The

-2,

SA N

C

S Lhe
atholie.

59

2ho Jubilee, with. an eXxposiiion of the
laws of God, which cajoined it upau the
Jows, |

The Hebtaw word jobel is supposed 1o

be derived from the verb kabil, wblc‘ﬁ.
meatis {o ring from or send Sack, I
signifies remission. ‘
fu tho Cwholic clivrch, the Jubiléd is
used to signily an extraordinary fidt ples
nary indulgence accorded by the Sove-
reign Pontil to tho univergal chureh, or
to such of the faithful as will comply: with
thiose conditions vpon which it is gronted.
Tho plonary indulgeuge of a Jubilee is]
differont from ordinary indulgences in
Qvis, shat the Pope gives moro extended
potvers o confessors in timeof a Jubiles.

The first Christian Ialilee was pro-
claimed by Pope Bontheo VIII in the
year 1300, and was granted only in favor
of such of tho fuithiul as should wake a
pilgrimago 10 Rotne, 4o the shitine of the
holy apostles.  In instituting tho Jubilce
this Pontiff decreed that it should have
place once in every century; but Clement
V1. afterwards reduced the period fo fifty
years. Urban VI1T. afterwardy decreed

aat it should recur each thitty-five years;

and ‘Sixtus I¥. farther reduced the time
to the quarter of a <¢ntury, or every
twenty-five years.

The year of Jubileo is called at Rotne
the holy year. It is solemnly opeiied on
the eve of the feast of Christthas Gy the
Pope, or f the S¢ete vatant, by thé dean
of the College of Cutdinals,

“The opening of the Jubile¢ is declared;
by ithe opening of one of the large doors
of entranco into the magnificent church|
of St Peter’s, at Ronig. Thiis door, tall-]
cd tho holy door, is kept walled up with]
sold masonry, nnd never opened except
10 indicate the retarn ot the year of Subi-
lee. The Pontiffy accompanied by the;
Cardinels. and other attendants, go¢s to
this door in solemn procession on the ove
of Christmas, and tnking a golden ham-:
mer, he strikes it three blows, saying,]
Aperite miki porias justitie, &c., and
then the masonry whiclh walls up the en-
uaace is demohshed. The Pontifl kneels
hnfore the entrance, while the door is
aspersed with holy water by the Peniten-
tiary of St. Peter’s, he then rises 3 takes
the crozier, entones the Te Deum lauda-
mus, and enters 1he church with the
clergy. With the same ceremony, simi-
lar doors in the three great churches of
St John Lateran, St. Panl, and St. Mary
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; Mnjor, are opened by three Cardinal le-
! gates, delegared by the Pope for this purs

i pose.

0a the next morning, the feast of
Christimas, the Pope gives his benediction
w the people 1 form of & Jubilee or in-
dulgence.

When the year terminales, on the eve
of Chsistinas succecding, the holy door is
again closed, to remain'so for 23  ye ars.

Formerly the indulgencs of the holy

i year could only be gbtained by those who

H

visited Rome, whith caused large num.
bers of people, from ail Europe, to visit
that city,  Rutafterwaids the Popes ex-
t:nded the benefit of the indulgeace to
other countries,

In our times, Jubilees are even still
more frequent, us it has become customs
ary with the Popes to prochim u Jubilee
the year of their consieration, and tlso

{sin, after the guilt thereof, with the efernal

1 penalty of eterpal punishment, but also

on oceasionsofaty particularemergencys
sirpilap1p that whicly at present hds in-
dugedithe: Holy Father to issyo big late
bull; accordiog n plévary indulgency in
form of & Jubilee to the feithfulwho com:
ply with the pregeribed conditions;:.and
unito in prayer for the pepsecited and
affljcted chyrch.of Spain.

