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georety? Bnt Masonry is not, properly speak-
ing, a secret society,inzsmuch z3 its tenden-
¢ies,objectsand aims dre open for all the world
to see. Those ¢nds are brotherly love, relief
and truth, boundless charity and untiring
benevolence. For this we are uunited, to this
we are bound by'the most solemn obliga-
tions. Clergymen and physicians, lawyers
and journalists, merchants, princes, skiiful
artizzas, all are ready to give their best aid
one for all and all fo-one. For our own
turn maycome when we shall need a brother’s
hand and a brother’s sympathy. A confla-
tion such as that of St. John might re-
ace the wealthiest here to abject poverty.
Misfortunes overtake us all alike, and adver-
ity visits us in turn—no life is exempt from
suffering—no career is free from vicissitudes;
and slthongh, (to guota the eloruent words
of the Grand Master of Kansas), Masenry
cannot subdae the tempest, nor say to the
ocean, ‘‘Peace, be stall,” yet it lilts the sink-
ing mariner from the engulfing wave and
warms him into life, It cannot bush the
voice of the thunder, nor arrest the light-
ning’s fiery missile; but it takes the victim
of the storm and wraps its snow-white robe
around him. It does not stand at the door
of the sepulchre to roll away its stone and
bid its silent, solemn tevant coms forth; but
it finds the lame, the halt and the blind, that
have fallen Ly the wayside, and pours into
their hearts the oil of joy and gladness. It
does not go abroad to proclaim its benevo-
lent spirit, but it wipes the tear from the
widow’s eye, and guides the feet and guards
the head of the orphan. It does not boast
of its deeds of charity, but it ‘“feeds the
bungry, clothes the x ied, and bindsap the
wounds of the afilicted.” It does not claim
that it has fraternized the world; but it
diffuses its spirit of universal brotherhood
and charity as gently as the dews of Hermon
and as genially as the light of Heaven. Not :
many mouths ago our Grand Master stated |
that in the last eight years the lodges under ;
his jurisdiction had dispensed in charity
over $50,000. Last year the Grand Lodge
.alone distributed nearly 85,000 in charity,
and this exclusive of the sums given for the
same object by private ladges and by indi-
vidual Masons. By these and such hke
froits is the Masonic Order known. You
need no shining appeal from me to urge you
to goon as you have begun, to give to-day
as liberally as yon have done before. You
%now as well as I that thersare still widows
to be cheered, orphans to be fed by your
"bounty; that here and there some distressed
Brother who is in want is timidly and anx-
jously waiting to be reheved, perhaps, by
the very contrivutions yon are about to
.give this afternoon. O, if you could follow
* this money which you are about to offer for
the relief of the poor to-dsy—if you could
trice it to its destination and gee tho juy
-and gratitnde that it evokes, yon would

wigh you had given double. Brethren, I
kndw that yod hive many-elaints ‘apon yén
and constant applications for rokef: tmb .1
ask you to remember that yon are hound,
not to love others less, butto love some
more ; to bs ckaritable to all, but especially
to your brethren. ‘The world will judge
you ** by your frnits.** See then that ye
have not to be ashamed of your fruits. Do
not let us rest with the noble past or happy
present. The present is thé legacy of our
fathers to us,axd the futare will be our legacy
to those that shall come after ns. Lot us
de our best to make that legacy a glorious
ope, worthy of ourselves, of our noble aims,
and of our ancient Brotherhood.
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The Liother Lodge, Kilwinning.

. We are indebted to R. W. Bro. d.

{H. Isaacson, Grand Secretary G. L.
. of Quebec, for a copy of the following

article from the Ayr, Scotland, 4d-
. zertiser, April 19, 1860, which will
i prove of interest to our readers:

On Saturday last, the members of
: the Mother Lodge, Kilwinning, as-
" sembled in their Hall to receive and
' consider the Report of the Committee
. which had been appointed to inquire
tinto the rights and privileges belong-
| ing to Mother Kilwinning.

Depute-Master Conn, in introduc-
' ing the business of the meeting, ex-
| pressed the pleasure he felt at seeing
i so many brethren present, some of
whom were from a considerable dis-
tance—thus showing the degree of
interest they took in the prosperity of
the ancient Liodge, of which they were
members. He thought they shoald
all know what were the privileges of
the Mother Lodge; butas he believed
considerable misapprehension prevail-
ed regarding her proper position, he
had called this special meeting of the
brethren for the purpose of havieg
made more generally known some of
the inalienable rights and privileges
which belonged to this most ancient
Lodge, and which, with the suppor}
of the brethren he should on all fit-
ting occasions endeavor to wuphold.
Bro. Conn then called upon the Sep-
retary (Bro. Wglie), who, on behalf




