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fishing and hunting. And so on the shores and islands of the
Lake of the Woods and on Rainy Lake, the Indians had their
gardené. Since the treaties, the Indians are turning their
attention much more to cultivating the soil. The Indian dis-
trict agent in the Qu'Appelle region, reported in November,
1878, that of the twenty-four bands in this treaty, eleven are
gradually turning their attention to farming, and of these
Chief Cote, of Swan River, is the most advanced, having har-
vested that year two hundred and eighty bushels of barley, over
three thousand bushels of potatoes, and a large quantity of
other vegetables. The increase from the four cows he received
two years since is eleven head. This may appear large, but
such is the fact.

Lieut.-Gov. Laird reported in 1877, " That some of the bands
within the limits of Treaties Numbers Four and Six sowed
grain and potatoes with good results that year, one band having
about one hundred acres under cultivation." He also states
that the Indians are very desirous of farming, and that he has
hopes that a much larger quantity of seed will be sown 4iext
year (1879). He also states that the band at White Fish
Lake, raised enough that year to maintain themselves without
going to hunt. The Superintendent also reported that in the
Manitoba superintendency " a general desire to be taught
farming, building and other civilized, arts exIsts, and some of
the Indians in Treaty Number Three, living in the vicinity of
Fort Francis, are said to evincé enterprise and progress in
their farming operations. At LacXSeule, also in this treaty,
the progress of the Indians is quite marked. They have
established two villages in order to have the benefit of schools.

The Indian agent in the Lake Manitoba district makes a simi-
lar statement. One band has eighteen small farms of one
hundred acres in all, on which they raise potatoes, Indian corn
and garden vegetables. They have twenty-nine houses, twenty-
four horses, and thirty-six head of cattle, of their own. Another

built during the year a good school-house, nineteen new houses,


