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HOW ROBIN SREAST CAME TO0
IRELAND.

It was an Esstern land. The air
was full of the scent of flowers and
aromatic shrubs, and the bees were
hammiog. There were little busterflies
among the anemones, and the tall palm
trees cast short shadows on the grass
The son shone brilliantly on the M rant
of Olives, and the sunbeams danced on
the waters of the Cedron. In the
gtreets of Jerusalem an unwonted com
motion reigned. Oat from the city
walls thronged a great maltitude, and
the low hoarse murmur of many voices
filled the air. Angry passions sat on
men's faces and dis-orted them from
the likeness of Ove Who moved in their
midst and Whom they knew not. Oan
His face thore was a beauty surpassiog
that of man, a holiness, a meekaness, and
a loveliness indescribable by human
pen. He bore on His shounlders the
heavy weignt of the cross, aad myriad
angels counted each precious drop of
blood as it ell unheeded and marked
His way to Calvary. Slowly and pan-
tally He toiled up its rough steep.
Among the multitude were some whose
hearts ached for His»uff seings, and #ho
yearned to comfort Him, and He, see
ing into their hearts, turned His eyes
on shem, and &s they met those looks
ol piercing swe-tness they bowed
lowly and oelieved, indeed, He was
their Lord and God. At a distance
followed the D.vina Mother, divided
from Jesns by the fierce soldiery. Her
face reflooted the i:describable charm
and beanty of His, and it bore the
impress of & sorrox that throuzh all
the ages was like unto no other human
sorrow, At length, Calvary was
reached. At each step of the sorrow
ful journey men's passions had grown
fercer, and now on Calvary s heights
they reached their climax. Blasphem-
ies, shouts of scorn and derision were
teard on every side, yet the face of
Jesus, agoonized and suffering on the
cross, gre # in exceediog beau:y.

High in the air, near to the city
walls, & white-breasted robin sang
Some strange force drew him thither
to Calvary, and he fluttered to the
foot of the crosse. The thorn-crowued
Head drooped lower and falater, and
the agony of Jesus was greater. Toe
bird heart stirred with pity. Witn
tiny beak it flew at the bard nails and
tried ite little best to wrench them
torth. In vain! FKoiled in its gener-
ous attempts, quivering and panting,
Robin fell to the ground. The thorn
spikes pressed heavily on that sad
crowned Head. Again Robin flow up
wards, and this time he succeeded in
deawing one thorn spike, and in its
plsce a drop of blood came forth and
fell on Robin’'s woite breast and dyed
ite feathers in a crimson glory. He
to Wnom the least of things created
is of account, rewarded Robin. Hence
forth he and all his alwer race will bear
on their breasts that red jewel, and
Robin will be known as ** Robin Red
breast God's Own Bird."

And now the hour of man's redemp-
tion has come. Tae great sacrifi e was
consummated, and Je-us died. Ia that
hour darkness spread all over the land;
the sea rose ; the rocks burst assunder;
the earth opened; and the dead arose.
The wild beasts rushed afirighted to
their lairs. Men trembled witn terror,
and believed, too late, and recognized
in this upheaval ot Nature eartd's
anguish for its Creator.

Robin Redbreast's song was heard
no more in Palestine. tle sought a
iand where such things as be had seen
sn that dread I'riday might not be.
He looked for the last time on scenes
irageant with consecrated wmemories.
Below the vale of Jehoisophat lay in
shadow. Bethiehem the favored was
throned among the hills where the
sogels first sang that hymn now of
such variance with men's minds. He
dew by oorn swept valieys and flelds
 waving wheat : the apricot trees
and the pomegranate trees were rich in
promise of an abundant narvest, and
the larks sang over the face of the
land. The Dead Sea was beautiful in
its arid desolation. The waters of the
Jordan were calm and peacefal. In a
lovely sunlit glow Robin lingered by
the Sea gf Galilee, fringed by rosy
oleanders and flowering shrabs, and
pomegranate trees with socarlet blos
soms, whose shores the saored feel
of Jesus bad so often trod, and whose
waters He stilled to peace. He sipped
from the fountain 6f Cana. Nazareth
lay on the slope of the oypress-olad
pills, and Magdals, the home of Mary
Magdalen, amia oleanders and Orapge
groves where nightingales sang.

With a great bird sigh Robin turned
his course and travelled A WeAry space
%0 the sea. He flew over the deep
waters of the Adriatic. Now and then
he rested his tired wing on sowe
friendly mast. In the fair [waiian
\ities, in the sunny land of KFrance,
hs tarried not nor rested uonuil one
morning ho saw afar in a golden sun-
rise, like an emerald sot in the ocean,
an island in a Northern sea. lis
rocky coastline repelled not Robin.
Jabtle instinct dre~ him thither, and
he landed on the shores of Krin. Still
the tired wings drooped pot. He flew
over green flelds and meadows Of
golden promize snd north wards to
lidia.

