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LESSONS FROM GENERAL
JOSHUA’S TAKING OF

Al

Rev. Dr. Talmage Gets Ideas For Successful
Christian Work From an Old Bible
Battle Scene.

Washington despatch: From an old
time battle scene Dr. Talmage in this
discourse makes some startling sugges-
tions as to the best styles of Christian
work and points out the reason of so
many pious failures. Text: “Then shall
ve rise up from the ambush and seize
upon the city”’—Joshua viii., 7.

One Sunday evening, with my famlly
around me, we were talking over. the
scene of the text. In the wide open
eves and the quick imterrogations and
the blanched cheeks I realised what a
thrilling - drama it was. There is the
old city, shorter by name vlhqn any
other city in the ages, spelled with two
letters, A, I, Ai. Joshua and his men
want to take it. How to do it is the
question. On a former occasion, in a
straightforward, face to face fight,
they had been defeated, but now they
are going to take it by ambuscade.
Gen. Joshua has twe a.visions In his
army. The one division the battle worn
commander will lead h f, the other
divisic he sends off to encamp In an
ambush on the west side of the city of
Al: No to es, no lanterns, ao sound
of-heavy Lz lions, but 30,000 S\\'a':l.lhy
warriors moving in silence, speaking
only in whisper; no clicking of s\\'m'ds_

t shields, lest the watchman of

Y it and the siratagem be a

It the roistering soldier in the

n army forgets himself, all

ine the word is “Hush!”

takes the other division, the

one with which he i3 to march, and
puts it on the north side of the city of
Al and thzn spends the night in recon-
noitering in the valley. There "nv_stands
in the night and 'says to ‘himself:
“Yonder is -the division in ambush on
the west side of Ai. Here is the divi-
sion [ have under iy especial com-
mand on the north side of Ai. There
is the old city slumbering in its sivn.’
To-morrow will be the battle.” Iook!
The morning already begins to tip the
hills. > military officers of Al look

morning very early, and, !

hey do not see the division in
ambush, they behold the other divi-

of Joshua, and the cry, “To
! To arms!” rings through all the
cf the old town, and every
whether ‘hacked and bent or

velded, is brought out, and all

e inhabitants of the city of Al pour
through the gates, an infuriated tor-
rent, and their cry is, *Come, we’'ll
make quick work with Jorshua and his
troops!"”

No sooner had thesc people of Al
come out against the troops of Joshua
than Joshua gave such a command
he seldom gave—*“Faill back!” W
they could not believe thelr own ears!
Is Joshua's courage failing hims?
retreat i@ beaten, and the Israe
are flying, throwing blankets and can-
teens on every side under this wor
than Bull Run defeat. And you oug!
to hear the soldiers of Al chee
cheer and cheer. But they hu

The men lying In ambush are
straining their vision to get some s:3-
nal from Joshua that they may know
what time to drop upon the -city.

hua takes his burnished spear, giit-

ing in the sun like a sh:
and voints it toward the city, and when
the men up yonder in the ambush s:2e
it with hawklike swoop they drop upon
Ai a%d without stroke of sword or stab
of-spear take the city and put it to the
torch. ]

So much for the division that was
in ambush. How about the division
under Joshua's command? No sooner

hua slop in the flight than all
stop with him, and as he
wkheels they wheel, for in a voice of
thunder he cried *“Halt!” one sirong
arm ariving back a torrent of flying
troops. And then, as he points his
spear through the golden light toward
that fated city, his troops know that
they are to start for It.
it was when the division
which had taken the city marched
down against the men of Ai on the ene
side, and the troops under Joshua doa-
bled up their enemies from the other,
side. and the men of Ai were caught
between these two hurricanes of Is-
raelitish courage, thrust before and be-
hind. stabbed in breast .and back,
ground between the upper and the
nether millstones of God's indignation!
Woe to the city of Ai! Cheer for Is-
rael!

Lesson

thing

the first:
as victorious

There
retreat.

this successful besiegement. And there
are times in your life when the best
thing you can do is to run. You
once the vicuim of strong drink.
d2mijohn and the decanter were
foss. "They came Adow upon you

The
your

the men of Joshua.
i way from
Fall back!
saloon! Fall back from
y! Your flight is your ad-
r retreat is your victory.

e a converted infidel. He is so
strong now in his faith in the gospsl
he says he can read anything. What
are you reading? Bolingbroke?
drew Jackson Davis' tracts? Tyndall's
Glasgow university address? Drop
them and run. You will be’ an nfidel
before vou die if you don't quit that.
These men of Ai will be too much for
vou. Turn your back on the rank and
file of unbelief. Fly before th
you with their ewords and transfix you
with their javelins,

Your only safet
them.

