_Responsibility.

Constables Were Sworn in With
of Rossland. :

_Attorney General Objectsto Re-
sort to American Detective

: When Hon, Joseph ‘Martin took office
he was notified by the miners’ nnion of
Rossland that armed men were patrol-
ling, the mines in that city. He tele-
graphed for information and yesterday
received letters showing that the men
bave been on ‘duty .for over a monlh,
and that they were sworn in at the re-
quest of the mine owners with the con-
sent of the ecity,” The letters wirh the
Attorney-Genenral’s replies thereto fal-
low: 3 s

MAGISTRATE'S REPLY,
o, March 8th, 1800.

'rheBBon. the Attorney-General, Vietoria,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge re-
ceipt of your telegram requesting me to
advise you as to the circumstances which
led to the swearing In of certain special
constables, and in reply thereto I beg to
say: About the 7th or Sth of February
last, I was walted on by the representa-
tives of the Le Rol and War Hagle mining
companies, who requésted that some watch-
men and special constables should be
sworn in, and alleging that there were a
number of idle and vicious men . ahout
“Rossland and that they were apprehensive
that these men might attempt to destroy
the property of their respective companies,
and that already ‘several ‘things had hap-
pened which indicated that these idle men
were more anxious to make trouble than
to work. A quantity ‘of ‘powder had been
stolen and one or two of the steel guys on
the War Eagle smokestack had been loosen-

ed. It was also Intimated that owing to re-

“pairs ‘having to be made to machinery in
“the: War -Bagle, and the non-arrival of the
Le Rol machinery it would be necessary
in the near future to partially, if not whol-
1y, close down the Le Rol, War Eagle and
Centre Star mines, and thus several hun-

dred ‘men would be thrown out of employ-

ment, to' join the large number already
tinetiployed. ' For these’ reasons it .was
urged by the managers of the above com-
panles that it was most necessary and a
wise precaution that the property about
these mines should be afforded necessary
protection. It was further pointed out and
urged, that the city policeé force, numbering
all told only six men, was not even suffi-
clently large to govern the city proper and
give due protection to the property of citl-
zens, let alone guarding the property of

the several mining companies situate so far

from the centre of the city.. They further
pointed out the situation of the machinery
in the Centre Star, Le Rol, Black Bear.and
. Josie, mines, and the large area over which
- the machinery and buildings were situate,
and how necessary it was to have a suffi-
clent force.of might watchmen or special
constables to protect all this valuable pro-
perty, and: that without having men on

duty to guard this property after nightfall |

How readily it could be’interfered with or

" dest¥oyed: without 'the city police belng’

aware of it. It wag not frof the miners’

union that any trouble was feared—the’

upion -are as a Wwhole a most respectable
body of men—but it is well known to the
police that there are even at this moment
in ‘Rossland (and some of them under as-
sumed names) ‘men who took a prominent
part in the late labor troubles in the Coeur
@’Alene country, = There were several of
these people here until lately, but the ma-
jority of them have now left the eity. The
differént mining companies of course pay

" these specials, so there is no expense to the |

city. You are no doubt well aware of the
large tract of country covered by the ma-
chinery and bulldings of the different min¢
Ing companies, extending from the Black
Bear to the Centre Star, and you can read-
ily see that would be quite impossible for
the eity police to do duty there, Z

I heard what the gentlemen, and also
Mr. Daly, solicitor for the LeRoi, had to
say,  considered the matter until the fol-
lowing "day, and after consultation with
the mayor, I thought I was doing right in
granting thelr request. )

I may say that the first of these spe-
cials was sworn In, I think. on the 9th or
10th of Febraary, and the others on the few
days following, and all some time before
you took office again.

I have the ‘honor to be, sir, your obedient
servant, A

Pis T JOHN BOULTBEE, x
Police Magistrate.

'MAYOR'S REPLY.

s AMdarch 8th, 1900,
Hon. Joseph M Attorney-General,
o

Victoria, B.Ox

Dear 8ir: T did not think it wise to pub-
lish the message recelved from you to-day,
as it would certainly create a wrong im-
pression on the outside public.

There is no trouble anticipated here be-
tween mine owners and miners that I am
aware of,  The placing of a few specials
at the mines was simply a precautionary
measure In view of the fact that a large
number of men were being laid off and
their being idle might possibly cause some
danger to property. The bankers and oth-

er independent persohs consulted, concurred.

in thig view.
" XYours truly, A : !
. A.'S. GOODEVE,
Mayor.

AGAIN TELEGRAPHS.
March 13th, 1800,
Mayor Goodeve, Rossland.
Sir: Understand eity of Rossland under-

* ' p takes responsibliiby for special constables; |

think it wvery unfortunate such a ecourse
adopted; effect on administration of justice
in province Hkely to be bad; would be glai
to get full information by mail, ¢
e 3 ; JOSEPH ‘MARTIN,:
Attorney-General.

{(LBTTER FOLLOWS.)

March 18, 1900.
His Worship, Mayor A. 8. Goodeve, Ross-
land, B.C.