A brilliant suoshine lighted ap the
grey walls of the Palace of Kmanua,

its ramparts, turrets, and domes, fam
ous in song snd story : the homs of the
Kings ot Ulidia. The banner of Ulidia
swong heavily from the barbican
tonched by the soft breezes. Bat sor-
row and gloom were within the palace.
Tor many years King Uonor Mac Nussa
had lived a death in life within its
regal halls. It was a sorrowfal day for
Ulidia when Conmor Mac Nessa gave
battle %o the clansmen of Conacia, for
ae was borne fron the fleld with the
'.i)all of Mesgedra buried in his kead.
The moment the ball came fortn, the
“log would die. Thus spoke Fingen,
the Royal Physician:—

st long 'midat tho people who love him King
.» _, Conor Mao N 'aaa may reign,
it always (he high pulse of passion bo keph

from his heary and his braio :
And for this I lay down his esvrictions -0
more from (hia day shall his plice

15 with armi 8 in bities, or hostiogs. or load
ing he vanof ho ohase !

And take heed that the bright eyes of woman
b~ kept from hies aigh; above all ;
For if hoart theilllog j ivsunce or anger a.while
o'er hi«b dng hvs power,
The ball will suar, forth feom his forehead and
surely he dies in that hour
Conor Mac Nessa obeyed ; bat soon
he wearied o inaction H» longed
again to be foremost in the battle, the
strong champion of right and the
verror of his foss the centre of the revel
when the wine cup was pledged by
«allant hearts, and the miostrels
awakened their harps to give homage
to valour and to beauty.
In the king's chamber deep silence
reigned and footsteps moved with
wufll d tread. Wicthout the birds twit
tered 8 gay carillon ; it breezas
played among the flowers and ths
grasses ; sweet sunshine and the glory
of early sammer were e¢verywhere.
Bat the happy sights and sounds of
aature aroand him only whispered
sorrow and daspair to Conor Mac
Nessa. In an eastern turret of the
palace sly suabeams stole through the
mtticed windows of the hall which
served as the abode of the princesses
of Enn and their attend=ncs, [vs walls
were hung with silken draperies, and
1t was farnished with gold-embroidered
souches and tables inlaid with silver.
e floor was covered with the skins
of woif and otter The gloom that
Alled the palace had also fouod a hom+
nere. Seated in the farthest corner of
the apartaeant was & beautiful giel.
tier rich anbara tresses were bonad by
a silver crescent. She wore a fl ywing
robe of mauve satin trimmed with sott
down. A siuken scart threadei with
gold was helds in place on her lef:
shoalder by a gold brooch set in gems
Kar rings of tarquiise and ewmerald
wore on her ears. and bands of gold
1astened at her wrist:; a heavy gold
chain huog from her neck, and on her
flugers were rings of great value. She
s+t in & listening actitnde, and occa
sionally glanced w(th eagerness through
the lavticed window to the coartyard
velow. Preseatly a warder's horn,
anaoancing the arrival of a visitor of
note, rang trom the tower, and the
girl's fair face flashed to the temples,
as a young maa of poole bearing, driv
ing a maznificent chariot and followed
by a small retinue, entered the great
portals of the palace. A swifv glance
shot from his eyes upwards, and a
samile, radiant aod loving, lighted up
the girl's face hid from his observation.
Fitting mate for a princess of Erin was
Nualt I Heir of a princely house, he
uad been for two years travelling in
Kastern couatries, and was buat now
retarned. H» was clad in a rich
mantle trimmed with fur and embroid
ered with gold and claspd by a
massive brooch ; in tight ficting no e
and satin kirtle and over tuoic of
purple cloth of Damascus. A sword
with nilt of embossed gold hung from a
jewelled belt eacrusted with diamon is
In (he great ball of the castle, fully
seventy feet in length, its walls decor
ated with shields and armour and mas-
sive farpiture and gold embroidered
draperies, were assembled to greet him
many of the nobles and chieftains o
Ulidia. Clad in the uniform of their
orders, their high and haazhty bearing
proclaimed their station. They gath
ered round Niall with many cries of
welcome.
Later Nia'l had audience with King
Couor. Waoat strange stocy does he
murmur low into the ear >f the king ?
Why do the king s eyes flash ard glow
with their olden fire ? He listened
while Niall tola how in an Eastern land
he had found Him Wao is God alone.
He was sent by tis Father on hign to
earth to teach men the trath. ke be
came man, like unto him in all things,
but in his sioful natare. Unlike to
earthly kings, [le came to serve and
not to rule, to bless, to soothe the
sorrowfal, to heal the sick, to raise the
dead to life. to labor and to point the
way to a heaven where never cowes
gorrow or pain. His kingdom was Love.
But wicked men rose in their pride
and fury and put Him to death, and
while He hung on the cross in agony
te prayed not for justice and venge
ance on [lis murderers, but that they
might be forgiven.
The twilight faded into darkness.
The story was told. King Conor was
on his fest. He called wildly for his
sword., He would go forth. He would
lead his warriors to battle once more,
and punish that wicked pation that
had dared to putto death a Lord so
mild and so merciful. +is breast
heaved ; his frame shook with emotion;
the ball leapt forth from his head, avd
commending his soul to Him Whom he
would fain have served, King Conor
Mac Nessa fell dead.