So, also, tHere is victorious retreat in !

the religious world. Thousands of
times the kingdom of Christ has seemed
to fall back. When the blood of the
Scotch Covenanters gave a deeper dye
to the heather of the highlands, when
the Vaudois of France chose/extermina-
tion rather than make an unchristian
surrender, when on St. Bartholomew's
day mounted assassins rode through
the streets of Paris, crying “Kiil!
Blood-letting is good in August! XKill!
Death to the Huguenots! Kill!” when
Lady Jane Grey's head rolled from the
executioner's block, when Calvin was
imprisoned in the castle, when John
Knox died for the truth, when John
Bunyan lay rotting in Bedford j&ail
saying, “If God will help me and my
physical life continues, I wil! stay here
until the moss grows on my eyebrows
rather than give up my faith,” the
days Y for the church
days of vic
But there i
tlon of victorious retreat in the life of
our Joshua, the Jesus of the ages. Firs:
falling back from an appaliing depth,
felling from celestial hills to terrestr
valleys, from throne to mauger; yvet
that did not seem to sufiice him as
retreat. Falling hack still farther #n.y
Bethlehem to Nazareth, from /Nazar-

T
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of

't of doom, |

| and starts for the city.

l their prosperity.

to Golgotha, back from Golgotha, to
the mausoleum in the rock, back down
over the precipices of perdition until he
walked amid the caverns of the eter-
nal captives and drank of the wine of
the wraths of the Almighty God, amid
the Ahabs, and the Jezebels, and the
Belshazzars. Oh, men of the pulpit
and men of ¢he pew, Christ’s descent
from heaven to earth does riot measure
half the distance! It was from glory
to perdition. He descended into hell.
All the records of earthly retreat are
as nothing comparesd with this falling
back.

But let not the powers cf darkness
rejoice quite so soon. Do you hear that
disturbance in the tomb of Arimathea?
I hear the sheet rending! What means
that stone hurled down the side of the
hill? Who is this coming out? Push
him back! The dead must not stalk in
this open sunlight. Oh, it is our Joshua.
Let him come out. He comes forth
e takes the
spear of the Roman guard and points
that way. Church militant marches up
on one side, and the church triumphant
marches down on the other side. And
the powers of darkness being caught
between these ranks of celestial and
terrestrial vator nothing is left of them
save just enough to illustrate the dire-
ful overthrow of hell and our Josh-
ua's eternal victory. On his head be
all the crowns. In his hands be all the
scepters. At his feet be all the human
hearts; and here, Lord, is one of them.

Lesson the second: The triumph of
the. wicked is short. Did you ever see
an army in a panic? There i8 nothing
so uncontrollable. If you stood at Long
bridge, Washington, during the opening
of our sad civil war, you would know
what it is to see an army run. And
when those men of Ai looked out and
saw those men of Joshua in a stampede
they expected easy work. But their
exhilaration was brief, for the tide of
battle turned, and these quondam con-
querors left their miserable carcasses
in the wilderness of Bethaven. So-it
always is. The triumph of the wicked
is short. You make $20,000 at the gam-
ing table. Do you expect to keep it?
You will die in the poorhouse. You
made a fortune by iniquitous traffic.
Do you expect to keep it? Your money
will scatter, or it will stay long enough
to curse your children after you are
dead. Call over the roll of bad men
who prospered and see how short was
For awhile, like the
men of Ai, they went from conquest
to conquest, but after awhile disaster
rolled back upon them, and they were
divided into three. parts. Misfortune
toolk their property, the grave took
their body and the lost world took their
soul.

Lesson the third: How much may
be accomplished by lying in ambush
for opportunities. Are you hypercrit-
ical of Joshua's manceuver? Do you
say that it was cheating for him to
take that city by ambuscade? I an-
swer, if the war was right, then Josh-
ua was right in his stratagem. He vio-
lated no flag of truce. He broke no
treaty, but oy a lawful ambuscade
captured the city of Al. Oh, that we
all knew how to lie it ambush for op-
portunities tb serve God. The best of
our opporiunities do not lie on the sur-
face, but are sccreted. By tact, by
stratagem, by Christian ambuscade,
you may take almest any casile of sian
for C'hrist. Come up toward men with
a regular besiegement of argument and
you will be defeated, but just wait un-
til the door of their hearts is set ajar,
or they are off their guard, or their se-
vere caution is away rrom home, and
then drop in on them from a Christian
ambuscade.

