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thoir wives and their mothers, the 
silent heroines of the great European 
drama. Pray for our armies which 
in the west, the east and the center, 
light with such violence aud tenacity 
for our common cause. May their 
guardian angels accompany them 
into buttle and may the guardians 
keep them in religious chastity until 
the day of repose. Let mo also 
recommend to you especially our 
priests, military chaplains and 
stretcher hearers, may their work be 
fruitful and may they pass through 
all dangers without harm and return 
to us pious aud strong.

Suffering has rendered us 
compassionate. Formerly, 
the massacres of the' poor Armenian 
people pass with little thought. 
Mussulman fanaticism has put to 
death thousands and thousands 
of these unfortunates during the 
present war and carried away as 
slaves their wives and young daugh
ters. Have pity for them, pray for 
them.

Poland, noble Poland, always faith
ful toits faith and its vows. Poland 
which has never undertaken 
of conquest, but has always struggled 
for its peoples and for European 
civilization, suffers more than we do: 
her sous are scattered amongst the 
battalions of the Russians, the Aus
trians and the Germans. Her soil 
has been ravaged by the flux and 
reflux of armies ; America is 
unable to give her food—pray for 
her, my brethren, and ask God that 
at least one of the fortunate results 
of this horrible war shall be the 
definite recognition of Polish inde
pendence.

Finally, here in the occupied por
tion of Belgium, let us pray one for 
another and let us love one another. 
May our affection be sincere and 
actively expressed. The history of 
charity in Belgium during the 
will furnish pages which merit a 
place beside those on which is written 
the heroism of the soldiers. May 
there be no spot on our national 
book of gold. Let us work together, 
to the best of our ability, for our 
union and our mutual assistance.

May those in easy circumstances 
give with largeness to those in need, 
to the aged, the sick, the weak. 
Beware of enriching yourselves at 
the expense of the misery of others 
—that would he odious.

And until the end let us all be 
patient and persevering. Be of good 
cheer. Let our confidence be re
doubled ; let us cry to God as it is 
written in the sacred Liturgy, “Oh, 
God. Come to my aid ; Lord, haste n 
to my succor."

Apply to our patriotic endurance 
what our Divine Saviour says of our 
eternal salvation : “He who perse
veres until the end will be saved."

Receive, my very dear brethren, all 
and each one of you, Belgians of the 
occupied districts and absent com
patriots, my especial and paternal 
benediction.

more 
we let

a w ar

war

D. J. Cardinal Mercier, 
Archbishop of Malines.

DOES HE MEAN YOU?

“ Wo would resent being called 
disloyal Catholics. Yet what have 
the great mass of us done for the 
general interests of the Church ?" 

Westernthe Watchman.says
“ Catholics, for instance, belong to 
Catholic societies that pass ringing 
resolutions in praise of the Catholic 
press, are officers even in these soci
eties, and use the columns of the 
Catholic press to advertise their 
doings; nevertheless, they themselves 
are not so much as subscribers to a 
single Catholic journal.

Enthusiasm is the genius of sin
cerity, and truth accomplishes no 
victories without it.—Bulwer Lytton.

FATHER FRASER'S CHINESE 
MISSION

Taicbowfu, China, Nov. 26, 1916
Dear Readers of Catholic Record : 

That your charity towards my 
mission is approved by the highest 
ecclesiastical authorities of Canada 
let me quote from a letter from His 
Excellency, The Most Rev. Peregrine 
F. Stagui, O. S. M., D. D., Apostolic 
Delegate, Ottawa : “ I have been 
watching with much interest the 
contributions to the Fund opened on 
behalf of your missions by the 
Catholic Record. The success has 
been very gratifying and shows the 
deep interest which our Catholic 
people take in the work of the mis
sionary in foreign lands. . . I
bless you most cordially and all your 
labors, as a pledge my earnest wishes 
for your greatest success in all your 
undertakings." I entreat you to 
continue the support of my struggling 
mission, assuring you a remembrance 
in my pra>ers and Masses.