Sir: Yours of the Sth instant at hand.
1 wired you yesterday pointing out what
great damage the action of the mine own-
ers. was likely to cause to the interests of
thia provinece. It-is, in my opinion, utterly
futile to try to keep ‘an action eof that kind
from the public, It is quite dmpossible to
have a number of armed men patrolling a
portion of the‘city of Ressland without the
public becoming aware of the fact, and
having become aware of it, it is ahsolute-
ly mecessary that an intelligible explana-
tion should be offered for a cireumstance of
that serious pature. I feel that no action
of that kind ought.to be taken at any,time
in this g-ovlnce _without previous consulta-
tion with this department. I certainly, as
long as I am attorney-genmeral, will. ot
allow any attemipt in this province te infer-

%

fere with the
?tlﬁ side, and which has been ctive
of a gredt dedl of hatin there. It appears

to me to be absolutely necessary to take

'tempted in ‘this province, N

I only learned yesterday that the city au-
thorities assumed responsibility for what
‘occurted at the mines. I shall insist upon
that responsibility being tnderstood by the
public at large,”and hope that some suffi-

'seems to me your most unfortunate action
under. the . f
ers had any “to apprehend violence
being done to their rty, they shonid
have communicated with this department,
The same thing applies to the city of Ross-
1and. If at any time any munidipality an-’
ticipates any trouble which would. require
such an w " display of force, they
should st once notify this department in
order that we might work in harmony with
them to afford the protection to property
which we are bound by the law to give.
1f, on the other hand, any attempt is made
by any person to frighten the public by
demonstrations of this kind, not for the
purpose of protecting property, and not

w otm

sctive ‘meastres” t0 'prevent It being at-}

clent remson cin be produced for what]

the mine own-}

‘6rand Lodge of Ontario West

Resent This Innovation

Regarded as Government Atone-
ment _for Manitoba School
% ‘Law Poliey, -

‘Bracebridge, Ont, March 14.—The
Orange Grand Lodge-of Ontario was in
gession her to-day, Grang Master Jef-
myn in the chair. ' In the course of his
address Mr. Jermyn said:

“ Monseingeur ~Falconio, the papal
delegate;  Who it appears is present with

from any bona fide fear of viol but

for an. ulterior motive, such an attempt

should meet with no countenance from

those who are entrusted with the adminis-

tration of jnstice in'the province.

3 JOSEPH MARTIN,
Attorney-General.

: CONSTABLE REPORTS.

s Rossland,: B.C., March 13, 1900.
Attomgy—Ge‘nenL‘W BC. -
Enquiry shows that a ber of special
constables are employed around mining pro-
perty within eity limits under superinten-
denee of eity officlals, and have not acted

illegally. 3 i
o WM. H. BULLOCK-WEBSTER.

LETTER TO MAGISTRATE.

,u + Vietoria, B.C., March 14, 1900.
8ir: Yours of the 9th instant at hand.
here is no objection whatever to the min-
ing companies employing whatever watch-
‘men they may wish, When it comes to a
question of special constables, who are to
be armed, then the niatter is a very dif-
ferent one# It seems to me that you should
have at once notified this department as
to what had occurred, and I was surprised
to find when the matter was brought to
my attention that, while these speclal con-
stables had been sworn in by you, there was
no knowledge of ‘the fact In this depart-
ment. \ %
1 consider it the duty of the government
to . protect property, and I think the pro-
per course for the mine owners to have pur-
sued was to have brought the state of af-
fairs referred to by you to the attention of
the government. So far as I am coneerned,
in the position of attorney-general, I do
not intend to allow the administration of
justice to be carried on by American de-
tective agencies. :

1 think that this circumstance has been
very unfortunate indeed, and is likely, to
much prejudice the administration of jus-
tice in the province. The point made by
you as to the ex , to my mind, is of
no importance whatever; it is the duty of
the government to protect property, with-
out .any regard whatever to the’ question
of expense. No doubt the administration
of justice is committed a large extent
to a city when incorporited, but at all
times this department is responsible, and
no step of such a serious nature as this

city municipality without first notifying
and obtaining the advice of this depart-
ment. ; bt

I hope this is the last occasion that In
this provinee it will be necessary to deal
with an pt to  infl matters
through armed men furnished by detective
agencies in the manner so much practised
and very much to be deplored in the repub-
lie to the south of us.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedieni

servant, ;
; JOS. MARTIN,
Attorney-General.

Ce—— e
ROSSLAND ANNOYED.

No Cause for Sensation in the Recent
Employment of a Larger Night
Patrol. .

Rossland, March 14.—The citizens of
Ross.ind are extremely annoyed at the
sensaiional and . untruthful statements
whi y D papers

ck are being sent to 2
regarding the condition of affairs in this
camp. othing .c¢ruld be further. from
the trath than these alarmist rumors,
nicst ot which> have emanated from the
Coast. It is true that during the past
month and half an addition of special
constables has been made to the police
force for the purpose of protecting.  the
mines against . any destruction: of prop-
‘erty; but these men are under the con-
trol and direction of the chief of -police
of the ecity and are as quiet and unob-
trusive as any officer who patrols the or-
dinary thoroughfares of the town.

The reason for the employment of these
men can readily be a ted. During
the past month, about 800 men have been
thrown out of work by the temporary
closing .of the mines and all told there
are perhaps.a thonsand idle men in the
camp. Among them are-a few, but not
many, men Wwho have come from. the
Coeur d’Alene district, and hold extreme
views, and besides these, there is the
vicious element which exists in all towns
and seeks.-to break loose. 3
. The' city authorities . deemed it only
right ‘under the circumstances, to increase
the police force temporarily, or wuntil the
labor disputes have been terminated.
Prudence required some protection to the
scattered properties of the camps, more
than the small police force of six men,
three at night and three during the day,
i o BRREER SRR

; erst; at these min-
ing properties are within the corporation
limits, but as they are situated on Red
Mountain, the three policemien on each
shift could not cover the territory. Ac:
cordingly, at the request of the mining
companies, a night patrol has been put
on under the management of the chief of

ce,
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GRAND FORKS. :

