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DO GRAIN CROWERS MEAN BUSINESS

Last December, there met in Brandon, the
Grain Growers" Association. or Farmers'
Parliament of Manitoha It was heyond
doubt one of the most important meelings ever
held in the provines There were present
six hundred delegates from the various hranch
associationy throughout the province. Thaose
delegates reépresented nine thousand farmers
and really voiced the sentiments of the entire
farming community of Manitoha. They were
the men who havymade thelprovinee, and the
men who today are-pfoducing the wealth
which makes Manitoba what it is. They were
earnest and hard working men, who left their
work for a few days and at a sacrifice went to
Brandon to consider very serious matters
It_was not a trivial thing to meet in such a
way and deliberate over such matterdas came
before them. Those farmers knew what they
wanted “ind-4hey knew what was best in the
interests of the province. They took up a
number of exceedingly important subjects,
and, of all the subjects discussed, the elevator
question took first place. They decided with
one voice that they wanted public elevators,
and they wanted them under the control of a
éommission that would be absglutely indepen
dent of political influence. =

They also considered the question of Direct
Legislation,  including the principles of the
Initiative, the Referendum and the Recall
Those six hundred farmers representing the
intelligence and wealth of Manitoba dealt
with those two grest subjects of elevators
under an independent commission and Direct
Legislation upon their merits and without
the slightest thought of entering into the realm
of party politics. They knew that what
they dsked for was right and in the interest
of all good citizens. Were those farmers in
earnest’ Did they mean business? We do
not think that any one could doubt it'es-
pecially any one who was present at the
Brandon Convention. Since the convention
moge than one hundred local branches have
endorsed the principle of an independent
Commission, and a great many branchesAiave
endorspd Direct Legislation. None have op)
posed either question g

The Grain Growers in taking such action
upon these two subjects realized what they
were doing and they can have an independent
commission m charge of the elevators and also
have Direct Legislation on the statute books
of Manitoba if they want it. We believe the
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farmers of Manitoba have back-bone enough
fo stand up for what they have demanded
The only way by which the legislation which
the farmers have asked for can be secured s
by having men in the legislature of Manitoba
-h-illmryunbe-i-bnndmlk
interests of the farmers who elect them.
It will require &t least twenty-five members
of the legislature, favorable to Direct Legisla
bon and to an independent commission in
order to have these two prine iples enacted into
law. The Grain Growers all over the pros inee
have demanddd that thess two principles
hecome law nrh‘nu‘a all they need to do is to
stand by their guns and they wilhgdt it At e
preseat Lime there are two candidates nomina
ted in every conmsfiluency in the province
and the provincialvlections are to be held in
less than two weeks A splendid move would
be for the Grain Growers in each keality to
call both candidates to a poant mecting and then
and there et them give their pledge ecither
for or against the demands of the farmers
There is still pleanty of time to do this. It
s the duty of every Grain Grower who has the
courage of his convictions to see that the man
he votes for is a supporter of an ndependent
commission  and Direct Legislation. i »
candidate is not in favor then he is not &
friend of the Grain Growers and the Grain
Growers should not allow him to become a
member in the legislature. This is the stand
that the Grain Growers have taken, and we
believe that they are right. I either of the
two candidates that approach the Grain Grow
ers are in favor of an independent commission
and also of Direct Legislition, then that ean
didate is the one the Grain Growers should
support, because in no other way will they
ever have an independent
Manitoba or Direct Legislation on the statute
books. Grain  Growers of Manitoba you
know what you want and you know how to
get it. It only requires men with backbone
and the courage of their conviction to secure it
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THE GRAIN GROWERS' GRAIN COMPANY

On page 9 of this issue we publish a letter
from J. G. Moffat regarding the action of the
Geain Growers' Grain Company, and also the
reply of the company on the jubject. Since
receiving Mre. Moffatt’s letter we have received
other information which leads us to believe
that a widespread movement is afool to
damage or ruin the farmers’ company. Here
is aletter which we have received from Mr. S
M. Hayden, secretary of the Killarney Grain
Growers” Association

