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Lawlessness in Far Inland Prov-~

inces of China Increasing— |
Missionaries May Have Hard
T|me

PEKING, Dec. 8.—The first direct
and uncensored news received = from
Sfan Fu since the recent outbreak there
was brought here today by messengers.
It consisted of letters to the British
and ‘American legations and.-the direct-
or of posts.

The letter says that 8,000 Manchus
were slain by Chinese, and that there
was much looting. Several - mission
houses in the province were destroyed,
and  eight foreigners, some of them
children, were killed. Four of the dead
were ‘Americans.

According to the letters, foreigners
in the province of Shen Si of which
San Fu is the capital, numbered 75, in-
cluding 17 Americans. A majority of
these are now in Sian Fu, but others
fled to the provnce of Kan Su.

“We are apparently safe now;’ says
one of the letters, “but the lawlessness
is worse than ever before. The Kan
Su missionaries may have a hard time.
Twenty-two cf them, including children,
are Americans. Money cannot be sent
them, as the mails have stopped and
the banks here have been robbed -and
burned.”

This letter is signed by V. J. Playmire,
of the Christian and Missionary Al-
liance of Tao Chow, province of Kan Su.
1+ is dated November 26.

Terms Offered by Yuan

The terms that the imperial delegates
will take to Shanghai or Nanking in an
endeavor to settle the questions in dis-
pute between the government and the
revolutionists are believed to provide:

First, that the emperor shall be re-
tained, though he will be’ entirely with-
out power.

Second, that a president and cabinet
shall be elected by the nation, and ths
president shall possess the same auth-
ority as the president of a republic.

Third, if the foregoing conditions are
accepted, the government will grant
provincial autonomy.

These terms are considered enough.
Yuan Shi Kai. controls a substantial
army, but is unable to pay. the sol-
diers, and, desiring to save the nation,
must accept the results.

There are slight differences between
the terms of Yuan and those demand-’
ed several days ago by ‘the revolution-
ary leaders, who offer to leave the em-
peror titular sovereign.

Most of the legations are ready to |
harbor the emperor in case of his abs
dication, but it is believed the court
will select either that of the United
States or Japan.

A fire late tonight, near the for—
bidden city, is believed .to have been of
incendiary origin.

Revolutionist Band Annihilated

SHANGHA]I Dec. * 8.—A | telegram
from Nanking says that General Chang
Hsu, commander of the imperial troops,
who escaped from the city with a con-
siderable number of troops when the
revolutionists captured it, annihilated a
band of revolutionists who attempted
to bar his retreat one hundred miles up
the Tien Tsin-Pukow railroad. North
of the scene of this fight the revolu-
tionists are reported to be blowing up
bridges with dynamite.

Quenes May Be _cut o

PEKING, Dec. 8.—An imperial edict
was issued yesterday sanctioning the
cutting off of queues.

Shih ' Hsu, the “Manchu prince, who
was offered the grand guardianship of
the emperor on the resignation of the
regent, has accepted the post. Hsu Shih
Chang, the Chinese vice-president of the
council, who was offered the office of
co-grand guardian, declined, but the
throne insists on his acceptance.

A telegram from Wu Chang says the
rebels there are hopeful that the exten-
sion. of the armistice will result in
peace. The leaders are willing to concede

full power to the premier, Yuan Shi
Kai, provided that he agrees to the en-
tire elimination of Manchu control of
the central government.

" Yukon Commissioner

VANCOUVER, B. C. Dec. 8—Mr.
George Black, a well known lawyer of
Vancouver, who lived in Dawson tor
many years fouowing the great gold
rdsh of 1897, will become the next
commissioner of Yukon territory. Mr.
Black left Vancouver - last week tor
Ottawa.

Blown to Pleces

SEATTLE, Dec. 8—Henry Thompson,
aged 40, a rancher living at Pacific City,
stumbled and fell in his front door
yard while carrying a bottle of sticks
of dynamite with cap and fuse attached
and was blown to pieces today. Thomp-
son, who was single, came from Walla
Wailla four years ago.

FRENCH BARK GUILTY

Cornil Bark Ran down Schooner Meyer
Off Columbia River—Made No Re-
port of Collision

o SEATTLE, Dec. 8.—Admissions by
the sailors on the French barque Cornil
Blrt, which this afternoon arrived in
Seattle from Newcastle, Eng., have
cleared up the deep sea mystery sur-
rounding the collision of the American
schooner Albert Meyer, November 25,
when abreast of the Columbia river,
with a vessel which did not' wait to
ascertain whether the schooner was g0~
ing to the bottom or not.