Grand Forks, March 9.—A Liberal asso-
clation was formed at a meeting of Grand
Forks Liberals held last eyening, when a
esolution was adopted urging Hewitt Bos-
| ¢k, M.P.; to press for the Kettle River

allway charter. Officers weére elected as '
ollows: - R. A, Dickson, president: Fred.
Wollaston dnd Dr. Lambert, first and sec-
ond vice-presidents; L. P. Eckstein, secre-
ary; Hugh Sweeney, treasurer; exeécutive
committee, P.'P. Callum, ‘A, Waugh, G. T.
Park, J. Hill-and Jos. Hiil, X
W. A. Willlams; assistant superintendent
of the Grand Forks smelter, has just re-
turned from Phoenix; where he went to
make an inspection of the Knob Hill, Oid
Ironsides mines; and the Victoria ‘and Aet-
na propertleu,‘ with & view ‘to classifying’
the .various ore shutes, preparatory to the
commencement of shipments to the smelter.
The ore in different parts of these proper-
ties varies from a heavy sulphide ore to
one strongly impregnated with lkme, and it
is. desired to have the different levels de-
termined so any kind of ore that may’ be
required may be gotten out-at short netice,

T. W. Holland, 'secretary of the Grand
Forks Townsite Co., has awarded a con-i
traot for the erection of six cotiges to cost.

000 | del;als idaid AL

should be taken: by any magistrate or any '

us at the request of some members ' of
the government of Canada, it pot ine
deed the government, marks the sab-
jection of  the government’s. political
party to the ‘influence of Rome. The
aection of the present Dominion govern-
ment on the Manitoba school guestion,
it appears, had to be followed by some
concession to Rome, and thus the Po
was requested to send one who might
in future be ‘consulted’ as to all pro-
posed legislation affecting the Roman
Catholic - religion. - ‘'We therefore see
introeduced into Canada the thin edge of
the wedge which - other nations have
struggled for centuries to abolish.

“As Orangemen we hold that all
creeds and individuals = should stand
equal before the law, and that the par-
liaments of Canada should legislate for
this Dominion, regardless of any par-
ticular form of religion, that the prin-
ciple of equal rights to all and special
privileges to none should at all: times
prevail.” "

prILL ) WL O CERA ST
“ 'VANCOUVER'S NEWS BUDGET,

Provincial Officials Removed—Railway
Line Again Clear—Bonding
to Yukon.

From Our Ownb Correspondent.

Vancouver, March 14.—Hon. Smith
Curtis passed -through Vancouver . to-
to-day en route to Rossland. He said to
a. reporter that the complete Martin

gt:lbinet would be announced in a few
¥8. :
There is a rumor that the Martin
government has dismissed some officials
here. - To-night the statement was con-
firmed by a provincial official, who re-
yfused to give names, ' _ i
" The first through 'C. P, R. train gince
| the recent heavy snewslides in the Sel-
kirks; arrived at midnight
The road is now clear. :
Copies of the new regulations issued
by the United States customs depart-
ment, allowing Canadisn goods to ' be
shipped -over American territory into
the Yukon free, were received by the
Canadian customs here to-day.
- The Americans of Dawson City raised
$500 at a Washington’s Birthday con-
eert and handed it over to Major Perry
of the Mounted Police force as a contri-
bution to the Mansion House fund. =«
Mr, Kneibbs, the new American consul
for Nelson, arrived b{}t&dﬂ’a train. He
is a veteran of the Philippine war and
bas beén rewarded by the United States
government for putting up a noble fight
for his country. Mr, Kneibbs is said to
have stopped no less than seven bullets.
The many Vietoria' citizens 'who own
oroperty in Aanacortes will be pleased to
earn that is a great boom going
on there. Three canneries are in opera-
‘tion ‘and another one is to be buit, while
‘the Yescott Packing Company are es-
tablishing an enormous plant there snd
intend to freeze Sound sockeyes for the
world’s markets,
B —————s SRS

THE EXCLUSION FROM NOME.

American Consul at Vancouver Not Con-

vinced that the Unfriendly Act

X ‘Was Planned, ,
< Vancouver, March 14,—Edwin Dudley,
A’me}’ian consul at this port, says
that there is “much ado about nothing”
regarding ‘the refusal of the United
States government to alow  British
steamers to call'at Nome. “The matter
in a nut shell is as follows,” said Mr.
Dudley:  “Nome is not yet a port of en-
try, and foreign ships cannot lund at
any port where there are no customs of-
ficials to handle their manifests, Before
Nome can be made a port of entry the
matter must be investigated by the sec-

¢

according to official information is only
a camp. This year a rush is expected
and as eoon’ as practicable government
officials will visit Nome and no doubt
make it a port of entry, when British ves-
sels will ‘allowed to land passengers
and freight under the same conditions as
they are-landed at Skagway, Juneau or
8t. Michael now. :

“Talk of retaliation is ridiculous, there
is nothing to retaliate for. -There is no
change in existing Jaws. What interest-
ed British Columblans should do is to
urge the secretary of the treasury fto
make Nome a tgort of entry as quickly
as ble, so that no unfortunate inter-
national misunderstanding may arise.”
It those interested preferred, Mr. Dud-
legct. to’ himself telegraph to this
effect, -

LU R R SR
GOLD STANDARD AFFIRMED.

Important Enactment of ‘Congress on the
Bve of Presidental Campaign,

'Washington, D.(T Margeh  13.—Secre-

statement in explanation of the provisions

of ‘the financial bill, which passed the
hose to-day. :

“4““The general bill, which now awaits
only the signature of the President to be-
come a :law,; has for its first object as
its title indicates the fixing of the stand-
‘ard of value and the maintaining at a
parity -with that standard, jof all forms
of money, issued or coined by the United
States. It re-affirms the unit of
value shall be'the dollar, consisting of
twenty-five +and ' eight-tenth- grains of
gold, nine-tenths fine, but from that point
it ‘goes  on*to make it the-duty of the eec-
retary- of the: treasury to maintain-all
forms of meney issued or coined at a
parity with this standard. ‘It puts into
!tlhe_thands of the .secretary all power fo
o it. 5 :

P ——

| WAR LOAN'PASSES. °
‘London, Mareh ~ 13.—The 'war office/
the House of Commons to-day by a

-yote of 268 to 2L, ' - T
# <London, M ¥4.—~In the Honse of.
2 4

‘Commons t:

th “loan’ passed its
third reading, . s
LT (48
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tary Gage té-day made the following’
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WEST HURON EXPOSURES.
‘Endeavor to Shut Them Off For “This.

