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Close of the Conference.
The second session of Conference germin-
ated on Saturday the 28th of Juge, and we
have this week the pleasure of laying be‘fore
our readers some details of the proceedings

of that body, from the period to which the

report contained in our last Yvecks" nssue.ex:-
tended, up to the close of uq'delnberauog
and labours. Many interesting facts will
meet the reader of the communications from
espondent — many facts
their character as show-
ing the present vitality and power of Me(h_o-
dism, and indicating the‘elemcnls o.f its
future prosperity in these Eastern provinces
of British America. The generoos otlef of
our fellow-townsman G. H. Starr, Esq.,
will, we trust, result in the permanent sup-
ply of Wesleyan ministrations to a Wes-
leyan congregation in Darlmputh; and the
appeal which we observe is about to be
made, under the sanction of Conference, on
pehalf of a new Wesleyan Church in St.
Jobn's, Newfoundland, we feel justified in
being confident will meet with a liberal
response {rom those to whom it may be ad-
dressed. Our exhortation, and we would
press it faithfully and frequently, is, Let
Methodism not fail of the men or the means
for proseculingils great work, that of spread-
ing Scriptural holiness throughout the land.

our attentive corr
most gratifying in

The prosperity of the Educational Insti-
tutions at Sackville has always been so
great, they have received, as they merited,
such conspicuous marks of public confidence
and favor, and 8o judicious and praisewor-
thy bhas been the management of their
affairs, that we are quite prepared for the
announcement that ¢ the reports of the finan-
cial, literary and religious state ” of these In-
stitutions was “entirely satisfactory,” and
elicited from Conference an expression of
“ high appreciation of the invaluable ser-
vices ” of the Principal, Governor, Precep-
tress, and the teachers both male and
female. The most gratifying feature in
these reports unquestionably is the mention
of that work of grace in the hearts of many
of the students, which gives us the happy
assurance that the improvement of their
mental faculiies will be sanctified by its
pervading influence.

Qur readers will remark that the solemin

arch—it was resol-

—— pom———

the erection of their new cb

il 4.
ved that such permission be granted.
The draft o?etha Address to the British Con-

ference was read, and adopted, subject to a few
p ference,

: s suggested by the Con

Lh::fl'rnﬂ gt the Pastoral Address was also read,

adopted, subject to certain additions suggest-

Meeting Adjourned.

and
ed in like manner.

Thursday Eveming  Meeting was opened with
prayer. The Committee for the Supernumera-
ries’ and Minister's Widow’s Fund was appoint-

o,

‘ The Report of the plan for the management
of the Book Room aftairs, was submitted from
the Bock Room Committee, and baving been
considered section by section was adopted.—
The Committee for the present year was then
appointed.

FRIDAY, JUNE 27th.
Conference opened in the usual way. Report
of Comnuttee to form a plan for the Childrens’
Fund was read and adopted. A draft of the Ad-
dress to the Canada Conference was read and
adopted, subject to certain alterations and ad-
ditions.
Friday Afternoon. ‘I'be Minutes of the An-
nual Board Meeting of the Trus'ces of the
Mount Allison Wesleyan Academy, together
with the various Reports of its Officers were
read; and resolutions, emoodying the vicws of
the Conference with reference to that Institu.
tion, passed. These resolutions claim the atten-
tion of the Wesleyan Connexion in the Lower
Provinces, and they are therefore transmitted in
full for publication in the colnmns of the Pro-
vincial Wesleyan.
1. That the minutes of the Board of Trustees
of the Mount Allison Wesleyan Academy, and
the valuable Reports of the Principal, and of the
Governor and Chaplain, asalso the balance sheet
of the Treasurer being highly satisfactory, are
cordially approved by the Conference.
2. That the thanks of the Conference be most
respect{ully presented to the Rev. H. Pickard,
A. M, for his untiring and successful devotion to
his onerous duties as Princlpal, during the past
year.
3. That the tbanks of the Conference be most
respectfully presented to the Rev. E. Evans, D.
D., for his diligent, faithful,and efficient services
as Chaplain and Governor of the Academy, dur-
ing the past year.
4. That the Conference would also express its
grateful appreciation of the excellent manage-
ment cf the Board ot Trustees of the Academy,
and especially of the ceaseless assiduity of the
excellent Treasurer, C. F. Allison, Esq.; and
records its great gratification because of the
healthy and prosperous financial condition of the
Institution.

5. The Conference having attended to the en-

duty of improving the recent afllicting dis- | tirely satisfactory reports of the financial liter-

pensation, through which we have been
called as a Church to pass, devolved upon
the Reverend Richard Knight, and most
fitting it was that he who bad served the
greatest number of consecutive years as a
Missionary of the Wesleyan Society should
on so mournful an occasion as the removal
by death of its senior secretary be selected
to pay this public tribute to his memory.—
TLe preacher’s audience on such an occa-
sion should be the whole Connexion, and
we are indulging the hope of being the me-
dium ol communicating to it his discourse.

We cannot put down our pen without a
single reference to the grand future pointed
to by the Rev. Wm. Ryerson, in his parting
address to the Conference, when Metho-
dism throughout the vast territory under
British dominion on this Continent shall
have one comprehensive external organiza-
tion, as it now has one purpose, feeling, and
faith.

