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Hon., LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION bad been
in favour of doing sway with imprisopment for debt,
by way of testing ihe principle on & small scale
bed had s clsise inserted, & fow .years ago, in
Small Debt Act, preventing imprisonment for debta
under £10. This amendmeént did not, however,
appear to work satisfacterily, for during the next
session of the Assembly, petitions were presented
inst it, signed, not by the merchants, but by the
{ors themselves. - The hon. Committee could easily
ge¢ the reason. A large class of people in the com-
munity obiained credit with the merchant upou their
personis; bo kuowing that if they failed o pay he had
the power of imprisouing them, and that they dreaded
imprisonment, When, therefors, ihat power was
taken from him, he felt that he coald only depend
upon the honesty of the debtor, sud was unwilling to
eredit so freely 2& before. Many persons could not
then obtain goods upon credit, and they thevefore
preseuted peiitions praying for the privilege of being
again locked up, He feared {hat ihe principle advo-
eated by the Lon. member for Boliast would workina
similar manner. Debiors would give bills of sale of
“their property, in order to take the bemefit of the
limits, and every one ascquainted with the matter knew
that it was sometimes almost imspossible to break such
bills of sale. . S .

"My. BRECKEN knew that in many eases the dread
of arrest would make men pay their debts, Insoeveral
instances persons bad assured him that they were
utterly unable to pay claims which ke had against
them, but as scon as & writ bad been issued they in
some way obtained the money. He theught the sug-
gestion of the hon. member,~—if he were really serious
i it,~—would, if adopted, almost entirely do away
with the credit system, for the merchants would then
kuow that they must depend upon a persou’s coming
forward voluntarily aud paying his debts. The poor
people, a8 well as the merchants, would suffer, for
moet mien would not be able to obtain the articles
they might require without paying for them af the
time.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN was glad that the quesiion of
having a Bankrupt Law io this Island had come up
for discassion, as it was & mosi Imporiant question,
and one in which it was desirabis to obtain corvect
information. ¥e knew that in the other Provinces
thers was much difference of opinion on the maiter,
and it would be the duty of the bhon. House to con-
sider whether we had arvived at thal stage, at which
2 Bankrupt Law would be of benefit. In Canads
there had been much opposition to such a Law, but
he believed he was correct in siating that there was
one af present in foree in that Colony. Everyone musi
scknowledge that when misforinns overtook a man,
-pot from any frand on his own part, but from cir-
cums{ances beyond his eontrol,~—it was hard ihat he
shonld be imprisoned, or, if at liberty, be compelled
$0 do business for the rest of his life in another’s name,
withont any prospect of ever ridding himself of his
former debts.  The best man was liable to misfortune
or loss from a change in the markets and various other
canses. He might have hig property consumed by
fire, and thongh insured the insurance might not be
paid, and thus he would be made a poor man in one
hour, with perbaps a fomily depending npon him for
suppert. Under our prezent law poor he would have
1o remain fo the end of his days, for no one would
give him credit. If he asked for it he would be told
“no, we cannot credit you for you owe Mr. —— and
he can ab any time seizs any properiy you may pos-
sess.” He (Mr, Howlan) knew a gentleman who had
gpent all his early life in opening up the resonrces of
this Island, but, becoming unfortunate in his trade
trensactions, and meeting with heavy losses, he was
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to 'db‘j*bxiiinm upon suifrancs. Looking
ts he thought that he time had wrrived for
the Lagislaiore w take the matter of & Bankrupt Law

s  Was gf&d that it
bad been brought up, for if not setfled this Session’it
might be next. He would be ready o suppo¥l suy
bon. mewmber in introducing such s Law. i

Houn. Mr. LAIRDMuite agreed with the hon. men-
ber from Tigoish vegarding the hardship which honest
though unfortunale men were compelled to sufler
under the existing laws. If a bill providing for &
Bankrupt Court wers bmugﬁvfnrward by members
on either side of the House guld be ready o give
it his support. Respecting the petitions for sirikin
the amended clause vut of the small debt Act, whic
had been alluded 1o by the hon. Leader of the O;ixposk
tion, hie was of opinion that very many who signed
them did so without considering the matier. It was
well known that there was & very large class in the
community who would sign almost sny petition which
was presented to them, giving scarce a thought to the
object, and this was perhaps the case with the peti-
tions referred to. He believed that, had the clanse not
been vepesnled, good resulis would eveniually have
come from it. He was willing o ges a Baukrugé Law
in force here, and considered that its introduction
would show that the Legislature were inierested in
the welfare of the Island. v

- Houn. ATTORNEY GENERAL could corroborate
what the hon. Leader of the Opposition had stated ve--
garﬁiug the clause which had besn inserted in the small

ebt Act, Bo many numeérously signed pefitions wers
presented agaiust that clause that it was struck oui. Hs
would be in favor of introducing & properly framed
Bankrupt Law, and as it would perhaps be impossible -
to bring in & Bill this session, he would be willing to
{erm oue of & commitiee to prepare a draft that might
be submitted at the next meeting of the Legislature,

Hon. Myr. KELLY said that the peiitions against
ihe amendment to the small debt Act had,he believed,
been got up by the flour dealers and others in Char~
lottetown, who had induced geopla to sign by per-
suading them that trade would be completely broken
up if the Act s amended remained in foree. He would
be willing to exiend the Jail limits to the County if
any alteration were to be made in the Bill before the
Commitiee. g

Mr. KICKHAM observed ihat if tho limits were
exiended to the bounds of the County even, it would
be productive of much injury {o the merchants. A4
dishonest man could then purchase goods, and by
making his property over to his ﬁ‘ienga and taking
the limits could prevent his creditor from collecting
fils just debt. Ee would therefors support those gen-
tlemen who were disposed to allow the law to remain
as ab present. : ‘

Mr. BRECKEN agreed with what the hon. member
from Tignish (Mr. Howlan) had said regarding the

injustice of compelling an honest though unfortunaie

man to spend his whole life with an incuobas of delit
pressing him down, The fisining of bankrupt laws
was however one of the most difficulf things in Legis-
Iation. In Britain Lerd Brougham: haf iaken the
matter in hand, and after him Lord Westmorland,
till finally their Bankrupt Law was considered per-
fect, Butit was now found not to work satisfacterily.
In New Branewick they had had seversl such laws,
but they werve repealed in turn, and in 1852 there was
none in force in that Province. This wae also the
ease be believed at present. They found the Acts so
diffienls fo carry ount that they were compalled to ve-
peal them. 1f a properly framed Bill were brought in

ghe; wouid be willing to support it, bat he thought that