Yours faithfully in Jesus and Mary.
J. M. Fraser.

along the Isouza force Italy to the reserve, the conscious aud yet was late in the evening, and his 
abandon her atteiqpt to conquer not self-sufficient spirit of a great house was about a quarter of an 
Istria and Dalmatia. democratic Empire. Behind both hour or twenty minutes away from

The Allies as well as the Teutons the houses there is a spacious mine. Not at all, he said, he would 
are taking council together. Mr. garden, with very little grass, it is come down to us. And at V o'clock, 
Lloyd George and Lord Milner have true, hut with some trees. Here with a cigar in his mouth and one of 
arrived at Rome with their military now aud then the Premier gives a his sons by his side, he walked in. 
advisers to participate in an garden party—of course in the 1 know statesmen who are so full of 
exchange of views on the general summer time. The gardens, are a 
situation with the French and liai- welcome oasis in the heart of 
ian Governments. Weather condi- London. The rooms in both houses 
lions have caused a more complete

in solitude, in misery, perhaps, or 
under the weight of defiance, humili
ation, oppression ; at the very end, 
what does that matter to you ? How 
will you look hack upon these minor 
details of life when you shall review 
them in eternity.

Whatever happens to you, there is 
in you something which no person 
or no thing can touch—that is your 
soul. And this soul which is yours, 
of which you are the master, is ma le 
to commune with God, and it will 

with God, if you desire it ; 
it will embrace Him and will be 
braced by Him, not in the ephemeral 
course of the life of a man, or of a 
historical period, but eternally, for
ever, forever.

URGES THOUGHTS ON ETERNITY

years are the result of human 
passions that we should deplore and 
denounce, hut it depends upon us to 
lift ourselves by reflection and failli 
to a higher aud more serene concep
tion of the general plan of Providence 
and to apply to our ulllictiou and to 
the crimes which caused it what the 
liturgy says of that drama which was 
at once the blackest of crimes and 
the most cruel of sorrow's. It

to come as you are, even though 
poor.

Come principally with the inten 
tion of the worship, of worshipping 
God. God is God, that He is the 
Master to whom you owe obedience, 
that all He does is well done. 
Gather with the priest at the altar, 
not only to recite prayers more or 
less similar to his, hut to assist him 
in the celebration of the Mass. You 
also, priests, you have heard the 
Apostle St. Johu say to you iu the 
Apocalypse that the blood of 
Lord Jesus Christ was shed for all, 
kings and priests ; for the priests of 
God and the priests of Christ, he 
says elsewhere. St. Peter expressed 
himself in the same fashion: “Christ 
is the living stone on which is built 
the Church."

themselves that they would regard 
it as a derogation of their high posi
tion to visit instead of being visited, 

are roomy, almost vast ; the windows I Lloyd George may have some strange 
cessation of operations on a large are large, and the furniture has | experiences in his now omnipotent
Beale along the Italian front than iu been made modern by successive position ; one change he will never
the west. With the exception of an Premiers—notably by Disrudi, w’ho undergo ; he will never get the
advance of 2u0 yards on the Carso shared the love of his race for com- swelled head,
yesterday the Italians have been fort and splendour. ♦ —
practically inactive for the past two But it is not at Downing Street 
months. that the intimates of Lloyd George

The remaining Russian troops in see most of him. He does see a lot 
the Dohrudja, after a bitterly con- of people there, it is true ; but the 
tested battle at a point about ten interviews are of a rather hurried 
miles northeast of Braila, iu the character, for they usually take 
course of which they inflicted place at breakfasts at 9.15. Though
heavy losses on the enemy, were 1 am an intimate friend of Lloyd
forced to withdraw toward the George and am alw'ays enlightened
Danube. Their retreat will enable enormously by a talk with him, 1
the enemy to bring his heavy guns to have struck at the breakfast, unless
bear on Galatz from the east bank when 1 have an American friend who
of the river, and will almost inevi- is anxious to see the great man and 
tably involve either the evacuation of can get no opportunity of doing so 
the city or its partial destruction by except at the breakfast hour. It 
bombardment. Galatz is north of at breakfast that Lloyd George first
the mouth of the Sereth, and the met Mr. McAdoo, the present Secre-
Russians may decide to hold the city, tary of the Treasury of the United
even as a ruin, to protect the Sereth States ; and there also he made the

acquaintance of Colonel John W.
Stewart, the famous Canadian con
tractor. That breakfast was the in- 

