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CONSTITUTION of South Africa
jved its gecond reading in the
{ Commons and has virtoally

THe
has rece
House ©
p:m('d'
tbi" one A
“u.[;rilinh Empire.
Dr. Jamieson, we are told, sat together
on the steps ol the throne in the House
of Lords while the constitution received
ading in that house also.

Ex-premier Balfour considers
of the most important events in
ueneral Botha and

its gocond 1€
This pleasant picture would be reversed

ere the Lords dealing with a system of
‘gverllm““t for the Irish along the
£ line. Inherited prejudice and

yested interests have still a powerful
pold on the minds and actions of those
who constitute a majority of the Upper
Chamber of England.
—
TE,\II'IIIL\\('E wonrkers and medical
men in London, England, stand aghast
at the condition of things in the schools
of that city. Forty per cent of the
children, it is stated, under the age of
eight years, drink aleohol more or less
regularly- Dr. Mackerath says he got
the figures from several of the London

County Council Infant schools. This
eondition of things is certainly most
Jsrming. 1 ab 3 te va ohildrer

s
contract the drink habit their condi-
tion in after life will be most deplorable,
It this practise continues the future of
the mother country will be dark indeed,
What avails it to have a great navy
and a great army if the country becomes
diseased at the core.

M. BRIAND, the new French Premier,

is r('pul‘ll'nl to have expressed a determi-

nation to bring matters to an i vith
the French hierarchy. His . |

doubtless is to bring them to trial, fine
and imprison them. The sooner the test
comes the better. The Bishops will be
true to the Pope and the Church, and
perse cution will all the sooner open the
e.\'vsd the Freneh people to the deplor-
able
long run Briand will go to his grave un-
honored, and the Church will live

conditions prevailing. ~ In the

and
flourish as never before in the French
Republie.

Tug SOoUTHERN MESSENGER states that
Sir William that
children would learn more at senool if

MeGregor declared

they were allowed to learn less. Our
contemporary states that this utterance

is founded on reason and COMIMON SCUSE,
and adds that it is advisable in school
training to cover less ground and to cul-
tivate it more thoroughly. Our ¢ duea-
tionists, however, seem d¢ termined to
go on in the old rut. “Cram”
order of the day in too many of our
school rooms.

is the

The consequence is that

the , ones have a smattering of
everything and are very poc rly equipped |
in the essentials.

—

WE A LAD to notice our non-Cath-
olic fellow citizens of London, following |
the example of the Catholic Chureh, in ‘
establishing a Holy Name Society. Itis
proposed to have a Sunday set apart for \
a crusade against swearing; the day is
to be known as “The lloly \.nm-{

swearing |

Sunday.” The practice of

cannot too strongly condemne d. If
we loc it merely in the light of
citizen it betrays a want of eharac-
ter and manliness. A higher motive,

however, should be our guide in this

matter,
A DISTINGUISHED CONVERT, W. H,
Bliss, recently died in England. This

gives us another example of the influence
of Rome upon men of wide information.
Mr. Bliss had been an Anglican minis
ter, but after a visit to Italy he became
aconvert., The London Anathaeum re-
cently ve a sketeh of his career which
occupied two pages. Itdeseribes him as
one of the most learned men of our time,

For m vears he had been Roman

correspondent of a number of English
Papers,

e e e—

Froy pAY To DAY we still havea gist
of news from New York concerning that
detestalle Thaw business. Really, es-
teemed contemporaries, is it not time
the Canadian people were
something better in the way of news.
From first to last the actors in this social
drama have given us a picture of human-
ity depraved. It is high time the un-
lovely exhibition were put out of busi-
ness,

supplied

—————

Havirax is rejoicing because of the
triumph of John O'Neil, a native of that
eity, at the great regatta in Detroit:
He is now the amateur single scull
Champion oarsman of America. We are
glad to bo able to say, too, that Mr.
John O'Neil is a model resident of the
City by the sea. He is a member of St.
Mary’s Young Men's Total Abstinence

and Benefit Society, and is a devoub
C'Mlmli(-‘

A vress pespaTcH from Rome, dated
August 17th, gives us the gratifying
hews that His Holiness the Pope is in
berfect health and that all rumors to

with his own

| teacher

be "pleasing news to the (‘hrinti;m'

world, The Pope's personality has l‘ll-‘

deared him to people of all lands and all
creeds,

IS PRAYER A * THEOLOGICAL
FIGMENT?"

