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Pienty of fresh air is indispensable, and also access numbers. and wv have gmI rensons for bieving
to a yard in weather not severe, but so nuch liberty tï there is an incrense in quality, owing te the
is not necessary as in the casc of breeding wes inersing number of thc gootibites that are being

A lamb that is properly cared for should weigh, say It4ld
130 (o i50 Ibs. at one year, fron which the selling It isalsocnceurging to notice that white the wholc
price may be casily estinated, as lambs about one milnier of the Iivc stock in the country has dccreaied
year olid bring rcadily from 5 to 5X cents per pound as mentionct above, thc has been an incrcasc of
live weight. The price for older sheep is at least one 33,238* hcad in the number of cows kept. Fron
cent per pound les In tis way a quick return is tis it i apparent that dairying i on the increase,
secured for the outlay. In the case of cattle the whEch i as Et should be.
retum docs not cone in for at least two years, nd But white there i an incrse in the number of
oftentimes not so soon. Theit is a wide opening cows kcpt the average milk yield per cow during the
here for the farmers if they choose to fitl it. There chcese factory scason Es less than in 1887, and even
can be nu doubt but that tic home markç for thtis lema thin the average for the past six years. t
kind of produce will continually increase witht the
growth of our towns and cities,

The Live Stock Industry

The condition of the live stock inchistry nust always
be of paramnount importance te Ontario-she is so
favorably situated for its growth. While Ontario
cannot any more compete with the great North-West
in raisiilg iheat chcaply, she can holdi her own in
raising the superior grades of meat. It is well then
to have Ontario stocked te lier full capacity with
beasts of the right stamp. Yes, that is it ; beasts
of* the right stamp, if her farmers would only alit
realize its importance.

If the lands of Ontario vere only stimulated te
their utmost capacity by the aid of thesoiling system
and artificial mnanures of the right kind, there is no
question but that the numbers of live stock kept would
be more than doubled.

But numbers atone is not the great consideration.
It is neverso important as quality. A large number
of animals may be kept on a fann at a loss, while
a smalt number on hie same farn might fetch a
profit.

'Ve do not then take it as a bad omen when we
find in the î888 report of the Bureau of Industries,
that, while there lias been an increase during recent
years in the growth of almost overy kind of food
for keeping stock, there is a decrease in the num-:
bers in every branch of the live stock industry as
compared with 1887 except ihat of horses.

It is hopeful to note an increase in the number of
horses at the present time, for two reasons. First,
they have been bringing good prices, in the market
for some time past, at least relatively, and second,
the staff of working horses on Ontario fams has been
too few in number, and too light in body up te the
present. Because of this the ground is not sufficiently
tilled, hence the superabundance of weed life on every
hand. Horse power is always the cheapest power
that can be employed in driving wets away to their
own place.

There were 20,857 more horses in Ontario in 1888,
than in the previous ycar, and Of these 4,303 were
working animals. 'We talk about liberating agencies
of plant food, rat, if we would only sec it, there is
indirectly no liberating agency linder the sun that
will compare witL working horses when tuning theland
over and ov-r, and through and through, thus pre.
pauing it for that comminution of weathered par-
ticles so favorable to the support of plant life.

During the sane period the number of cattle
decreased by 19,626 head. This decrease was chiefly
in working oxen, store cattle and young animas. It
is not necessarily a sign of retrogression. We have
never lacked so much for numbers as in quality. A
little improvement in quality would soon more than
counterbalance any loss from so small a decrease in

amounted to 2,673 pounds Cci each cow against 2,740
pounds, as the average during previous years. Now,
it would be clearly better every way to try just to
increase the average milk yield tian th number of
cows. There can be no doubt but that 4oo,0o cows
woule do the work of the 781,559 cows now in the
Province. if managed and fed according te the most
approved rules. A t dairy association meetings, line
upon line and precept upon precept have been given
to the people, urging upon them the wisdom ofincreas.
ing the average yied per season per cow, and yet
there has been no increase in titis direction since
1882.

The falling off in the numbers of sheep kept in
the Province is to be regretted, for we are now clcarly
under ratlher than overstocked in the line of shîeep.
The wholcnumberofsb_epin the Provinceis1,349,044,
as compared with I,8ço,733 head in 1884, a falling
offduring that period of 44,689 head in fiveycars, or
nearly go,ooo head each ycar. This decrease bas
been constant, as well as large, and mostly in the
coarse woo classes.

The number of sheep on every one hundred acre
farnm in Ontario on an average is clearly less than seven
head, which is too smiall a number to perform well
the office of scavengers. The odds and ends of pa.-
turc on every one hundred acre far will keep more
than seven head of sheep in prime condition. They
will at the same limé render good service in biting
off many forms of useless and noxious weed life which
are so fond of growing in fence comers and bye places.
The shcep industry would in no way bc overstocked,
If the farmer Icept as many for public disposal as at
present, and raised haif a dozen each year in addition
for home use.