We have been promised a full account of
the interesting ordination service at St.
John, and this it is our intention to furnish
next week to the readers of the Wesleyan.

Proceedings of the Conference
at St. John.

MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 23rd.

The Conference was re-opened by the usual
devotional exercises, and the reading of the
Journal of Saturday’s proceedings. Rev. T. H.
Davies then informed the Conference of a very
liberal ctfer which had been made to the Hali-
fax District Committee by | G. H. Starr, Esq,,
that in order to meet the pressing spiritual
wants of Dartmouth, he wonld give £60 annual-
ly for five years, towards the support of a Wes-
leyan Minister there, and i necessary would
defray the cxpenses of a young man from Eng-
land, for that interesting sphere of labour. The
thanks of the Conference to Mr. Starr were
then moved, and passed unanimously.

A Committee was appointed to make out 2
plan for the proper orgam?ution of a'Conference
Auxiliary Missionary Society.

Another Committee composed of Messrs,
Fvane, Temple, and Pickard, was appointed to
draft a plan for the uniforms conducting of the
business of District Meetings, both financial and
ord inary.

The Brethren Wilson and Pickard were ap-
pointed to prepare an Address to the Canada
Conference.
tipe business the meeting adjourned.

Most of the remaining part of Afonday, both
sessions of Tuesday, and part of Wednesday,
were taken up with business of a private nature.
But on Monday afternoon the Rev. Wm. Ryerson
embraced an opportunity of giving to the Con-
ference a most interesting explanation of a plan
which Js in contemplation for the division of the
Canada Conference, into two or more Confe-
rences, and for the federal union of these with
the Conference of Lastern British America.

The service was held in the
Centenary Cburch on Mooday evening. The
occasion was one of deep solemnity and hallow-
ed teeling ; but presuming that its details will be
otherwise communicated, the writer forbears en-
tering upon them.

On Tuesday Evening also a service of a pecu-
liarly affecing character was held. The Minis-
ters having proceeded 1n a body from Germain
Streat to the Centenary Church, were addressed
by the Rev.R. Knight, on the subject of Dr.
Beecham’s death, from 1 Cor. xv. 58. Next
morning the thanks ol the Conference were pre-
sented to Mr. Knight for his excellent and ap-
propriate address,and the request was made that
be would furnish a copy of it to the editor of the
Provincial Wesleyan, for publication in that pe-
riodical.

After the transaction of some rou-

Ordination

Wednesday Afternoon. The Report of the

Worn Out Minister’s Fund was read, and adopt-

ed; as also the Report of the Committee upon
the f

onary Society,

mecting was beld, a notice ot which is elsewhere
Communicated

IHURSDAY, JUNE 26th.

Session opened in the usual way.

out the Conferencc,

ormation of a Conference A uxiliary Missi-
The same evening, a public

A letter
Was read from the Trustees of the Wuleynn

Church at Sy, John's, Newfoundland, requesting
permission f ication |

or application to be made through-
for subscriptions to aid in

ary, and religious state of both Branches of the
Mount Allison Wes'eyan Acadamy, cannot with-
hold the expression of its high appreciation of
the invaluable services of the Rev. Humphrey
Pickard, A. M., the Principal; of the Rev.
Ephbraim Evans, D. D., the Governor and Chap-
lain ; of Miss Mary E. Adams, the chief percep-

tress, and of all the other teachcrs both Male
and Female.

The Conference rejoices that it can fully com-
mend the Mount Allison Academy to the unaba-
ted confidence of heads of Families and all friends
of Christian Educaton, and would 1espectfully
urge on the members of our own Church and
congregations especially the great propriety and
desirableness of seeking for their sons and daugh-
ters the advantages of a sound, complete, and
Christian education, which the Academy at
Sackville is prepared in all respects to afford.

There has been recently vouchsafed a gracious
influence, affecting many of the students in;both
Branches of the Institution, resulting in their
giving unquestionable evidence of a work of
srace upon their hearts, which promises to lead

B

its favoured subjects to Christian holiness, hap-
piness and usefulness. For these manifestations
of mercy, our humble and fervent acknowledg-
ments have been presented to the God of all
grace.

6. That the iollowing esteemed friends be re-
quested to act as the committee of visitors for
the ensuing year, to attend the Examinatory and
Anniversary exercises, and to notice generally
the state of the Institution, in all its departments,
and to report thereupon, both to the Board of
Trustees, and to the Conference, viz.—Revs.
T. II. Davies, and C. Churchill, M. H. Richey,
Esq., Hon. Judge Wilmot, Ralph Brecken, E«q.,
Wm. K. Dudman, Esq., Joseph Salter, Esq.,
Natban Tupper, Esq., and Hon. Jas. J. Roger-
son.

The following Resolution concerning our Of-
ficial Organ was then adopted—That the Con-
ference records with pleasure its bigh apprecia-
tion of the very creditable manner in which the
Provincial Wesleyan has hitherto been conduc-
ted, and especially during the past year. Its
well selected articles of religious intelligence, the
Conference is persuaded bave rendered that pa-
per more popular and useful. This publication
is therefore commended to the patronage of our
friends as a valuable means of communicating
important instruction to their families.