From Our Own Corr:_s—popdweqt. Bee

. Ottawa, March 1a.—A bitter debat
commenced ‘to-day arising out of Bir
Wilfrid Laurier's refusal to permit un-
opposed notices of motion to be disposed’
of.  Bvidently the Premier did not de-
sire ‘Mr. Bofden’s miotidn_respecting the
resumption of'the West Huron election
enquiry to be reached, . :
_"Mr. Foster delivered a slashing speech
in ‘which he showed the inconsistency of
-Sir 'Wilfrid’s position, as last year he
had promised the freest iqquﬁry,.

Later - Medsrs. Borden, Davin and
others explained . the ramifications . of
the Grit machine in Ontario. racti-
cally the entire day was wasted through
 Premier Laurier’s autocratic demea.nor.

X

BRITISH. EMPIRE LEAGUE.

Proposed Naval Reserve Prominently
Discusséd at Annual Meeting.

Ottawa, March 14.—The British ;Em-
pire League had a'very successful meet-
ing this morning. = Leading members
‘on both sides of politics were present.
The ‘annual report referred to the im-
portance of imcreased Imperial naval re?
serve for defensive ‘purposes, and alsp
advoeated the establishment of a Cand-
dian. naval iregerve in order that Can-
ada should be in a'position to meet any
emergency. ! SN e %

Col. ‘Denison, - the president, in mov-
ing the adoptién of the report, urged the
necessity of a factory being grecoed for
manufactuting irifles” in ° this. country,
and also urged that provision be made
to enable the @anadian militia’ to ac-
quire 'tactical as well as scientific mili-
tary knowledge. i In referring ‘feelingly
to the services~rendered by brave Cana-
dian ‘lads in:South ‘Afriea, the president
advocated the ereetion of a monument
on Parliament: Hill in memory of the
dead heroes. y ¢ i

Hon. William Mulock, in seconding
the motion, referred to the Pacific cable
scheme, contending that its failure now
would be a calamity. ;

Hon. R. R. Dobell said Canada qught
to lead in the formation of an Imperial
council sitting in London. i

Sir Sandford Flemmng advocated state
ownership ‘of cables connecting the
different colonies. .

Mr. Jenkins, M. P., Queensland, as-
sured -the . meeting that Queensland
warmly supported the cable scheme,

Sir Charles’ Tupper strongly favored
a Canadian ndval reserve, and said it
was due to President Kruger more than
anyone else that the British Empire was
federating so ¢losely. : ;

Sir Louis Davies said the naval re-
serve scheme would apply to the Pacifie
as well as the Atlantic coast.

Prof. Magowan, MeGill, Montreal,
proposed that a  decimal ecurreney be
adopted. This was adopted.

Immense increase in the sale of: the D,
& L. Menthol  Plaster evidences the fact
that it is useful for all rhenmatic pains,
iumbago and ldme back, pains in the sides,
eke. avis & Lawreace Cc., Titd.. manu-
facturers. ] el ) ;

B | u——

STOWAWAYS FOR AFRICA.

Three Membéi:is of the Canadian Regu-
lars Desgrt For the Purpose of
. Going to War.

.Toronto, Mg{-cl;_ 14.—Three members
of No. 2 Company. R. O. R. L, *quar-
tered at Stanlay Barracks, failed to turn
up Monday -ewening.” It.is since dis-
covered that they have gone to Halifax
with the third contingent, and may go
to South Africa, . i Bugler Stevens, one
of . the missing men, has been wvery
anxious to go to South Africa since the
commencement’ of the organization of
the’ first contirigent. ' He made an un-
successful attefopt to join it, and later

| tried to find ‘a_place with the Mounted

Infantry. He. was unable to get on
that corps too; and also failed to get on
the last contingent because no regulars
were taken. - The other two are Private

Pollitt ‘and Private Stephens.

CANADIAN :Bi-*mcmn's ILLNESS.

'Foronto, March 14.—Dr. Wilkie has
received & cablegram stating that his
son, Lieut, Wilkie, whom Sir Alfred
Milner last week reported dangerously
ill, is improving and his recovery is cer-
tain. The trouble is sunstroke.

[, SE———————-

WAR LOAN SUBSCRIPTIONS,

Montreal, March 14.—Subscriptions
received here for the British war loan
amounted to, $2,500,000, of which
,000,000 was received through
Bank of Montreal and the remainder
through the Merchants’ Bank.

TR R B LR

TRANSPORT MONTEREY.

Halifax, Mareh 14—The Monterey,
with Stratheona’s Horse and a hundred
officers and men to take the places of
the Canadians killed and wounded of
the first. eontingent, sdils on Friday.
CALLED TO CLEVELAND.

——

Wood, the well-known pastor of the
Colllxgttegationalthclgoreh, hngo relceilvled, a
eall ‘to Plymou regationgl ¢ ;
Cleveland, - Ohio. "mehu‘ngk
yet decided to accept. e

s ; b A ¢

MASSEY‘HARRIS STRIKE.