According to the sailors it was the
Cornil Bart which ran down the Meyer,
and several lifeboats smashed as well
as damage to her starooard bow show-
ed muse evidence of tue collision,

The reqult of the Meyer being run
down ‘by the Burt was that the Meyer
yesterday was just able to creep into
Ban Franciseo with® ten: feet of wateps
in har hold and with a crew in the

Considerable mystery exists regarding

er with an unknown bark in 45.N,, 125.
W,, on November 26th. The bark sheer-
‘ed off Immediately after striking the
schooner and Capt. Holmea thought the
vessel a Trench bark, The Cornil Bart
which has arrived at Seattle, and Buf-
fon, which has arrived at Astoria, were
considered to be. the ‘only Frerch ‘ves-
sels lkely to be in the vicinity at the

in. collision, Some shipping: men are
speculating whether the unknown bark
was the long overdue Gudf Stream, now”
over 220 days out for Viectoria from
Glasgow,

- CABLE REDUCTIONS

General Manager of Commercial Com-
pany States Its Position on the
© Matter

NEW YORK, Dec. 8.—Geo. C. Ward,
vice-president and general manager of
the Commercial Cable Co., being asked
in regard to the cut in cable rates in
Canada by the Western Union Telegraph
& Cable Co., said:

“There are four reductions involved,
as follows: For week-end letters, to be
reccived Saturday and delivered the fol-
lowing Tuesday. This*will involve Sun-
day work. We prefer to give our cable
operators a .rest on Sunday. We con-
fine our Sunday business to public neces-
sity, like Sunday railway trains. We
shall not adopt it.. There i no demand
for a service of this kind.

“Second—A. newspaper. rate . of five
cents a word.- This shows a cut of fifty
per cent. The purpose is obvious. We
think the spectre at Washington is re-
sponsible for it. We shall' make the
same cut.

“Third-—A deferred cable letter—This
is to be .delivered two days after it is
handed in. We shall not adopt it, so
long as it remains in the.deferred class.
Ours is not a deferred company. Ninety-
nine per cent. of cablegrams call for

the collision of the schooner Albert Mey- |

time and neither reported having been'|

the’ pbltm ter-uewn
entered into Iuﬁz azo - That ,wu hefQ

The Western Union now sam to give
xraph company ha.q. ‘today. omuod a
wpplementa.l tpl,ephone sorvice."

WABHINGTON. ,Dec. i9.——syl  differ-

tee of inguiry ‘into the -teel corpora-

‘cided \manlmously to
quiry, in spite of the government suit
‘against the 'steel corporation, : The
purpose of the investigation will be to
enable the committeer to recommend
lsgiblaiiriv Heaﬂngs will be resumed
on Moréay. Y

WILL BURN SH‘ACKS
ON OLD RESERVE

. Attorney General Bowser States tln
Government Will Make a Clean Up
on Deserted Indian Village.

“It is lkely elso that the provincial

The area of land ‘within the heart of
‘the city formerly occupjed by the Song-
vhees\ tribe of Indians as a reserve; and
recently  transferred: to the provincial
govérnment, by arrangement with the
surviving ‘members of the tribe, is to
structions issued yesterday by Hoh, W.
undergo a cleaning up process under in-
the matter in hand earlier inh the year,”
said Mr. Bowser yesterday, “but -the
chief of the fire department felt that the
season was-inopportune to set a fire on
the reserve. 'We shall, however, at once
see . to it that the old unsanitary shacks
are destroyed, as al80 refuse, and debris
which may be lying about to the dis-
figurement of the landscape.”

police will be instructed to exercise a
“larger measure of direct supervision
over the old reserve. Recently a number
of Indians who have no right there have
taken up quarters, and it is believed also
that the place is made a rendezvous by
undesirable characters.”

Mr. Bowser added that he understood
that the question of the final disposition
of the reserve was receiving the earnest
attention of the government, - but he
could mnot, speak ‘with authority on that
point,. as the.administration of the land
in question'came within the jurisdiction
of the department of Hon. Thos, Taylor.

VICTORIA MARES:

4 00D SHOWTNG

Comparatlve Tables of Build-
ing Statistics Proof of City's
Rapid “Progress- of Recent
Years—Ranks Eleventh

The record of building in Canada for the
ten months ending with October has sub-
stantialv confirmed earlier expectations of
a banner year. Those cities operating a

1911
. $11,651,638
. 3,466,400
1,821,460
1,068,719
701,467
2,092,625
154,080
864,945
577,660
4,548,251
15,065,645
3,147,340
16,989,650

Calgary
Edmonton
Fort tham
Lethbridge
Medieine Hat
Moose Jaw
Nelson
Prince Albert
Port Arthur
Saskatoon
Vancouver
Victoria ..
Winnipeg

building permit department by no means
represént the total construction of the Do-
minion. probably not more than two-thirds,
and” thé amounts permitted are invariably
Jower than. the.completed :works entail,

Figures for October, published in a. recent
week)a issue of the Financial Post, showed
~a net gain of 15.7 per cent, over the. pre-
vious October, and ‘the following statistics,
covering 29 cities, show .a gain of 29.06 per
cent. for the year to date, .compared with
1910, The ‘aggregate population of these:
cities,  according to thesirecent Dominion»
census is 1,703,636, or 24, per cent. of the
total population of Canada, and therefore
the .aggregate permits for 1911 equal $63.44
per head. Individually, of course, the per
capita figura varies tremendously, low in
the east and high in_the west\ as expected,
‘and as it will continue to be until . the
western cities have inore nearly approached
the meridan of their growth.

