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time of holding the exemination should be mure dofinitely fixed.
(iv) I think the end sought might be aitained, with a saving of
labor and expense, if, in making our returns, the total on each
subject were ~ivon (as in oase of Third Class Teachers), without the
tedious process of entering the value given to each answer,

TARIRD TrAg8 ExamiNaTioN.—The adoption of the Intermediate
for the County Board Examination is likely to meet with vory gen-
eral approval, if a committee of oxamiters can be sccured large
enough to carefully examine the papers in time to prevent confu-
sion at the opening of schools after vdcation. The certificate will,
doubtless, have a pruvincial value, sad therofore every county can
be supplied with teacaers. It will remove from thousands of merc
boys and girls, too young to teach, the temptation of trying to pass
the third-olass examination; and it will tend to reduce the thou-
sands of surplus ieachers in our country. Again, public school
teachers will be less likely to neglect their ordinary work for fhe
spocial preparation of {eachors, most of whom will hereafter find it
to their advantago to attend High Sohools.

A very careful check will be needed, however, at Model Schools,
on the admission of pupil teachers who are under age ; since there
is no restriotion in caise of Intermediate candidates. .

In the character of third-class papers I know of nothing which
oalls for special notice, As & whole, I think they could not be
materially improved.

Tar INTERMEDIATE ExaumnatioN has its friends and its oppo-

nents, simply because, while it has many advantages, it is not with- .

out its disadvantages. The change frem semi-annual to annual
has removed some serious objections; and the favorable recoyni-
tion it is receiving from some of our Universities, the Medisaj
Council, and the School of Practioal Soience, will greatly adad to its
practioal value. There are #till some examining bodies whose cc.
currence we must,try to seouve, especially the Law Sooiefy and
loronto University. If the promoters and friends of the Inierme-
Qiate can aid us in these direotions, they will take the surest way
of rendering it still more acceptable. )

Any examination adopted by the Depariment merely, or even
primavily, to determine the apportionment of legislative aid, is
likely to be regarded as an unwelcome burden imposed on our
gohools, and one which does not furnish such motives as 1re needed
in oider to secure the hearty co-operation of our pupils. Such was
the Intermnediate at first, and hence the suspicion. with which it
was regarded by both teachers and pupils. :

In reference to the insiructive and educating influences of this
examination, while I think they are somewhat overrated, I believe
& more definite direction is given to our work thun under the for-
mer arrangement, .

The evils pecaliar to any such general change appeared on its
introduction. Some of these evilsmay be fairly regarded as inevi-
teble; olhers certainly srose from overburdening teachers and

upila.

? '})!he pecunisry advantages at firat promised, absorbed the atten-
tion of trastees and teachers to suoh an extent as to indnce an un-
healthy and, in some cases, undignified competition, the evil eoffecta
of which are still to be seen. The grant per pupil has become so
small that less importande is now atiached o the examination than
at first, It is generally admited, jndeed, that to be gnided merely
by the results of the Intermediate may prove disappoiniing to lrus-
tees and unjuatly humiliating to faithful teachers.

The arrangement of sabjects and options appesrs to give general
satisfuction. A change will be neceseary, however, in case of stu-
Jents who are aiming at the Medical Couneil Matriculation ; since,
in addition to the compulsory subjeots, they are requiredio take
the science group, Latin, and either French or German. As the
Hme-table is now arranged, ouly one of these groups_ig sccessible.

1
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Some fault has been found witsthe method ndopted, apparently
with design, for lessoning the ohances of candidates at this exam-
ination. If the inorease of candidates to hetween three and four
thousand be deemad too grest, there are saveral ways of reducing
the nuinber, to which no objection can be urged : one by exacting
zthigher percentage ; & second by an inorease of work ina given
time. There is still another, by purposely giving to one or more
of the paperssuch an unasual turn as 18 not anticipated in the gen-
oral line of teaching pursued. The last method we think is hardly
justifiable. Having reference to the programme of etudy and to
former papers on the same subject, the course is freely construed
into a breach of faith as between pupil and examiner,

These remarks will be deemed ircelevant by those who have
heard no complaints in the direction indicated.

Or ez First CLass Exaumariox I shall onlysay that I think
we must all approve of the recent regulations by which honor
undergraduates of our Universities arn admitted as having passed
an equivalent for the non-professional examination.

As before remarked, I regard our Deparynental Examinations
superior to those they superceded. At the same time, I do not
think that their warmes$ admirers consider them incapable of im-
provement. Any reasonable suggestions to which our discussion
may give rise will therefore be likely to receive due attention from
the Minister and Lis advisers.

-
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Mathematical Pepartment,
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MATHEMATIOS.

Erxaminer—F. HAYTER, B.A.

1. Define ratio and proportion. Prove that in every proportion
the.product of the extremes is equal to the product of the means.

Compare the rates of speed of two locomolives, one of which
travels 897§ miles in 114 hours, and the other 2024 miles in 84
hours.

2. Deoscribe the units of length, surface, and volume in the Eng-
lish and French systems. Given the numerical value of any length
in one system, express it in the other. )

8. A proprietor of Three per Oent. Consols receives his half-yearly
dividend and lays it out in the purchase of more Consols a$ 90.
His next half-year's dividend is £457 10s.; how much does this
dividend exceed the former? ‘

4. Bimplify -
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5. Divide by Horner’s Method )
(i) z%~—224102—10 by = —8x?+4c~2.
(i) 6x*—282%4-32%—16 by %e* —¥z—8.
6.-Solve -