Toronto, March 14.—The fight  be-
tween the  Massey-Harris Co. and the
striking ‘moutders is becoming bitter.
The ‘strikers are taking action sagdinst
non-union men who they claim are per-
juring themselves. i

e

AGAIN NO SMALLPOX,

Montreal, March , 14.—Alfred » Robi-
taille, stricken with smallpox and con-
fined in the smallpox hospital in this
city on January 9, was discharged to-
day and the hospital closed, the disease:
being confined to the one patient only.

e i
GRENADIERS HONORED.

‘Toronto, March 14.—Lord Roberts has
written Sergt.-Major Cox; of the Royal
Grenadiers, thanking himself and the
members of the regiment for: kindly re-
membrances' of him. “The regiment sent
a.Christmas ¢ard.

QUEBEC’S ‘SENATE,

Quebee, March 14.—By a vote of 38
to 21, the legislative assembly last night
decided ‘td abolish the legislative coun-.

< A
For any ecase of nervousuess, sleepl
ness,  weak stomach, lnfﬁxe-tlon',Y p:x‘:
try. Carter’s ‘Little Nerve Pills.’ i
sure. The only nerve medicine for the
price in market.

Toronto, March - '14.—Rev, "'Morgan’

ARCH 15,°1900.

¥
Sir:. Undoubtedly the real issue before the
people of British Columbia to-day does not
lay indny platform or planks be they Grit
or Tory, but is, whethet Mr. Joséph Mar-
tin is to be, or not to be? Let the one point
be decided by the electors, and’ that 'is,
Martin or no Martin. ‘' With no beating
about the bush—Yes 6r No. i
Short of insurrection, bring pressure for
a general election ‘to take place at once,
on provincial lnes, and parllamentary can-
didates to nnswégr first before all, this ques-
3 and that without any reservation
whatever. Hang all planks, platforms
m:?l political creeds till this matter is set-
tled) .
; A VOTER.

e

“ PARTY LINES. ,

Sir: In- olden times when all

taught Latin that beautiful prayer . of
the . Episcopal church, commencing, “O
mihi et beatle martini,’”’ was metamor-
phosed by British boys Into ‘“all my eye
and' Betty Martin,” hence the slang of
contempt used: these centuries of ‘‘all my
eye.” 'With this preamble, I may say this
anclent expressfon is very considerably sig-
nificant of our views on Eastern party
lines in politics, now triéd to be introduced
at our elections.
. /And. what is there in these Bastern Can-
adian politics‘to wartant such an innova-
tion-in this pré¥ince? If we take the news-
papers and read through the long-winded
speeches we find nothing learned, and only
one. side accusing the other of dishonesty.
‘We have a book lssued by the Dominion
government ‘exposing swindling contracts,
and ‘we learn eidch contractor has to give
a sop in the pan. We remember the main
cause of the Northwest rebellion, the furn-
ishing of rotten bacon and supplies to In-
dians; the Yukon scandals, beautifully
hushed; and dozens of other affairs down
to the present, where a picayune affair of
groceries. for the government was bought
at Kingston, a merchant would have sold
in this towq for costs’of freight only; and
last week wlieré’’ members at Ottawa ac-
cuse one another openly in the legislature of
breaking all:the ten commandments, and
both  sides (party lines) in speeches are
full of accusations, recriminations, etc.,
making themselves out to be in as plain
as can be .set forth in the English lah-
guage, as a set to be avolded by every sen-
sible ‘man.

There should be something shown why
we voting on party lines could be in any
way benefited by such associations. Mor-
ally it is impossible. Sentiment of one
common origin cuts no figure; we would as
soon subscribe to build a church at Poken-
off, in Russia, as to vote at the ipsi- dixit
of either party’ lines 3,000 miles away,
where circumstances and wanmas are as dif-
ferent from our Western requirements as
light from dark.

Such lnes may be partially worked in
Coast towns, but never in the Interior, Our
votes have and always will be a personal
one, such as selecting those In whom we
have confidence to represent the wisheg of
the people. Long-winded orators, each
showing the disreputable side of his op-
ponents, no clean politics in either, must be
taken by us, as that to associate with them,
politically, is to acknowledge that we are
as full of low down tricks as themselves.

Now instance the tactics by those work-
ing professedly no party lines imported
here recently, and say if you could poli-
tically -have anything worse for British
Columbia. Take the Alien Act, Public
License Act, Labor Act, Champerty Bill
and that known as the McKechnle knock-
out, where a medical man (enemy) i8 not al-
lowed to, make over $3,000 per annum-—so
all medicos thus sitpated have to suffer for
just the . ome, Not one beneficlal act, and
each act has Injured all classes of business.
Party lines forsooth, is all my eye and Bet-
ty Martin, R -
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o ASHOROFT.
March, 1900,

A LIBERAL ON MR. BROWN. |

Sir : If Mr. John C. Brown, postmas-
ter of New Westminster, had any sense
of decency, or any care for the future,
he would abstain from following up his
scandalous prominence in the present poli-
tical situation by political essays and ex-
planations in the newspapers. ;

It is a public scandal for an official of
the Dominion government holding a posi-
 tion- of trust, and to whose services the
public, which pays him, has a right at
all times, to be found acting as the en-
.gineer and head centre of every partisan
political junket-in the lower country, and
proclaiming himself through the press in
‘intensely conceited, but characteristic de-
liverances, as the great example of self-
-abnegation ‘who for conscience sake re-
fused to be freat.

Under a Liberal government only, I am
ashamed to say, are such thinge possible,
and Mr. Brown need not be astonished
if, when a change comes, hig official head
will be among the first to. fall into the
baeket. LIBERAL.

GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP OF
RAILWAYS.