For better analytical results, the  tables
here are given in two .sections, western and
eastern, with Port Arthur anrd . Fort Wil-
1iam as the dividing points,  included in
the west.

Per
Capita
$266.40
139.31
110.40
131.56
125.89

1810 Ine.
$4,644,690 $7.006,818
1,965,179 1,501,221
1,565,560 255,900
1,116,085 *57,366
197.329 504,138
998,085 1,009,440
108,580 45,500
392,975 471,970
635,680 *58,020
2,555,686 1,992,565
10,298,355 4,787,290
1,962,000 1,185,340
18,765,000 § 3,174,650 '
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$62,089,680
1,456,767
151,610
665,783

New Westminster
Nanaimo
North Vancouver

*Decreases,

1911
363,195
555,660
512,890
385,453

3,884,630
299,229
710,319

. 13,079,165

2,687,900
467,863
112,000
534,300
249,715

20,306,697

1,334,071

602,915

Berlin
Brantford
Guelph .
Halifax ..
Hamilton ..
Kingston ......
London ......
Montreal .
Ottawa, .
Sydney ..
Stratford ....
St.. John ....
St. Thomas
Toronto ceeeen
Westmount ..
~Windsor

$40,200,204 $21,889,476

o
-
-

Regina and Brandon omitted, failing returns.

1910 Inc.
$ 347,556 $ 15,637
510,130 36,630
120,500 392,390
426,384 *40,931
2,316,130 1,568,500
195,632 103,597
822,785 *112,470
14,953,632 *1,874,467
2,619,200 *31,300
319,017 148,845
*112,000
87,675
17,765
2,672,209
*640,599
317,775
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$46,005,905
*Decrease.

1911
..$62,089,680
. 46,005,995
..108,095,675

13 Cities, West ..
18 Cities, East ......
Total v

On referring to the totals for the whole
year of 1910, it was found that 11 at least
of the 29 cities have already exceeded that
year's figures in the ten months of 1911, In
the western table, Fort Willlam must show
permits in the next two months amounting
to $569,665, Port Arthur, $484,956, and Leth-
bridge $102,266 if they would keep up the
pace of 1910. In the east, Montreal is
likewise short $2,736,694, St. Thomas $36,-
935, London $94,759, Ottawa $453,000, Hali-
fax $85,687, Toronto $321,086, and Brant-
ford $125,370. The figures for 1910 are
not at hand to enable a showing for Guelph
Medicine Hat, Nelson, Windsor, Berlin,
Stratford, St. John or -Westmount, but it is

Rank in Rank in
Rank in Permits Permits
Population 1911 1910

Montreal Toronto Toronto
Toronto Winnipeg Montreal
Winnipeg Vancouver Winnipeg
Vancouver Montreal Vancouver
Ottawa Calgary Calgary
Hamilton Saskatoon Ottawa
Hamiiton
Edmonton
Victoria
Ottawa
Mooge Jaw
Ft. William
Westmount
Lethbridge Moose Jaw
‘Windsor Pr, ‘Albert London
Sydney London Pt. Arthur
Fort William Medicine Hat Brantford
Berlin Windsor St. John
Guelph Pt. Arthur Halifax -
Westmount Brantford Pr.;‘Albert
)1 St.'Thomas  Sti John ', ' Beilin '
»Moose Jaw | . Bydney: - . - Sydmeys.
Stratford Guelph .Nelson
‘Saskatéon ¢  Stratford ' Win dsor
/Port- Arthun  Halifax. .0 ; 8t omag
Lethbr!‘dxa Berlin - R o
Pr. Albert’ ;" Kingston; '
Medicine Hat St. Thomas

London
Halifax
Calgary
St. John
Victoria
Edmonton
Brantford
Kingston

Saskatoon
Hamilton
Westmount
Edmonton
Victoria ,
Ft. William
Lethbridge

€000 <1 O TN B 00 19

Kingston

Nglson Neison * ~ Guelph

ord.
‘Mediéine ‘Hat . Stratford -

$43,636,939 $2,469,056

Peterboro omitted, failing returns.

1910 Inc.
$40,200,204 $21,889,476
43,536,939 2,469,056
83,787,143 $24,358,532 -«

reasonably. certain that the first four or per-
haps five .are already on the safe side.