Tothe Editor of Tue Goioe
From the fact that the annual meeting of the Grain

Growers” Grain Company is drawing near, reports

are being cirenlated to the effect that the Grain

Growers' Grain Company are likely to misapply all

votes sent in by proxvy in the interests of & new or

American Company who have capital to hand for

the purpose of purchasing the system now operated

by the Grain Growers' Grain Company, which
reports are causing considerable anriety to share-
holders in this district Believing you to be in »
position to give us the facts in connection with this

case, | would ask you to publish them in your next

issue of Tue Grios
Signed
S M HAYDEN

In addition to these letters we also -have
reports that there is an attempt being made
by certain parties to secure as many proxies
as possible to take to the annual meeting. The
enemies of the farmers’ company have ever
been active and on the alert to deliver a blow
at it. We can assure every sharcholder of the
Farmers' company that there is absolutely
no truth in the reports that the farmers’
company is negotiating with an American
company, It is absurd on the face of it and
id being circulated by enemies of the farmers’
company in the hope of injuring that company
and thus weakening the farmers’ cause. Noth-
ing, whatever, could be done towards disposing
of the jnterests of the company to any concern
lllll"dn.\' a two-thirds vote of the shareholders
at the annual meeting. As is pointed out in
the president’s letter on page 9, the aim is
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to secure a Dominion charter and thus extend
the usfulness of the y. We know very
well that there are several interests that would
be very glad to injure the farmens’

because they want to see the farmers kept in

cheek. The Grain Growers' Grain C
is the greatest triumph of the organised
farmens’ movement in the West. It has done

more good for the Grain Growers than any
one thing they have ever accomplished.
proxies sent to the directors are all distriby
evenly among the sharcholders present se
that no one has any advantage. Al share-
holders should be very careful to whom they
entrust their proxies and see that they do not
get into the hands of someone whoe intends to
mjure the company. The sharcholders can
rest assured that the company is being con-
ducted properly and that these reports are
only one of the many attempls made to injure
the farmers’ cause
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HUDSON BAY RAILWAY DEAL

The Winnipeg Free Press on June #8nd
published the foJlowing dispatch from Ottawa:
FWhile g Dominion Government will build the

Hudson's Bay Nailway, it is more than

that it will be leased to one of the evisting rallway
Owing tothe climatic conditions the read

cannot be operated for many months of the yoar,

and the rolling stock in thet period would be idle

i the line were run by the government ieell. I

one of the ather railways operated it, this would be

overcome, and the ralling plant in the winter season,
would be wtilised cloew here.

This lends color to the rumors that the
Hudson's Bay Railway would be handed over
to Mackenzie and Mann. If this is done it
will be rank treachery on the part of the
Dominion government towards the farmers of
the West.  The talk about climatic conditions
is all bosh. Are Mackenzie and Mann to be
given a pipe line, not only to all the provineial
treasuries, but to the Dominion treasury as
well? If after all the pledges and promises
that have heen made, the Dominion govern.
ment betrays the Western farmers into the
hands of Mackenzie and Mann, then it is time
for a change.  If this huge graft on the people
is perpetrated, then we believe that we know
the temper of the Western farmers well enough
to say that so far as the West is concerned
the Dominion government has outlived its
usefulness and should give way to men who
will protect the interests of te people of Cana-
da.  The Hudson's Bay road and its terminals
must be owned and operated by the Dominion
government under a commission.
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MR. McCUAIC’S DUAL POSITION

Several times since the Manitoba Elevator
Commission was appointed, we have heard
discussions on Mr. McCunig's position, as
president of the Grain Growers' Association
and chairman of the commission. The point
of the discussion was whether the best interests
of the Grain Growers could be served by Mr.
McCualg holding both positions. Mr. Me-
Cuaig has been president of the Grain Growers'
Association for a number of years, and has
been a great influence in building up the
association to its present proud position.
He helped the Grain Growers {o secure the
enactment of the Elevator Act, and has also
been to the front in the Grain Growers'
battles. The association has suffered a loss
in the appointment of Mr. McCuaig to the
commission, but the government deemed it
wise to appoint Mr. McCuaig and he nex b
Now the point is, whether he can do his duty
to his two masters. The Elevator Act is not
satisfactory to the Grain Growers, and has
never been accepted by them, even though
they have decided to sign the petitions and
make the best of it for the time. The chief
point we see is the weakness of the president
of the association being an official of the gov-
ernment. Thus as a government official,
Mr. MeCuai

ig would be handi illﬂvﬂ
advice in ku!- capacity of Pm the
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