the Justice went out into the dark-
ness of that mountain-side, knelt down,
and asked God to make those second-hand
papers a lasting good to that mining-camp.

Thore are tons of good papers lying
mouldy and dusty in Bastern homes that

Justice of the Peace.” The camjsuddenly|

‘might be the means, under God, of saving

many a Western town'if they could be sent
to needy places. ' Find out where they are

"] most necded. - Send them regularly. -God’s

blessing will . go' with your: papers and it
will  femain with vou.—dmerican - Mes-
senqger.. S T

“CHRIST BEFORE PILATE.”
Orders for this pictire are coming in at

the rate of between twoand three hundred |-
daily. It is mnuch -appreciated. by those|

who have received it. One would ‘be an

ornament to every house.  Subscribers of ) - -

the Messenger can get a copy by sending
25 cents to the publishers of this paper, in
addition to their subseription. - If your sub-

scription has alveady been sent, and .you| "

want the picture-serid 25 cents for the pic-

ture and it will be forwarded to you. -

ALL CANADA’S SCHOOLS -

ARE INVITED TO JOIN IN A NATIONAL COM-
CpEmrmoN. . -

Stories of adventure, tales of success through
greatest obstacles, of gallant endcavors which
have resulted in failure equally honorableabound
in this country. Farms and fortunes.were not
hewn out of the Canadian forests without the ex-

crcise of a heroism which must command at-|

tention and admiration wherever known, The
old men and womien who are telling these stories
now to their children and grn.nd»chilgiren:are

rapidly Passing away; oven thelr sonsand daugh-
ters will soon Ieave us. No good Canadian story
should be allowed to.passinto oblivion. ' There
are hundreds of them of sufficient interest to
light the firc of genius, Tho Witness wants to
gather them. 1t is not going to ask the old men
and women who were actors in' these scenes for
them, No one who becomes a hero by simply do-
ing his duty, knows hehasdone anything out of
the way. Besidesthese people are too modest to
write to the newstpu.ﬁers about what they have
done, and many of their sonsin the prime of lifo
have been too busy. .The -flame of Canadian
patriotism naturally burns brighter as a purely
h:mndi:m‘ generation arises to take the place of
those who called another land. home, We
therefore seb the . task of  recounting their
country’s glories and collecting the. material
for her - history and poetry to . the “young
people of the schools, It will do them good to
dwell on the courage, the self-denial and the
devotion manifested by those who turned:this
Canada of ours from an unbroken forest into!the
fair cultivated land that it is.- They " will - be
taught o lesson_of thankfulness that: they now
enjoy what has been earned with so much.pain
and labor. Their youthful energles, alse, will
stimulate the older ones to greater thought and
cfforts of remembrance than they would expect
without this incentive,. Iiisnotnecessary that
the events rccorded should be of the heroic
order. Any good - story, whether "of Lrouble
or of fun; any good description of - pioncer
lifo and surroundings, may be the ground-
work of the tulc which 18 to takethe prize. We
ask o carcful perusal by every one who receives
this paper of the plan here proposed.

There are in Canada - and Newfoundland
countles as follows:—New Brunswick, 15; Prince
Edward Island, 3; Nova Scotia, 18 ; Quebcc. 60;

Ontario {with districts), 48; Manitobn, 26; Bri-

tish Columbia {electoral divisions), 5; and count- |.

cd as one, each, Alberia, Assinibola, Saskat-
chewan, nnd Kecwatin, 4, and Newfoundland 2—
180, _Thare are also the cities of Charlottetown,
St. John's' (Nfid.), Hamilton, Kingston, London,
Ottawa, - Toronto, Brantford, St. Catharincs,
Belloville, Guelph, Montreal, -Hull, Sherbrooke
(town an& oity), Quebac, - Three Rivers, St. Hya-
cinthe, Halifax, St. John, Portland, Fredericton,
Wir&;ﬁpog,nnd Vict_;oriu., %

of 204, S

‘W offer tothe school children of each county or
city mentioned,as a prize, “Macaulaf"s History of
England,” in flve volumes, strongly andneatly
bound in cloth,forthe best true story of adventure

or talodescriptiveof piongerlife,thescencof which | v,

islaid in the county orcity in which the narrator
resides. Thus if all the countics compete, 204
copics of Macaulay’s “History of England” will
he given as_prizes for the best tales of as many
divisions of the country, as specified below. .