To facilitate a quick understanding of the
rank of the cities, the following arrange-
ment is given, the first column showing
them in the order of population, aceord-
ing to the Dominion census; the second
showing their rotation in total permits for
ten months in 1911, the third, for ten
months in 1910, the fourth- showing the
rank ‘in actual increase for the ten months
the 5th, rank in percentage, and the 6th,
the order of the cities In building per
capita for 1911. In this table, particularly,
Victoria shows up well.

Rank in

Rank in Building

percentage per capita
of Increase. 1911

Guelph Baskatoon
Medicine Hat Calgary
Calgary Moose Jaw
Pr. Albert Vancouver
Windsor Edmonton
Moose Jaw Pr. Albert
Saskatoon Lethbridge
Victoria EBdmonton Medicine Hat
Moose Jaw Hamilton : Winnipeg
Medicine Hat Victoria Ft. Williom
Pr. Albert Kingston Victoria
Guelph Sydney Westmount
Windsor Vancouver Toronto
Ft. William Nelson Pt. Arthur
Sydney Winnipeg Hamiiton
Kingston Et. John Guelph
8t. John Ft. William Windsor
Nelson Toronto Ottawa
Brantford St; Thomas Montreal
Berlin Brantford Sydney
Ottawa . Berlin Brantford
St. Thomas Ottawa Berlin
‘h:oll;tireal Stratford Neilcon
alifax Lethbridge Bt. Tho
Lethbridge Pt. Arthur Fu
Pt Arthur ~ Halifax
Montreal
London
Westmount

5

Rank .in
Actual
Increase.

Calgary
Vancouver
Winnipeg
Toronto
Saskatoon
Hamilton
Edmonton

London f
Westmount

the thtem Uu on Telesmph Compnny. :

ences of opinion in the house commit- |

tion were settled today and it svas de-
-continue the in--

| sumed that Kaiser,

LOS ANGELES, Den.'fs-—"rhe scope .
jot the investigation uken by the fed-.

eral grand jury here and the one in
Indianapolis, Indiana, so far as could
be learned . tonight. "had  not been
sharply defined..' Government officials,
it is thought, will be able to determine
only after the testimony of witnesses
has proceeded further whether to re-
turn indictmenig here or in Indlana
against those persons alleged to have
been implicated in 'a’ conspiracy un-
lawtully to transport explosives from
one state to another.

.Both  James B and John J Mc-
Namara remained in their cells today,
repeating that they would tell noth-
ing if called on by the jury.’

Oscar Lawlor. the = government's
speclal agent recelved little . satisfac-
tion.
if the MéNamaras had a taste of pris-
on life and were visited by labor lead-
ers who are anxious 'to cleanse organ-
ized labor of the alleged charges of
lawlessniess, they might be prevalled
upon to give the desired information.

Ortle E. "McManigal, confessed dy-
namiter, continued to tell the . grand
jury his experiences as a dynamiter,
and he was followed by Willlam Kai-
ser, of Munice, Ind., a nitro-glycerine
manufacturer, who says he sold ex-
plosives to J. B. and John J. Mc-
Namara, as well as to Ortie McMani-
gal,

Though  the proceedings before - the
grand jury are kept secret, it is -as-
who’ identified J.
B. McNamara in the court room. re-
cently, told of the people to whom he
sold  explosives.  Earlier. in . the day
John Cruikshank, a railroad man, tes-
tified. -Though it is believed that the
government has not reached a definite
decisfon as to the limitiwhich the ex-
amination here and: its -parallel in In-
dianapolis will' take} ‘it is a fact that
most of the evidence in_the alleged
conspiracy is in the office. of District
Attorney John D. Fredericks ~of Los
Angeles county.

Numerous witnesses are present here
who are expected .to testify to impor-
tant points in the chain of circum-
stances 'showing that J. B. McNamara
and Ortie McManigal brought explo-
sives to California.

Conspiracy to violate federal laws,

is punishable by a fine of not less than
$10,000, or imprisonpment of not more
than two years, or both. These two
charges are considered to be the pos-
sible ones for indictment both here
and at Indianapolis.

‘Whether Indianapolis or Los Angeles

will be made the center of the battle

has not been settled.

The state has practically turned over
to the federal authorities all the in-
formation -in its possession, including
all' that it knows of J. B. McNamara's
alleged connection with explosions in
Oakland and Seattle, By tracing the
signature of J. B. Brice, admittedly
the fictitious name of J, B. McNamara
it is believed that an attempt will be
made to show that labor leaders on
the coast with whom J. B. associated
are involved in the conspiracy to
transport explosives ‘out of the state.

It is probable thai the investigation
here will be-directed toward coast la-
bor leaders and the probe in Indian-
apolis toward eastern officials.

