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non. LEADEROFTU T h lOPPOStiONO b ee now le to & isuneu pnsufuace. Iok
i avour of doing sway with imprionment for dt, at these acta el thought t e ha ûved for

y way o in the prlcip on a allea th isare ta ttmatter et a Bankrupt Law
S a clase Inserted, a few years ao, i thisto l Ws seriouscousideratona a d tha I

ail uDbt Act, prnvenths Imprisonumt for dt d becs brogi up, for If not stled Lb sä W L
ne £10. This amendment did tut, however, gmlit be next. lie would bready te s#pptL any

appear to work satisfactrily, for during the next hon. member lu introdheiug seh a Law.
sesÎion of the Assembly7 petitions were prescuted

tg i ts e o temrhnsbRb h on. Mr. L A11&suite agreed with the* hou. MmagintL, sîgtîtd,.ut ty tht eruhauls, buibth
torsz themelvek Th.e hoi. Committee could easily er fr Tignxise regrdng dhc hardsblp which hou t

see the reason. À large cia of peuple lt te com- though iunfortunale en wre compeled to aufer
muulty chbai credit wits tise merchaut upon theiriunder the eiistiag lawa. If a bil providiug for a
-erons• le knxowing that if they failetd t pay he had! Bankrpt Cogn wer brung forward by members
tise porer c impisoning them, and that thxey dreaded ou either sideof tthe Hoyse b ud be ready to give
imprisounment. When, tberefore, that power was I is support Respectm the petiticns for strikîn
takuen fron it, ho felt that he could culy depedh ntthe aucîxcci lwcOut he tise small debt Act, wh ile
upon thse hl ty cf lte debtor, aud was unwillig lo head bte. alluded to by the han. Leader of the Opposi-
credit so freely as before. Many persos couldt nut ton, he twas Of opimion that tery maUy who siged
then obtanl guods upon credit, anlisthey therefore 1them did ao without conîsidering the matter. It wu
prented petitions prayinîg fox lte privilege cf being well knouwn that there was a very large clas; in the

aitn leked up, e feaead that the principle advo- ccmuuity whto tud sign almust ay petition which
cated by te hon. member for Belfast would work ln a wa presented to them. givig acarce a thought to the
similar manner. Debtors would give bills of sale of Object, and this was perhaps the case wlith the petU-
their property, in order t take the best t of the lict ruferred to uHe beiedtabate clausenuL
limits, and every mee acquainted with the matter knew beeu repealed, goud resula would e tly hao
that It was sometimes altct isposaiblu to break such come from t. He was wlihng to see a Bankrup Law
bluil of sale. in force here, and conidered that its ntroduction

Mr. BRECKEN knew that in uman case the drcad
of arrest would tuake men pay their debts. lu severai
instances persons had assured hism that they were
utterly unable to pay elaims iwhicis he had against
themt, but as soon as a writ had been issued they ina
some way obtatined the money. le liougi the sug-
gestion of the hn memuber,-if he were really serlos
u it,-wuld, if adopted, ahlost entirely do away
tith thecredit syste, for the merchants iwould the»
know that ther must depeed upon a persou's couing
forward vulun'tarily aud paying bis debts. The poor
people, as well as th imerchants, would suffer, for
imout men would not be able to obtai the articlos
theyi mightt reqaire tuitisout payieg for ithea at the

Iton. Mr IOWLAN was gladithat the question of
having a Bankrupt Law i this Island had come up
for discassion, as itwas a most Important question,
and one ln which it was desirable to obtain correct
information. lie knew that in the oother Provinces
there ias much differenceof opinion on thet matter,
and it wouild be the dutyof " the hon. flouse t con-
ider whether we had arnrved nt that stage, at which

a Bankrupt Law would be of benefit. le Canada
there had beeu mach opposition to such a Law, btl
he believed he was correct in stating tha there was
une at present lin foree ie thsat Colony. ieryone ust
acknowledge that when misfortane overtook a manc
-not from any frand on lis owu part, but from cir-
cumstances beyond his coitrol,-it was hard thsat le
shoud be imprisonedl, or, if at liberty, be corpelled
to do business for the rest of his life l aniother's naine,
ithout any prospect of ever riddinxg himself o f his

trner debts. The best man was fiable to mlsfortue
or loss from a change in the markets and varlous other
causes. He might have his property consumed by
fire, and though insured the insurance migit not be
paid, nnd thus he would be made a poor mannla one
hour, with perbaps a familsy depending upon him for
support. Under our prosent law poor he would have
to remain to the end of his days, for nu one would
give him credit. If he asked! for it he would be tolid
"I noe we cannet credi you for you owe Mr. - anud
he ean at any time seize any property sou may pOs-
sess." He (Mr. Howlan) kne a gentlemxan who iad
spent all his early life i opening up the resources of
titis Island, but, becoring unfortunate in his trade
transactions, and meeting iILIt heavy losses, ue ias

woulw tt t hetS 1 LisULture wereieest i
the welfare of the Is.land

o. ORY GENtERAL ould corroborte
what the hou. Leader of the Opposition had stated re-
garding the clause wheitch od been nserte in the small
ebt Act, go0maey numerously signed petitions were

pesened as that clause that iltwas struck out. e
wotId ue n favor of introduîcing a properly framed
Batikrupt Law, and as it would perhaps bu impossible
to bring in a Bi! titis session, he would be whling to
form one of a millittee to prepare a draft that might
be submItted at the next meeting of the Legialature.

lon. Mr. KELLY said that the petiious agaînet
the amendment to the small debt Act had,he believet
been got up by the flour dealers and others in Char-
lottetown, Who had induced xeople to sign by per-
suadiug then that trade woul be completely broken
up if the Act as amended remaîned i force, le would
be vilting to extend the Jail limits to the Countyi> if
anly alteration were to be made nlu the Bill before the
Commeittee,

Mr. KICKUAM observed that if the limita were
exteiided to the bounds of the County even, it w'ould
be roduet of much ijary to the merchats. A
dishonest man could then purchase goods, and by
making lis prupert over to his frieds and takmg
the ailts could prevent bis creditor from collecttg
his just debt. He would therefore support those gen
tiemen Who were disposed to allow the law to reain
as at present.

Mr. BRECKEN agreed with what the hon. member
from Tignish (Mr. Howlaun) had said regarding the
injusties of compeliîng an honeat though ufortunate
man to spend his whole life with au incabus of debt
pressing hlm down. The fiarnlug of bankrupt laws
was however one of the most difficult thigis in Legis-
latIon. In BrItainlord Brougam lihad taken the
matter In hau, and after him Lord Westmorland,
tilt fially their Bankrupt Law was considered per-
fect. But Itiwas now foutd not towork stisfncwily.
In New Brustick they had had several such lawt,
but they wereepealed ii tarn, and in 1852 there wa
none lu force in that Province. This was elso the
case he believed at present. They fount the Acta so
difficilt to carry out that they ytere com pelled to r&-
ponthem. if a properly fiamed BI were bought in
he would be willng to support i, but be Ithought that