As the deputation from Canada could not re-
main until the close of the Conference, they bade
tarewell to the brethren on this afterncon. The
scene was no less affectivg than edifving. The
venerable William Ryerson again offered some
salutary counsel, urging upon our infant connex-
ion those principles of conservation and habits
of economy which are always necessary to the
stability and progress of a new organization. He
thanked the Conference not only for their kind-
ness to himself personally, but for the unmistak-
able proofs which bad been given of their at-
tachment and love to his fellow labourers. He
adverted to the great interests involved in their
fidelity to God, and assured them that bLe retired
from their midst more deeply impressed than
ever with the solemnity ot the trust committed
to their care—a trust which he belived was wnot
exceeded by that of any other portion of the
Wesleyan Church. Mr. Sanderson also spoke
df the gratification which had been afforded to
him . by this interview with our Conference. It
would give bim much additional pleasure if we
could all return the visit. But though he could
not hope for this, he would pray for us, and re-
joice to hear of our prosperity.

Mr. Rice then rose and delivered a very valu-
able address. He spoke of the change which
had passed upon Canada during the last few
years, and showed how indomitable the exer-
tions of the Wesleyan Church had been to over-
take the work of evangelization. Their work
was divided into three great classes—self-sup-
porting, dependant, and Missionary. From the
first went forth sympathy and aid, which was
swelled by the others for their own benefit; while
a reflex influence began at the lowest, raising it
gradually to the dignity of the hignest. There

labour, and there were distinctions just as ob-
vious. To carry out the itinerant plan there, the
minister should be settled in one place—inas-
much as the tide of bumanity was continually
ebbing and flowing, and the congregations were

were pcints of resemblance in our own field of

always changing. Here it is not so. We bhave
a better opportunity of making a permanent
impression. Qur educational advantages also
were superior. Within the Jast few years theirs’

were frequent, while a healthy spiritual influence
was being rapidly diffused by means of those
who bad been blessed. But this was not of rare
or late occurrence among us. He rejoiced that
we were doing something for the female sex.—
In this also we had surpassed them. While be
| boped that an effort would be made to equal us
in these movements, he would have us appre-
ciate our own advantages, and understand our
own obligations. Ile then bade adieu to the
Conference, and the deputation retired amidst
the affectionate greetings and fervent prayers of
the brethren.

Oan Saturday the business of the Conference
was completed. The forencon was occupied
chiefly with miscellaneous matters. Thanks
were voted to the President and Secretaries for
their uninterrupted attention to the business o
the Conference. A record was prepared for
the Minutes respecting the death of Dr. Beech-
am.“Jt was also determined that a deputation
consisting of Revs. R. Knight, Dr. Evans, and
H. Pickard, M. A, should visit the Canada Con-
ference of next year.

At 74 p.m. the last session commenced. After
the usual devotional exercises, the Rev. W,
Temple read the minutes. Then followed th-
‘reading of the stations for the present year, by

the President, and the official signing of the
whole by the President and Secretary. Three
verses of the appropriate bymn beginning,
“ Blest be the dear uniting love,” were then
given out by Dr. Richey, and the Revs. W.
Wilson and R. Knight engaged in prayer. The
Benediction followed, by the President, and the
Conference broke up. Many were the gracious
seasons which the Ministers themselves, while
here assembled, enjoyed in each other’s society
—affording another instance of * how good a
thing it is, and how pleasant, for brethren to
dweil togetber in unity.” Nor were the special
services connected with the Conference less ap-
preciated by the people generally. Long will
the sacred festivities, the * holy convocations,”
of the last few weeks be remembered by the
members of the Wesleyan Church in St. John.
May the Lord greatly enlarge our borders and
bless us with a continuance of internal peace
and prosperity, and on every hill of Zion may
refreshing showers of blessing abundantly de-
scend ! S.

Conference Missionary Meeting.

The first public meeting of the Eastern Brit-
ish American Auxiliary to the Wesleyan Mis-
sionary Society, was held in the Centenary
Church,™St. John, on Wednesday evening, 25th
ult. The Rev. Dr. Richey occupied the chair,
and presided over the meeting with his wonted
dignity and grace.

After singing the 707th hymn, prayer was
offered by the Rev. J. Snowball.

The first Resolution was moved by the Rev.
E. Botterell, who delivered a very neat and ap.
propriate address; and was seconded by the
Rev. G. R. Sanderson, from Canada, who pre-
sented some interesting statistical information,
plainly showing that, at the present day, our
our own denomination is taking the lead in evan-
gelistic labours.

The Rev. T. Angwin, from Newfoundland,
moved the-second Resolution. He adverted to
the fact that, in the constitution of our new
Connexion, Newfoundland is styled “a sort of
Missionary field.” But he begged to assure his
respectable audience that the inhabitants of that
noble 1sland are neither cannibals nor heatbens
of a milder kind. They are a fine true-hearted
people, who take ar intelligent and practical
interest in Christian Missions, acd who from
among their children have given one who sus-
tains a high relation to the mission work in Chi-
na. He earnestly solicited an increased wea-
sare of the sympathies, prayers, and efforts of
the people of God, for the attainment of His
wise and benevolent designs.