Oh, make a flank movement!
a march on theé devil!
into heaven! A §J treatise that will

Steal
Cheat that man

What a scene |
in ambush |

i3 such a |
d Joshua's :
falling back was the first chapter in !

were !
with |
greater fury than the men of Ai upon !

Run for |
Fall back from |

. uel.
were |

a more marked illustra-'|

|

stand all the laws of homiletics may
rail to do that which a penny tract of
Christian entreaty may accomplish.
Oh, for more Christians in ambuscade
—not lying in idleness, but waiting for
| a qulck spring, waiting until just the
right time comes! Do not rub a man’'s
disposition the wrong way; do not take

the imperative mood when the sub=
junctive mood will do just as well; do
not talk in perfervid style to a phieg-

matic nor try to tickle a torrid tem-
{ peranent with an icicle. You can take
any man for Christ if you know how
to gt at him.

Lesson the fourth: 'The importance
of taking good aim. There is Joshua,
but how are those people in ambush
up yonder to know when they are to
drop on the city, and how are thesz
men around Joshua to know when they
are to stop their tlight and advance”
There must be some signal—a signal
to stop the one division and to start
the eother. Joshua, with a spear on
which were ordinarily hung the colors
of battle, points toward the city. He
stands in such a conspicuous position
and there is so much of the morning
light dripping from that spear tip, that
‘all around the horizon they see it. It
! was as much as to say: *“There is the
{ city. Take it!”

God knows and we know that a
| great deal of Christian attack amounts
to nothing becauvse we do not take goold
aim. Nobody knows and we do not
know ourselves which point we want to
take when we ought to make up oar
minds what Cod will have us do and
point our &pcar in that dir22ti)n .ad
then hurl our body, mind, soul, time,
eternity at that cne target. In our pul-

t | pits and pews and Sunday schools and

| brayer meetings we want to get a rep-
utation for saying pretty things, and
S0 we point our spear toward the flow-
ers, or we want a reputation for say-
ing sublime things, and we point our
spear toward the sky, or we want to
get a reputation for historical knowl-
edge, and we point our spear toward
the past, or we want to get a reputa-
tion for great liberality, so we swing
our spear all around, while there is the
old world, proud, rebellious and armed
against all righteousness, and instead
of running any farther away from its
pursuit we ought to turn around, plant
our foot in the strength of the eternal
God. lift the old cross and point it in
the direction of the world’'s conquest till
the redeemed of earth, marching up
from one side and the gloriticd of heav-
en marching down from the other side.
the last battlement of sin is compelled
to swing out the sireamers of Eman-
O, church of God, take aim and
conquer!

I have heard it said, Look out for a
man who has only one idea: he is ir-

Istible. I say look out for the man
who has one idea, and that a deter-
mination for soul gaving._I believe God
would strike me dead if f?]:\rr—d to point
the spear in any other direction. O,
for some of the courage and enthusiasm
of Joshua! He, flung twe armies from
the tip of that spear. Tt is sinful for
us Lo deal Giuess il s 0 gel suvuged

muscle and fresher brain and purer
heart for God's work. I feel un my
head the hands of Christ in a new or-
dination. Do you not fee! the same om-
nipotent pressure? 'There is a work
for all of us. Oh, that we might stand
up side by side and point the speazi
toward the city! It ought Lo be taken.
it will be taken.

It is comparatively easy to keap on
a parade arhid a shower of bouquets
and hand clappings and the whole
street full of enthusiastic auzzas, kut
it is not so easy to stand up in the day
of battle, the face bhlackened with
smoke, the uniform covered with the
earth plowed up by whizzing bullets
and bursting shells, half the regiment
cut to pieces, and yet the commander
crying “‘Forward, march!” Then it re-
quires old-fashioned valor. My friends,
the great trouble of the kingdom of
God in this day is the cowards. They
do splendidly on a parade day and at
communion, when they have ¢n their
best clothes of Christian profession, but
in the great battle of life, at the first
sharpshooting of skepticism, they
dodge, they fall back, they break ranks.
We confront the enemy, we open the
battle against fraud, and, lo, we find
on our side a great many people that
do not try to pay their debts. And we
open the battle against intemperance,
and we find on our own side a great
many people who drink too much. And
we epen the battle against profanity,
and we find on cur side ~ ereat many
men who make hard speeches. And we
open the battle against infidelity, and,
lo, we find on our own side a great
many men who are not quite sure about
the book of Jonah. And while we
ought to be massing our troops and
bringing forth more than the united
courage of Austerlitz and Waterloo and
Gettysburg we have to be spending our
time in hunting up ambuscades. There
are a great many in the Lord’s jarmy
who would like to go out on a campaign
with satin slippers and holding um-
brellas over their heads to keep off the
heavy dew and having rations of can-
vasback ducks and lemon custards. If
they cannot have them, they want to
¥0 home. They. think it is unhealthy
amorg so many bullets!

