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notes of the week.
the MONTH OF MARY. During 

this month in every Catholic parish 
church there are held special ex­
ercises in honor of the Blessed Vir-

gin; her altar is decorated; lit-
aaies and rosaries are recited ; 
Md no Catholic family should al­
low any of the exercises to pass 
without sending one of its members 
to assist at them.

DANGERS OF CREMATION. — 
From every imaginable standpoint 
we have argued against the pagan 
custom of cremation. Above all 
since our own city has been inflicted, 
at a great cost to some people, with 
a crematory, we have sought to 
show that from the religious point 
of view the Catholic Church, like in 
scores of other important matters af­
fecting society, is the only one 
right. From the social side there 
are equally important considera­
tions. Also the matter must be stud­
ied in its aspect as regards sanitary 
regulations of the city.

The Government in England is 
making an effort to cope with the 
dangers that arè  ̂obviously to be­
come the results of this system of 
burning the dead. The regulations, 
very minute and specific, which ure 
sought to be introduced, tell on the 
face of them the need there is for a 
check to this undesirable and unna­
tural mode of disposing of the de­
parted. According to “The Review’’ 
these regulations:— •

“Provide that every crematorium 
must have the authority of the 
Home Secretary, and that no body 
shall be burned against the express­
ed wish ofs1ts original possessor. 
Moreover, no body may be burned 
before registration of death, except 
on a coroner’s certificate, or with­
out official application for a permit 
on the part of executors or relatives 
after filing the requisite statutory 
declarations. Further, no cremation 
is to be permitted unless tnj wjrtl- 
cates be given by a registered medi­
cal practitioner who can certify de­
finitely as to the cause o.f death, and 
by a medical referee; (b)1 unless a 
post-mortem examination has been 
made by a medical practitioner, ex­
pert in pathology, appointed by the 
cremation authority, or, m h case 
of emergency, by the medical referee 
appointed by such authority; or (c) 
unless an inquest has been held. Tho 
written authority or the medical re­
feree, who must be a medical prac­
titioner of not less than five years’ 
standing, must algo be produced." 
Recently there wad the case of a pub­
lican who poisoned at least three 
women. No conviction could ever 
have been obtained against him had 
the bodies of his victims been crem­
ated. The grand purpose of the reg­
ulation^! n question is to meet the 
object of persons who fear that cre­
mation will be a help in the conceal­
ment of crime—-especially in the case 
of poisoning. The result in England 
of this legislative movement is yet a 
matter of speculation. But referring 
to the United States, the organ a- 
bove quoted uses this emphatic lang­
uage:— /

“In our own land of laxity and ot= 
ficial corruption, it is to be feared, 
the most stringent regulations with 
regard to cremation would not have 
the desired effect; bUt they might de­
ter many from disposing of their 
dead by cremation, since the aver­
age person dreads post-mortems and 
Inquests.”

It ie quite evident that when the 
Church set her face directly and un­
compromisingly against cremation, 
she had in view the social 

: er<d interests of the human

the same in regard to matters of di­
vorce; and in every other subject 
that is calculated to interest the 
great mass of thé human family. And 
it is just as clear, for we have no ex­
amples of the contrary, that in every 
case the state and society must even­
tually come around to an admission 
of the Church’s wisdom and recti­
tude. There is no praise more elo­
quent than imitation. When you imi­
tate another person in anything, you 
actually acknowledge that person's 
superiority in that special direction. 
So is it with the State, or society, 
and the Church; the very aooption of 
her teachings in practice proves the 
excellence of all that she enunciates. 
We sincerely hope that the aim of 
the British Government be attained, 
for its realization would mean peace, 
contentment and happiness.

ELABORATE IMITATION. — We 
have been greatly amused with a 
very long account, appearing In one 
of our New York exchanges of the 
ceremonies of a high ritualistic char­
acter that take place in the Church 
of St. Mary the Virgin and that of 
St. Ignatius. We are told that while 
the same tenets of faith are iNud in 
Trinity Church still the vestments 
are not so elaborate nor are the 
ceremonials so very Catholic in 
form. For example in Trinity the 
celebrant of holy communion wears 
a chasuble; of linen, and not of silk 
or satin in colors to correspond with 
the season. But in the other two 
churches, we find almost a perfect 
imitation of the Catholic ceremoni­
als. Here are a few of the obser­
vances in these churches:—

‘There are the altar eucharistie 
lights, colored stoles, processional 
cross for the boy choirs, fasting 
communion, auricular confession, ac­
olytes and all the ritualistic features 
of the full services with the excep­
tion of those that are most strik­
ing.”

