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THE GOVERNMENT REPLY.
The Dominion Government has sent to

the Secretary of the Dominion Alliance a
formal reply to the deputation that watt-
ed upon it last November. This reply
will be read by prohibitionnsts with feel-
ingof intense disappointment. In a hard
fight apinst heavy odds, with compara.
tively mail expenditure of money,
against wealth, fraud and prejudice. they
won a splendid victorv, securing a ma-1
jority of 13,916.

The Government bases a refusai to
grant prohibition, on the ground of the
smallness of the prohibition vote. This
excuse comers rather late. When Hon.
Sir Wilfred Laurier promised definitely
on behalf of the Government. to obey tie
mandate of the people as expressed at
the pois, hA could not be understood as
meamng teoobey the mandate of the peo.
ple who gave no mandate. The people
whose opinion was te be respecetd were
the people who expressed that opinion.

Quebeo is the only province of the Do-
minion that voted against prohibition.
The great majority recorded in favor of
the liquor traffie by that province was
largely the result of misrepresentation
and fraud. Yet, it was wiped out and
over-balanced by the English.speaking
provinces, which gave a majority of
107,947 in favor of prohibition. The de.
cision of the Government cannot be ac.
cepted by the prohibitioniats, and an ap-
peal will doubtless be made to Parliament
for fairer treatment thon the Govern-
ment seema disposel to grant.

PLEBISCITE FRAUDS.

In other columns of this paper wili be1
found references to the Quebec vote In
the prohibition plebiscite, charging
thatgros. and widespread fraud existed
in the naking of returns, and that the 1
great majority against pronibition,
polled In the Province of Quebec, ls not
a fair expression of public opinion, but
was obtained by hallot-stuffing of the
mont shameful kind.

Thse charges are made by gentle.
men who are thoroughly reliable, con.
scientious and careful. They would
not make them unles they had definite
knowledge that what was stated was
true.

The matter was discussed at the
annual meeting of the Quebec Branch
of the Dominion Alliance, held on th'e
2nd ina&t We understand that an
appeal s to be made to the Dominion
Government for a thorough inquiry

There is the more necessity for thi
change in view of the probability of ou
having prohibitory legislation at an early
date. We want prohibition that will not
be at the nercy in any locality, of any
magstrate who prefers to use it as
aupani of licensing liquor selling.

hibition than has been supposed. PUBL1C OPIN10N.

CANADA'S LIQUOR CONSUMPTION. A great deal is sometimes said an

TiRe elent fr heCommissioner et In. written ta the effect iliat it is absolutelyland Revenue for the year 1898 shows a
remarkable falling off in the quantity of necessary ta have an overwhelming pub
spirite entered for consumption ina the lie opinion in favor nf prohibition hefore
Dominion of Cana la. a prohibitory law can be enforced. 'o

''he average quantity of Canadian a certain extent pnblic opinion assiste
spirituous laquor paying duty annualiy law enforcement, but laws are frequently
for the post thirty years has been 1,010 well enforced and thoroughly effective
gallons per one thousand of our popula. in communities in which there in io pub.
tion. The average annual quantity for eli opinion in their favor.
the five years ending 1875, was 1,674 'Tie effectiveness of law enforcement
per 1,000 population. The average is determined by the integrity andsac-
quantity for the five years ending 1898 .tivity of the oficers who have charge of
was 658 gallons. The quantity entered its enforcement. The cases in which
for consumption in 1898 was 536 galions. private citizen. make personal sacrifices

This failing off was te be expected. in- of either money. time or convenience te
asmuch as the quantity of liqutors entered assist these officers, are very rare.
for consumption in 1897, and the revenue In ordinary cases policemen and other
collected thereon, were much above the- - law-enforcing officiais, are exspected toe
average, a great deal etnapiite beng diligently watch for evidence of law viola.
tagen eut ie.bond n anticipation of a tion, and use cvery effort te detect and
changeattadiadunies. 'hi total revenu punish offenders. l'here seems to be in
accruing on Canadlian spirita in 187wam the minds of seme people an idea that in
$4,772,369. The revenue for 1898 WA" the case of liquor laws some other peo-

T3,593,980· o ple should do the work of the offieials,
'The total quantities et' intoxicating liorthat the official'a duty i simply te

liquors entered for consumption in 1898:% wit till other people bring him evidence
for ech I,00 of our population was as or information of wrotgr.oing.
i prlws 5 aoIn certain parts of the United States

Spirit38.......... 3 allons law-enforcing officiaIs are periodically
Beer ........... 3,80>8 siîe
Wmine............82 leted by the people, and therefore e-

flect in their personal sympathies the
Toa 4opinions of the community in which they

. ·o····.4,·26·work. Such a state of affairs does not
This shows a per capita consumption exist in Canada, »nd putl opinion is

e: intoxicating liquor of about tour and not generally a factor in law enforce-
a half gallons, which is about one-fourth mentexcept in sofar as it May influence
the quantity consumed in the United men who are more anxious te stand weil
States, and about one.seventh the quan- with their neighbors than todo their duty.
tity consumed in Great Britain. Fortunatly, Most Canadian law-enfore.

ing officials are responsible te higher
SECOND OFFENCES. authority, less mnfluenced by local senti-

ment and more in harmony with public
In the License Acte of nearly every opinion as a whole.

province, and also in the Canada Teni. Active hostility te a prohibitory law
perance Act, lis ta be found an import. would come from exactly the same ele-
ant enactment in the following or somp ments that are now hostile te the restric-
similar form:-" A conviction may in
any case be had as for a first offence, not.
withstanding that there may have been
a prior c<nviction or convictions for the
same or any other offetnce."

