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seed-bed, are, a larger aniount of active soil, in
which the roots of plants find nourismbent, the
absorption of a larger ainount of air and mois-
ture, and consequently a mueh smnaller risk of
-uIlering fron the etects of droughit." Yet, sir,
there is another point in deep ploving whîich is
it often mooted by its advocates, and that is

the advantages of a deep loose porous bed of
quagmnire, to which ail heavy iaads are subject
in the alternations of frost and thaw, which the
last winter presented ; and cvery practical farmer
must have noticed the tender state of his wleat
field< on the abrupt breaking up of the frost ; and
if the thaw continues a day or two only, vithi a
severe niiglt, when the earth, if bare, again free-
zes, theC young plants must feel, and severely too,
the sudiden change ; the roots, even if struck to
the bottoni of the hicavy quagmire, cannot witth-
stand the action of the frost upon a soil surcliar-
g ith water, now of course converted into ice,

anid the plants lifted the full depthi of the wrtery
soil and at the next thaw lifted above grountd, or
as the terni is, " Hove out." That this has been
the case with nany thousanis of acres in my lo-
cality, present appearances too plainly indicate,
and where deep plowing has been practised so
much the worse is the wleat ; and as the winter:,
are becoming more and more alternating, the
advantages of deep culture, wdll be, at least,
problenatical. A plant hove ont and killed by
the frost, can receive no benefit during summer
growth ; and as a walk over the wbeat lans
presents the simple fact, that without plants, no
crop, and as the frost lias destroyed tlrec-fourths
of mine after a regular practice of dee) plowiig,
may it not be wisdom to plow threc inches, in-
st(ad of six ; a bed of soil of thrce inches wvill be
more enriclbd by a given quantity of manure,
plowved witl much less labour, and give the frost
a much less chance of lifting the wheat plant.

For forty years light plowing lias been my
guiding principle in both England and Canada,
and crops fully equal, often Superior to those
around have rewarded my labours. In Stei-art's
Tlrce Years residence in Anerica, published
years before deep plowing or subsoiling becanie
fashmionable, ention is maide of a fariner (vhose
naine I do not now recollect), who raised crops
witi plowing threc inches, whichb have not been
surpassed (if equailed) in this boasted age of
book-learning and agricultural inquiry. 1The
mind of the editor appears somewhiat sceptical in
the advantages of deep plougbing in ail soils and
localities, and hkely the result after a fair trial
wdll be that upon a firm dry subsoil deep plow-
ing and subsoiling will be advantageous, on ieavy
elav' with an im¡rervious subsoil, it will be other-

wise ; and ail cultirators of such lands will act
wisely to test by experimnents on a liinited scale
the pr;/it of turnig over six or cigLt incLes of
poor lieavy el., whien threce wili often bring
much better crops.

Mr. Cooke thîinks a fallow every fourtlh year
twice ploiied, scarified--and larrowid, withi a
fiock of lieep as an antidote to wecds, is as good
a mode of cultivation as arny othier ; and in this
we are perfectly agreed, as the plants when sown
will ha% e a firîner soil than wlen tlrce or more
times plowcd: yet migbt not the whole of the
fallow be sown to clonrï withi advantage ? Land
light enough for corn or root crops, requires lcss
of falloiw; clover cannot bc dispense ivith on
ieavy clays, if prfit is the object sought for.

If farmers wi>h a " plum-puding" or, " sugar
in their tea" such a " will-of-the-wisp" as pro-
tection will give it only to afew of lier Majesty's
subjects; while ail wlio labour vould be highly
gratified with a pluin-pudding foi tleir Christinas
dinner, and the sooner frce-trade is the word of
action, the sooner c/i will rejoice in a plum-cake,
in addition to a pudding.

If Mr. C. ivill read Adlamn Sm2ifl's eIail
of Nations, and other vriters on political econo-
nmy, ei w'ill fint that as governients hai e nothing
to sel, being• consuners inrttaJ of j.rcdaers,
they caii in no degree influence proddction,
which is the farner's peculiar province al over
flic world ; and is it right, just and necessary,
thiat a custom-licuse oficer should stand between
hii and his customer, to luy a duty in whichb
he or/y particil. lts, and his custoner is obligedi
to give up his christmas pudding for the benefit
of thiose idlers whlo are alwvays wvillin .g to amutsce
the fariner with protection, and rob tlie one of
bis cake and the other of his pudding, for tieir
own especial benefit? We are toltd in a late
paper that the custons realized in one weec
£40,000. INow I ask wh'o payls? Production
is the watch-word of ail agricultural periodicals,
while distribudon, is a mysterious secret, known
far better to those who receive than to those who
par ; and if Canada is so far advanced as to Lb-
tablish agricultural scthools, let this mystery
(distribution) be fully elucidated. Ail boys can
harness borses, drive tean, plow, &c., if raised
on a farm; and I trust that inatters involving
active intelligence vill be primary, not the se-
condary objects taught in such institutions, and
thus qualifying the pupils for the Town-meeting,
the municipl alIal, and the Legislature ; and tbcn
farmers will arise to represent farmers, and leave
lawyers andi doctors in the free use of tleir time
in attending to thicir own individual and profes-
sional concerns ; ive may tthen have fewer tire