CTORIA &
NATIONAL PORT

Expected that Dominion Gov-
ernment Will Provide for
Construction of Breakwaters
in the Near Future

When Mr. Louis Coste, the noted
engineer appointed by the Dominion
government to investigate the required
harbor. works and facilities for Victor-
ja who leaves Ottawa on Monday for
this ecity, has completed his work, it
is - expected that not-long will elapse
before the government authorizes and
provides for the construction of suit-
able breakwaters to make a spacious
modern outer harbor. Hon. Mr. Monk,
Minister of Public Works, is fully con-
versant with the necessity of ;providing
facilities for the great trade of the
Pacific which Victoria will enjoy in
increasing measure before long. He
intimated that the government is con-
sidering making Victoria, with other
ports of €Canada, a national port. Speak-
ing regarding harbor improvements in
the House a few. days ago, he said:

I have been in the House for some
years since we recelved the report of
the Transportation Commission, and I
am not aware that I have failed in
any one year to urge on the govern-
ment the necessity of carrying out the
suggestions of that commission, par-
ticularly as regarus our national ports.
Every. yeéar when we were asked to
vote large sums in the aggregate for
small Jocal improvements—improve-
ments very often of no urgent character

.—1 insisted that we should, Tf possible
lay aside' for the moment ' those small-

local works in order to carry out the
more urgent and essential recommenda-
tions of the Transportation Commission.
One of the first of those recommenda-
tions was the establiahmant of free
national ports. -That teport was made
as far back as 1903. These ports ars
Fort Willlam, Port Arthur, Depot

bor.\’ladlandk Port oa»m. Iﬂmm‘ “the -

It was suggested that perhams |
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twice: tha amount, we should have un-

"dertaken tiese (works, ' and “we would

liave been ' far more advanced than we
are. That wai ‘the opinfon to. which I
gave axpresalon every succeedlng ‘ses-
sion,

e 1 op\lnlon, these improve-
ments throughout the ' country = must
be- considered together, and they must
be ‘considered in the light /of the re-
port of the  Transportation Commis-
slon. We must ‘eonsiuer St.” John and
the otheér ports, ‘and 'it would be far
better that we should see the necessity
of immediate development on the lines
laid down by the Transportation Com-
mission ‘everywhere and simultaneous-
ly rather than to act only in some
places, 'The improvement of our ocean
and inland pdrts will entail an expendi-
ture of mearly $100,000,000, if they are
to be ‘equipped as similar ports are in
other countries, and if we are to. put
up proper rival facilities = of trans-
tation to those possessed by our DpoOw-
erful neighbors. If the plans laid out
for the port of St. John ecommend
themselves to the -approval .of the
house, it will not be in my department
that objection ‘will be raised. Refer-

ence has been;made to Montreal. In’

Montreal 'a’ very -small amount com-
paratively speaking has bgen spent by
the government. There was - granted
a loan to the harbor .and we have car-
ried out improvements there. In Que-
bec, there afe great improvements to
be made. - Very large’ demands, even in
the  short time since I have assumed
office, have been made to me regarding
the_ increasing necessities of our great
Pacific . ports. Large demands' have
been made by inland ports, and I be-
lieve we ecannot do better than recog-
nize the necessity of carrying out the
improvements suggested by the com-
missjion, I have often reproached the
late government with not having faced
that neccessity.”

GREAT TONNAGE
10 BE ADDED

Big Increases Will Result When
Many Liners Built and €on-
templated are Placed in Ser-
vice

Grét additions to the tonnage trad-
ing to the port of Victoria are shortly
to be made, There are now under con-
struction or ordered vessels aggregat-
ing over 100,000 registered tons in ex-
cess of the tonnage now plying regu-
larly in established lines to this port
without considering the additions being
made to the tonnage of the coastwise
fleet, . The two new C.P.R. liners, the
Empress of Asia and Empress of Rus-
sla, turbine-driven steamers, which will
be added about twelve months hence to
the transpacific service of this com-
pany are of approximately 15,000 tons
register, the new Canadian-Australian
liner now being built for the TUnion
Steamship company, a vessel which will
have combination reciprocating and tur-
bine engines, driving four screws, will
be a steamer of 13,500 tons, the Talthy-
bius launched on November 9th for the
Blue Funnel line is a vessel of over 14,-
000 tons and a second steamer of the
same type is shortly to be added. New
steamers are under construction at Kobe
and Nagasaki for the Nippon Yusen
kaisha, two being on the building slip
and four more are contemplated, vessels
of about 2,500 tons larger than —~the
liners now serving the Japanese com-
pany. In the transpacific trade plying
to Victoria alone over 45,000 additional
tons is to be added. The Harrison Di-
rect line, which inaugurated a service
to Victoria a few months ago to be first
in the field to secure traffic which will
develop via the Panama canal is build-
ing three large steamers, the Actor,
Sculptor, and another vessel, the Kos-
mos line has four steamers of 12,000
tons register with good passenger ac-
commodation under construction and on
order, the Swedish-Johnson line, a
Christiana firm which has announced
its intention of entering the service as
soon as the Panama canal is completed,
has ordered four steamers of 8,000 tons
register from British ‘firms, the Hol-
land-Amerika line of Rotterdam, which
will also come into this trade, has or-
dered two additional steamers for its
fleet, each of 10,000 tons register, and
many other lines are reported to be
contemplating providing vessels of large
tonnage for this service, The steamer
Inkula, of the Gulf Transport line, is
being sent to this port by J. H. Wels-
ford, the first of service steamers to be
sent for the Canadian-Mexican line ‘with
the stated intention of continuing the
service through the Panama canal, and
there are many reports of other vessels
to come here. The Leyland, Royal Mail
Steam Packet, and other lines now trad-
ing .to the Gulf of Mexico are reported
to. have plans for  sending vessels
through the canal to the North Pacific.