Under the Scott Act the penalty for
selling liquor is for a first offence a fine
of Fifty Dollars, and for a third offence
imprisonmient for two months. Under
the Ontario License Act the penalty for
selling liquor without a license is a fine
of Fifty Dollars to One Hundred Dollars
for a first offence, and iaprisonment for
four menths for a second ofience. In
many places magistrates persistently
treat aIl offencea as firt offences under
the provisions above quoted, thus mak.
ing a fine the penalty for every offence.

Where offlicers are not diligent, con.
victions are few, and offenders escape
with fines that they can afford te pay, be.
cause of the profit they matake. This sys-
ten practically licenses liquor selling in
Scott Act counties, and licenses dive.
keeping in other places.

It may be sa.id that this evil results
from the abuse of their piower by magis-
trates and prosecuting oficers. Where
power is abused systemaetically and con
tinually, the simple remedy for the abuse
is the taking away of the power. Matters
have come to such a pass that it seems
absolutely necessary to secure some
modification of the clause quoted.

tive provisions of license law. Proibi-
tion is naturally Pasaer of enforcement
than licease. There wli always he effort
on the part of a few to defy any law by
the violation of which they can mako
money. rhese offenders will not be kept
in check by the opinion of a community.
'rhey can only b prevented loing wrong
bo honest officials. The personal char.
acter of law-enforeng officers is what de.
cides whether or not a law is enforced.

A WARNING.

The desperate effort made by the
anti-proibitionists in the Plebiscite
campaign shows forcibly that they feel
the weakness of their position and the
strength of the movement for the total
suppression of the liquor traffe.

A determined attempt was made te
secure the submission of a question
that would have been misleading and
unfair. An attempt, was also made to
induce the Government to declare be-
forehand that a simple majority of
votes polled would not he sufficient to
warrant prohibitory legislation. Failse.
hoods regarding the uterances of the
Dominion Premier were freely circu.
lated. A most ingenious and to some
extent successful attempt was made to
persuade friends of the Liberal party
that a vote for prohibition might be an

s' injury to the present Liberal Govern-
r ment.
y When the voting was completed, It
t wa. admitted that prohibition had
y carried. Returna were incomplete.

Despatches from different points of the
Province of Quebec, however, made it
clear that that Province had declared
against prohibition. A carefully calcut-
lated estimate of the probable majority

- was published. Ciiously enough this
estirnate: was lncreased f romt day te
day during the interval bot ween pol-

- ing and the officiai publication of the
vote. The Government announcement
of the Quebec vote when made, showed
a majority of about double what the
anti-prohibitionistahad atfirstclaimed

9 It la very Improbable that the early
estimatescould have been sofar atray
Quebec prohibitioniste claim te have
evidence of fraude which explain this
increase, and confidently assert that
their Provinceha been miarepresented
and is not ai hostile to prohibition as
the reported figures would lndicatt.

Al this le a warning to prohibition.
lits. It ought to impreus them with the
fact that they are dealing with an
enemy absnlutely unscrupulous, dia.
perate in its fear of overthrow, and
financially strong enough to make a
tremendous fight. The content has
only begun. When Parliament comes
to deal with the question of legislation
every effort will bu made to thwart the
friend of right and to prevent the carry-
ing out of the will of the people. One
of the mot important duties of pro-
hibitionist. at the present time i to let
It hi distinctly understood that they
will stand by the men who stand in
Parliament for what i aright, and will
unhesitatingly i ppose, regardles of
any partisan prejudice, alI who aide
with the liquor traffic against the
people. We owe this to our friends in
Parliament, and to the cause upon the
triumph of which so match depends.

LICENSE FEES.

The Ontario Government has intro-
duced into the Legislature a bill provid-
ing for an inoresse in the fees to be paid
for licenses to soel strong drink. The
increases are on a aliding scale culmminat.
ing in the highest addition, which is
made to the fees charged in cities of
100,000 population. The only city of
this class in Toronto. Liquor sellera
there will have to pay 8150 in addition
to the $350 that they are now charged,
making the Toronto license fee $600.
'l'he increse proposed in other cities is
less, and in towns les still.

. emperance people are not very much
interested in this question. It is not
likely that the change to be made ivili
diminish the number of licenses. The
same business wdll go on, the saine evil
will be done, the same prices for liquor
will be charged, the Government profit
on the transaction will be a little more,
the liquor sellers' profit will be a littie
less, the community will suifer just as
nuch.

Th whole theory of the license system
ia wrong. No Government has a right to
authorise an evil buiness for a money
consideration. The amount of the price
does not affect the nature of the trans.
action. It serms to us that there is
little moral difference between the action
of the man «ho commits a crime for the
sake of t:00) and the man wbo commits
a crime for 11,0M0. The liquor me'n are
strongly objecting to pay more than they
pay now. Temperance people are not
interested li the division of the plunder
and will probably leave the Government
and the liquor sellers to settle it between
themselves.