“My religion is science,”
OgJden teacher to us on a Saltair train
recently, * Every creed in Chris-
tendom is being purged of the notion of
a pliable God, receiving iu its stead a
Juster conception of a Supreme Beiog,
too wise to be taught by us, and too
good to dispense curses and blessings
in a spirit of reveuge and favoritism.”’
He then went how science
had exploded superstition, was purilying
religions beliefs from the gross .u.tl\'ml.-
omorphic elements which were accepte d
in the past, and had won over to its
side large numbers of the most intelli-
gent and aavanced ot the clergy who
look upon prayer to God as a kul‘«-',(lcul
figment.

All of which is entitled to the same
attention which is given any assertion
unsupported by proof. The purifying
eflect of seience on religious belief is
like unto that of the shark on its prey,
that is, absorption and, for the shark’s
vietim, annihilation; and the Protestant
creeds are beginning to

said an

e e e————

on to show

perceive it,
Thoughtful Protestants realize that the
fight is on between the positivism of
Christianity represented by the Catho-
lic Chureh and the entire negation of
the supernatural, of revealed religion,
on the part of a pure materialism,
called I'he sects are
bering the ground, and like the Hessian
troops in the revolutionary war for in-
dependence, they are auxiliaries of our
enemies, though not recognized as sub-

seience oenclume-

cts.

We cheerfully welcome all
tested facts of natural
order and admit our obligation to

duly ate

science in the

i\u!

them a place in the sphere open to |
e 1. But when the w.gi;.(s!
to examine, analyze ‘\'.l‘

'
eritieise the min

His dealings
3 ques nl

I 107 d competen v to do so.
O ~den friend unfairly uir|x|«1|
prayer in order to disparage it W\ \u.l

would aceept

pt as hi

conception of a God
and blessings
venge or fav

idea of prayer the

Who * dispenses
in a spirit of re-
ritism 2" The
g the faith of an
Episcopalian minister who with his con-
gregation petitioned God for rain in an
exceptional period of drought, believing l
that God would, at their request, change
the order of nature.

curses

Ogden

was ridiculi

When the Lord sent thunder and rain
in answer to the prayer of Samuel (I
XII., 17), we have no reason to suppose
that these were produced differently

from other thunder and rain in violation
of the order of nature. Why canuot
God work through nature's agencies and
forces ? It is asserted by infidels that
natural laws are inviolable. But, if
living force directed by a human will
can counteract the forces of gravitation,
or other natural laws, then 1is it un
reasonable to assume that a living, per-
sonal, Almighty God cannot hold in
suspense or counteract the forces of
nature when in His wisdom He deems it

co-operators,
ing is too outlandish, nonsensical or
dangerons to assume the good name and
usurp the prerogatives of religion.

and mock-heroic attitudes of these de-
ceivers of mankind, is a
cerity.
enough to delude others and too intelli-
gont to deceive themselves,
that their boasted elaims are without
foundation, but they are hopelessly in
the dark as to religion.
that so many come forward with solutions
of a problem already solved shows that
they are engaged upon a fruitless task
and
the attempts to sqnare the cire
are trying to make a religion without
God aud without revelation and with an
authority that can continueonly so long
as they are popular.

conspicuously
stand of a
everything really divine in religion and
who in desperation strives to formulate
some juiceless and nerveless statement
on which people who reject revelation
can ageee,

of Protestantism in
stiff formularities

{ they stand forth as hopeless and profit

————————

well to do so? =
Christian theologians freely
that there is an established order in the
universe ; that there are divinely ap-
pointed conditions of health and success
in human affairs which if we neglect or

overlook, we cannot prevent the conse-

quences by prayer: that what we
ask in prayer we must ask
in submission to the will of God. But
these admissions do not exclude the

wnd its absolute neces-
who seeks to reach the

duty of praye
sity for the
end for which God ereated him.