Saddenly in the hushed stillzess of
the death chamber, a little bird, red-
breasted, perched on the canopy of the
king's couch, aud sang out in goldea
melody, trill and tril and trill. The
little throat seemed as if it woud
burst. For the first time sinco that
awiul day on Calvary's heights rooin
poured forth in sweetest s01g. The
bird heart felt at rest. Here at last
was a land where he migac sing his
praises to Ilim Wno created nim. High
above the wails and sobs of the mourn-
ers the glad strain went on. M.ny of
them listening wondered exceeding,
and Baruch, the chief druid, was sent
tor, to explain the strange phenom-
euon.

Amid kindly pomp and a nation's
sorrow King Conor mac Nesss was laid
to rest, and when the stars were oub
and only night kept watch by his
tomb, Baruch, the ch ef druid, came
hicher. He knelt with his face to the
blast. He was tired with many night
ly vigils and he soon slept, and while
he slept he saw mauy things as if in a
vision. He saw in & lard ol sanshine
aad beauty a Maa God put to death by
His chosen people, and in all the great
croation that witnessed His sufferings,
only one tiny, white-breasted bird
strove to allay the angnish of His
agony. White breast was rewarded.
Bearing on his breast a royal gusrdon,
he flew straight with a message from
the Cross to Krin, and to him was
given the power in pweotest song to
idterprot that wessage to the hearts of
Krin's children. Toat message bore
feait. Baruch saw the death of Pagan

glory. He saw her as the land of
saints and scholars, of kings and chief-
taios of . bigh renown. Many came
from distant climes to drink from ber
stores of wisdom and of learning.

The scene ohanged. Hsr princes
were aliens, and her people slaves.
tHer temple and her altars were razed ;
her fair lands and valleys were the
prey of the Sooiler, and the Royal
sunburst set in gloom. But in its
place was reared the banner ot the
Cross. Tarough it in every age, and
in every clime, the sons of Erin shall
emgqaer. [t glory may ve dimmed for
a time, but it shall end only on the
Resurrection morniog when the Cross
shall be surmounted by a crown, and
an Kternal Day shall dawn for Krin.
Baruch awskened. It was the dawn
ing of ths day. With its birth came
the light of the trae faith to Baruch's
soul. Hard by R)bin Redbreast sang
his golden song. K.O0C.

e —

MORAL ASPECTS OF SULICIDE.

CARDINAL GIBBONS' ARTICLE IN THE CEN-
TURY MAGAZINE.

In the January wsue of he Century
Magazine, Cardinal Gibbons writes on
*Tae Moral Aspect ot Saicide.'’ In
the course of the article he says :

*( have now lying before me the
offl sial record of saicides in the United
8 ates from 1885 to 1903, which is cal

culated 0 excite \n every patriotic and
hamane breastseatiments of compassion
aad deep concern. These statistics
show 4 eteady increase In nineteen
years in this class of crime and misery.
[a the history of the Hibre# people, as
recorded in the pages of the Old Testa-
ment aod in the history of the primi-
vive Caristians contained in the new
Testa nent, [ can recall the names of cnly
five persons wno ended their lives by
their own bhands. And to the honor of
tne female sex it can be affi-med that
in the whole nar-ative of the Bible
there is not a solitary iostance of any
womaa iaflicting death on herwelf. Tne
reasons for the rarity of this crime
amoog the worshipers of Jebovah and
of Christ are easily explained. Thse
people were taught to believe thit sell

aarder was & grevious sin and that
maa was responsible to God in life to
come for tne iniqaities done in the
flesh

** Virgil, the great Mantuaa poet, fol

lowing the traditioaal beliel of the an

cient Romans, consigns to Tartarns a
victim of self-destruction, thouzh she
was stained with no other crime., Bai

cide was, however, regarded as a her
owe virtoe among the S.oics of pagan
R me.