This Resolution was seconded by the Rev.
Wm. Ryerson, the senior member of the Canada
deputation, who has for a long period been
practically associated with the Mission work in
that country. Mr. R. occupied the attention of
his delighted audience for an hour, with most
cheering and satisfactory intelligence concerning
our Missions among the Indians; many of whom
have been raised from the lowest depths of moral
and social degradation to positions of respecta-
bility and honour both in general society and in
the church of God. The gospel of Christ, in
the bands of Wesleyan Missionaries, had done
this for them. Their elevation was the work of
God. The outward comforts which they possess-
ed, sprang from a consciousness of the Divine
favour, and from the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit in his sanctifying energy. In conclusion,
be urged upon the Methodists of St. John not
only to assist by pecuniary means, but by the
devotion of their sons and daughters to this part
of the Lord’s service. Here, true respectability
was to be gained. Being himselt thoroughly ac-
quainted with the toils and rewards of the Mis-

theme, and be poured forth a torrent of reason
and appeal which must bave found a response in
many hearts.

The Revs. S. D. Rice and Wm. Shenstone
moved and seconded the last Resolution, but
owing to the lateness of the hour retrained from
the delivery of addresces. After singing the
Doxology, this deeply interesting meeting was
closed with the Benediction. S.

Wesleyan Theological Insti-

tutions,

Rev. Dr. Thomsom, Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Education, writing to the editor of the
Daily Western Christian Advocate, says :

“ At our meeting of the Education Committee
on Saturday last, the Rev. Dr. Hannab and his
assistant were kind enough to give us some ac-
count ol British Wesleyan educational institu-
tions, particularly the theological.

“1 have elicited the substance of these re-
marks by some inquiries addressed to Dr. Han-
nah, to which be responded in the note bejow.”

Indianapolis, May 12th 1856,

My Dear I'riend,—I should be happy to re-
ply to your kind inquiries at large it 1 bad the
documents at hand—such documents, for in-
stance, as I gave to Dr. Kidder on my arrival at
New York. Dr. Kidder will, 1 am sure, have
great pleasure in communicating the aforesaid
documert to you, when he shall reach Indianapo-
lis. Meantime pleass accept the following an-
swers 10 your questions:

* 1st, What is the history of the theological
schools of the British Wesleyan Coanexior ? ”

The want of such schools had long been felt,
when, in the year 1834, a committee of minis-
ters were appointed by the conterence to meet
in London, and arrange a plan. The committee
met accordingly in the month of October, consi-
dered the subject at large, issued a printed
pamphlet of ¢ proposals,” and reported the
whole to the following conference in 1834.  The
conference adopted the plan recommended, with
some: alterations and additions, and proceeded to
establish our first institution. This was in Huox-
ton, London, in buildings formerly occupied as a
college by the Congregationalists; to which,
when more accommodations were waated, Edney

sionary life, his soul fired at the grandeur of bis|

had been improving, and of late conversiors | House, Stoke Newington, London, was added.

At length, some fourteen or fifteen years ago,
large and ccmmodious buildings were erected at |
Richmond, Surrey, and at Didsbury, near Man-
chester, by aid of the funds raised during the
centenary year of Methodism. These are still
carried on and maintained. At each establish-
ment there are a bouse governor and chaplain, a |
theological tutor, a chemical and mathematical |
tutor, and, generally, an assistant tutor. Twoa
buildings would accommodate one hundred, or
nearly one hundred, students, each student hav-

ing two rooms to himself. [
“ 2. What is the course of stady in said insti-

tutions 7 ” o

1. The theological courses embrace Theology,
strictly so called, including the evidences, doc-
trines, duties, and institutions of Christianity ;
Interpretation, including whatever may relate to
the right exposition of the Scriptures; and
Church History, with some particular reference
to the bistory and constitution of Metbodism.

2. The cla-sical and mathematical course
embraces instruction in Latin, Greek, and He-
brew; in logic and rhetoric ; and in natural phi-
losophy and mathematice as far as time may al-
low. .

* 8. What is the relation which they bear to
the British Conference ? ”

They are entirely under its direction and con-
trol.

“ 4., What are the qualifications of candidates
for admission into them ? ”

Candidates for our ministry, when they Lave
possed through preparatory examination, and
have been accepted as candidates by the confe-
rence, are placed, under the appointment of the
conference, in the institution. Some of these
candidates have had the advantage of education
to a respectable degree, Others have not. No
scale of attainment is prescribed.

‘ What is their eftect upon the personal piety
and health of the pupils ? ”

Good, as to piety, and generally speaking, not
unfavourable to health, though some occasional-
ly suffer from the great change which takes
place 1n their babits and course of life.

“ What is the service rendered to the Church
by the pupils during the period of thbeir pupil-
age?”

They preach in different parts.of their several
neighbourhoods on the Lord's day, according to a
a plan which is prepared every week ; and they
distribute tracts, and they thus make visits, one
afternoon in each week. They also preach, in
turn, one evening every week, in the college
chapel.

“ 7. What is the proportion of graduates that
enter into the mission field ? ”

Forming an estimate from a series of years I
should say about one third.

“ 8. How are the graduates received by the
circuits, and by those preachers of the connexion
who have never (njoyed their advantages ?”

For the most part, and, indced, with very few
exceptions, kind and well; in some instances
with great cordiality.

“9. What is the influence upon the Wesley-
an ministers at large ? "

Visibly 2nd decidedly good.

Any further information I shall be happy to
convey ; and, meantime, am, with sincere and
aflectionate regard, yours most truly,

JonN HANNATL.

