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AMERiCAﬂ BEHIND ALLIED EINENT

WRITES OF AMAZING ARRAY OF
RESOURCES FOR . OFFENSIVE
WARFARE.

Germans Driven from Air and Out-
‘matelied in Big Guns—Wildness of
Yerdun Attack Lacking in™Careful-
Iy Planned Offensgive of French and
British—Over Five Hundred Miles
“ of Railway in Operation Connecting
With Factories Covering Hundreds
af Acres.

By WYTHE WILLIAMS.

Paris, Aug. 5.—AlIl this week I have
been with the French Army on the
Somme as a guest of the Great Gen-
eral Staff. The second anniversary of
the war I passed on 4£he battlefront
near the centre of the great offensive.
It was the first timg during the war
that a correspondent accredited to the
French has been officially permitted
to witness an action so intense and
on so gigantic a scale.

At the battle of the Labyrinth over
8 year ago I ‘was the first neutral
special correspondent  to visit the
Somme, and with extraordinary faecil-
jties combined with good luck I was
able to get'a.better view of the op-
erations than any civilian up to the
‘present moment. It was by far my
greatest experience of war. As a
spectacle it was superb, overwhelm-
ing. If any American has the idea
that France has been bled white at
Verdun and must now depend on the
Allies to win, it should be gquickly
forgotten, for what 1 saw on the

Somme is the greatest human effort’

in dll history. The French army to-
day is better, stronger, and greater
than ever it was. I necessarily con-
fine all my remarks to the French
army only.

GREATER THAN VERDUN.

It is not necessary to go ‘back of
this war to compare human eff
This French effort on the Somme
will become bigger than thé ‘Marne,
bigger than Artois and Champagne,
greater than Verdun, And. after
viewing it from all sides, studying it
from every angle of understanding, I
am certain that it is only just begin-
ning. Why I say it will prove greater
than anything that has happened in
this war is based upon the absolute
feeling that settles upon one the mo-
ment one gets with the army, and
which keeps getting stronger every
minute. On all my previous trips to

_the front I have had another feeling,

a feeling that while I was with an un-
beaten army, an drmy that was undis-
couraged and hopeful, yet it was an
army that was only holding Germary
after all. This time the feeling was
so styong it amounted to positive con-
viction that this arnly knew that il
was winning—that when the offensive
on the Somme is over Germahy wiil
be finally and thoroughly whipped.
What impressed me most about it
iz its steady grinding, its awful im-
placability and, at the same time, its
deadly precision. Verdun, with all its
horror and its grandeur, had an ele-

Pnotices an utter -absénce of on the.
Somme. At Verdun the Germans at-
tacked time after time with blin“d
tury, while the French held with th.e'
same sort of courage that often bor-

L Gernian correspondents spoke ot tho
clockwork precision of their qssau_lts,

henzollern triumph would <come at
that point. . But the French put the.
clockwork out of order, and Verdun
can only stand out now like Pickett’s
charge as the high-tide ‘mark of Ger-
man aggression. And now the French
tide of triumph is only mounting ‘on
the Somme.

SCENE OF PEVASTATION.

At present the Germans have retired
a short distance to keep their feet out
of the wet, but just as slowly, almest
as imperceptibly but quite as surely
as the tige of the ocean itself that
wave of blue uniforms is advancing
steadily forward, bringing death and
destruction to everything living aad
inanimate in its way, It is true, tides
mount to their high mark, then re-
cede, but I venture the opinion, bas-
ed on words that have been said to
me by a general wino knows, and on
what I have seen, that when' the tide
of this advance .reaches its limit the
rec—eding wave will be the victorious
French army marching home.

Although the salients formed by the

mit an enfildide of artillery fire behind
the new trenches that is dangerous
for careless visitors, we left our autc-
mobile well in the rear and walked
across the conquered ground to a

ama of the entire action. ~Far to the
north we could -see the: British fire at
Pozieres, nearer were the fragments
of Fricourt, Hardecourt and Prise.
Just to our left a few blackened
stumps marked all that was left .of
Hardecourt:. German shrapnef’ con-
stantly exploded over the ruin. Be-
hind us lay the dust of what had been
"{he vxl.lage of Bequmcourt and Dom-
pierre. We had actually to be told
that villages once existed on thsat
leprous looking ground. It was only
dust “with a bit of rubble here and
there and all discolored  to a. brown-
ish yvellow by the picric acid from
bursting shells. -To our right was
Estrees: Behind it he ‘gamgs leaped
high from the burning chateau ' of
Deniecourt, then being vigorously
shelled by the French. Directly be-
fore us was Péronne.