London, Jan. 5. Slobozia is only troduction of Colonel Stewart to the 
four miles from the Sereth south- valuable work he is now doing on the 
east of Fokshany. The latter town, front in railway construction. 1 
for several days the goal of the Ger- nearly alway refuse the breakfast 
man efforts in this section, is almost except in such exceptional circum- 
pocketed, the forces of Falkenhayn stances ; I retain the old journalist’s 
having advanced far to the north on 
both sides of it.

says :
Lord, in memory of the passion 

of Christ, your Son, our Lord, and of 
Ilis Resurrection and His glorious 
Ascension, we offer to your Sovereign 
Majesty this sacred victim, this life- 
giving bread and this cup of immor
tality."

coin m une
MU'

CARDINAL MERCIER’S 
PASTORAL

GLORIFIED HY BUFFERING

Yes, in spite of these horrors, glori
ous was the Passion of our Divine 
Saviour, g'orious for Him, for it 
brought Him His glorious Resurrec
tion, His Ascension, and His domin
ion over the world. It is glorious for 
us also, for henceforth if we consent 
to suffer with Him, with Him also 
will we he glorified.

“ A moment of affliction now," so 
spoke St. Paul to the Corinthians, 
“ aud above, for the recompense, an 
overflowing wealth of glory forever, 
on condition that we do not, look 
solely to things visible, hut to things 
invisible, for that which is visible 
passeth and that which is invisible is 
eternal."

Such is, my brethren, in short, the 
fundamental solution of the essential 
problems of the life of an individual 
aud of nations, Passion before the 
Resurrection, death in order to get 
eternal life, the Cross in order to 
enter into glory.

Under the old order God spoke to 
His chosen people by the intermedi
ary of prophets. Under the new 
order, says St. Paul, He speaks to us 
directly by His Son, who after hav
ing purified us in His Blood, has 
taken His place, King Eternal of 
centuries, at the right hand of God, 
His Father.

The Prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, Daniel, Nahum, Habakuk, 
aud the others had the mission to 
recall the chosen people and their 
oppressors, the Egyptians, the 
Assayrians, and the Chaldeans, and 
the Babylonians to the Law of Right. 
They announced to them continually 
that they would find both in the 
ruins of their cities and in their 
own blood both their punishment 
and the principle of their regenera
tion. God does not punish except to 
heal and to save. Humanity guilty 
has need to die in order to live 
again. If the grain of wheat did not 
(lie in the ground there would be no 
hope of life or reproduction.

“Follow this indication," the 
Apostle St. Paul says again. “De
pend solely on the Cross for your 
regeneration in forgiveness and 
peace for you and for all the sons of 
the true people of Israel."

If the Belgians take these stern 
teachings to heart, they will make 
these two tragic years they have just 
passed through the foundation of a 
more vigorous future, a renewal of 
energy, aud a greater confidence in 
the limitless resources of a Christian 
nation.

In the secret moment of the Mass, 
when the priest and the faithful are 
about to partake of the Body of 
Christ, what is the prayer that the 
Church puts on their lips ? Once 
again she recalls to us the beginning 
and the end of life.

“Here," says the Church, “the 
Heavenly Father, with the coopera
tion of the Holy Ghost, executes His 
plan to make the source of life 
which is to vivify the world flow 
from the death of our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, Son of the Living God."

And those holy Popes, Pius IX. 
and Pius X. do they not request us 
to say every day after Mass this 
touching prayer : “I pray Thee, my 
beloved Jesus Christ, that Thy death 
shall be a source of eternal life to me 
and that Thy Cross shall be forever 
my glory."

As for you, you are 
the living stones erected upon Him, 
with the effect of forming a spiritual 
family, a consecrated race, with the 
mission to offer by Jesus Christ the 
spiritual host which pleaseth God.

To the priest who is officially 
charged with the public ministry in 
the Church, the Bishop gives this 
advice : “ Understand what you do. 
Be inspired in your acts by the mys
tery that you touch with your hands, 
and then at the altar you should feel 
the mystery of the death of Our 
Lord. Be sure that in yourselves 
there remain no vicious instincts or 
evil desires.”