Tract Society.

The anniversary of the Tract Society of
tbe M. E. Church was hcld on Tuceday
evening, May 16th, in Robert’s Chapel,
Indianapolis, which was filled with a crowd-
ed audience. Bishop Waugh presided, and
after the introductory exercises, introduced,
as the first speaker,

DR. J. T. PECK.

The address of Dr. P. was replete with
facts and figures 1o show the adaptation of
the Tract Society to the wants of those who
are otherwise neglected by the ordinary ope-
rations of the Church, and who cannot be
reached by them. The operations of the
Society bave added so much to the labour
in the vineyard of our Lord. More than
seventy years of hard work has been accom-
plished during the past three years by these
labours, which would not otherwise bave
been accomplished. 1t has scattered 33,000,-
000 pages of tracts, far and wide, all over
the land. Who shall be able to trace these
tracts to their results, or be able to conceive
their moral power? But it has not stopped
with the issue of mere tracts. They have
issued more than 300,000 volumes in the
more enduring form of books. It has also
authentic information of the conversion of
1,200 souls through its direct instrumental-
ity. How many more there are who have
been directly or indirectly brought into the
Church of God, the great day alone will
reveal. By its colporteurs 346,732 fami-
lies have been visited that were in need of
religious instruction and destitute of religious
literature. These colporteurs have faithfully
performed their labours, although, in many
instances, personal indignity has been heaped
upon them. ;

The Society is entitled to the sympathy,
and gratitude, and hearty co-operation of all
good men. More than this, it deserves the
co-operation of the great benevolent socie-
ties of the day: of the Bible cause, for
our colporteurs are aiding it by the distribu-
tion of Bibles; of the missionary cause,
because our tracts are side by side with the
missionaries in Kansas, Sandwich Islands,
Germany, and elsewhere ; of the Sunday
school cause, because there is no week in
which our colporteurs are not out in the
highways, bringing children into our Sunday
schools ; of the pulpit, because we catch the
great and powerful truths which fall from
it, and reproduce them a-thousandfold.

The doctor said he knew what it is to
stand alone, battling for this interest, but he
felt large, very large to-night, at this de-
monstration, surrounded as he was by very
venerable bishops, doctors of divinity, and
foreign delegates, His great desire was
that we all should exhibit a little more anx-
iety to save those who never come to Church
to listen to the sound of the Gospel, and
who, if not reached by the labours of this
society, may be lost forever.

DR. HANNAH,

Representative of the British Wesleyan
Conference, was then introduced to the
audience. He said it was worthy of atten-
tion that the New Testament Scriptures had
been issued in inspired tracts. They were
not issued connectedly, but were severally
adapted to times and circumstances, and
their sublime truths were couched in the
simple language of the people. We have
thus & bigh, a Divine pattern in the tract
operations. It is worthy of remark, too,
that with the revival of primitive religion
came the revival of this peculiar feature.—
Look at the Reformation inaugurated by
Luther. The tracts which were scattered
among the people did more to bring about
thia great moveinent, and give it ultimate
success, than did the elaborate and ponder-
ous volumes. Wesley understood this mat-
ter, and, in this respect, he was fifty years
in advance of his contemporaries. He was
assiduous in the distribution of tracts. He
himself had seen many a sermon issued by
Wesley, having printed on its title page,
“ This tract is pot' to be sold, but given
away.” These shorter pieces had done more

and in issuing them they had followed the
high example of the inspired apostles them-
selves.

The doctor went on to say that we had

great reason to rejoice that the Tract Socie- |
had listened |

ty bad such sway here. He
with profound interest to the address of Dr.
Peck.
him be was enabled to see more and more
the great links ot union which bind Great
Britain and these United States together,
and he trusted in God that these links might
never be broken. He adveried to the ope-
rations of the tract societies in Great brie
tzin, and was truly rejoiced to find that so
much had been done here. Tt is hard to
comprebend statistics in such cases,
naked figures do not exhibit all the facts in
the case. We are told that one
two hundred persons have been converted

and brought into the Charch during the last |
Bat who can follow the influ- |

three years.
ence of these twelve hundred perzons upon
the world at large ?
many more have been indirectly brouzht
into the Church through this instrumentality
He devoutly trusted that the Tract Society
will yet be moréSuseful, both in this country
and Great Dritain, e would further eall
attention :

1. To the peculiar character of these
tracts, and their adaptation to the ends they
are designed to accomplish. They are bio-
graphical, historic, monitory, and didactic.
He did not altogether agree to the remark
that a great book is a great evil ; there are
subjects which can only be properly elabor-
ated in large volumes; but for purposes of
practical instruction the tract has greatly the
advantage. Their wide range of topics
makes them applicable to all conditions of
Lumanity.

2. They associate the circulation of truth
printed with the power of truth spoken.—
Nothing can supply the place of the living
teacher ; the commmand was to go and preach
the Gospel. The great Head of the Church
bad ordained the living teacher, and he
could not be displaced, nor dispensed with.
But these tracts go not out alone ; they are
circulated by living teachers, who thus have
the opportunity of enforcing the truths
which they contain. The students of the
Theological Seminary at Didsbury,Englend,
where be had the honour to be placed, de-
vote one afternoon of each week to tract
distribution in the village and its suburbs.
This plan gives them direct access to the
people, and thus affords them great oppor-
tunities of doing good. e honoured the
great distributer, and hoped the time will
speedily come when all the Lord's people
will be found heartily engaged in this great
and good work.