This is very interesting as far as 
it goes; but just follow a few. of the 
details that come next. In the two 
churches above mentioned the Sarum 
use, and not the Roman use, is em­
ployed in details of the service. Tho 
Sarum use was compiled by Osmund, 
Bishop of Sarum, when, in 1078;. he 
rebelfed against the Gregorian chant. 
His compilation was called the 
"Custom Book.”

The distinction made regarding the 
chasuble, by the Sarum use, is not 
exactly as represented in the article 
to which we refer, and which says:—

Tn the Roman Catholic Church to­
day this vestment is merely two 
flaps of silk connected by two bandé, 
through which the priest puts his 
head. Then thé bands lie on his 
shoulders. In the Sarum use the 
chasuble still retains its ancient 
form of a cloak that falls over the 
shoulders. The priest assumes it as 
does the Roman cleric by putting his 
head through the hole in the top of 
the garment. The garment looxs in 
the hand like a truncated cone. In 
euch particulars the ancient Sarum 
use which the ritualists have restor­
ed^ differs from the practices that 
have survived in the Roman Church. 
In parishes dedicated to the Blessed 
Virgin, for instance, pale blue takes 
the place of green throughout the 
Triàity season. But in the main, the 
Sarum use and the Roman are the 
same in important points.”

1% will be 
that the chasv 
Sarum use Is

however, 
as described in 

the old time 
used in the days 

form is one tin

devised centuries ago, as more con­
venient, especially as It afforded 4 ess 
obstacles in the priest's way, parti-' 
cularly in regard to the freedom of’ 
the hands and arms. But the form 
of the vestment is of small moment 
in present of the other attempt at 
imitating the Catholic Churcs

In the churches above-named the 
principal Sunday service is what 
they call the eleven o'clock Mass. 
But just follow this:—

/
‘There are always two or three 

early Low Masses for those who have 
been to confession and desire to take 
communion fasting. The rule that 
parishioners must make communion 
fasting compels them to go to the 
early Masses, and the high, or sol­
emn Mass, as it may happen to be 
is intended only for the communion 
of the priest. Low, High and sol­
emn Mass are almost tecnica! t.irms 
and have a specific meaning in the 
understanding of the clergy and the 
ritualists. A Low Mass is said with­
out music and with the assistance of 
only an acolyte. Usually it is said 
in the early morning for the persons 
who want to make communion. But 
more rarely it is said later on a 
week day to celebrate a saint’s day. 
Only two candles are lit. At High 
Mass, there are a choir, two. aco­
lytes, six candles at least, and some­
times incense, although according to 
strict rule, incense is u6ec only at a 
solemn Mass. The distinguishing 
feature of the solemn Mass is the 
participation of the deacon and sub- 
deacon who serve the celebrar.t of 
the Mass as acolytes.”

So far you would almost imagine 
that you were reading about the ser­
vices in a real Catholic Church; and 
the idea is heightened when yr>u are 
told that:—

“At the solemn Mass the thwrifer 
heads the choir procession into the 
church. The crucifer follows him, 
and then come the choir. Usually 
there are visiting clergy who bring 
up the eqd of the procession. ’

The first serious doubt dawns up­
on you when you came to the pass­
age in the description that says:—

“The Mass begins without the 
reading of the morning prayer, which 
is done in the ritualistic churches at 
an earlier service; so the communion 
service begins as it does ib the pray­
er book with the Decalogue. If the 
Decalogue has been read after morn­
ing prayer it is sometimes omitted 
at the High or solemn Mass. "

There is something not. genuine 
here; at least so it flashes upon the 
Catholic mind. But that doubt is 
almost banished by this description 
of the Mass itself.