My brethren, raise up your eyes, 
then, 1 pray you, aud keep them fixed 
on this Polar star of your eternity. 
And then you will see all created 
things disappear in the shadow of 
nothingness which the Scripture, 
that other direct and personal voice 
of God, calls a smoke that floats and 
disappears, a cloud that is dissolved, 
a shadow that flees, a flower that 
falls to pieces, a wave that flows back 
into the ocean.

Eternity.
My brethren, we all lack the cour

age to face it, even for a moment. 
Embrace it as much as yon can, hold 
it fixed in your imagination for the 
space of an hour, a half hour, a 
quarter of an hour, direct your 

And our Divine Saviour replied : thoughts to it. During this quarter 
“No one knows, not even the Son of of an hour see only it and God, your 
Man.” In other words, the Son of Creator, your Saviour, your Judge in 
God in His mission on earth has not it ; have the will power to forget, 
the duty of revealing it to humanity. j during this brief time, all else hut it,* 
ibis means to you, in effect, that you , aud you will arise, enlightened, 
are not to know if the world will last imbued with its spirit and deter- 

It is at Walton Heath, however, 1*000 years more, 10,000,000 years mined, 
plete clearing of Russian troops from that you can get a real glimpse of the more * n°t whether you will die in I told you, my brethren, in opening 
the Dohrudja, announced by Berlin man. He occupies there a modest y°ur youth, or at middle age or iff this discourse, that God spoke to us 
tonight, places the important town house of but two stories. Walton extreme old age. Only one thing is | both without aud within, without by 
of Galatz, twelve miles north of Heath was chosen partly because it necessary, that you know your own the voice of nature or by history, 
Braila, in a perilous position that has excellent and bracing air—it I Boul and tbat in tbe all powerful | within by the breath of the Holy 
makes its capture inevitable. stands seven hundred feet above sea bantlB of tbe Master of Events you j Ghost.

level, partly because it hate one of sba^ *)e ^be docile instruments for Do you wish to know why eternity, 
the best golf links in England. The ^be sanctification of His Holy Name, which means so much, affects you so 
house is very comfortable in spring, ^or ^be establishment of His reign, little while present events weigh so 
summer and early autumn, but it is for the accomplishment of His will. heavily upon you ? It is because 
like all houses in Walton Heath—very first part ) you have leisure for everything and
cold in winter ; and I am sure the In d t thorouehlv understand you do Ilot wieb to a(laPfc yourself to

PEACE OFFERING TRANSFORMS average American or Canadian would the events in their deenest sense Dm I the ouly tbln6 which is worth theshiver in the absence of tbe radiator, ‘oulmust keen ^Lr^ft the thouItB trouble' Vou do not know how to
Lloyd George, however, seems to be “eternity P thoughts , turn your thoUghts from earthly
quite impervious to cold and is God speaks to us both without and tb™g8 m«ditetionV „
often quite unconscious that the within. He speaks to us without by «ou'is made by baptism aud coni r- 
room in which he is ta king or din- the marveU o{ nature and b tl/e «afion th= dwelling place of the 
ingislike an ice-chest. Regard for ie880ns of events. He speaks to ns H.0,y <ihust' Let it drink of the oil 
comfort of surroundings in any form within b the de]icate but mysterious °1 “V.1Ug ht John, and it

London, Jan. 6.-What does Eng- « not one of hm passmns. power of the Holy Ghost. shall learn to distinguish truth from
land really think concerning the "f trles ““V to get down to The voice o( nature ;8 generally “ 1!ut' ob8?rved ‘ "P6 ('ieg-
German peace proposals? The an- Walton on hr,day evenings; this harmonious, tranquil, like the solemn °ry'. grace resembles the breeze at
swer in brief is; nothing at all. gives him three days in the country movement ot the 8un in space, the daybreak : caresses and passes and

