Fire which last night destroyed ,»the
top floor and gutted the Martin Royal
Stores Hardware premises, did damsge
amounting to nearly $150,000.

The insurance is believed to ba in
the neighbourhood of $120,

The origin ot the fire is unknown.

This is the second destructive fire
to occur in this building. Eight years
ago, considerable loss was caused
when the premises were gutted. It was
after this fire that the top floor, des-
troyed last night, was'built.

NOTHING BUT SMOKE.

At 6 p.m., dense clouds .of smoke
were seen issuing from - the second
floor of the building and passers by
gave the alarm which quickly brought
the Central and Eastern Fire Compan-
fes on the scene. At first nothing but
smoke could be seen but later flames
were discovered in the back of the
building and on the top floor. The fire
was apparently confined to the two top
storeys. Under the direction of Inspec-
tor General Hutchings and Superin-
tendent Dunn streams of water were
quickly applied to both back and front
of the burning building.

WATER PLENTUFUL.

Fortunately, water was plentiful and
& pressure of about 120 lbs. was ob-
tained. Ex-reserve fireman Stansbury
rendered valuable assistance in direct-
ing the two streams applied from the
roof of Neal's store. Heedless of the
overpowering smoke fumes, he work-
ed energetically for two hours and
kept a stream of water directed on the
floor of the second storey. By 7.15, the
fire appeared to be under control as
practically no flame could be seen al-
though there was considerable smoke.
Suddenly, the columns of smoke as-
sumed larger proportions. and were
followed by great tongues of flame
which shot up in the air lighting up
the sky for miles around.

FIRE MAKES HEADWAY,

The fire quickly made headway, and
fhe large quantity of inflammable ma-
terial stored on the top floor, such as

straw, sheeting paper and felt, soon|

became a mass of flame. All available
hydrants were utilized and nine
streams of water were applied to the
fire. In connecting the hoses, the police
rendered valuable  assistance to the
fire fighters, many of them getting
drenched with water. Two firemen,
with wonderful pluek, atood on the top
of the ladder in the face of the flames
and smoke directing water into the
centre of the top floor. From the roof
pt the Board of Trade building two
more streams wers applied, while two
ptreams were also poured ‘into the
flaming mass from the ‘Martin bufld-

\ing on the west. Bmm glass tml
burninx embers were fiying every- I
‘where and the firemen were in consid- |
erable danger. Cartridges were contin- |
ually exploding and the sound could :

be plainly heard. ?
3
{

FIRE REACHES HEIGHT.

‘It was nearly two hours after the |
first alarmh had been that the fire
reached its height. Fears for the safety
of the adjoining buildings was now be- .
ginning to be felt. At this j\mcture.
Mr. Harris Keefe of the Colonial s»-'
ré@ry’s Department, ran up to the’
roof of the Board of Trade building
and’ applied chemicals which he ‘had ’
procured from the Court House. These
were put on none too soom, and un-

doubtedly saved the Board of Trade :

and Royal Stores from sharing the fate
of the Martin building. At one time the
roof of the former building caught
near the skylight, but, Mr. Keefe quick~
1y poured the contents of one of the
extinguishers on the flames which saon
subsided. Meanwhile, the roof of the
Martin Bullding was beginning to give
way. Finally, it fell in, sending great
flames upwards to cast a lurid reﬂec—!
tion over the dark sky. At almost the |
same time, the elevator on the second
floor, broke loose from its fastenings,
and fell into the basement below,

UNDER CONTROL.

‘With the destruction of the roof, the
task of getting at the seat of the fire
was made easier,'and as a result of the
efforts of the fire fighters, the blaze
was under .control by 9 o’clock, three
hours after the first alarm had been
given. The fire smouldered for several
hours after, and it was not until early
this morning that the firemen could
leave the scene. While the fire was in
progress, Fire Constable -Doyle was
overcome by smoke fumes and had to
receive attention: at' 'a nearby drug
store while Fire Sergt. Bennett was
injured by a hammer which fell on him
from above. Two young boys were also
affected by the emoke and had to be
carried away from the scenle.