Though it is not the ordinary Divine
method to regulat he affairs of man
and the universe by arbitrary miracu-
lous interference with the hed
order of nature, yet we cannot accept
any theory which shuts G yd out of His
own universe and denies His power and
His right to control and command the
forces of the world. Our Redeemer in
the days of His earthly life exerecised
such a control over nature that those
standing by were compelled to ask,
“What manner of man is this that the
winds and the waves obey Him " Are
these miracles of Our Lord to be placed
among “theological figments?’ Under-
lying the protest against prayer there
is the quiet assumption that there is no
living, personal God Who cares for his
Our

establis

creatures or heeds their requests.
Ogden friend's argument

for rain, if wvalid, would hold good
against all kinds of prayer. Those who

speak of prayer as if it was to teach God
and make Him the instrument of human

caprice, should remember Paley's wisce
words: “It may seem good to the

wisdom of God to give us, in answer to
our prayers, what it would not seem
good to the same divine wisdom to give
us without prayer.” — Intermountain
Catholic,
————— A ———
THE LOST CAUSE.

Though men outside the Catholic
Church are divided on the subject of
religion as never before, though the
preachers are talking to empty benches
and the divinity schools are all but
expty, there is no topic on which there
is more talk than rel gion, and of the
making of religion there is no end.

No farrago of nonsense is too foolish
to gain advocates and adherents, 1o ex-
ploded theory or error of past eenturies
is too incoherent or self-contradictory
to escape a revival, Publicists a.nd
quacks are pulling over the rubbish
heaps of history to find some apparently
novel view of the universe or explana-
tion of human life.

Mrs. Besant imports her Anglicized
theosophy, Mrs. Eddy gives forth her
pronouncements withall the «'\:\gga\rntetl
geriousness of an imitation priestess.
Dr. Worcester seeks to infrinee on 1\.1 S.
Kddy's patent and drive the ph:\'slm:‘ms
out of business. Sanford proelaims him-
self the new Elijah, and lua.t of nll. Dr.
Eliot, in a moment of inspl}‘o(l leisure
invents a “ new religion,” which Bu.ddhu
might have pronounced old fashioned
even in his day. But all the"e. self-
elected prophets are quoted and inter-

the contrary are groundless, This will

viewed find followers and enthusiastic

admit ] and the endless, noisesome sq

| everywhere goes calmly on with her

against prayer |

1t would seem that noth-

But underneath the specious elaims

lack of
intelligent

sin-

These people are

They know

The very faet

Their are like

They

know it. theories

Dr. Kliot's theory in particular is a
hopeless one, It is the
man who has abandoned

To ong who has followed (he history
this country, its
and harsh rules of
conduet which were the rule fifty years
ago, its denominational colleges and
schools, its exaggerated championship of
the Bible, and contrasts the former con-
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dition with the tota! disorganization of | it now « te.—N. Y. Freeman's Journal, la
to-day and the disappearance of any real IS —— 11 st
ere or positive belief on the essentials FOLLOW THE DICTATES |OF t o«
of re n, these evanescent pronounce- CONSCIENCE. £ A
ments indicate Lhe last gasp., On every in 1
side are empty conventicles, colleges The Marquis of Ripon recently by t
wholly secularized or given over to the | granted an interview to a writer on the

teaching ot rationalism and atheism, | staff of the Review of Reviews in which L or
ministers who have no definite beliefs | he gave iy interesting ¢ of 168
whatever, and unchureched millions who the act life fro which he has t |
have brokem definitely with all ereed retired f his versi to N
and religlous sanction of conduet, This | Catholi ,and the fact that this step .‘;