air, and these days make him a new murmur ol water8- the growth of nothing you can do will bring it back, 
man He has both the physique and grum, the slow evolution of the are at the mercy of events
the temperament of the typical Celt ; 8ea80n8. But nature s voice is BOllle. when yon should command them, 
he goes down quickly under over- time8 violent and terrll,lei liUe that °hey your emotions, though you
work, and he has moments of des o£ powder or thunder, the raging of | bav! tbe r'?bt and power to be their
pondence when he gets done up ; but j the tempest, the eruptions which i ma8te,C8' Silence them ; go down on 
he rises with extraordinary rapidity j 8hake the eartU and hurl lava from your kaees ,ln >’ouc chamber, with 
and the depressed and tired man of voicanos doors closed, or in the sanctuary
Monday is very often the alert youth T, , . it ! where our Divine Saviour lives for
of Tuesday. In these times his | iods it8 ,,enod8 o{‘ concentrated I °PP08lte “>e allar of 8fred 8ac“-

work, its economic successes, Intel- u=e, acmg the tabernacle and tbe 
lectual, artistic, civilized, but at cer- «uciflx, and there in silence detach- 
tain times the passions are unloosed, Y°ut8elf that which goes on
hatred stiiles the voice of love, aud i w, bout and that -which agitates you
death seems to triumph over life. " ‘thm, request Our Lord to send you 

It is always, however, God who H‘8 Holy Ghost the Holy Ghost 
speaks. Each historic period is a ,wblcb 18 ‘he right hand of God 
page from the divine book of I-rovi- ,dlgltu8 Pa ernae dextelnu;' He wl11 
deuce. We write it, hut tbe strong show you the way m which your con-

* science may find truth, light aud 
peace iu all your hours of sorrow and 
anguish.

FULL TEXT — “ THE ORDEAL IS 
OF LONG DURATION”

INTRODUCTION

Yes, the ordeal is long. I hear you 
from day to day repeat these words, 
and there is no one, 1 think, who 
does not share your feelings.

And when will it end ?
One day when your Divine Saviour 

discoursed to His Apostles on the 
terrible things that would immediate
ly precede the end of the world— 
wars, pestilences,earthquakes, atmos
pheric disturbances, His hearers 
asked Him, When will these dis
turbances come ?

\\ iis

lines.—Globe, Jan. 6.
FOKSHANY ALMOST POCKETED Since you are priests, that is to 

say those who make the sacrifice, 
you should be also the victims. “My 
brethren," writes St. Paul to the 
Romans, “ I beg of you to offer your 
corporal body by divine mercy as a 
living host, pure, agreeable to God ; 
that this may be the spiritual form 
of your worship."

Combine in
habits of late nights and late morn
ings. your sacrifice your 

personal sufferings and our national 
sufferings, as well as all the acts of 
your life. This is not enough ; your 
life itself, sacrifice it in anticipation, 
by vour will, to the honor of God. 
Death is only a violent breaking off 
that we must by fate submit to ; it 
is an act to which the Christian soul 
should associate itself in a positive 
manner, the return to the Sovereign 
Master of a gift that He has confided 
to us for His glory. This rendering 
up of life is a sacrificial act that the 
Christian accomplishes in union 
with the supreme expiration of our 
Christ Jesus. And when we all, 
familiarizing ourselves with this 
noble Christian thought of death, 
will make within ourselves the sacri
fice of our terrestrial life, together 
with our sous and our brothers who 
fall on the field of honour, there will 
go up from the soil of the Belgian 
fatherland to the majestic throne of 
God a magnificent homage, which 
will descend again upon us in form 
of benedictions.

The fall of Braila and the com-

T. P. O’CONNOR’S 
LETTER

BRITISH FEELING

YourTHE EVER-INTERESTING LLOYD 
GEORGE

Special Cable to the Catholic Record 
(Copyright 1916. Central News)

Little is heard publicly or privately 
about peace. The sole absorbing 
preoccupation of everybody is the big 
Allies’ offensive that will be launched 
in the Spring, especially on the west
ern front. It is only on the ruins of 
a defeated German militarism on the 
battlefield that the Entente Allies 
will place any confidence.