He fully endorsed the reference of Dr.
Peck to the barmony which existed between
all the great Christian benevolent societies.
Christianity is the greatest unity. A beau-
tiful illustration was here introduced of the
assemblage of the Christian graces. The
apostle said that the fruit—not the fruits—
but “ the fruit of the Spirit is love,” &ec.
It is meekness working by love, temperance
working by love, &c. Love was in all and
through all. As God is love, so the one un-
divided fruit of the Spirit is love. The
idea which he wished to enforce is, that as
Christianity is ‘one, and the fruit of the
Spirit is one, so these great auxiliary insti-
tutions of the Church are one. Each exerts
an influence upon the other, and they matu-
assist each other. He then related an anec-
dote concerning an individual who objected
to the British and Foreign Bible Society,
an the seore that it would act injuriously
upon a society already established, to which
he belonged. When asked how much he
contributed to the society for whose safety
he was 8o anxious, it came out that he con-
tributed just nothing at all. He was fearful
many of those who ruised the objection that
too many institutions would conflict with
each other, would be found in the sfame con-
dition. Practical thiogs are best learned
by practice, and the more we do the more
we can do. . He devoutly trusted that all
these great institutions may flourish yet
more and more, and find themselves work-
ing together in harmeny, and mutually as-
sisting each other. The day of unity will
come ; it is nearer than many suppose. It
may not be a unicn of sentiment, but it will
be a union of love und of Christian labour

.o — —

Moh;mmedamgm Declining.

The Rev. C. N. Righter, agent of the
American Bible Society in the Levant, in
a letter to the New York Observer, dated
Feb. 18, writes thus :—

I have recently made a tour to the Le-
vant, in behalf of the Bible cause, and find
everywhere on the part of Moslemns an in-
creased interest in the Bible and the Chris-
tian religion. They are becoming indiffer-
ent and sceptical with regard to the faith of
Islamism. They no longer perform their
prayers and pilgramages, and observe their
fasts and festivaals with the same strictness
as of old. 'Their mosques are more or less
neglected or deserted by devout worshippers.
Though the Muezzin cry still sounds from
the minarets three times a day—** Come to
prayer, come to prayer; prayer is better
than sleep, prayer is better than meat ; there
is no God but God, and Mohammed is Lis
prophet”—Yet but few of the faithful heed
the call. I have frequeutly entered their
mosques at mid day, the chief hour for
jrayer, and found oniy here and there an
Arab or Turk listlessly going through with
his devotions. This is also true in Egypt,
where the Mohammedans were formerly
the most bigoted and fanatical. Not a sin-
gle old mosque in Cairo is now in respecta-
bie repair ; they are all falling into decay.
There is a Mussulman tradition, that * when
the great mo:que of Omar, founded by the
conquorer of the city, begins to decline, the
doom of Islamism is sealed.” Its walls are
already crumbling on its foundation, and
from its ruined condition I should judge that
no Moslem ever entered it for prayer.

The proclamation of the last firman by
the Sultan, declaring all religions cqual in
his dominions, * that no man shall be mo-
lested on account of his religion, and none
forced to change his religion,” we trust will
have a most important influence in opening
the Mohammedan field to Christian effort.
Formerly it was certain death fora Muszul-
man to embrace Christianity, but this
imperial firman secures religious freedom
to all. Nor has this merely been pro-
claimed. formally at Constantinople, but
copies have been despatched to all the
pashas and governors throughout the Turk-
ish Empire, with instructions that its provi-
sions be strietly obseved. Not that we sup-
pose that this will at once suppress all
opposition and persecution on the part
of the bigoted Moslems, but the fact
that this proclamation has been made
from the Sublime Porte, and published with
official sanction wherever the sultan’s au-
thority extends, is of the utmost importance
at the present crisis. Its inflnence has al-
ready been felt at points far removed from
the centre.

One of the missionaries in Syria recently
informed me that a prominent Mussulman
at his station became interested in the truth
from reading the Bible, and expressed his
desire to become a Protestant, whereupon
his friends and neighbours manifested great
opposition, and threatened violent persecu-
tion, but since the firman has been publish-

As these exhibitions passed before |
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And who can tell how |

than anything else in these great movements ;!cd, he declares publicly, * [ am frec now to !

| do as | please in regard to my religion.”
We do not conclude that the Mohamme-
dans are ready at once to embrace Christian-
ity. "l‘he_v will, doubtless, tirst subside into
indifference in regard to the faith of the
false prophet, then into inlidelity with re-
| spect to all religion.  But Providenee seems
to be thus remarkably preparing the way
for Christan effort and influence among
them. They are purchasing the .\‘:ripmrr}
of their own accord, and reading them with
the greatestinterest.  They are losing their
prejadice, and gaining a high respect for
Protestant Christians in contrast with the
corrupt representative of Christianity in the
Oriental Churches around them. An intel-
ligent Mussulman remarked not long since,
[« 1f the Mohammedans ever change their
religion, they will not ‘become Christians
who worskip idols images and pictures, but
Protestants who worship God in Spirit and
in truth.” !
The allied war has exerted a most im-
portant influence in breaking down the wall
lof separation that before existed between
{ the Moslem and the Christian, and in pro-
[ moting the circulation of the Scriptures
|among all classes, and we cannet but hope
that the proclamation of peace will open the

the East.. Is not this the time for Chris.
tians of America and England to enter in
with faithfulness and prayer, awd take pos-
session of the land for our Lord and his
Christ ?