But thisisnotall, The 204 stories which have
won what we, for shortness, shall call *‘the Wit-
ness County ﬁrizcs,".wﬂl be submitted to a com-
mission in each province which will decide which |
of the number is considered the best, and award
a “ Witness Provincial Prize,” which will be a
completesct of Parkman's works, ten volumes fa
all, worth $15. For this prize, Alberta, Assini-
boia, Saskatchewan, and Keewatin, - will be
grouped with Manitoba. )

These eight essays, which have been- thus
selected, will bo then referred to some high
authority and that which will be adjudged the
best will receive & further prize of a Remington
No. 2 Typewpiter, with four drawer deskand
cover which solls for §i25.. This we will call
the ** Witness Dominion Prize,” L

hus, the fortunate winner of thol.‘.‘\Domintoh
.Prize,”-will win the Typewriter, by which letters|.

and correspondencg are printed, worth $125;:the
winners of “the * Provincial -Prizes,”” o’ set of
Francis Parkman's works, valuo 816, and the win-
nargof tho ** County Prize,” “Macaulay's History
of England”in five volumes,value $5.” There will
thorefore, be, ono Dominion prizo;exghtl’rovlncini
prizes 204 County prizes. . - -0 o 0L -

In‘addition, to render tho interest more gene-
ral, & copy of tho -Northern Messenger will be
sent for-a year to)the writer of tho best stery
from ench school, ag decided by the teacher, but
the teacher’s judgment will not nccessnrlfy be
followed by the judges of tho county prizes,
Further, overy compatitor will' receive » card
showing that hic or she had o part-in this errat
Dominion competition. " ° . o

Ag it is a)most impossible that any scholar
would be able to obtain' the necessary informa-

'] &I

3, making o grand total | I,

tion without-. nssistanco’ tho- ‘quost

would become . voxatious one.” Lo simplify tho
‘matter, each competitor will be permitted to get
all the assistance possible from.any source what-

-ever. = But tho story must be in the handwriting | ..

of the competitor, and the fact that the writer.is
lar pupil of the school must be certified to.

by tho head teacher thereof, " - 7 o e 0
Each- stor¥ must bo written on foolscap paper,
on one side only,and must not ecxceed 2,000 words

Tho sheets .must ‘be folded in :four, that is onc-'
page, gnd endorsed on'thq :

quarter the sizo of the
back, asfollows: . .. S

ER—-

| DoMINION PRIZE COMPETITION.

* (Name of Stor};) )

By

~ ' (Nom do Plume.)

v

- (Namo and Number of Schiool) -

(County.) "= 1 -

{Provinee) © - . -

©}_(Signature and Address of Toncher.).

Enclosed with the manuscript should be aletter
in g sealed envelope containing -the name of tho
writer,his or her nom de plume, which isattached
to the story,llienameand addressof the schopland
the teacher's certificate that theé cssay.referred
tois written by the scholar who is a member of
the-school. B 3 -

The Jast day for the mailing of these essays will
bo February-28th and the prizes will be awarded
as soon afteras possible, so asto be given at the
school closing, . - S .

The cssaysshonld be .sent in as'soon as ready,
to facilitato the work of selection,

“The judges of the county and province prizes
will be selectod by the superintendents of educa-
tion in cach provinceif they should eonsent, or if
not by the publishers of the Wilness-and will be
announced as soon as selected. - The judge of the
Dominion prize sought. for hasnotyet had time
- to repl_y' to the a})plicution to perform this dufy,
but will be one in whom -every competitor has
confldence, S : s
woi wii. .. RECAPITULATION: . .

ONE Dominion Prize—a Remington No. 2 Typo-
writer, with cover and four drawer desk.

,EI}({:SBT Province Prizes—~one set of Parkman’s
works. . . B ' .

Two HUNDRED AND TFour County Prizes,
Macaulay's History of England, in five volumes,
—as follows: . .