Two feelings run side by side. . .. , u ,, , .
First, tlie hatred and distrust of visits have often had to he put off till 
Germany and a disbelief iu her pro- baturday-sometimes even till Satnr- 
fessions of humanity which have day evening. As a rule he does not 
been deepened daily by news from 8«e many people on Saturday. If the 
Belgium and Armenia, and a distrust 1weather 1,6 flne he goes °ut golhug- 
of her abandonment of the gospel of bl8 companions being often Sir 
military ascendency which has been George Rlddelb a g-reat newspaper 
deepened again by the boastfulness owner, and Robert Donald the editor 
of the Kaiser and the Chancellor and tbe Da‘>/ Chronicle ; at one time

Charles Masterman was another 
invariable companion, but Charles 
Masterman was then a Cabinet Min
ister and could afford a house in ! 
Walton. The house had to bo given 
up, and Walton Heath knows Master- 
man no more. Lloyd George does 
not golf on Sundays ; he has too

Our sacrifice will intercede for us ; 
it will expiate our sins. During 
these two months consecrated to the 
Holy Rosary aud to the commémora 
tion of the dead, in accord with the 
sorrowful aud Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, give full attention to the 
Calvary aud to the sacred sacrifice 
of the Mass, asking forgiveness for 
the living and redemption for the 
souls of our dear dead.

Give equal recognition to God. 
Let us bless Him for having watched 
over our King, the glory of the 
Belgian nation, our gentle Queen 
and the royal children ; let us thank 
Him for having given us the patience 
to bear up without faltering or 
murmur under our long and terrible 
ordeal, for having accorded us the 
first benediction of our sacred 
Father, Pope Benedict XV. aud for 
having inspired him to tell us that his 
warmest paternal affection goes out 
to Belgium, for having impressed 
upon foreign nations the extent of 
our misfortunes. After the war we 
should erect in their honour a mon
ument of gratitude. Let us make 
for them today a place of honour in 
our pious thoughts.

will of tlie All Powerful holds the 
writing instrument. It is for us to 
write it iu letters of gold or charac
ters of blood, hut the hook must be
written. In eternity we will again Our Lord, Jesus Christ, gives us 
t&ke it up, aud there will be found I by the mystery of His death and
how and in what measure each has ! resurrection, perpetuated in the

sacred sacrifice of the Mass, the key 
While history yet runs its course to events. Out of death comes life, 

the book is closed, sealed ; the Divine Wars should not trouble the peace 
Lamb who shed His Rloou for our of humanity. In the primitive plan
redemption alone has the power to 0f Providence passions were subject-

On Sundays he receives his friends j Vcr^r tIu" OUI Men" of the &£ ^mnteT'tJ'Tn'trudTIn11^:ssr ,'rs.v:si.r“isxs
take the book and to break its seals, juto historv aud revolt henceforth 
because thou hast been sacrificed becomes a part of human events, 
aud because with thy blood thou prjde and cupidity, break the world's 
hast acquired for the service of God balance ; repression and aimed 
the representatives of all national defeuse arc necessary for its re- 
ities, without distinction of race, nor establishment, 
geographical nor political classiflca- | 
tion. Thou hast incorporated us in j 
a spiritual kingdom for the glorv of ... .
God and hast transformed our life ™en. «uflIty of allowing passion to

dominate reason aud Divine will, 
universal peace will be a dream. It 
is too little to say, to want peace for 
the mere sake of peace, because 
peace at any price would he au accept
ance with equal indifference to rights 
and injustice, truth and untruth ; it 
would be cowardice and impiety.

by the ravings of the Pan-German 
press. These feelings have reached 
such a boiling point that no sacrifice 
w ill be considered too great to finish 
once and for all the time, the devilish 
Prussian military machine.

The second feeling is one of
increasing confidence that such a , ......... , ,
military defeat is now within the much respect for the traditional love

of a quiet Sunday among the Non
conformists of Wales, to whose 
general view of life he has remained 
quite faithful.

SECOND PART

collaborated.

power of the Entente Allies. I never 
saw a more complete transformation 
of feeling, between the deep dejection 
caused by Roumauia’s defeat and the 
almost exultant self confidence that
has arisen as a result of Germany’s 
whines.

Practically all of this self confi
dence comes from the stories of 
battles on the western front and 
from the knowledge that our big 
guns are better and more numerous 
than those of the enemy and from 
the palpable and pronounced de
crease in German morale. These 
things all lead to the satisfying belief 
that we will be enabled to follow up 
the Somme victories by more power
ful and more conclusive attacks.