8ir : During *the ‘political canvass of
1898, at a public meeting held in BEsqui-
malt district, I was asked, if returned,
'would I favor the provincial government
ownership of railways? 1 immediately
replied that I ecould imagine nothing that
was more calculated to drag the provinee
into a state of bankmp_% than the adop-
tion of such a policy. “How about New
Zealand ?—Government ownership of rail-
ways hasn’t ruined her!” came the re-
tort, cric:P and sharp. I explained to the
‘satisfaction of a majority of my hearers,
and to the enlightenment of my question-
er; that New Zealand has codtrol of her
entire revenues. That her eustoms duties
and other revenues were pledged as secur-
ity for the payment of interest and sink-
ing fund of a loan raised in London and
devoted to the purchase and construe-
tion' of Tailways by the government, and
that, so far as I knew, the system had
oved ®uccessful there. Viewed from a
minion stan%mt 1 favored that pol-
icy; but as a vincial measure I had
no hesitation'in demouncing the proposi-
tion as unworkable, ruinous and Utopian.
The Hon. Mr. Martin has the reputa.
tion of being a sagacious politician and’
a bright legal light and on questions of
political economy. and constitutional law,
when at Winnipeg, he was regarded as
an authority, During the two sessions
we sat together in the legislature I was
impressed with his ready wit, his: skill
in .repartee and his forcible mode of dis-
cussing matters, and on several occasions
we voted together in the same divisions:

issued an-address—or as he eal

Uit, “a . platform”—to the electors, ?l‘h::
platform, while it ¢ontains some good,
sound planks, contains others that are
utterly bad; /80 rotten, indeed, that I
hesitate to.think any wise man will ‘take
his atand upon-them lest he should bring
the whole structure about his ears. I
propose to_deal, to-day, with but one of
these defective pieees of ‘timber, the pro-
position.. contained in' plank 15:  *“To
adopt a system of government construc-
tion and operation of railways, and. im-
‘mediately procedd -with’the construction'
of a railway on the south side of Fraser
river,  connecting the Coast with the

Kootenay qiqpricttbyith!tyg underl\t,md-.‘
. g 5 W o L&

Sincfn:is Aacceptance of office, Mr. Mar-|'

L nectige . and. make equitable joint
,trmqndv passenger arrangements, the

| provinee will. continue- this line- to  the

seastern,-boundary. of the province. Pro-
per comnection with such Kootenay rail-
way. to be given to the Island:of Van-
couver, With respect toother‘parts of
the provinee to proceed to ‘give: to
every portion of it railway connection at
as early date as possible,  the railway
when contructed to be operated by the
government through a commission.”

If in every #ther respect Mr. Martin’s
address appesléd to my “better under-
standing’; it every line save those quot-
ed above sparkled with the brilliancy of
a Kohinoor and shone with-the bright.
ness of a Day and Martin polish, I should

‘troduction into British ‘Columbia’
of a scheme which, if adopted, will bring
the country to a’condition 'of ruin, des-
pair and finameial disgrace.r The ad-
dress reminds me-6f-a foolish man who,
having: built 'a “handsome home, applies
the torch to it. - Whatever good there is
in the address is entirely neutralized by
plank 15, and the policy and its author
must be repudiated in the interest of the
country. Has the Premier calculated the
cost of building a line of railway from
the Coast to the eastern boundary of the
province? Has he a clear idea of where
the revenue 'to meet. interest and other
charges will be found? ‘Can he offer En-
glish *smeéney-lenders security on any
source of ‘reévenue éxcept that derived
from direct taxation? ' Is he aware that
the Dowinion government in 1882 cons
structed the section from Yale to Savons
Ferry as a government road, and that
it was aftérwards glad to turn the sec
tion over td'‘the C. P. railway company
as a gift, on 'condition that it would op-
erate it? Does he mot 'know that the
Intercolonial * “railway, . which runs
through a well-populated country, cost
double the original estimate, and that
every year for twenty-fivé years there
has been a large deficit? These are
among - thé¢ questions Mr, Martin will
have t6 answer, and I do not think that
his answers will be satisfactory to a ma-
jority of his hearers.
bia controlled her customs and other re-
venues the~system might be introduced

New Zealand was, to buy out existing
lines and build others; instead of doing,
as Mr. Martin proposes, build and oper-
ate competing lines, the project must
surely end in disaster. - Imagine the pro-
vincial government -paralieling the C.P,
railway to the eastern boundary and
without eastern connections -consigning
freight .and passengers at the boundary
to the mercy of the C.P.R. Think of
what' a draft must be made on our al-
ready inadequate revenue, derived from
direct taxation, to meet interest on the
loan required to build the road, and the
annual deficit caused by competition
with a railway heavily subsidized by the
Dominion government and owning one
of the best equipped lines in the world.
How long would provincial competition
last against such dn organization? and
how long would it be before the provin-
cial line would be only represented by
two streaks of rust, extending from Van-
couver to Donald?

At present taxation is admittedly low
in the province. Mines and capital are
but  lightly touched;. household and
office furnitiire are not taxed at all;
farming lands are net over-valued by
the assessor. If Mr. Martin’s policy is
adopted all capital invested, all im-
provements, ‘every hedd of live stock,
all household furniture and goods in
stock, every mine (whether paying divi-
dends or not), every promissory note,
every bank check, every invoice, must
pay a tax of somé kind to the provin-
cial government.  There will be no
escape for.any person or interest. All
must contribute towards meeting the
awful expenditure. e

The distance, from Point Roberts to
Penticton is 330 miles. . The estimated
{ average cost per mile made by the engi-
neers of the V. V. & E. road was
$40,000, which would bring the total
expenditure for construction to $13,200,-