We walked a little way across the
fields to see what remained of the
line of German trenches. There was
nothing. I had seen ruined trenches
before. At the Labyrinth I saw re-.
sults of artillery fire that then seem-
ed appalling, but they were small
compared to what I saw now. Thén
the artillery fire only destroyed the
upper erust, and the top of trencheg
caved in. On the plain of Santerre
we found ddep-down under ground
shelters ripped to piect'es by shells.
And the ground all about: wag ° the
same sickly browmsh yellow from
picric acid. | !

We walked’ further on. Our guide,
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ment of Wlldness apout, it tu.,z. qiib gafg
fconsiderable slze He pointed to af

dered on despair. At that time the !

and they firmly believed that the Ho-

advance into the German lines per-§

‘plateau’ before which was the panor- |

it wa.s vﬁh.ge—-a villa cf

heap of tortured-looking rubbmh:
“The church,” he said. “It was a
fihe old chapel, of the tourteenﬂ; cen—

tury.”
AN UVRECOGVIZABLE TOVN

I asked, amazedly, if we were.,wallr-J
ing over the ruins of a town. Like
fruined trenches, I have seen citics
even when there is not a singleé house
which remains intact, but, neverthe-
less, some semblance of urban’. for-
mation remained. :I'hére were walls,
 big piles of:debris,-also streets and

not even follow the line = where the
a scrap of any object from which one
fore.

minated town the artillery fire began

vantage point on the plateau. From
the extreme right, where the chateau
was still blazing in toward the cen-

the French were concentrating their

the famous curtaip of iron in full ac-
tion—the first time it was ever seen
by any correspondent. Although
through the entire afternoon there
‘had been bombardment of the entire
front, especially intense on this par-
ticular sector, all the destructive for-
ces were now unloosed.

like rolling thunder, that never stop
ped completely, but when apparently
it was about to.die away into silence
| it would again spring up and rever-
berate over another portion of the
valley. But now before us there was
just a constant unendihg roar, thro’
whicli one seemed to have a sense of
heavy pounding. If one could im-
agine a giant stahle in which 1,000

the stalls, while in the rafters over-
head were 1,000 spitting, fighting cats.

fthe' 'rideau’ de.'fer sounds. But even'
this illustration is inadequate, for it
is one’s inner sensibility rather than
the ear that is affected most. The
concentrated pounding seems to act
“directly on the brain- and I could
easily understand why men jn the
trenches often go mad. '

A welcome relief to the roar of the
heavy guns were the rapid crack of
‘the near-by mitrailleuses and the
sharp barks of the . seventy-fives,
which arose above all the - tumult,
and, as before, all along the line we
could see the spurt of their fire in an
‘unbroken flame.

DES’{ROY EVERYTHING.

What had just commenced on that
sector was the same as had happened
to the village behind us. The order
had been given to destroy everything.
So as we watched the human sacrifice
was going up in the roll of smoke and
the roar of guns. And it could con-
}tinue so for hours. When it would be
Lover the infantry would again’ ad-
vance “with their rifles over - their
shoulders” For the German losses
have heen go great and the French so
ismall as to he one of the wonders qf
the war. The colonel of one regiment
said to, me:
:  “During the. entire offensive I lost
ifour men killed apd fifty wounded.
Those who were killed were careless.”