I believe that the next year will be
the most stupendous year that heaven
ever saw. The nations are quaking
now with the coming of God. It will
be a year of successes for the men of
Joshua, but of doom for the men of Ai.
You, put your ear to the rail track, and
yoil hear the train coming miles away.
So I put my ear to the ground, and I
hear the thundering on of the lightning
train of God’s mercies and judgments.
The mercy of God is first to be tried
upon this nation. It will be preached
in the pulpits. Year of mercies and of
judgments; year of invitation and of
warning; year of jubilee and of woe.
Which side are you going to be on—
with the men of Ai or the men of Josh-
ua? Pass over this Sabbath into the
+anks of Israel. I would clap my hands
at the joy of your coming. You will
have a poor. chance for this world and
the world to come without Jesus. You
cannot stand what is to come upon
you and upon the worid unless you
have the pardon and the comfort and
help of Christ. Come over! ©n this
side are your iiappiness and safety; on
the other side are disquietude anrd de-
spair. 1iternal defeat to the men of
Ai! Eternal victory to the men of
voshus.

PRESERVING BEAUTY.

How W omen My Help in Retaining
Youth’s Charms.

Some philosopher has said: Women
are like flowers; at bes they blcom
and fade quickly. There Is no present.
They were yesieraay blossoms; to-
morrocw tvhey will be withered stems,
unless they keep well beaien the path
t0 the fountain of youth. Yet we
read of Diana Dz Poitiers, the reign-
ing beauty at the courts of three
successive kings of France. One who
knew her weil said of Ler: * At 60
years of age she was as charming,
as fresh and as lovely as any lady of
30.” We do no: know by what subtle
chem:siry she preserved her beauty,
bui when she digd at the age of 67
she had mo rivai among ihe younger
beauties of her time. It was the age
of cosmeiics, therefore we may be
sure that she employed  the art pre-
servative ilo its fullest extent, since
she never grew old. Eilen Terry and
Sarah Bernhard:i, two of the great-
est living artists on the dramatic
siage, are both charmingly young
and agile, and both are grandmthers
and have been for some years. Thess
women ihorough.y under nd how by
the best natural process and the alds
of cosmetic art they can retain not
only the semblance of youth, but
youth itself. “It is charm,” Miss Terry
sald in a recent interview. Ah, yes.
But how i3 that charm senled ¢ One
can easily under3tand that it is by
making a comnsiant levy on all the
forces and traditions ol beauty.

While the employment of oils and
unguents has taken ﬂx"nlnce of the
steamer in the speciatdgt’s treatment,
there are pgany who find an occasicnal
steaming of the skin a great benefit
to the face, especially where the color
is bad, the texture coarse, and pim-
ples or blackheads appear. Scrubbing
the face with-a gcod complexion brush
and a suds of hygienic sonp almost
answers the same purpose, but a face-
steaming, followed by a light massage
with a good face cream, will show for
itself vaiuable results. The ease with
which one can do the work at home
commends the method. Take a face
tub of boiling water and throw a
Turkish towel over your head, as you
lean over the steam, as that is porous,
and lets the air through. Ten minutes
is long enough for the steaming pro-
cess, and when that is over and the
moist cuticle is puffed up and tender
lay on a cloth dipped in ice-cold water
for a moment to harden the flesh and
tl:en massage gently all the little
crow’s feet, wrinkles ‘and lines or pin-
head spots, as they will stand out in
rilief after the treatment. If your
skin is oily feed it with skin food after
it is steamed. If dry use. the same
method. For the oirin the skin is out
of its proper place, and will retreat
before the action of the cold cream.

ITot milk and water are used by
many in preference to pure water,
milk being considered a tonic when
wed as a cosmetic, making the skin
white and fine. T wounld not advise
daily or nightly use of the face-steam-
ing bath, nor even as frequently as
once n week. Twice every month
hould be quite often enough, with
imniedinte treatment of massage and
plenty of open-air exercise. Please
remember that living in a hot room all
day in a dry, lifeless atmosphere,-is
the worst test to wiich one's com-
plexion ean be subjected.