Pighting with Moros

MANILA, Deéc. 7.—Running battles
continue between the troeps, scouts and
constabulary and the Moros in the vi-
cinity of Jolo, the chief “town ~of the
archipelago of Sulu. Twenty ’hostile
Moros have been killed, and additional-
troops have been sent into the field.
Casualties. on the American side have
been few, no soldiers having been kill-
ed. The Moros have refused to submit:
to the disarmament order.

: Standard Oil Rebat
BUFFALO, N.Y, ‘Dee. 7.—A jury in
the United States cqurt: tonight retumed‘

a verdict of guilty in the c¢ase of the |
_government .against the Standard  Oil

Comm for " umﬁng rebltep rrom

. be occupied in a couple of weeks or so.

;bnng.ms to be . erqqsot at xqmu. B.C.,

shiymnts of ‘oil from
Lt ﬂﬁrungton ‘Vermont,

btanqurd Qn (:ompany Was - conv&cted

| ‘edch jof ‘which 48 punish ible, hy a fine 4 |

‘of $"G,00 ‘An &npeﬂ was taken to the;
superltm wutt

RECQRD YEAB I”N ,
| POSTkL OPERATIONS

sumy 'nkcn tor tonoy Ordon and

Other Purposes Greatly in Excess

ot ny !mim roar.

Never since there was such a thing
in Victorig as a post office—and that
goes back a very long time—has there
been 'such extraordinary activity dis-
played in all departments of this much
amised publie utility,  than is taking
place at the present time, which activity
finds its feac}y relection’ in the fact
that never before in the history of Vie-
toria was there a greater demand made
upon its efforts than is beinlg made at
the present time, ' Thnat Christmas ig\
at ‘hand requires no explanation to the
postal authority, or indeed to anybody
who takes the modicum of trouble of
keeping his eyes open while making his
or her daily call at the post box.

Yesterday ‘alone no less than $7,000
wag taken over the counter in exchange
for money' orders. and ‘stamps, and the
day before the figure taken in for sim-
ilar purposes was well over $6,000. As
today is the last day on which a mail
(parcel maily is guaranteed to arrive
in England for delivery on Christmas
morning, it is expected that the figures
quoted will be exceeded and another
record set.

Needless to say this great excess
business has made tremendous demands
upon the energies of the staff, and as it
is likely that from now until after the
holidays the conditions will vary only
in degrees of still greater congestion,
arrangements are being made by Mr.
Shakespeare, the' postmaster, to have
the staff augmented sufficiently to
cope with the traffic efficiently and ex-
peditiously. Already it has been found
expedient to place an extra man on duty
in the registry office. When it is stated
that in past years such additional help
was never required until the 20th of
the month, ‘it may be guessed in what
proportion this year's traffic exceeds
that of all others, In - a day or two
several other additions to the staff will
be made, as. it is perfectly obvious that
with the present complement of work-
ers the task of overtaking the business
that must be accumulating over their
heads would be impossible, that is, con-
sisteht with the hasty dispatch and de-
livery which the public has been taught
to expect and now insists upon having.

BIDS FOR BIG WORK

'J:enael_'. Ior Sooke Liake Deveiopment
Work Will Be in Next Friday—
Competition Expected

Prospective bidders on the Sooke Lake
development work are at present busy
preparing thejr data and figures to be
submitted to the water commissioner
before .12 o'clqck noon on Friday next.
Censiderable competition'is expected, as
& number of representatives of large
outside firms as well as of local con-
tractors have been making a thorough
investigation of the proposed route since
the announement that bids would be
called for was made.

As soon as the bids are in they will
b: opened in the council chamber at
the city hall and then referred to the
water commissioner, who will report
to the council. Mr. Wynn Meredith,
the city’s consulting engineer, who is
at present absent from the city, will
be back in time to go over the bids.