There seems a new spirit of interest
springing up in the East,with refrence to the
Bible.
to the Cop's of Egypt. Notwithstanding
all the errors and corruptions of
Church. they have retained a great love for
the pure word of God, and their priests and
bishops are entirely favorable to the circu-
lation of the Scriptures among their people.
The Bible is taught in all their schools, and
they have often pleaded with me, old men
and children, for Zourat Ingil, the Bible
and Gospel. They dexire missionaries to
come and live amoung them, and teach them
the way of life and salvation. I have never
met with a people of maore apparent simpli-
city and sincerity than these poor Christian
Copts in the villages and towns of Upper
Egypt.

The Armenians of Egypt also seemed
entirely accessible to missionary influence.
Their venerable patriarch said to me :—
“ Some bLave accused you of currupting the
Scriptures, and have burned your Bible, but
[ know it to be the pure word of God. 1t
is is full ot morale spirituale, and is good
for this life and salvation in the life to come.
It is the same as I preach and exhort to my
people every Sabbath.”

Such is the present condition and encour-
agement of the Bible and Gospel work in
these Oriental lands. May the Lord bless
his word and his truth as it goes forth in
its purity and power, till the knowledge and
love of Christ shall cover these lands even
as the waters fill the sea.

Curopcan.

Kossuth on the Concordat.

M. Kossuth recently delivered a lecture upon
the Austrian Concordat in Glasgow. The
Christian News in which we find the lecture re.
ported, says:—

Louis Kossuth, on coming forward, was receiv-
ed with loud and prolonged cheering. The il-
lustricus Magyar appears hhu( little altered in
appearance from the time tHat he appeared be-
‘fore a Glasgow audience two years ago. He is,
we think, somewhat stouter ; and on this occa-
sion he was dressed in an English dress coat,
which contrasted somewhat unfavourably, we
think, with the sraceful cloak which he wore on
his former visit. On the cheering which greeted
his rising baving subsided, M. Kossuth proceeded
to draw a contrast between the position which
he occupied when be appeared now at a meeting
in Glasgow, and at the time when he first paid
them a visit. On the former occasion the desti-
nies of Europe were trembling in the balance of
Great Britaiu’s determination ; and he appeared
before the people of Glasgow to plead the cause
of liberty on the ground of the community be-
tween the interests of continental freedom and
the best interests of freedom in Great Britain.
The gleam of bope had disappeared from the
horizon, and he bad hung his harp on the wil-
lows. It was not now the political patriot that
addressed them, but the man, acting the part of
a plain honest labourer, whom Providence bad
blessed with the duties of a father. Ounce he
stood in rank as high as any living man could
stand—perhaps the highest—not the rank of
accidental nativity, but rank conferred by the
voice and countenance of a noble nation. Now
he was stripped of all accidental lustre, with
nothing to elevate him but a high sense of buman
dignity. In this position he was reminded of
the words of one of the darling sons of Scotland—

‘ Rank is but the guinea stamp
The inan's the goud for a’ that.’

M. Kossuth then proceeded to explain that the
lectures which he intended to deliver in thiscity
would be intimately related to each other, as
they referred to the same subject.
bowever, that he would, in all probability, Lave
to address different audiences—many of whom

Considering,

would only bave an oppoitunity of Learing him
once—he would endeavour to make cach of
them as complcte in itsell as possible ; but, in
order to undeistand thoroughly what be had to
say upon the subject, it would be necessary to
hear them all.
be intended to devote his attention more particu-
‘arly to the bearing of the Concordat. The
speaker tuen proceeded to explain that the Con-

In his first and present lecture,

cordat was resolved upon on the 18th of Aupust
last. e wished them to bear in mind that it
was an agreement between a tewporal sovereign
and the Pope, relating to the domestic adminis-
tration or temporal affairs of a nation ; and they
would agree with him in the opinion that no na-
tion could submit to bave her domestic aftairs
influenced by another state without losing kjer
own independence. Ilad it been necessary for
the legitimate influence of the Roman Catholic
religion that any agreement should have been
concluded between the head of the church and
the civil power, there might have been some
reason for a step like this, but it so happened
that the Roman Catholic religion was in a state
of high prosperity in the Austrian dominions
when this Concordat was concluded. He did
not like the idea of the state legislating at any
time in matters of religion. He wished that the
bour bad come when the consciences of men
would be as free as the air we breathc. The
enactment of legislative measures relative to re-
ligion was at all times to be regretted, but the
most fatal, the most ambitious, and the most dan-
gerous of such interferences was that made on
behalf of the Pope. It was like an avalanche,
which gathered strength as it rolled along, until
the rock of freedom was overwhelmed and borne
down by its weight and influence. M. Kossuth
then proceeded to remark that in the History of
Scotland were to be found many passages which
were analogous to some met with in the History
of Hungary. They were the only two nations
which had never allowed the Pope to interfere
in their domestic affairs. In corroboration of

this the speaker referred to the proceedings of

door yet more more widely for the spread |
of the Bible and preaching the Gospel in all |

I was much gratified with my visit |
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| In Commenting
on the Itahan question, and the prospect of the
' their IANt«l‘.m_
h.]. Kossuth did not augur so much ay some were
disposed to do, trom the agency of Sardiaa
though he aduntted that the King

England had withdrawn trom the
vious to the Treaty of Verona.