-, INNEWFOUNDLAND, one cach for the cily of
St. John's, the Peninsula of Avalon and the re-
maining portion of the Island—3, )

IN PrRINCE EpWARD ISTLAND, one each for

Prince, Queen and King's Counties, and the City
of Charlottetown,—4. : '
- In Nova ScoTis, one each for the counties of
Guysborougyh, - Halifax, Lunenburg, Queen’s,
Shelburne, Yarmouth, Digby, AmuB)olis, King's,
Hants, Cumberland, Colehester, Pictou, Anti-
gonish, Inverness, Victoria, Cape Breton, Rich-
mond and the City of Halifax—19,

"IN NEw BrRUNSWICK, one cach for the counties
of 'Restigouche, Gloucester, Northumberland,
Kent, Westmoreland, Albert, St. -John, Char-
lotte. King's, Queen’s, Sunbury, York, Carlcton,

Victorin, Madawaska, and the cities of St. John, |-

Portland and Fredericton—18, .

-IN QUEBEC, one each for the counties of Pon-
tiec, Ottawa, Argenteuil, Two Mountains, Vau-
dreuil, Soulanges, Jacgnes Cartier, Tochelaga,
aval, Terrcbonne, l./Assomption, Montcalm,
Joliccfe,  Berthicr, Maskinonge, Si. Maurice,
Champlain, Portncuf, Quebec, Montmorency,
Charlevoix, Chicoutimi, Sagucnny, Huntingdon,
Beauharnois, Chateauguay, Laprairie, Napier-
ville, St. Johns, Chambly, Vercheres, Richelicu,

‘amaska, St. i{yacmt}m, Bagot, Rouville; Iher-
ville, Nicolet,.. Lotbiniere, ovis, Dorchester,
RBellechasse,: Mmtmngnly, LTslet, Kamouraska,
Temiscouata, Rimouski, Bonavonture, ' Gaspoe,
Arthabaska, - Megantic, Beauce. Drummond,
Richinond, Wolfe,Shefford, Compton, Missisquol,
Bromag, “Stenstead, and the town and City of
Sherbrooke, and the cities of-Quebee, Montreal,

Hull, 8t. Hyacinthe, and Three Rivers—66.

1 2IN..ONTARIO _one each for the Counties of
Simcoe, Groy, Bruce, Huron Lambton, Essex,
Kent, Elgin, Norfolk, Haldimand, Welland, Lin-
coln, Wentworth, Halton, Pecl, York, Ontario,
Durham, Northumberldnd,
Hastings, Lennox, Addington, Frontenac, Leeds,
Grenville, Dundas, Stormont, Glengarry,  Pres-
cott,. Russell, . Carleton, nark, Renfrew,
Middlesex, Oxford,  Brant, Perth, Waterloo,
Wellington, Vicloria,Peterborough, Haliburton ;
the Districts of Muskoka, Parry Sound, Nipis-
sing, Algoma, and Thunder By, and the citics
of Ottawa, Toronto, -Hamilton, St. Catharines,
Brantford, London, Guelph, Kingston, and Belle-
ville,~-57. - L ’

Ono
WATIN, ST S .
- IN . MANITOBA, ‘one each for tho counties of
‘Marquette, Laverandrye, Provencher, Morris,
Manchester, . Haomilton,; Dufferin, Portage. la
Prairic; Selkirk, Plessis, .Rock Lake, Lorng, Nor-
folk, Lisgar, Westbourne, Beautiful Plain,Riding
Mountain, -Dauphin, -Minnedosn,” Shoal. Lake,
Duck Mountain. Russell, Dennis, Brandon, Turtle
Moungnin,. Souris River, and the City of Winni.
peg.~—27. PR o s .

One for the TERRITORY OF ALBERTA.

.One for the TERRITORY OF ASSINIROIA.

+ One for the TERRITORY OF SASKATOHEWAN.