In the last great advance on Sun-

i} day the German losses were estima-
P Pted at 10,000 against 708 French kill-

"ed and wounded.
« We did not watch the curtain of

‘| iron very long. A message came from

the general commanding the division
for us to clear out—and it was only

{by the merey of God and the fact he

did not know we were there that we.
had been neither killled nor excluded
long before. We ezplained our iden-

,f.hat the general Tegognized our cre-
qlalp l?ut was merely interested,

ip not, hayving us -there. He pointed

4o uhero the general and his staff had |

hcome tp viey the ogemﬁons. 1 figur-
ed that we had a Detter plage from
qhighmsqgth&nhe.hntlwuqn#e
wimaz to go, especially ag at that
. moment, several ﬂwm came, uncom-

mrn'z}x cloge.
. We, retired. towarg. the rear alohg a
ew, rogd built, since. the offensive be-
I, have, ereggg mm,lom the

sidewalks. .Of thig town, however, not |
a single’ thing remained. We could|. -

main street had "been. "There was not |
could recognize what it- had been be- }
While we were visiting the extbr-

growing heavier. We: went back to a ¥

tre, a distance of several kilometres, ;

fire for an infantry attack. It was}|

/The general hombardment seemed |

mad horses were all Kicking against |

ane might get some realization how |

tity to the messenger, who explained |
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been .tossed and torn and pulverized.

But beyond these strips nothing hau
happenéd. There it was still a beau-

 tiful rolling meadow, peaceful and

undisturbed. The lines marking the
end of the curtain of fire were as
straight as if fenced off in advance.

GERMANS DRIVEN FROM AIR.

The proof is strikingly clear at the
front of the manner in which the Ger-

' mans have been driven complétel‘v
'out of the air. On previous trips I

found the exposing air forces always
fairly evenly maliched, one side or the
other sometimes showing a slight as-
cendancy. On this trip I saw only one

‘German aeroplane, while great fleets

of ¥rench machines circled constan -

ly over the enemy lines. This one{

German, airman at the moment I saw
him through my glasses was fleeing
desperately for his life, pursued hot'y
on all sides.

Later I happened to notice flying

-very high a baby Nieuport machine,
‘its pi,lot performing all sorts of antics
[ in the air. I watched it for a long time

through my glasses and was com-

f pletely fascinated. The pilot would

first loop the loop and then plunge
straight downward on the nose of the
machine. Following that he would e
content to fly on_the side or upside
down for a few moments, following
this usually with a wide volplane and
another loop the loop. Later, I hap-
pened to mention these’ manoeuvres
to the captain of an aéroplane escad-
ice. ;

:“Oh, that was.so and so,” he replied
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0w c.nstpMed
and .tﬂr‘%ﬁm

8
# L nell.
and stomach trou-

-tion most pto-w_

3 1y and thoroughly §°
by reason of their
.combined action
~on liver, krdmu
and b 8.

i French machines they. -immediately

‘have simply watched and waited for u

 numbers of munition and food ca-
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mentioning the pilot’s name. “It was
‘he who brought down that one Ger
man who.crossed our Nne to-day. H2
was just celebrating his victory all to
himself on his way home.”

One afternoon on the front I count-
ed twenty French observation balloons
very close to the line, With the naked
eye I could find no balloon on the
German side, ,but finally with my
glasses I found three, showing very
vaguely in the far distance. I was |
told by an airman that whenever the |
German balloon observers now see the

take to their parachutes, for their own
airmen simply will not come out to
give battle.

NOT TO SAVE—TO WIN.

Naturally T am not permitted to
write anything -concerning the num-
ber of French troops on the Somme.:
I may be allowed to say that up to |
now the entire action has been fought |
with a very small number of infantry, |’
so complete has been the work of the |
artillery. Up to now no reserves have
been 'necessary. This is not to be
misunderstood as to imply that there
are,.few soldiers there. On the con-
trary, there are enormous reserves, |
including the crack troupes de cho¢
of the entile army that up to now:.

greater offensive movement than has
yet arrived. Among these are the
Garde” Francaise that has. saved the
day on so many battlefields of this |4
war. Its next move will not be top
.save the day, but to win it :

AH the activity behind ~the lines,
road professions, movement of t.roo’i?s,

mions, including a few Red Cross am- |
bulances, I believe it a safe estimate
i3 at least five times greater than dur-f
ing any previous offensive. All the

tgwn for both French and British, are
one conunuous moving line of motors.

% i cansing a constant gloud of white }‘

' dust, almost as dense as the smoke of ]
the battle live. All the majn roads

| have been ‘widened, %0 that there i§|]
L {a new road at the side exclusively -for
| foot, troops In fact, the main roads

are now one ‘of the most interesﬂﬁg E
slghts of the war. : ¥
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