Prof. Iiw;l.:)fvt,lrl?;llxilirtml States De-
partment of Agricuiture, calculates

that one spreies of sparrow (the tree |

sparrow) cestrors 875 tons of nox
weed seeds in seven months in
alone. .
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cho world for his genius unmoved, but
when

Le has hooked: a

you admire the string of fish ;
ne will flnsh with pride and pleasure |

|SUNDAY SCHOOL

INTERNATIONAL LESSON NO. V.
: APRIL 29, 1900.

Jesus and John the Baptist..—Luke7; 18:28,

Supt.—What is :the Golden Text?
School.—He hath . done a.l things
well. Mark wvii. 37.

‘What is the Central Truth? Jesus
can settle all doubts concerning Him~
self. N )

‘What is the Topic ¢ Jesus encourag-
ing and commending John the Baptist

‘What is the Outline? 1st, John’s
message to Christ., 2nd. Christ’s mes-
sage to John. 3rd. Christ’s testimony
of John., . &

When was the Time ? July, or Aug-
ust, A, D. 28. )

'Where was the Place § Somewhere in
Galilee, perhaps at, or near, Naiu.

Who were the Persons? Jesus. Lhe
disciples of John. The peop.e.

What is the Paral.el Account?
Mait. xi. 2-14.

Commentary.—On the next day af-
ter healing the centurion’s servant He
led His discip.es souihward to Nain,
where He raisel to iife the widow's
son, who was about to be buried. Pro-
bably at the same time and piace He
received the messengers from Johvu
the Baptist, and unswered John's
quesiions. !

18. Disciples of John showed Him—
John was confined in prison in the
fortress of Machaerus, on the south-
ern border of Peraea. His confinement
was not of the closest kind, as his
disciples were allowad interviews with
him. Of all these things—The mir-
acies which Jesus had performed, ;mgl,
perhaps, an account ¢! some of His
pubiic discourses.

1¢. ‘Art thou He that should come?
—Some suppose that John sent this
message for his own information, oth-
ers think that his purpose was to con-
firm the faith of Lis aisciples in Jesus
as the Messinh, while all agree that
John was anxious to have Him declare
openly, HIs Messiaship. Or look we for
another—John had confidence in  the
integrity of Jesus, and believed that
if He, after all, were only a fore-
runner like himself, He would say so
plainly. .

20. The men were come unto him—
These disciples of John needed encour-
agement. It was a severe test to
them to see John in prison so long.

24, In that hour he cured inany
—They find Jesus in the midst of His
miraculous activity. Some suppose
that these disciples only remum‘ed
with Jesus one year. And of evil spir-
its—In the account of the sick here
healed. Luke, the physiclan, distin-
guishes the demoniancs from naturally
sick persons.—Lange.

22, Go your way and tell John —
Jesus kept them long enough toshow
them the remarkable cures which He
was performing. Christ would have
men judge of Him -and of others, by
their works. This is the only h{lr(‘
way of judging. The blind see—In 1}114
reply Jesus combined thie highest wis-
dom with the highest power: He ap-
pealed to His works, by whir‘h_ John
could not fail to recognize Him as
the Messiah.—Lange. The dead are
raised. They probably witnessed't'ho
raising of the widow’s son at Nain.
To the poor the gospel is preached—
This is the crowning prooi of His
Messiaship. *“The preaching of the
gospel to the poor Is the highest sig-
nature for the divinity of the gos-
pel.” The greatest merey and the
greatest miracle of all.

23. Shall not be offended in me—
Christ's education at Nazareth>-His
residence in Galilee, the humble life
his family and relation, his poverty,
and the lowliness of his foilowers—
these ‘and the like were stumbling
blocks to many ; he is blessed that is
not overcome by these things.—
Henry. See 1 Pet. il. 7, 8.

24, He began to speak unto the
people—In answer to their thoughts
and secret questionings. They
might imagine from John’s message
that the Baptist wavered in his faith,
and that his impriscnment had shaken
Lis constancy. What went yeout....
for to see—This is a reference to
John's early ministry, when the whole
country went to hear and see him.
Matt. iii. 3. A reed shaken with the
wind—The reed of Palestine is a very
tall cane, growing twelve feet high,
with a magnificent blossom at the
top. and so tender and yielding that
it will lie perfectly flat under a gust
of wind, and immediately resume its
upright position.—Tristram.