JIN BriTisHE CoLUMBIA one each for the elee- |

toral divisions of Cariboo and Lilleot, New West-
minster, Vancouver, Victorin, Yale xmq Koote-

nay and the city of Vietorin—0.

g of ‘thél|
amount of assistance which might be: fgivcn‘
Y

o -(Dd_xﬂiniqn:_(}ompetition.) ’

Prince " Edward, |

for tho -BLECTORAL DISTRICT OF. KiE- |-

.07 THE PRIZES.-

1 Dominfon prize, prico. ...
'-8 Provinde prizes, at §15
gm_County prizes, at$5..

e o esms
“Wo hope to receive the assistance of teachors,
and trustees and oll interested to make this com-.
petition most useful and intereshintgf. Lo :
.~ Address all corrcspondence and requests for
fuller informationto . - - "o e
.- JOHN .DOUGALL & SON, - .
.. " MONTREAL, QUE. ™

... .Question Corner.

- PRIZE BIBLE QUESTIONS.

- The answers to tho Prize Bible Questions of
last year poured ix at sucha rate that the largo
drawer. cleared to hold them proved all too small

" {anda second one had to be appropriated. This,

with our usual press of Christmas work, is tho
reagon we are not able to announce the results of
the competition in this number, All béing well,
howejr,ep,‘ ‘sve hope todo so in our next.

' NEW CLUB RATES.
- The following are the Nxw Crup Rates
for the MESSENGER, which are considerably
reduced :

frerrireeeeae B 030

1 copy....
10 copies to one address..... - 2 25
20 ¢« Yool 4407
50 ¢« 0« ¢ ..., 1080
100 ¢ ¢ “ ..... 2000

Sample package supplied free on a‘pi)licn-
tion Jouy Dovcarn & Son, - .
: Publishers, Montreal. "

As 4 ReMepY roR Couahs, HOARSENESS AND
Sore throat, Brown’s Bronchial Troches give the
best possible effect with-safety. * They have
suitéed my case exactly, relieving my throat, and
clearing the voice so that I could sing with ease,”
T. DuonARME, Chorister French Parish Church, -
Montreal, . .

IMPORTANT TO TEMPERAN(}E PEﬁPLE.

- Persons ‘who abatain from the use of Intoxicating
‘liquors'cuy obtain a Life Insurance Policy, froe of charga,
in one of the strongest, safest, aud best Societies ln the
country if app'ied for at_once. Address (mention_the
Northern Megsanger), INSURANCE AGENCY, Post
Oftico Box 29:23, New york City,

-MADE WITH BOlLI“G WATER.

EPPS’S

BRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

COCOA

MADE WITH BOILING MILK,

- : 'r
The Nervous i "ALESHIVE -
. T . areinone of theso
The Debllltated:_ clugsen; thereforo,
The Aged | oottt
: + ought totake
€ ge . Palne’s Celery
essrssienaes 0 ound.:
This wonderful medicino restores tho nervous system,
. 'and also regulates the bowols, blood and kidneys, Thou.
scads of mervous, debilitated and aged pooplo have
. gained ctrength and health by using this great nerve
tonic, At all druggists, $1.00. Send for frea book.

seesecseriars

TTHE WITNESS.

A Damy Parer mailed to any address in
Canada and the United States for $3.00a year,
thatcontains thelatest newsund most interesting
reading, valuable market reportsand everything
that any person who wants to be kept fully in.
formed of the cvents happening all over the-
world, caves {o know. :

A WxERLY PAPER mailed to any address for
$1.00 & year, with the world's news summarized,
much interesting reading for the home cirele,
valuable hints worth many dollars a year to the
Ahounghtful, Question and Answer columns by
eminent specialists which are much thought of
“by subscribers, and o ciréulation of 34,000 copics,
showing its great popularity,

“CHRIST BEFORE PILATE.”

A _perfcc(; copy of a picture which was sold by
the artist for $120,000 cash, a single copy being
-sent to any -subscriber to the Daily or FWeekly
T'Vimessnud Messenger for 25 cents in addition
to the subseription prices,

Send for sample copies of the papers and sub-
seribe for them, ) o

' Joun DougaLL & Sox, -
& . Publishers,
Montyreal, . Q.

THE NORTHERN. MESSENGER s printed ani -
lished. every fortuight at Nos. 32lsn};{ll l}}t!.’eill S(EE‘(BJ;:BB

- s, Montreal, hy Johin Redpath Dougall, of Montreal,
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