.- The mileage from Vancouver to
the eastern boundary is 621, the cost of
which at $40,000. per mile would be
$24,840,000. Neither of these estimates
includes  rolling stock, which . would
probably amount to $2,000,000 more for
the . government roa In addition to
this expenditure, every importéd article
required in construction would have to
pay the Dominion customs duties; there
would be a tremendous shave by London
‘brokers for' underwriting a loan with
.such precarious and uncertain security,
if it could be floated at all, which I
muc¢h doubt, . Experience has shown
that: government roads are never oper-
lated as cheaply as vompany roads, and
it will scarcely be contended that Mr.
‘Martin’s road. can be operated as
‘cheaply as the C. P. R. Imagine the
provineial railway running side by side
with the C, P. R. and cutting rates to
‘the eastern boundary. il 5

In the address expenditures on publi
improvements, schools, railways,
bridges;, cash bonuses to railways, etc.,
etey, are foreshadowed, but not a single
word is uttered as to where the money
to effect these desirable objects is to be
fotmd after practically the ‘entire $ev-
‘enue has been swallowed up in building
‘and’ maintaining government railways.
‘Che system of increased taxation  to
.which I have referred will not yield
more than sufficient to fneet the burden
imposed ' by the  adoption of plank 15,
because if it were”once ‘known abroad
that British Columbia is a heavily
taxed province, both capital and labor
would hesitate to come here, and the
ruin of the province would be complete.

I g D. W. HIGGINS.

MR. BROWN'S POSITION.

Sir: Kindly allow me to make a few
statemente rélative to a telegram from
Vancouver, headed “Mr. Brown 'Refus-
ed,” printed in the Colonist of Wednes-
day, and to an editorial article ‘headed
“Mr. Brown's Terms,” in the' Colonist
of this morning. )

The Colonist of Thursday, Mareh 1,
had g paragraph in its news columng in
‘which some absurd assertions were made
a8 to my actions and motives. - By my
request, the Columbian ofthe samie even-
ing printed a contradiction of those ‘as-
sertions.
made nor authorized any public statement
about what took place between the Lieu-
tenant-Governor and myself, ‘nor do I
think I should be justified in making
such a statement exeept self-defence
made. it necessary. s et

A delegation of Mr, Martin’s Vancou-
ver friends waited upon me last Monday.
It was agreed that our discussion was
to be considered private and confidemtial,
but I fee] at liberty to sdy ‘that the first
sencence in your editorial of this morn-
ing is corrveet. The statement wired you
from Vancouver was not accurate.

As to the statements made in your ar
ticle of this morning, I cannot, of course,
testify .as to the Lieutenant-Governor's
intentions, nor do I wish to discuss them.
I have no desire to say a word which
uld embarraes His Honor. ' But it ap-
pears thut some over-zealous friend of
the Lientenant-Governor's, deceived by
the  telegram sent you ‘from Vancouver
into.tbe belief that I had been guilty of

Leue@rtQ’T‘be Edimr ing, thei unless: the- other railways now'
3 T A .“ e T 0w '”'...‘ QoL n:

ate statementa.at.
cogstructed in:the province give fair con- “¥ersation, % J&f’ :

reject the entire policy to prevent the in- .
litics |

1

here; buf unless we are in a position, as |-

Except - this, T have neither|

a"—Otf‘:il)trivgte COlr
. Yy o efending the
Ilieutenan:t—(} OF against' my suti;;;il
ed bad faith, whed you with a pretty
111:39 rogmnc,e/y,qbqnt my part of the at-
It is quite.tfue that I waited upor >
Laeutenant-Governor on Tuesday g(;elutxli;;
of Xa.st'week;,"that 1 had a long conversa.
tion'with hing, and that Mr. Martin came
to Goverpment-House while I was there
and took partin the discussion. But it is
not true thut. I produced a telegram at

‘| that interview, either from New West-

minster ‘or any .other lace; it is

true that the name of er. W..W. nﬁt.
Mch_mes was mentioned by me or, in my
hearing, by ‘the Lieutenant-Governor or
Mr. Martin; it is'nét true“that Mr. Me-
lupvs was reférred to, or.that any bar-
; 841, arrangement or Suggestion refer-

Ting to him or including b in any way
was even -hinted at. )

Furthermore, when I left Government
House at the conclusion of the interview
referred to, my decision had been given
and my position in the premises was
clearly defined. It is true that I called
upon the Lleu_tenant_—Governor next day,
but L did w0 8imply and only to give him
certain infermation which I had promis-
ed to procure.

I trust L shall not be compelled to make
any further statements about a matter
which. is alréady ancient history.. Called
to .coqsult. with Her Majesty’s represen-
tat-lve‘dunp,g a political crisis, I took the
course which seemed to be dictated by
my duty to the province, to my political
friends #md" supporters, and ‘to myself.
I have the satisfaction of knowing’ that
my friends approve of my action, and
there, it seems to me, the matter should

rest.
2 ' JOHN C. BROWN.
New Westminster,. March 8, 1900..
v (piiitn v
General Debllity and & “run-down’ ‘state
calls for a general tonlc to the system.
Such is ‘The D. L. Emulsion. Builds
yoh up, increases your weight, gives health,
Made by Davis & Lawrence Co., Ltd.
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GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPHS.

If British Colum-! Their Stiggestion to Commons Brings ta

Light a Prince Edward Island
Grievance.

Ottawa, March 12.—Mr, Casey, in the
House to-day, introduced a bill for the
establishment of a system of telegraphs
as a branch of the public service. He
admitted that a bill of this kind would be
of little avail unless introduced by the
government. His object in bringing the
matter forward was with the idea that
it would be of an educational character.
1 Existing lines could be obtained by pur-
chase or .expropriation. If expropriated,
this ¢ould be done by arbiration.