“The culebrant wears a chasuble 
and the deacon ana sub-deacon ane 
clad in dalmatics, or long silk 
cloaks that come to the knee. All 
wear red or white cassocks and while 
albs, sometimes of lace;. but in the 
ritualistic churches more frequently 
of fine linen. The sub-deacon reads 
the Epistle and the deacon marching 
to the Gospel side of the altar with 
the thurifer and the crucifer and the 
master of ceremonies, it this func­
tionary is serving, reads the Gospel 
from a book which the subnleaeon 
rests on his head. Sometimes the al­
tar procession, as it is called, may 
Include more than the deacon, sub- 
deacon, thurifer, cruqifer and cele­
brant. There mqy be acolytes and 
candle-bearers in any number that 
may tend to increase the effectiveness 
or beauty of the procession.”

One more quotation:—

"The deacon, of course, incenses 
the book of the Gospel before he 
reads and- kisses it. If there i* to 
be a sermon from the celebrant of 
the Mass, the two assist him to re­
move his chasuble and hang the vest­
ment on the Gospel side^ of the al­
tar. The chasuble is reserved only 
for the celebration of the Mass and 
is not worn for a sermon. The dea- 
as Che acolytes do in the other Mass, 
brant during the solemn Mass, just 
con ano sub-deacon serve the cele- 
They bring the water and the nap­
kin for the ablutions and they per­
form all the other duties of the aco­
lytes' It is they who help to put 
the chasuble again over the head of 
the celebrant after he has finished 
the sermon.”

We need go no farther with this 
elaborate account. We have quoted 
enough to show that they come as 

to the Çâtholic
it is

But after all how hollow and how 
meaningless the entire imitation is to 
us. What is the use of it? TTieir 
Mass is, after all, only a going 
through forms in costume, after a 
certain theatrical fashion. The one 
8înd only grand requisite is, absent ; 
and in Its absence the whole perfor­
mance, serious and earnest as these 
good people are, becomes a mere 
mockery. It is the great sacrifice, 
not figurative, but actual, that con­

stitutes thç secret of the Catholic 
Mass. It is the Real Presence that 
lends» importance and meaning to tne 
ritual; the absence of that Eucharis­
tic presence is one lack which nulli­
fies the entire service. With all their 
chasubles, albs, crosses, censers, ac­
olytes, deacons, sub-deacons, and 
priests; they are as far from the 
reality as Is the performance of the 
Passion by the European peasants 
distinct and far from the real trag­
edy that took place twenty centuries 
ago at Jerusalem.

It is this great and radical dis­
tinction that these good ritualist fa- 
do not seem to perceive; and it is 
this that constitutes the abyss that 
remains unbridged between their per- 
lormance and the real sacrifice of the 
Mass. In a word, they have not the 
Transubstantiation!

TIIE VEGETATION FAD.— Fads 
of all kinds are destined to eventu­
ally to be exposed anti extinguished. 
In fact, we have always noticed that 
these queer and sudden eccentricities 
in people end in proving simply that 
only shallow minds are capable of 
becoming infatuated by them. Of nil 
the strange people the vegetarians 
should have the palm, for they run 
counter of the experience of all past 
ages. It is very late now, after six 
thousand years, to commence u 
wholesale remodelling of the human 
race. Dr. Brockler, of Vienna, the 
other day made .û great onslaught on 
vegetarians. He attacked them In­
stating that lie had compared the re­
lative merits of flesh-eating and

User forms of nutriment, and pro 
nounced in favor of meet diet, espe­
cially for the European races. Herr- 
are the five points or the Doctor’s 
indictment:

1. Vegetarians tend to lower the 
birth rate of countries.

2. They do not survive the fourth 
generation.

3. They become bald early' in life.
4. They suffer from defective oye-

5. They are deficient in physical 
courage.

Miss Florence Nicholson, secretary 
of the Vegetarian Society, said that 
the doctor must have been experi­
menting with curious representatives 
of vegetarianism.

However, we must admit that the 
doctor will need to substantiate 
these statements by statistics, other­
wise he may have a hard time at the 
hands of the confirmed vegetarians. 
But if he be right, ns we believe he 
is, it is high time for these enemies 
of flesh-meat to open their eyes to 
the reality.

better; if anything they are worse, 
for they claim, at least, to possess 
a certain degree of education, in a 
word, to be enlightened people.