The contract will be let provision-
ally pending the ratification or rejec-
tion by the ratepayers of the bylaw,
which must be submitted to the elect-
ors at the forthoming civic eletcion to
approve the contract.

GAVE LIFE AS
AN ATONEMENT

Japanese Trainman, True to Old Spirit
of Bushido, Suicides Because of
Embarrassment t0 Emperor

Considering it ‘his bounden duty to
sacrifice his life to atone for embar-
rassment suffered by the Emperor of
Japan because the Imperial train on
which the Emperor was returning
from the manoeuvres in South Japan
was delayed "an hour owing to some
carriages being derailed by a misplaced
switch, Shojire Shimidzu, the railway
official in charge of the train, com-
mitted suicide. He threw himself un-
der a train. A letter was found on
the body saying he had sacrificed his
life according to the spirit of bushido
to atone for the delay which forced
the Emperor to spend an hour in the
common waliting room at Moji.

Japanese newspapers say his action
was due to the old custom that em-
barrassment to the Emperor, however
slight, should be punished by death.
The Jiji Shimpo reports that the Em-
peror was greatly distressed, and the
Tokyo paper after recalling how a
schoolmaster suicided recently because
the Imperial portrait was burned in a
fire says the authorities should
promptly discourage such notions as
impel officials to take their lives under
these circumstances.

The army manoeuvres in Japan were
conducted on a very extensive scale
this year, being attended by the Em-
peror and .princes and elder statesmen,
General Terauchi being recalled from
Korea to be present. The climax was
a great sham battle in which about
50,0000 men with 120 guns were en-
gaged.

Bylaws for the borrowing of nearly
half a million dollars 'to be spent on
improvements at Point Grey, were in-
troduced .at ‘last ~‘ruesday ' evening's
meéting of the Vancouver city coun-
cil.

Revelstoke has been. chosen as the
next meeting: place of the British Co-
lumbia Conservative. association.

" The new Imperial bank bullding at
Chase is nearing completion and will

Plans. are being prepared; by the ar-
chitect of the Bank of Montreal for
a . two-storey ..brick . and.. stone ; bank:

| to cost about . 350,000, -
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Russian Foreign Minister Tall
to Paris Press on His Coy-.

JU

try's Position in Regar¢
Dispute

PARIS, Dec. 8.—The Temps to-
prints an interview with Russiaj; ;
‘eign minister, M. Seasoneff,
visit here is taken by the Frencn
as a kindly reaffirmation of the R
French entente

After saying that the Eu:
situation, in his opinion, was no
ious, that Russia’s demonstratio
good will toward Persia had not
reciprocated, and that Russia
been obliged to ask for complete
faction, he declared that it
the ingsntion of the Russian ¢
ment to permit the national dig
commercial interests of the couw:
be compromised.

Russia, Great Britain and
the foreign minister said, were
mous in their decision not to t:
initiative whatever as to the situ::
in’ China. This was also the at:
of Japan, which is in accord with 1
sia’s sentiments.

Persia’s Position

LONDON, Dec. 8.—Dispatches
Teheran say Persia (is ready to
into friendly negotiations with Du
in regard to matters occurring in
sia’s ultimatum. Persia is, hon
unable to agree with the Russiar
mand that future appointments of
eign advisers f!i: Persia be refer::
Great Britain und Russia.

Mr. Shuster’s Statement

PARIS, Dee. 8.—In an interview
ceived here from a special correspn
ent in Teheran, W. Morgan Shuster
Persian treasurer general, is said
have declared that if the national
sembly should indicate its belief, or
powers demanding his dismissal
show that any substantial advani::
will accrue to Persia by his depa:
he is ready to go. The correspo:
says the general belief in Teher:
that if he goes, public sympathy v
go with him,

Appeal t¢ Washington
WASHINGTON, Dec. 8.—Asking
something more tangible than sympa::
the Persian nationalist commiittee
Saadat, with headquarters in Constur
tinople, Turkey, sent a cablegram
day to the Persian committee here,
ing that efforts be made to have
United States use its diplomatic off

in the crisis.

HOUSES FOR OPERATORS

Tenderg Invited Ior
Buildings at Prince Rupert, Point
Grey and Cape Lazo

Tenders have been invited and will

the construétion of three
graph stations at Prince Rupert, Caps

ings, which are intended for the use o!
the second operators at these stations
are in addition to buildings now use
by the chief operators, and cach w

have six rooms, kitchen, halls, etc. I

plans provide for ‘a spacious livin
room, dining room and kitchen on t

ground floor and three bedrooms a:
hall on the upper floor.