Wo have snid that a Jubilee. signifies
an extreprdinary plevary induigence. 1t
may bo advisablo to state what i3 meont
by an indulgenca. Protestants aboinjnate
the very name, tnd peracveriugly iosist
that it means “a license for sin—a remigs
sian of all sin, past, present, and £2luve,
sald by the Antichrist, the Pope of Rome,” |
Wo do not expect thut our disclnimer of
sugh an obominable signification of an
indulgence, gratuitousfy imputed to the
Cathiolic ¢hureh, will have nny more
effect than ths dioussnid and one denials
alrcady befora the public, for the poet hos
well 3aid,

¢ Convines & man aguinst his wil,

{1e's of tho samo opioion atilly
Protostant declaimers do sotvishta know
what is the true teaching of tho Cuthslic
church o2 this and many other misrepre-
sented points of Catholic doctrine. But
for those whose minds are open to con-
viction, we progopily and plainly state,
that an indulgence is nut * a ficenso
commit sin 3 it {s wo¢ 4 a {orgiveness of
sin, present or past;” but: i¢ is a remis-
sion-of the temporal punishment due to

punishment due to it, has been removed
by the sacrament of penance. This e-
mission of temporal puniskment, by an in-
dulgence, necessarily supposés the doc-
trino of the Catholic church, that the
sinner by his crimes not only incurs the

dn abligation to satisfy tho justice of God
by a temporal penalty, Angd as God has
given to the pastors of his church the
pbwer < to forgivé dt to refain sin,” ds
lio gave  the keys™ 1o Peler; as lie gave
the power to  bind or loose,” it follows
that they have a right to designate the
works of satisfaction, the works of pen-
ance, the temporal punishment which in
proportion to his gwlt the sinner sheuld
perform.  Also they may, where good
reasons exist, exercise the discretionary
power cf loosing as well as binding ac-
corded them, and remit 1he rigors of this

penalty, or in other words, grent an in-
dulgence.

In St. Paul’s second epistle to the Co-
tinthians (ii. 10) wo find that the Apostle
*¢in the person of Christ,” grants such an
indulgenco to thv incestuous Corinthinn,

In primitive times, the doctrine of a
‘temporal satisfaction was so well setiled
that a sumber of rules regulating works
ol penaace, were deawn up by the church,
called tho Penitential canius, and sinners
were accostomed to expiate their crimes
by the works peescribed in these canons.
They were of great riger, enjorning lor
some sins days, for others yoars, for
others o whole lifetime of penance. Some
hereties, such as the Montanists, in the
third, and the Novations in the fourth
century, from a fulse zeal, declaimed
against the church for receiving great
sinners to comnmunion, cven alter repent-

g

faithfolly espiafed thelr offendess accardsd

anticipated hos period marked by U

declare him less guilty than those from

ance ; but she not only did-sv when they

ing 0 tho cadgi¥ hut dlso; ihere &hD;
sawexiraardiourydeivor nod greabmarky
of contrition; and for othes reasonsy she;

canons, end by un indulgence, vestore:!
them at oncoyto commminiol with the
fuithful. As the penances werg for a
cerfoin pumber of days, or so mavy years
—~or for q lifo titg; -s0 were the indul-
gences o remission of the penance for o
cestain number of days, ar for so dany
véurs, or on eotirg remissjon ¢ and henco
tho distinction hetween o, partiak and 2
plenary indulgense.

Alihough the penjtential ¢anons be now
disused, the obligation of a temporal satis-
faction for sin is v great as ever.  ‘Tho)

'right to xefuse 1§ perform theps The
obligation of msli%ution still remaing; aad
{1 reparation bf Wrongs ov injaries sy
il b8 mads,  [ow then Gan the indul.
gence negative thie great duty of doing
peunned ? It i3 not confemplated o ye-
Yovs 7ho pevitent feom this duty. What
then ts its aim 3 {2 is to supply that de-
ficiency of penaace which is found in the
repentance pothaps of tho woxt conlrite
and fefvent. When the consented sinnev
has complied with the injutetons of bis
confessos, tand dons other works of Wgr-
tification and penancs, how often is there
but slight progiortion batween his atongs
ment and his eripes!  HHow ofian are his
works defos uve for wint of due atteatfon
and devotion T The indulgencs, if really

sinner must satisfy the justice of God. IU.secured, will supply thesa defieiencies.

tha church does not pow require him, as
she wes wont to do it times of primitive
fervory to expiate his sins by long public
vigis and fastings in sackcloth and ashes,
at tho door of the temple, she does not