Iralian States one day regaining

of Sardinig
was an excellent raler.  But a nation, before it

could take an active part in this great w

must have independent action, and l:un\m:::&
by foreign Powers. Now, Sardinia could not be
said to be in this free position, as he knew that
during the late war, the French Ruler, in order
to conciliate Austria, had off:red three alterna-
tives to Sa:dinia, viz, to reduce her armies, or
submit to the armed interference of Austria, or
failing either of these to send 20,000 men to the
Crimea. Sardinia might show a good example,
but that would not do. - The Italians did*not
want the Pope to rule over Rome, or Austria
over any part of hnl_\‘, on any conditions. The
Italians would rise one day— it was natural they
should rise—for who ceuld biidle the Lurricane,
the volcano”

or command When, two year
ago, he first bad the honour to address an assemb-
lage in Glasgow, he had spoken some ;()rxll on
the future, which in the course of events had
been remarked upon not onily here but in the
British It was said that they had
been like the aspirations of a seer. But the
On the words
be had spoken to-day the same remark ought to
be made—that they were spoken in vain—
Formerly it was a proverb, that nobody could
be a prophet in Lis own country, but to-day it
might be said that no one could be & prophet
out of his own country. He had entertained no
such ambition, but only to deliver his sentiments
with plain. honest sinceriry. M.
speaking for upwards of an hour and a balf, re
sumed his seat amidst great applause.

Parliament.

words had been spoken in vain.

K neanth  after

The Crimea.
SAtUuRDAY, May 24.—T'he Britisharmy is on
the move. The third Division has been broken
up, and the Mediterranean stations will soon be
Even Gozo s threat-
with military o-cupation. This week
the 90th Regiment, 55(h Regiment, the 92nd

filled with regular troops.
ened

Regiment, 89th Regiment, and 28th Regiment
have embarked for their destinations, and Mer-
cer's Battery, together with other portions of the
artillery, bave been ewbarked and despatched
trom Balaklava. The Great Druain received
two regiments, the J0th and the 55th. The
others are embarked in large stcamers, such»
the Queen of the South, the Indianna, the Sarah
Sands, and the L’eseverance.

The weather has been very windy aad very
foggy throughout the eaily part of the week—
It sull blows briskly from the southward. The

Las been

temperature exceedingly low for
the the are

healthy notwithstanding the appearance of a few

time of the vear, and troops
cascs of opbthalma among tlem.

The departure of (Gencral della Marmora and
the Sardiman Stafl, on Monday, was marked by
every demonstration of the regard and esteem s
‘The ships 10

Larbour hoisted the Sardisian lag, the yards of

which they are held by our army:

the Leander were manned, and the General set
Lis foot on the deck of the vessel, to which we
wished a specdy and prosperous voyage, amid
enthusiastic cheers, and three rounds of English
hurrahs.  The Crimean medals and ribbons in-
tended for the Sardinian troops were placed in
the hands of General della Marmora  +ome time
ago; but he sent them to Turin, judging that
the decorations would be most fitly conferred on
the troops in tke [presence, and possibly by the
hands of their ‘gallant Sovercign. ‘Ihe good
feeling which existéii between the Sardinlans and
their allies was never marred for a moment by
any untoward jealousies or circumstances of 1
valry, and more especially were they ever o8
terus of triendship with the English, although
their knowledge of Lrench gave them grealer
for with our abes

facilitics commmunicating

than are possesced by cur wen.  Their positiod
at Fedukine brought them into constant contact
with the French and Ilizhianders, and tbey bave
left behind them many kindly remdmb"""‘l"
not easily to be forgotten. In all ®Y rambles

iniad
have rarely, if ever, seen a drunken Sard '
canteens, at

—their behaviour in camp, in the i

Kadikoi, and on the roads was exemplary; p
I understand that in “the absence of ¢ sock
al and military, they claim to rank with tbe best
disciplined army in the world. _
The attempt to repair the Russian
have been tolerably successtul, and our labouf'
on those where our own dead lie are nulln]
brought to a close. As we are about to part fof
ever, our anxiety to learn more of our late fod
increases. Tle Russians survey cur Camps i
visit their hospitals, study their commissariat, ﬂ;
quire into their military system,and iaspect !bf'o
positions ; our engineers alio minutely exami®

she siege works of our Allies, with which l!?ty
: htly acquainted dunog

cemetaries

were necessarily but slig
he progress of the attack.

t ()'ur ‘;pproacbu to the defences of the p‘fl;
afforded no oppotunity to our engineers of deve
oping the use of mines against the en‘em,\‘,b‘“
were not assailable by the same agency o t
side for the same reason, as it s (,l.v?oui that
where mines cao be used by the a.ttackm‘; l;r:
they can be adopted by the defenders.
French bad not the same sort of ground,B’
the system of French mines in front of tba .
tion du Mat presents the most ."wm’h“',g,ny
stance of labour and skill ever witnessed i
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