When we read of the opponents of 
Catholicity treating the Church as 
the mother of superstition and the 
Catholics as the victims of the same 
unhappy state of mind, we arc forc­
ed to smile. Contrasted with rank 
superstition that prevails on all 
sides outside the Church and the still 
ranker fnntaticism that reigns in al­
most every sphere, it should he ap­
parent to sensible people that the 
Catholic Church alone possesses tho 
supernatural, both as a deposit in 
the form of Truth and as an inspir­
ation corning from the Holy Ghost. 
There is as much difference between 
these superstitions of the non-Cath­
olic world and the miracles of Cath­
olicity as there is between the in­
cantations of the Witch of Endor and 
the giving to Moses of the decal­
ogue on the summit of Sinai.

REAL SUPERSTITION —A Vien­
na despatch tells the following efueer 
story:—

"At Mardzina, in Hungary, re­
cently a workman was sent down a 
well seventy-eight feet deep to do 
some necessary repairs. Part of the 
stone walls of the well gave way, 
and he was covered by the loosened 
earth that fell down. Many peasants 
witnessed the occurrence, but declin­
ed to give him any assistance, say­
ing he must have been a blasphemer 
whom the devil had claimed and 
taken to perdition. No one, there­
fore. went to his aid, and the local 
inspector had to send for a force of 
laborers from Radantz, who, after 
several days’ hard work, found the 
corpse of the unfortunate man at 
the bottom of the well covered with 
soft mud.”

This is decidedly a hard case. But 
we doubt if it Is any worse, save 
in the unfortunate ehd of the poor 
well-digger, than that of the last at­
tempt on the part of the Doukobor 
fanatics of the Northwest. * Imagine 
people going about in a stat© of ab­
solute nudity and declining either to 
work or to keep animals, or .to do 
anything that common sense, as well 
as the law of God, have ordained. 
There is decidedly a species of reli­
gious monomania in these people 
and in all people who perform such 

mtlandish acts. The 
itiste are not one whit

SEEKING J HE NORTH POLE. — 
It seems that the new idea of reach­
ing the North Pole has developed in­
to a scheme of sub-irvarine naviga­
tion. A London despatch says:— 

‘The attainment of the North Pole 
still remains the greatest potential 
achievement in the field of geograph­
ical research, and the solution of the 
great arctic problem—the passage of 
that hitherto insuperable three and 
a half degrees belt between the Duke 
of the Abru/zi’s record (80 degrees 
3-4 seconds) and the pole—may well 
be described as the blue ribbon of 
exploration in general. The latest 
and must during plan is that of the 
and Dr. Ansehulz-kampfe. The great 
and Dr. Anschulz-Kampfe. The plan 
plan 0/ the latter explorer is, in 
brief, to reach the North Pole by 
means of a submarine vessel. He pro­
poses, in fact, to dive under the belt 
of thick ice which encircles the ac­
tual site of the North Pole.”

We have no practical idea of the 
depth of the ice-belt at the Arctic 
circle, nor does any one know whe­
ther open water is to be found be­
yond it or not. But we are patri­
otic enough to have greater > confi­
dence in our own Captain Bernier’s 
plan. At present he is in Ottawa, 
and is working tooth and nail to 
perfect his plans arid to secure from 
the Government the needed assist­
ance. Already he has quite an am­
ount gathered, with promises of 
Provincial Government aid. There is 
no doubt the Federal Parliament will 
come to his assistance. And even all 
the other Provincial Legislatures 
should do likewise, for all the Do­
minion is interested. But wo are 
more impressed with tho practical, 
and open way in which he proposes 
doing the great feat, than with all 
other projected plans put together. 
He is evidently in possession of all 
the needed details, his route seems 
to the ordinary observer a most 
practicable one; and we cannot see 
why he should fail—barring unfore­
seen accidents—should he once be 
able to secure the ship as he has 
planned it, and the money required 
for the supplies to sustain his crew 
during a couple of years.

POVERTY IN DEMAND. — As a 
rule it is wealth, or capital, that is 
needed in a country, but we have 
before us the account of a very 
strange case, in France. It is truly 
a curious state of things at Chal- 
onncs-sur-Loire, where, with the mo­
ney left by a rich landed proprietor, 
an asylum for indigent old people 
has been built. Everything is now 
ready and the asylum will be opened 
at the end of this month. The pre­
fect and all the local authorities had 
arranged to be present, and » high 
functionary from Paris was to grace 
the inaugural proceedings. Only one 
thing was wanting—the inmates. Al­
though every effort has been made 
to find old people who will atcept 
the hospitality of the asylum, the 
institution is still without those for 
whom it was built, and it le now 
feared that the opening ceremony 
will have to be indefinitely posV