Woe éby really secured, ecagse & great
deal is requisits in order to secars the
penefit of an indulgence,

Ist. A person must repont for all his
‘sins with sincece sorrow of heart. '

whom she formerly reguired such an
stosewent. 1o the private ibunel of
penadee, the sinpor is enjotned to do
worky of satisfaction, and the Holy Father,
on ¢ertain conditious, and because of his
purt “in tho communion of saints,” allows
him to have fccess to the overffowing,
trensury of the church, made vp of the
riches of tne superabupdant mérits of
Christ the Stviour, and of the merits of
the saints. Tho keys held by the Pope
as successor of St, Peter, will uslock 1his
treasury, and the poorest child #in the
housebold of faith,” tmay there obtdin
spiritual riches which are more voluable
than the wealth of the world.

Do not indulgences in some measure de-
rogate from. the merils of the Saviour?
Of, course they cannot derogate from his |

’

merits, which are superabundant in them-

-selves, but which, by his own will, stand ;

in need of special npplication to men, as}
intimated by the Apostle in the Ep. to
the Collossians {1, 243, « ! fill up those

things thot aro wantieg of tha sufferings .
of Christ in my flesh for his body, which |

is the church.” ‘-

[tis a point of faith thatthe merits,
sufferings and satisfaction of Christ were
more than enough to redeem all men. but
it is also of faith that he did not wish to°
redeem mon without their own cosopera-
tion. He wished theic sufferings, sutis-!
fagtion, and murits, to be united to his!
ftom which they wera to derive their
value and importance. This uaion eof
their merntts ond works of satisfaction to
his is wanting in order to * fill up™ the
plan of redemption. An applicaticn of
his merits to men by goad warks as pres-
cribed for gaining an indulgence, can
never therelfore in any wise detract from
their infinite value, since he cottemplated
and provided for such an application
himself. ,

But do not indulgences negative the
great duty of “doing penance?””  They
in no wise affect the duty of « doing pen-
aace,” becuuse they do not profess to res
lievo the penitent sinner from the sbliga-
tion of doing “works worthy of penance.”
The confessor in his tribunal still onjoins

2d. He must confess them all to o duly
avthorised priest with a fietn purpuse to
amend, and mike repatation.

3d. He must mnke a worthy tommu-
“nion. .
¢ sh. He must perform the good works:
required by the Popa with the intention
designated io his letters.
. ‘These-conditiors for gaining the benehit
of an indulgence are nnt so ensily ¢om=
plicd with; and consequently the benefit
of an indulgence is sot so very easily
secured. '

But if secureds we repenty ove of ity

effecls is,to'supply the deficiencies of our
T works of ‘peniace, &nd when plenusy, it
lsupplit‘.‘s the place of those canbpi¢} pen-
!ances formaly imposed on sinders and
:by them performed, and remits the teni-
putal putdishment, which according to-
(aith, semains dué to sis, alter ifs guife
and the eternal punishment Lave been
ureviously remitted in 1h6 sacrament of
penance. **The Jubilee of the new law,”
says Bourdalone, ¢ is properly that in
which the true slaves, 1 mean, those
whom the Demon keeps in the servitude
of sin, are breught back 1o the full and
entiro liberty of the children of God ; that

;in which reconciled sinners cuter again

in:o the perfect enjoyment of ithe sruc
geods, in recovering the merits which
they had acquired before Gnd, and which
they had lost by sin; that in which the
trae debts, I mean the paios due to sin,
aro cancelled and entirely abolished.”
Scr pour Pouvert du Jubile,

Tue Pore’s Auvocytion.— The Ga-
zetle Despostes of Frankford gives a let-
ter from Rome, dated the 5tk of August,
in which it issiated that the publication
of the Pope’s allocution, refative to the re-
ligivus affairs of Russia, has produced a
great seasation at the Russian embassy,
and that, as report goes, al' diplomatic re-
lations have cltused Ubetween the two
COouris.

—A censonsiip of sucred music is ahout
10 be establlished »t Rome by Cardinal
Patrizza the Vicar of tho city, for the
purpose of restraining the exuberant fug-
ces of the dilletanti.

works of penance, and the sinner hus no