Lloyd George has not been living 
much of late at 11 Downing Street, 
though that was his official resi
dence. It is a big and expensive 
house to keep up, and even Minis
ters in these days feel the pressure 
of gigantic taxation. He has had a 
little flat in Victoria Street close by. 
He now goes, of course, to 10 Down 
ing Street—which has been occupied 
by the majority of Premiers, there 
have been few exceptions, since it 
was given as a present to the Gov
ernment in the eighteenth century. 
The two houses are pretty much the 
same ; they are of the good old 
Georgian architecture—very solid 
and very simple, utterly devoid of 
the new architectural developments 
which have been introduced in the 
last half century. For instance, just 
opposite to these two houses and a 
third—No. 12 which is occupied by 
the Whips — there are the great 
buildings which belong to the 
Foreign and the India Offices. 
Those abiding places of high depart
ments are Byzantine in size and in 
adornment, with turrets and busts 
on the face aud all the grandiose 
suggestion of the great Empire. 
This juxtaposition brings into 
greater relief the simple, comfortable, 
rodrny, old fashioned character of the 
official residences of the two highest 
Ministers of the country. Many 
people prefer the old system to the 
new ; they think it beseems better

VBAYERS FOR BELGIANS

Finally, as we are not yet at the 
end of our Calvary, may our celebra
tion of Mass be a continuous prayer 
for our dear fatherland, for those 
present aud those absent, for our 
valiant prisoners and those who are 
interned, our dear refugees. The 
longer the war lasts the more ardent 
becomes my compassion for all those 
energetic men who spent their efforts 
in our behalf, and who now are tor
tured with inaction.

Our refugees, “ Although England, 
France, Holland, and Switzerland 
indeed neglect nothing to lighten 
their cares, yet exile is nevertheless 
exile. From time to time one hears 
bitter words concerning them. I do 
not say that among them there were 
not some without faults, faults re
gretted now by their authors, per
haps sorrowfully, but how many of 
those that you criticize so lightly be
come unwilling victims of feeling, of 
submission, of filial or paternal 
affection, of devotion to a sick per
son, or solicitude for a son at the 
front, of material want. According 
to the testimony of those who have 
seen them, our absent ones rival 
their compatriots of the occupied 
parts of Belgium in their patience, 
abnegation aud apostolic spirit. We 
will receive them with open arms 
when they return and let them not 
doubt for a moment that they will 
find here friends and brothers who 
have ever remained faithful to them.

We cauuot exclude anyone from 
our prayers, not even our enemies, 
but Christian theology teaches us to 
have, different degrees of affection. 
St. Thomas says to love by preference 
your neighbors, your compatriots, 
and those who do you good. Let us 
pray, then before everything else, for 
our brave soldiers whom we bold so 
dear because of ties of blood or per
haps because of patriotism and their 
devotion for us. Let us not neglect

time ; often if you are a privileged i 
visitor to the house you have to talk 
to Mrs. Lloyd George or one of the 
two daughters, while the master of 
the household is still finishing his 
nap. Lloyd George, like so many 
other great men of action, has the 
gift of sleeping anywhere or at any 
time. I have seen him fall asleep 
almost while he was talking in a 
railway train ; he is a very poor com
panion when motoring, for lie falls 
asleep within five minutes of the 
start of the machine. When he is at 
home all he has to do is to sit on one 
chair, and stretch his legs on an
other ; and in a few minutes he is 
started on a sleep of a couple of 
hours. As a rule, he does not suffer 
from sleeplessness at night ; though 
he has had his hours — under the 
stress of a great sorrow or a great 
anxiety — when he had to read 
through the black, bleak hours of 
the night. Now and then he wakes 
too early and resorts to his state 
papers, and thus begins a day 
times at 5 o’clock in the morning.