Mr. McLellan, Prince Edward Island,
called attention to the exorbitant rates
charged on the cable line between Prince
HEdward Island and the Mainland. No
message could be sent after eight o’clock
at night until laté next morning. The
morning ‘newspapers could not get des-
patches at Charlottetown.
~ 8ir Louis Davies said that it was al«
most incredible, but nevertheless true,
that during .the present war telegraph
connéction with Prince Edward Island
closed at eight o’clock in the evening.

Mr. Casey’s bill was read a first time.
The Kaslo-Lardo-Dunecans railway com-
pany’s bill passed through committee and
was read a third time. The British Col-
umbia Sohthern railway bill was passed
tpxough committee and read a  third
timle.
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BOERS' CAPETOWN FRIENDS,

Active. in°. Working for Their Escape—
Loyalists Glad to See Transports

: i Away. " .

Capetown, March 14.—It has just
transpired .that another plot has been
discovered to free the Bocr prisoners at
Simonstown. The remarkable quantities
‘of watermelons received by the pr@soners
aroused comment, and an investigation
discovered that comprising letters were
contained in the melons, the  writers
planning the escape of the captives.

- Great eatisfaction is. felt here at the
fact that the transports with the bulk
of the prisoners sail for St. Helena to-
night. :

L P RS B s

FORTY MILES FROM MAFEKING.

Plumer’s Force Rapidly Advanecing and
Good Prospect of Harly Relief.

Lobatsi, March 8.—~Col. Plumer’s force
reached here on Tuesday, 6th,

It is believed that only a single bridge
southward has been destroyed, and other-
'wise the railroad is intact within five
miles of Mafeking, Col. Plumer has al-
ready dispersed the Boer police posts in
the mneighborhood, and is actively push-
ing his advance southward,

Capetown, March 14.—Plumer is now
within 40 miles of Mafeking.

making public. statements—and inaceur-
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FORTY SECOND Y

St. Patrick’s
! Great

Dublin Riots Over Maya
rlotism—Weather Trie
“York Enthusias

Record Celebrations in
dian Cities—Torontg
Irish as Belfast

Dublin, March 17.—The Lor
procession to-day was interr
of  disorder
objected to 'hi
toward the Queen. His ca
stoned at various places a
route, windows were smashed
enormous crowds were mucl
Oceasionally the police were
to deal with the outbreak. 8
rests were made. The mayorg
and Drogheda, who had at fir
ed invitations, refused to part
the procession.
IN CANADIAN CITIH

Quebee, March 17.—For the
in the annals of Quebec, St.
Day was generally observed.
had been proclaimea by the
civie holiday, and the proving
. Jature adjourned from last j
Monday in honor of the occasi
procession was one of the best
here.. Many prominent Englis
and French citizens were in t
Flags were seen everywhere in

Montreal, March 17.—St.
Day was never so loyally obd
this city as to-day. The Irish f
ed on the city hall for the firs
its history. Hundreds of Bri
were hoisted on public and
buildings, and all nationalitid
represented in the parade.
almost lost its significance as
Irish holiday. Mgr. Falconio, {
delegate to Canada, officiated
mass in St. Patrick’s church.
evening the Irish societies held
patriotic entertainments, which
largely attended.

Ottawa, March 17.—8St.
Day was generally observed.
ply of shamrocks was exhausi
in the morning. Mr. Taylor,
servative whip, supplied the
and newspaper men,

Toronto, March 17.—Toronto
Irish as Belfast to-day.
were flying over all the public
in the city, as well as_ in ma
and private buildings, while 4
is wearing either a bunch of
~or a bit of .green ribbon. A
sald in all Catholic churches t
ing.

Winnipeg, March 17.—St.
Day was well observed. The
waved from the city hall towe|

NEW YORK EN FET

New York, March 17.—The 4
of Ireland divided honors
national and state colors on
municipal buildings in New
day, while many business builg
private houses also flew the
the harp. Overhead the day
that could be desired for the

on. Under foot, however,
of \muddy slush, through whie|
Patrick’'s Day procession
“bravely. Headed by the 6
ment, with the first regiment
¥Volunteer Infantry, the parad
over miles of streets covered ¥
and water.

The parade was under the a
the Ancient Order of Hibern
was participated in by all of
Societies. There were severa
tions in honor of the day, and
nearly all of the Irish societies
tary organizations will give |
ners and other entertainmen
line of march of the parade
Sulzer’s park, where all the I
ties of the city united in a g

There were to have been tw
to-day in Jersey City in hon
Patrick’s Day, but the wretel
tion of the streets caused the
‘ment of one of the procession
that of the Ancient Order of H
of America.

S S R
MANITOBA RAILWA

Government May Supply a L
vate Enterprise Does

Winnipeg, March 17.—Prd
dongld received a large dep!
Téeves and members of the h

€ western portion of the pi
was asked to give assista
Northern Pacific railway for th)
tion of a trunk line from
Praivie west. He promised
Nse his influence with the No
lic people to build the road s
of this failing, the governn
construct the road on its ow

AMERICANS IN SIBJ

Complaint That Foreigners
ing the Harvest From
Enterprise in Opening Co

London, March 17.—Nosilof]
known Siberian, contributeq
Novoe Vremya of St. Petersl
ter complaint against the inrd
can trade is making int
“These things,” he says,
articles of luxury, but just
most urgently needed by the
lation. ~ The merchants an
speak of petitioning for a prad
‘be placed on American im
while °the discussion con
Americans will secure the m
it is also quite possible that e
where Russia is constructing
will fall into the hands of f
cans before the railroad is
and before ,Russia is in a
profit by the riches of China

* Shall we, who as the owl]
East have undertaken to in
ture and = civilization, actw
over Biberia to foreign capi
terprige, and make it foreve|
and black slave of foreignen