25. A man clothad in soft raiment—
A second excelléncy of John was his
sober, self-sacrificing life. Gorgeous
raiment was the mark of errm_nilmte
persons ; John was clothed with a
camel's-hair garment. *A preacherof
the gospel should have nothing about
him that savors of worldly pomp; he
is greatly mistaken who ‘thinks to
prevail on the world to hear him,
and to receive the truth, when. ne
conforms himsell to worldly fashions
and customs.” Ara in king's courts
—P you desire to sce gorgeous apparel
and delicate living, go to Herod’s pal-
ace.

26. Much more than a prophet—1.
Because he was himself the object of
prophecy. 2. Because he pointed out
the Messiah, whom others foretold,
and saw him whom kings and pro-
phets desired to see. 3. e was fore-
runner as well as prophet. It was his
mission, not meraly to foretell the
coming of the Lord, but to prepare
the people to receive Him.—Abboit.

27. Of whom it is written—In Mal.
ili. 1.—An allusion to one who want
before a king to réemove all obstacles
out of the way and prepare for his
coming. (Se> third lesson of first
quarter.) John was the instrument in
the Lord’s hands of preparing the
hearts of the people to receive Jesus.

28. Not a greater—Se2 on verse 26,
“No oune in any ag2 has been superior
to Joha in greatness of soul, in self-
denial, in - disinterested and heroical
devotadness to the service of God and
to the interests of the kingdom of
(God.”—Morisor. He that is least in
the Kingdom of God—By the King-
dom of God is meant the fullness of
the blessings of the gospal of peace,
which w not  known till  after
Christ had besn ecrucified, and had
risen from the dead. Now the Jeast
in this Kingdom who preaches a crucl-
fied, risen and glorified Saviour, Is
egreater than John, who was not per-
mitted to live to s2e the fullness of
gospel grace.—Clarke.

Teach)ings—What Christ does shows
who He is. There arel times when the
best an’l most devoted men nreed cn-
couragement : Jesus is always veady
to give it. . The provide s of God
rometimes seem severe, but Gol knows
best, and it becomes us to say, Thy
will bs done, ptever they: may be.
The Lord will qﬁuse all things to work

{ having

?}ll? for the good of His people. Rom.
vill. 28.
PRACTICAL SURVEY.
Two persopages of great promin-
ence are before us—Jesus and John the

Baptist. Two messages and a testi-|

i

mony are the subjects for refl
John’s message to Jesus excites won-
derment and inquiry. John sent, to
Jesus, saying: “Art Thou He ‘that
should come ? or look we for another?”
V. 19. Surely “He that should come”
must be the coming One, the Messiah,
of whom Jehn was the forerunner. But
why such an embassy, and why such
an inquiry ? -Had not Jesus already
been recognized by him as the one
who should “‘baptize with the Holy
Ghost and with fire?” as “the Lamb
of God?” We must look at His sur-
roundings and condition for the true
expianation.

Jesus’ answer to tne embassy. “In
that same hour he cured many of
their infirmities and plagues, and of
evil spirits ; and unto many that were
blindl He gave/sight.” Now, says the
Saviour, *Ge Four way and tell John
what things ye have seen and heard.”
The truths heard and the miracles
seen are included among the evidences
of Christ’s divifth character and mis-
slon. They were to carry the testi-
mony of their own observations.

Christ’s testimony concerning John.
“And when the messengers of John
were departed He began to speak
unto the people concerning John.” v.
tion of John’s disciples by an appeal
to their own senses. He now replies
to the thoughts of the multitude
concerning John. He reminds them
of what John was. They might have
imagined from John’s message that
he wavered in his faith ,or that his
imprisonment had shaken his con-
stancy. “Jesus teaches them that
John was not an inconsistent and
vascillating mau, but a man of in-
flexible resolution and invineible
courage.”

Thoughts.—“The proof of Christ-
lanity is its beneficent elfects on the
world, and especially to the poor and
sick. Note the wonderful privileges
of the Christian; He stands to-day
upon the top of all the fathers have
built. The gospel is presented in dif-
ferent ways and different aspects,
to attract all classes of people and
meet all Kinds of meeds; but those
who are determined not to serve
God will find fault, no matter which
way it is presented.”