is the actual condition on which a false had not dered his official career, he

glamor is being placed by specious and said : i
voluble writers and preachers, Protest- “ Thi very remarl and I owe ¢
antism is a dead body which these men that t Gladstone. I joined tvrat
are attem)  to make move by mechan- | the Cat Chureh 1 was fully con- i?‘u-yr represented by our rs, a
ical contriv use the old | vinced that by that act I had cut mysell | T asl ou to shout with me % Joi
rames for thing 18 but in their | off forev from public service, and t e d'Are.’ "

mouths these have videly different | Times t me so with the ¢ I'he speech was greeted with a

meat Divested of all their verbiage
less materialism.

What is there inall the antique errors
that are yearly paraded before us as re-
ligions, to feed the starving heart of
man or 1ift up his spirit to a higher con-
duct and purer life? They are but the
vaporings of charlatans, the senile out-
pourings of shallow talkers. All their
large promises, their vain boastings, |
their prating about brotherhood and |
humanitarianism would not furnish forth
the devotedness of one small Sister of
Charity who believes in God and serves
Him with all her heart.

“Vanity of vanities.” They have
thrown away the pearl of great price and
exhibit in triumph the empty shell,
They toil all day to make bricks without

straw. Their labor is foredoomed to
faiiure because *“they have nol kKnown
Him.” Having persuaded themselves

that Christ was no more than a man,
that miracles are lies, that revelation is
a failure, they have nothing left but the
broken shreds of demolished heresies,
ump of
fallen human nature. These men offer for
old lamps new lamps that will not burn,
They are religious bankrupts. The battle
is lost and they stand among the corpses
shouting in faltering notes that they
have won.

And the Catholie Church here and

work as she has for ages, regarding all
the noise and fuss as but the repetition

of what she has witnessed time and
again in the past. They talk, invent,
and vex the souls of men with vain

questionit and she goes on garnering
in souls and waiting for the coming of
Him “Who will make all things new.”
Pilot.

———

ATTITUDE OF CATHOLICS TOWARD
EVOLUTION.

The fol'owing conclusions presented
by Father Muckermann, S. J., in the
fifth volume of the Catholic Eneylo-
lnzmlin.irlqliu;x(u\\'l\;\t the Chureh teaches
as the proper attitude to be observe d
by Catholies towards the much dis-
puted theory of Evolution.

Here are the conclusions :

(a) The origin of life is unknown to
science.

(b) The origin of the main organie
types and their prineipal subdivisiuns
are likewise unknown to science.

(¢) There is no evidence in favor of
an ascending evolution of organic forms.
That is to say it cannot be asserted that
man evolved from the lowest forms of
animal life upwards.

(1) There is no
merely probable srgument
the animal origin of man. The earliest
human fossils and the most ancient
traces of culture refer to a true reason-
ing man as we know him to-day

(¢) Most of the so-called systematic
species and genera were certainly not
ecreated as sueh, but originated by a
process of either graduated or saltatory
evolution. Changes which extend be-
vond the range of variation observed in
the human species, have thus far not
been strietly demonstrated, either ex-
perimentally or historically.

(f) There is very little known as to
the causes of evolution. The greatest
diffieulty is to explain the origin and
constaney of “new” characters and the
teleology of the process. Darwin's
patural selection is a negative factor
only. The moulding influence of the
environment eannot be doubted ; but at
present we are unable to ascertain how
far that influence may extend. Lam-
arck's “inheritance of acquired char-
acters " is not exactly proved, nor is it
ovident that really new forms can arise
by mutation or simple change.

“In regard to the alleged blood-re-
lationship between man and the higher
apes, it is admitted that the blood of
man is chemically similar to that of the
anthropoid apes.

It does not fo'low, however, that this
chemical similarity must be attributed
to any kinship of race.

trace of even a
in favor of

The mistake arises from the confusion
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so live that
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Noble words and worthy of a Catholi
statesman.