¢ Maay of its most illustrious ci:izens
sompassed their own death, and the in
flaence of their pernicious exsmoles
served as an inceative to otners by lend
ing additional luster to tne deed, just
as the habit of duelling in certain
periods of Eoglish avd American bis
tory was deemed honorable because it
was sanctioned and exercised by citi
zens en | rying pablic estecm. Cato was
reputea anong the most distinguished
and wisest of Roman sages. He put an
eud to his life rather than submit to
the huailiati n of having it prolonged
by the clemeucy of the victorious
Caesar. He disdained to survive by
the grace aad tavor of his enemy. And
yet by a strange inconsistency he ad
vises his beloved soa to placate Caesar.
For surely it could not be dishonorable
in the facher and at the same time hon
orable in the soa to accept favors from
a triumphaot adversary. By the canons
of right reason the self inflicted death
of Cato must be regarded not as an sct
of sublime coucage but of moral coward
ice.

*¢ A to the causes of suicide, there
is no doubt that a considerable number
of them are due to a disordered and un
balanced miand, for whichit is hoped the
unfortunate victims are not fully res-
ponsible. But after making all due
allowances for suicide mania, the great
bulk of those who compass their own
death act with deliveration and are
accountable to God and man for the
deed they comait. Whatever may be
the immediaze incentive to suicides,
they can be primarily traced to moral
cowardice and to the absence of relig
ious restraints. Kven the pagan phil
osopher Aristotle ascribes these acts to
a waat of moral courage.

““ As to moral aspects, suicide is
manifestly forbidden by the divine law.
One of the Command nents of the de-
calogue declares * Thou shalt not kill. ’
To make the law as comprehensive as
possible, it is not ssid * thou shalt not
kill thy neighoor,’ which quaalitying
phrase is employed in some ot theotoer
Commandments. For instance, ‘' Taou
shalt nos bear false witness against thy
neighbor; thou shalt not covet thy
neighbos's hhuse. ' Thne prohibition to
kill is therefore absolute. It forbids
the taking of humau !ife whether by
suicide or homicide.

“Voluntary self marder is not only a
violation of the divine law, but is also
a crime against society, we being social
beings. We owe a duty tothe common
wealtn as woll as to ourselves. Wema
tually depend on one another like the
members of our physical body. * For
none of us livath to himself and no man
diech to himself.’ Huaman soctety mcy
be compared to a grand army, every
member of which has a special place
and mission assigned to him by his sov
ereign commander. To abandon the
post of daty intrusted to a sentinel is
regarded by the military code a most
cowardly act which is panishel wich
extreme rigor. What less does the sui
eide do than basely abandon the situa
tion assigned to him in the warfare of
life ? ;

¢ And there is no vice more contag-
fous than co~ardly desertion. [To is
often followed by a general mautiny
Che same is traue of suicide Waen a
few deeds of selt-murder are widely cir
calated by the press, they are not in-
fr« queatly followed by namerous volua
tary slaughters. A suicidal wave rolls
over the land.

**Phe tallacy of the assertion that the
suicide injares no one but himself is
manifest when we consider the dire
consejnances vhich such a statemen®
may iavolvs, Sappose that a namber

wera to blow out their brains in the

A . ‘i
AL night, when tha bargneb is fl whing, hip
mensure of wine muat he s il

jsm acd the dawn of Curistianity in

{irin, Down the centuries be saw her

ot the leading men of a community

The whole

town would be thrown into confusion, |
basiuess would be partly paralyzed,
and a reigo of dirquiet and uncertainty
would prevail before confidence was re- 1
stored, and then consider the lecacy of
sorrow and of suffering which tne self |
destroying father leaves to the inne:
eircle of his wife and children.

*It would be a painful, fruit!ess task
to discass the moral diseases of suicide,
unless a reu edy were suggested, which
is the chief parpose of thess reflactions,
“[t ina sigaificant fact that in coun
tries and districts where the Christian
religion exercises a dominantsway, and
where its teachiogs are faithially prac
ticed, self murder is almost uoknown,
and when such a tragedy occurs it
excites uawonted horror throughout
the commanity.

*I maintain, then, that a sovereign
antidote aga'nst suicide is to be found
in a strict compliance with the lessons
sot before us by the relizion of Christ,
“The righteous man, therefore, when
subj:cted to the privation of health, of
friends and of tamporal prosperity, or
to the unmerited laws of hi« good name
cease the hand of God io the adversities
which vefall him, and bears them with
composure and equaimity.