WOR GRIDE 1N LOTTERY,

But Klose Drew a Blank In-
stead of a Prize,

DESERTED HIM THREE TIMES,

Max Klose, a middle aged man,
keeps a farniture store on ‘the corner
of Newark street and Park avenue,
Hobx He asked the local police
Yasterday to Lkeep his young wife
from visiting his home. He says she
has deserted him at least three times
si they were marcied, six weeks
age
Mrs. Klose never loved her husband.
She admits this uncongenial condition
of things. Sh2 unhesitatingly asserts
that ber marritge with Max wasa
business affair, as she believed she
would have a comfortable home and
an easy life for many years to come.

That marriage: is a lottery was
practically demonstrated in Mrs.
Klose's case. She was won by a game
of chance,

She boarded, before she changed her
name, with a Mrs. Sievers,on Second
street, Hoboken. In the same house
resided a young man .named Harry
Vogart. He fell in love with Bertha.
This waw the Christian name of the
Young and pretty Jewess. She
partly reciprocated his affection.
Buriness brought Klose to the Sec-
ond street house, and he féll in love
with Bertha and lost no time in tell-
ing her so. He next told her that
he wished to make her his wife.

A MATTER OF BUSINESS.

The girl hesitated, but the landlady.
who was a business woman, told
Bertha to accept the offer. She
agread, but a protest was lodged
against the proposed compact by Vo-
gart, who said that he had a prior
claim on the girl’'s affections. Bertha
was undecided how to act, and, see-
ing her hesitancy, Vogart exclaimed :
“Let’s draw lots for her.”

Klos> didn’t like the idea, but  the
Younger lover was positive and de-
mounstrative. Two straws were pro-
cured and cut into different lengths.
Bertha held the straws and Vogart
had first pull. He drew the shorter
straw, and Klose smiled and got

r to his intended bride.

“That draw wasn't fair!” protesi-
ed the younger man. “Bertha shou!d
rot have held the straws. Let Mrs.
Sievers hold them.”

This was agre>d upon after a vig-
crous ki from Klose. Again Vogart
lost. The furaiture dealer hurried
Bertha to the office of Justige of the
Peace Gaescke, at Newark and Clin-
ton streats, and in express time the
knot was tiec

LIKED BREAKFAST IN BED.

Trouble began a week later, when
Bertha refused to get up in the morn-
ings and breakfast with her Jord and
master. She preferred having her
breakfast in bed. This was too much
for Max, and he said rude things to
his bride of a week, and she left the
house for three days. Twice again
this was repeated, and the fourth
time was too much for the husband.
He called upon the police to help
him, as related. Klose was advised by
the sergeant in charge of the desk to
apnly. to the Court of Chancery for
redress.—N. Y. Telegraph.

DEATH INTERVENED.

Ephraim Convay, Sentenced for Man-
slaughter, Released to Die.

Paris, Ont., April 20.—Ephraim Con-
vay diad at his rzsidence, Princet~n,
last evening, aged 77. He was. con-
victed of the manslaughter of George
Frost at the Woodstork assizes. on
September 3, 1807, and sentenced to
five vears. He was released last spring
and sent home to die.

Convay killel a Barnardo boy, em-
ployed on the larm at Princeton. The

{ lad had repeatedly anunoyed him, and

ora day when the pair were working
in the barn the old man drew a pistol
aud shot his tormentor dead. Much
sympathy was felt for the aged man
at the time of his trial, the erime
be=n com:nitted ‘under great

provocation. .

There are artesian ideas and emo-
tions in us all, lacking only the pro-
per machinery to bring gliem to the
surface.~H. A. Kenda y

l Market Reports
,  —OPF-—
The Week.

Leading Wheat Markets.

Following are the c¢losi at E

important wheat centres ]

0TL
07 1-2
Detroit, whit, 0%“
troit, white .. .o «« D713-4
D.;Imth.' No.1 . "
orthern .. . ,. 066 3-8
Duluth, No. I ' | ™
hard .. + 06838
Minneapolis No. 1
Northern .. .. .. .a 0661-4 00641-§
Minreapolis No. 1
hard 0651-4 0657-8
Toronto Farmers’ Market.
Wheat steady; 150 bushels sold as
{;())l(l:ows: White, 70 to 71c; goose at

sre wes ese ed wee

Barley—One load sold at 45c.

Oats easler; 300 bushels sold
32 1-2c. .

Hay—One load sold at $11 per ton.

Straw—Two loads sold at $8 to $9
per ton.

Dressed Hogs—Prices easy, at $7 to
$7.25 per cwt.

Wheat—Two hundred bushels of
white fall wheat sold steady at 70c
to 7lc and one hundred bushels of
goose lc firmer at 74c to 74 1-2c¢.-

at

Oats—One hundred bushels sold I’ﬁ, -

at 33c.