At Walton Heath you see the 
absolutely unchanged simplicity of 
his character and liis tastes. He 
keeps a very modest table ; he rarely 
touches any form of alcohol ; and for 
his friends he usually has either a 
glass of whiskey or a light cheap 
wine. Hie table is just that of a 
well-paid artisan, with a joint, a 
homely pudding and n bit of cheese. 
It is scarcely necessary to say that 
you find no trace in him at Walton 
or any place else of “ side." He is 
simple, unpretentious, hearty, frank 
almost to indiscretion. 1 had a 
small cottage during the Irish nego
tiations at an earlier part of the 

Once I rang him up to say 
that there were with me some of the 
Irish leaders, and asked him whether 

should go up to his house. It

THIRD 1‘ART

Take au active part in the sacred 
sacrifice of the Mass. Worship the 
works of God ; also expiate your sins, 
thank God and pray.

Come, my brethren, to Mass : 
revivify your religious life. Come 
every day if you can, but at least 
never fail in your Sabbath obliga
tion to the Church. I met recently 
some young persons, young daugli 
ters of the people, who no longer 
dared to appear at church because 
they had nothing but sabots to wear 
on their feet. My children, I under
stand your humiliation, and I am 
touched with compassion. But you 
may be sure that our Divine Saviour 
is not like the passers-by whose 
regards make you haug your beads. 
He made Himself poor of His own 
free will, so as better to bring you to 
him ; the more your condition 
resembles utter nudity the more you 
resemble Him and the more He loves

Wars have become inevitable, and 
as long as there shall be on the earth

Into a sacerdotal ofiice.”
The last seal will be broken when 

this divine Jesus, who deigued to 
stoop to us aud to assume our lowly 
nature, in order that he might sacri
fice Himself for us, will return to us 
in the majesty of His glory seated on 
the clouds, the cross of the last judg
ment in His hand, and with His 
voice more powerful 
thunder, will say to each one of His 
creatures one of these two words 
“Come, thou blessed of My Father, 
take your place in the celestial king
dom which 1 have prepared for thee," 
or, on the other hand “Go, thou 
accursed, to the eternal fire created 
for the devil and for those who have 
made themselves his slaves.”

That will he the last resounding 
word which will fall from the lips of 
God the Father, a word which will 
be decisive, unchanging, which will 
divide us for eternity to the right or 
to the left, among the chosen in glory 
or among the damned iu the abyss. 
But, my very beloved brethren, do 
you think of this ? Do you think 
sufficiently of this ?

In the presence of this supreme 
alternative, what remains ? That 
you die young or old, in bed or oil 
the field of battle, far from or near 
to your relatives, what does that 
matter ? That your days pass tran
quilly in your own loved home, 
where happiness abounds, where 
friendship and esteem surround you, 
or that you have lived in tribulation,

Nevertheless, a great artist knows 
how to join discord with harmony. 
The ugly under the brush of a master, 
disappears, by contrast, in the beauty 
of the whole picture.

So Divine Providence, which wishes 
only good, finds in the secrets of its 
infinite wisdom the means to trans
form this world, troubled and embit
tered by the sin of our first parents 
and by our personal crimes, into a 
work of redemption which surpasses 
in the grandeur of moral perfection 
its own first plan.

“ God, who is all powerful and 
supremely good," said St. Augustine, 
“ would not permit the slightest evil 
to slip into His work if He were not 
at the same time powerful enough 
and good enough to bring out the 
good, even from the evil."

And you remember, my brethren, 
that every year, on the Holy Satur
day before the resurrection of Christ, 
the Church dares to sing : “ Oh oui,
il le fallait ce peche d’Adam que la 
mort du Christ, a efface ; Oh oui, 
heureuse la faute qui nous a valu un 
pareil at aussi puissaut Redemptour!"

The "sinister events to which we 
have been witnesses for the last two

than the

you.
Oh, my brethren, honor the poor ! 

And you, my dear confreres of the 
priesthood, accord them the first 
place in your esteem and in your 
solicitude. 1 would like to see them
in the first row of the temple of 
Jesus of Bethlehem aud Nazareth. 
Before Him and before the Church 
they are greater than you or us, and 
of higher value. If they accept their 
condition with good grace aud faith, 
they do more for the salvation of 
humanity than those whose fortune 
and success make you envious.

As for you, mesdames, if you 
should make a showing of your 
abundance, when your sisters have 
nothing but sabots and rags you 
would offend both God, the father- 
land, and the dignity of the poor. 
Come, then, all, all men and nil 
women, and worship at the chuich. 
Come in modest dress, do not blushwe
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