THE DAMAGE.
The top floor of the Martin Building

QUALI‘I'Y‘

/

"COLUMBUS" Bram{ is second-to-none in Quality; only the finest materials are used.
i The actual making is entrusted solely to experts, who would not dream of producing
work below(thq high standard they have set for themselves.

Itis thé aini of ﬂle “Columbus Co.” to manufacture only a high-grade product. Speciﬂ
-attention has been paid to QUALITY, FIT and STYLE, with the resnlt that there is

' now no befter Rubbe

r Footwear than “COLUMBUS”

-

Each year brings an increased demand from the Public for “Columbus” Rubbers. This
in itself is proof that this popular line of Rubber Footwear 1s meeting with the ap-
proval of the Publie i in.every du'ectlon. o

”

DEALERS :—Anticipate next season’s demands NOW and place your orders as early
as possible. By co-operation with us, you are assured of early delivery of the goods
and better satisfaction to yourself and your customers. e

-

is;a mass of ruins. Only the walls re~{

main standing, and it was indeed for-
tunate, that when this storey was built
on after the previous fire, the struc-
ture was reinforced. The large stock,
which included a full line of spring
goods, was completely destroyed. A
large part was damaged by the fire,
and the remainder was injured by
water to such an extent as to render
the major portion of it valueless. Mr.
Martin told the Telegram that he esti-

'mated the value of the stock to be in

value of the building is about $50,000
The adjoining building is also owned

by the Martin-Royal Stores and "is

geparated from the main premises by

& galvanized door which, fortunately, |
the flames did not penetrate. Water did |
much damage to the offices of P. Tem- |

pleman, J. B. Orr, M. 8, Sullivan, JF
Sellars and L. Earle which are all n
this part of the pranises. Mr. J. Pater- |
son who has an office in the main;
building, visited it during the after-
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166 Water Street

South Side Road .
Prince of Wale- Street
Pleasant Street .. .. .

Property Headquarters.

Freshwiter Road .. .. ..
Allandale Road ..... .. ., .. 1
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.. BHayward Avenue .. .. = ..
Cochrane Street .. .. .¢ ..
‘Water Street (West) .. .. o
Gower Streef .. .. <. i odles
Bond Streot,. PP SO
Scott Street .. .« «i ¢ coss
Walsh’s SqUare .. .. .o .1 »
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MOREY'S |
. COAL IS GOOD CoaL

Due to arrive the first cargo .
From North Sydney Schr. Beulah Mae with.

400 Tons SCREENED NORTH SYDNEy
 COAL.
NOW LANDING 1200 TONS

BEST WELSH HOUSEHOLD COAL 7
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ST THOMAS’S WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION

Sale and Concert.

The above Agsociation is holdmg 2 Sale on Tu
day next, 9th inst., in Canon Wood, Hall. g

Plain and Fancy Work, Children’s. Underclothi
Members’ Table, Péntry, Book-and Candy: Stalls, AL
ternoon:and:6 o’clock Teas.

ADMISSION 10 CENTS.
At 8.15 p.m: a Grand Concert will-be held in whic

-the leading artlstes of the c:ty are taking part.

ADMISSION 50 CENTS.
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OTHER BI SNT OF
Moir’s Cake & Confectionery

FRY’S FIVE BOYS, CROQUETTES and MIIk
BARS.

PAPER BAGS, PARCHMENT PAPER ai
TWINE.

P.F. FEARN & CO.,, Ltd,

200 WATER STREET. .
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the meighbourhood of $100,000. The | ..\ sng saw no signs of fire. He lost |
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{ ing the firemen in setting up their lad- !
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Prices ranging !ron ($1,000.00) to (W)./

 FRED. J. ROIL & W.,
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Itis now time to throw
{off the old winter gar-
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