Hay and straw—Twenty loads of hay
&cld unchanged at $11 to $12 a 1on
and one load of straw at $9. ' «»
_Market for other farm products was
light and prices unchanged.

Seeds.

In Chicago . to-day timothy seed
closed unchanged at $2.40 nominal for
April and clover steady at $7.75 nom-
inal for April, all per 100 lbs. En To-
ledo old prime clover closed 10c lower
at $4.85 and April steady at $5.16
per bushel. ,

Dominion Trade Returns.

Ottawa, April 20.—The exports for
the month of March show an increase
of nearly $2.000,000, and imports
an increase of over $2,000,000.

Bradstreets®” on Trade.

The Easter holidays interrupted
business this weck at Montreal, but
the first hall of the week showed a
fair movement in wholesale depart-
ments, The outlook for business
loter in the month is encouraging.
Tlere have been comparatively few:
failures so far this month. The local
mills are very busy.

Business at London continues fair.
The Easter business has been good.
Remittances are fair.

Trade at the Coast is improving a
little. ‘The settlement of the labor
troubles at Rossland has had a stimu-
lating effect on business. The con-
ditions of business generally arg
healthy, and the cutiook is promis-
ing. Building operations at Van-
couver are active and labor is wel em-
ployed. At the moment collections
are glow. Spring salmon have been
running freely. 55

At  Hamilton °‘trade reports are
very satisfactory. ‘fravellers’ orders
up to the holiday were on a liberal
scale. The shipments of goods continue
large, the Ambitious City being quite
an important distributing point. Val-
ues continue firm.

At Winnipeg this week there has
been quite a free movement in goodg
for, the spring and summer trade.
The retaii trade has been particular-
ly brisk. The orders from travellers
in the west are encouraging.

At Toronto there has been a mod-
erately active trade done this week.
Business was interfered with by the
travellers returning home before the
close of the week for the Easter holi-
days. Values of all staple goods con-
tinue very firm.

NOTES.

The warm spring weather this
week has caused a better demand
for spring goods.

The market for wools is lower. Lo-
cal dealers are now bidding only 15¢
to 17c¢ per pound for Ontario fleece
wool. This decline is owing to the
fact--that wools which correspond in
merchantable value to those produced
ed in Ontario can be bought in the
British markets for 8%d.

There has been a sharp decline in
the price of eggs the past week.

\

nearly 50 per cent. One reason .Qf ~e-ev...

the sudden drop in the price wag
that large quantities were held back
for the Easter trade and then rush-
ed into the markets which became
glutted with stocks.

According to R. G. Pun & Co. busi-
ness failures in Canada the past week
totalled 17 against 36 the preced-
ing week, and 22 the corresponding
week of 1899. By Provinces they,
were : Ontario 6, Quebec 4, Nova
Scotia and Manitoba 1 each, and
Eritish Columbia 5.

ATTACKED BY CROWS.

Remarkable Adventure of a Farmer
Near Kalamazoo.

Kalamazoo, Mich.,, April 20.—Lem-
uel Hinds, a farmer, living four miles
west of here, was attacked by a large
flock of crows while at work inm the
field yesterday and palnfully injured.
Hinds was distributing fertilizer when
a great swarm of crows settled
around him. There must have been at
least a thousand in the flock, He at-
tempted to drive them away, but in-
steas1 of being frightened they vicious-
ly attacked him. He beat them off as
best he could with a pitchfork, killing
quite a number, but they continued to
peck his face and neck. His cries for

help Drought his wife and two boys, *

with a shotgun. Several shots wers
fired into the flock, and they. flew.
away with loud cries. Twenty-pight
dead crows and a dozen maimed birds
were picked up on the ground after
the battle. Mr. Hinds’ injuries are
quite severe. The crows are thought
to be part of the immensa flock now
camping in the western outskirts of
the city. '

Give the Baby Water to Drink.

It is a mistake to supposd because
milk is a liquid food. it is, at the same
time a: drink ‘which is capable of sat-
isfying the thirst "of infants. Al-
though milk appeases hunger, it makes
thirst more intense after it has re-
mained some time in the stomach axd
digestion of it has begun.. It 'is thirst
which causes healthy breas“nourishe:)
infants to ery for long periods of time
in many instances. The child would be
benefited in a great many, ways if al
lowed an oceasional drink of water.
Medical Classing,® gl By

TP