He so closely unites Himself t
ne ofus in Holy Communion, w
and familiarl

when
each
would converse lovingly
with Him. In those m

precions of our life, and the

of a dead line and

acts,

candidates for the elery and
vancing the age for ordination. Th
i< in direct opposition to the idea

many of the Protestant churches, no
ably the Methodist Protestant, that

as early as possible, whether educatic
ally prepared or unprepared.  (
course, if a man is to be superannuate
by his church at forty
under
little
said, the

time to work., But, as
Catholie  Church

annuate her ministry at the age
forty.

which must follow ?

years in philosophy,
toecology, courses in

four years
the Seri

ozy, e

Gregorian chaut, higher law, Frenc

German,
that has

and in some cases
this is the course

tion
say

an advance on this, No wonder t
Catholie priost,hnml is such a power,
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sharpen the edge of the ministry is
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ministry until he was thirty years old.
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What Gairdner Shows.

continues to give its readers extrac
from Dr. Gairdner’s
“Lollardy and the Reformation.” As

of the ideas *similarity of blood " and

Rome, the Lamp will not agree wi

gards

ror men who are growing

world,
as in all the other affairs of life, accept

moral
govern- ous

all those over whom you

your first object is to make truth and

Ah, if we could only realize theter der-
ness, the depth of Christ's love for us,

ments, the most
happiest,

heeause of the high | O'er the bells o' this tov
standard of education and preparation
for the ministry which the Church ex-
But not content with the stand-
ards which now prevail, Pope Pius X,
recently gave orders for a unive rsal ad-
vance of the standards to be applied to
also ad-

man must get into the active ministry

years of age,
the Catholie rule he would have
we have
does not

She rightly considers that her

required to take a four years' college
course as a preparation to six years ex-
acting study in the higher institution
We say exacting
study, for the course includes now two

tures, exegesis, canon law, moral theol-
esiastical history, homilecties,

Hebrew, Italian, natural seiences, elocu-
We
pre-
vailed : but now the Pope has decreed

is not possible to accomplish a good
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recent book,

The Petrie Manufacturing Co.

advocate of the reunion of Anglicanism | Head Office and Factory, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

and Protestant Episcopalian.sm with i :
th BRANCHI \'{ Winnipeg, Man. ; St

Gairdner's proj tion that
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¢ Ould Lad o' the Bells.
tial

I | The bell o' St. Mark,

d How it moithers the air !

Sure, I can't un'erstand
All the hells in this land
- I declare
of But it's quare—

Whin the bells o'er the
an' grand.
' | Now whin I was a boy,

By the town o' Clonmel,
I drank nothin' but joy
. From the rim of a bell,
‘l Was it rung for two wed,
Was it summons to prayer,

t

n iy

" Was it tolled for wan dead,
Still the music was there ;

o Every hill-side an’ glen

Fvery hollow and glade
itang agen an' agen

Wid the echoes it made,
An' the good folk that trod

To the eall o' the bell
Gave a “Glory to God 1”

For whatever befell
Don't I mind

Me a wec

0
e
¥
bless me soul !

curly head

we should present to our de rd all
our neecds, tll.u~. f our friends,of our pas- How we heard l‘.:- bells toll
tors, of the whole Chureh. Whin O'Connell was dead
4 I eanu 1 that e day,
R Aye ! 1 see messel' wel
METHODIST OPINION OF OUR CATH- | As I stopped in me
OLIC PRIESTHOOD. At the sound o' tl 113

| An'I hold in me ear

There is no que that the A1l its music that's past,
ministry of the Catholic Church is a | Tho' it's sixty-two year
success, says the Methodist Recorder. | Since I heard it the last.
Il is partially due to the fact that | For I can't live it down,
there no recognition by the Church An' I hear it ring vet

Wid their tears

Hark !
The hell o' St. Mark.

How it moithers the air
Sure, it aught to be gay,
"Tis a weddin’, they say

is I declare
of But it's quare.
t. | Whin the bells o'er the
a ous alway.
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