While there is room for a large extension of the
sheep industry, there is also room for their improve.
ment. Large numbers of highway sheep are still in
the land. And wherever this state of things exist
there is a class of shcep far below the average.

On the whole, however, the indications are hopeful.
The growth of good food for stock is on the iricrease,
while the numbers of the live stock is on the
decrease. The export of coase grains is also decreas.
ing. The conclusion then is irresistible, that more
is being fed te the stock, and therefore there must
be an improvement in their quality. If the numbers
of live stock were decreasing and there were also a
decrease in the amount of food grown, there would
then be just cause for alarm.

The Sigus of the Times.

Sometimes it is well to take stock. It is a practice
that will not harn any business, and to most pursuits
it is very helpful. National stock.talcing is quite as
helpful te the nation as private stock-taking is to
the individual. This, however, can never be donc in
any country where there is not a bureau of statistics.

Iappily wo in Ontario are thus supplied, and through
the painstaking of the indefatigable secretary, Mr.
Blue, we are cnabled every year to lay the finger on
the pulse of the prosperity of this Provin:e, and
hence discern pretty clearly the signs of the tEnes.

Since the commencement of the existence of Tim
Liva STOCK JOURNAL, which, by the Way, Was
almost cotemporancous with the establishment of the
Bureau o( Industries, we have been advocating grow-
ing a less acreage of wheat, and a larger acreage of
food adapted to the support of live stock. That the
current has set in this direction is very apparent on
reference te the tables of the Bureau.

Below we give the comparative acreage in tht
vanous farm cmops for the yearb 1882 and 1888
respectively. It will be remembered that the report
of the Bureau only gocs back to the former year.

X882. 1888.
Fa .whet........... ...... î,88,520acre. 826,s37 acres.
Spring wheat................. b86,811 167,8so
Barley....... ............... 848»617 kS,432

S..................... 387,47 1,849,868
Rye........................î8P,276 84,087
Pease....................... 560,770 696.63
Corn...... ............... 2-6,75 222,971
Buckwleat.................... 50035 57,528
Beans........ .......... . .. 19,787 22,7w
Potatoes. .. ............... î6o,7oo l.ç33913
Mango1ds..................15,791 21,459
Carrots..................... 9,955 I1'524
Turnips....... .... 78,823 ,
Hay and Cover.. .î,82,89o a ,292,638

7,381,566 7167,350

Front, titis table it fs apparent that En evcry kinti
cr food suitable for stock keeping the %whole acrenge
duveteti te its growth has increaseti ver>' conî.iderably.
rhe trgest Encese fias been in the Iacreage dcvoted
te the growth cf cals, whczc the increase of 1886 over
1882 is ne lem than 462,381 acres.

This Es as Et should be, fur no kEncl cf grai n grewn
is devoteti te so man> uises as the ont. It is excellent
fer feetiing hoec ither crushed or uncrusied, atone
or in conjuniction wEth cut feeti. It fornis one of thc
important factors fn the jlEct cf a calf, wvhcthe:r feti
whole or grounci as a part of a mixture, ant iEs
equal>' usefut En the developmcnt cf young cetlle as
in pushing on the grcwth cf colts. It fortis usually
a part cf the ration of the mElch caw and the shEp.
pi ng steer. It Es extensivel>' useti when grounci te
feeti young pigsiEn cenjunction %with ground corn or
pense, andi Es partEculal>' helpful En producing ihat
-kinti cf pork having fat andi lean, which has been
ativocateti b>' Mr. Davies for sorte tErne past En our
colurons, wvEth a jutigment that is well tlmed, It Es
encouraging therefore, te note that En 1888 thc yield
of.thi, crop was 65,466,911 bushels, Or 9,469,486
bushels more than the average for the seven years
for which mwe have returns. The future fer the oat,
at ene trne a crop that was pusheti into the poorest
fieldis andi sown last, fi widenfng, and iEt shoulti %idcn
in ait stock-keeping countries. The cat Es an import.
ant factor En the growtb cf green fodtiers, thc arca cf
which fi exteading eveiy ycar.

The customn, ted, is growEng cf cutting cals a littie
green, and feediag ihera tc, daisy cows unthreshed,
andi et culting cals andi Pma when grewn tegether
nt the same stage, andi feedEng tIcs 10 diffLzent kinds
cf stock, thus cbviating the labor cf threshing and
grinding, for when tbus fcd, the cattie andi sheep at
lcast grEnt Uem most Uioroughly for theniselves.

It Es a good indication te, note the Encrease En the
acrenge cf fieldi reets which alw&ys wiJl tortu an
important factor fn stock-keeping En countries 'which
can grow tlîem, and more especially where meat is an~
important ebject. The only serfoui objectio *n that
can bc urged against their increasing growth is th.

Nov.