MORE FIRE PROTECTION

. Section If Ratepayers
Approve

A bylaw to authorize the expendit
of $35,000 on fire protection in the ex
ern section of the city by the erecu
of a fire hall and the installation
apparatus, which addition will also
utilized by Oak Bay, and also for
purchase of motor apparatus for 1
two pieces of apparatus at the e
quarters hall, will be submitted to
ratepayers at the forthcoming elect
A report setting forth the amount
quired was submitted at last nigh
meeting of the. city council and
proved. The fire hall will be erecte
the vicinity of Foul Bay road, on
Bay avenue, will be manned by
firemen, the cost being estimated
follows:

Station and site ...ceveeecemescsd b
Motor combination hose and
chemical ....ccc00
1,000 feet of hose ...eeeee
Furniture cesesecns
Discount on debentures cssesscae
$15.¢

The cost of maintenance Wwill
$6,600 annually, Oak Bay agreeing
pay $150 per month or approximate
one-third of the cost to the city of t
erection of the station and yearly main
tenance.

In addition, the bylaw will call
the purchase of a double eighty-galiol
gas -chemical engine, a chassis for th
city service truck and a chassis for U
steam fire engine at headquarters.

On the recommendation of the Corf‘
mittee the following expenditures Wi
also be made on the fire departmenh
$350 for furnishings for the new hall
on Fernwood road and Fairfield road,
$150 each for five Gamewell fire alarm
poxes for the outside districts; $270 fo
the installation of gas cylinders on the
headquarters chemical engine, doing
away with the soda and acid mixture
now used.

fo
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Picture Shows Closed
MONTREAL, Dec., 7.—7Ten i
picture shows have been closed owins
to failure to comply with the fire reg-
ulations.

PR
For Compulsory Education

MONTREAL, Dec. 7.—The provinc '1‘:
| legislature ‘IS expected to pass & ce
| pulsory education blll at Whe oOmins

moving

ulllel.

Construction o

received by the department of the naval
service until noon on December 31 for
two-storey
frame dwellings for the wireless tele-

Lazo and Point Grey. The new bhuild-

New Hall. and Equipment for Eastern

gh in Favor ¢

ilk Accept Rule
fder Constitutig
Government

€HANG, Dec. T.
opposed to the Manc
pnally favoring a
fuen Heng and the d
‘eaders have decide
stitutional monarchy
‘or' some other satis
t;ulér under a constif
fThe rebel leaders i
‘this course in orde
¥ bloodshed and the

-«of-the country.
Armistice E

ING, Dec. 7.—TH
fextended until Deg
dpinee Tsai Tao and §
”r&thers of Prince Chu
e contrmmed one th

Lprguely for the military

American Ch

SAN FRANCISCO, De

“&rs in the Chinese revd
"dent profess entire ig
‘proposed election to re
. American Chinese for

China. 'Those who we

‘night said that such
“time ~would be futile a

Bankers Refu

W "SAN FRANCISCO, G

ioan that- Premier Yual
to arrange for the imp|
hds fallen through bed
willingness of the Fre|

/ipankers to accept the
“'to' advices received fro
‘day by the Chung Sai

paper. The sum named

‘ftons with the banker
‘taels.

The dispatch says

“yebel forces have cap

points in Hunan provi
the control of commu
the province.

According to the Ch
advices from Hongkon
ber of Tartar soldier
district, who deserted f
army and joined the 1
sent b\ the revolutio
fight ‘the Manchus.

A party of 24 yvoung
students of American
versities, sailed for t
day on the liner Korg
services to the robels,
of introduction from
tional association to ¥
Shanghai and Governg
at Canton, and to othe
of them are carryir
the National associatio
suggestions as to the fq
ernment should take, a
to its politics. In ore
rebels unnecessary ex
men are traveling in t

VICTORIA LEAD
IN THE

In Proportion to Fd
City Possesses Li
Such Veh

Au‘ordi.n;; to the fi
the provincial police
toria, in proportion to
number of
in the

a larger
any other city
total of 2,565 cars I
which licenses have
604 are owned in V
vicinity, including
and Saanich. In
North Vancouver,
Eburne and immedi
tory, the number i gi
a population of appr
compared with 604 fo
lation of 45,000, Ou
island bosts of
chiefly owned in Dunj
These figures incl
hicles of which mot
forty-five.
While the
actual number of lig

appro|

above 1
license numbers ru
mark, owing to the D
partment in never re
held by one owner 1
other owner for the
Consequently a
bers are marked
turns.

On the above basis
toria posse S 3
seventy-five persons.

LIFEBOA

French Bark Cornil B
Reporting Event

The French
reach1 Seattle

reported off
tered he y weather w
Horn. A heavy le ca
and two s, and
crushed ) arried|
which roke over]

/On her voyage uj
favored by x,ml \\(ad]
€ape Tlattery, W
©ther gale of hurrican
the height of the sto
was lost ov exboarcl

e PRINCESS MAR

ANC

~ Both Reached Fort

“¥orthern Coas
¢ When Landing