We could, if it were necessary, fur­
nish the indigent old people, and we 
would be glad to do so rather. than 
have such an institution go to loss 
for lack of poor persons to enjoy its 
hospitality. But that must be a cu­
rious town that cannot afford enough 
poor to make a beginning at least, 
in such an

speaking, however, it is an eloquent 
plea in favor of the place, and a 
very telling tribute to the adminis­
tration municipal and otherwise. It 
also may be looked upon as a fair 
test of the industry, economy, and 
provident qualities of its inhabit­
ants. It will be a distant day where­
in our section of the world, with nil 
its electric advancement, we have ' 
anything of such a nature to boast.

INCIDENTS IN FRANCE. — It 
would form a curious volume were 
one to gather together all the strik­
ing incidents connected with the exe­
cution, by Premier Combes and his 
envoys, of the Law of Associations 
in France. Countless scenes of a very 
sud character have been the result, 
u.ivd equally innumerable events of a 
startling and often heroic kind have 
marked the march of that vvil-uval- 
ing enactment o'er the land.

A few of these event# are actually 
worth recording. The Bishop of 
Nantes wrote to M. Combes saying 
that lie could not prohibit preaching 
and the celebration of worship in 
the places referred to by the Pre­
mier’s circular. Mgr. Couille, Cardi- 
ual Archbishop of Lyons and Pri­
mate of the Gauls, also wrote tho 
Premier to the effect that he regrets 
being unable, in conformity to tho 
circular issued by the Government, 
to put an immediate stop to tho 
celebration of religious services in 
unauthorized places, or to prevent 
priests belonging to unauthorized 
congregations from being allowed to 
preach.

In the Cathedral at Nancy, a week 
ago last Sunday, there was quite an 
excitement. Mgr. Turinaz, address­
ing a vast congregation, told them 
that he had selected the Abbe R av­
ériez, a secularized Jesuit, to preach 
on Sundays in May. By so doing he 
wished to protest against, tho mon­
strous abuse of power shown by tho 
Government. The remarks of the 
prelate were greeted with loud cries 
of ‘Long live the Frontier Bishop,” 
a tribute to the patriotism of Mgr 
Tvrinaz.

At Tara scon, when an official at­
tempted to set his seal on the doors 
of the Abbey of Frlgolet, belonging 
to an unauthorized congregation, tho 
crowds prevented him, unci stoned his 
carriage.

A great demonetratinn took place 
on Monday week last at Le Man»,
outside the Capuchin Convent. Tho 
crowd cheering "Hurrah for Li­
berty,” and "Long live the Capu-

The refusal of the Franciscans of 
Nines to permit seals to affixed to 
the doors of their monastery led to 
a demonstration in their power. The 
police mode many arrests. The Fran­
ciscans receive the highest praise for 
their pluck. Besieged in their con­
vent, they were three days without 
food; and even then they would not 
open the doors. They awaited till 
the authorities smashed them in with 
axes.

As a rule, the accusation brought 
against the clergy by the Govern­
ment is that they are not loyal to 
the Republic. But the President 
seems to think otherwise. Here is 
aii incident recorded:—

"On his passage through Mar­
seilles, while en route for Algeria, 
M. Loubet received the Bishop of the 
diocese and a body of clergy, who 
presented their homage to tne nead 
of the Republic. Monsignor Andrieu, 
in addressing the President, pointed 
out that the political attitude of the 
Marseilles clergy was irreproachable, 
and that, like the Church, they al­
ways respected the established pow­
ers. The holders of authority, he 
said in the words of 8t. Paul, were 
ministers of God unto goo<i, and af­
ter an allusion to the President's 
felicitations to the Pope on tne oc­
casion of the Holy Father’s Jubilee, 
wished him cordially a pleasant and 
successful voyage. M. Loubet, in nie 
reply, said the Church had. a mis­
sion o? peace, fraternity, and recon­
ciliation, and that! when, as in the 
diocese of Marseilles, she acquitted 
herself of that mission, she had a 
right to the respect and support o£ 
all good citizens. But he said noth­
ing about the persecution which, 
over the whole of France, is driving 
forth peaceful monks and nuns. Nor 
was the subject even touched du 
the interview. Such an 
seems strange to us who live in 1 
land where the Church is
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