“Toe uprignht Caristisan believes not
only in the sanctity of human saffering
but also in its heavenly recompenss
when endured for Christ's sake. H-
shares in the sentiments of the aposcle
who says our present tribulation,
which is momentary a.d light, worketh
for us above messura exceedingly n
eteraal weight of glory, and that the
suflorings of this world ar- not worthy
to be compared with the glo y to come,
which shall be revealed to us.

*““Bat the re'igion of Christ is not
only & consolation o tre rigate yus man
in his tribulations, it also exerts a
powerful influence in deterring the
Christian traosgre:sor from taking |
away his own liie, because he kuows
that suicide is murder, and that no
murderer hath eternal life abiding in
himself. He believes in the priceless
value of repentance, which caa transter
a moral leper into cne of God's elecc
and an angel of darkness ioto an |
aogel of light, He is taught by the
prophet thai by contritely accusing
hiaself, if his sins be as scarlet, they
shall be made white as suow, and 1
they be red as crimson they shall be
white as wool.

*‘Surely if anyone might be excused
for shortening his life the patriareh Job
woald have been justifled in putuing
an end to his miserable existence when
he was oppressed by the overwhelming |
weizht of misery which afllicted him
His vody is covered with ulcers ; he is
suddenly deprived of his possessions, |
pbereit of his children; he is stung by
the reproaches of his wife and mocked
by bis talse friends. The words of this
model patience have been the comfort
and support of all succeeding ages:
*The Lord giveth and the Lord hath
taken aw~sy ; as it h.s pleased the Lord
80 is it done ; blessed be the name of
the Lord." KEvery impartial jooge who
compares the life of Job wicn tnat of
Cato will accord a higher degree of
hervic virtue to the saint of the Bible
than to the sage of Ucica. TChe one
yielded to the storm of adversity ; the
other bravely confronted it.”

PATRICK OR PALLADIUS’

INTERESTING QUESTION RAISED IN BIO
GRAPHY OF IRELAND 8 APOSTLE BEING
PUBLISHED IN ROME

No work on 8t. Patrick has ever
come from Rome. Lanigan, Colgan,
and the rest of the great workers on
the saint's history may have associa-
tions with the continent : thus, Col
gan's ** Trias,”” which was the fQrst
notable biographical effort about the
Apostle, bears the name of a Flemish
publishing house, for at the time per
secution raged in Ireland. Manu-
scripts about St. Patrick and his mis-
slon abound at Rome and in Italy, but
they were known little or not at all in
the past, and even a writer like Car-
dinal Moran, though he worked in
Rome, never took up Patrician study.
The same may be said of the Celtic
manuscripts of Rome which do not
deal with the great saint of the Celts ;
Nigra and others have published those
of North I[taly, but no one those of
1 me.

But now we have a complete bio-
graphyol S5 Patrick issued from Rome
under the highest auspices, that of the
Irish College, which, as i« beftting the
pational institation,is dedicated to the
apostle and patron saint of the race.
The college edits a guarterly, under
the inviting title ot the Seven Hills
Magazine, and in the third number of
this, that for December, begins the
** Life and Literature of St. Patrick,"
by De. W.lliam J. D. Croke.

The writer has in past years pub
lished a good deal about his sabject,
and his publications have attracted a

| order.

| his statements

| ot Irish historians from both, explain

good deal of attention in general, and thancatio
egpecially from learned quarters, such R l‘lﬂtlt "“l'
as the Billandists the Louvaio Revu
"Histoire Ecclesiastique,” ote. Assumyption College

He has now flnished his researches MFOWICH. ONY
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the Introduction and Cuapters | and - 1

N p PR - ol ) | i
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by itself, for the incrodacetion deals | A ) Y & ) ] AT 3
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and proposes pass in review
eriticise all this literatuce io

to and
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logical order, and try to dissipate ) ”
. JjwenffSound., Mnt
more serious difficulties. Tnen, in the | a kee
first two chapters, the position o . e m |‘
Prosper of Aquitaine, the first witness | urse d /:../r?u;ﬁ
aboat the conversion of the Irsh o | Shorthand r,;},, vriting, ar u,,,,/,(,m'
Christianity, is sketehed and studied | tory tude admitted at time
Dealing with the period and eareer | ymer wednesd Jan.
of this Gaulish historian, Dr, Croke | =0d 1907
writes : o : v address free
That the assertions of 0. A FLENING, PHAbRAL

Prosper of
Aquitaine about the conversion of the |
island shounld have found repetition at
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