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"~ Census Analysis

N a spare hour spent browsing in the magazine
I section of the Vancouver Public Library I hap-
pened upon a digest of the last Canadian Census
(1921) returns in the April “Fdinburgh Review.’’
The author of the digest, J. A. Stevenson, a Cana-
dian journalist, is a frequent and well informed
. contributor of articles on Canadian public affairs to
various journals, both in America and Great Britain.
As I remember, his digest seemed principally
made to show that in Canada, as elsewhere, our
modern civilization exhibits a marked trend in pop-
ulation to herd together in towns and cities, The
significant, portentous feature of this trend is that
in many countries, the cities are growing at the ex-
pense of the country ; there is an absolute decrease in
their rural populations.’ Some of the provinces of
Canada, principally the older settledl ones, exhibit
this feature. The last census shows the rural and
urban populations as now equal, with an absolute in-
crease in both, though the increase in the urban
since 1891 is out of all proportion greater than the
growth of the rural population. This shifting move-
ment of population has in it many points of interest
for the Socialist student of the social problem. 1
therefore made the following abstract from the arti-
cle in question, as, though worth it, it was, with the
author’s running commentary upon the statistics,
too long for the limited columns of the Clarion. One
more matter before I proceed with the statistics.
Now that the census returns have been published
and issued to the libraries, I think it would be a
good thing if some one would make a digest of the
population by vocations and occupations, the com-
parative standing of such groups to each other and
piaces of location in the distribution of the popula-
tion. The daily work day habits and interests of
life are the great formative factors of habits of
thought. And we sadly need such exacting statis-
“tical data on the population in Canada to use as a
basis for our theorizing upon the problem of social
change in this country. I suggest the Clarion man-
agement donate a prize to the best effort along some
such lines as T have mentioned(*) Now for the pop-
ulation statistics. All comments, except one in-
itialed for myself, are the author’s. :
Total population, 1871—3,689,257; 1921—8,788,-
483: increase, 5 million, or over 238 per cent. On-
tario and Quebec have greatest increase: Quebec,
98 per cent by fecundity; Ontario, 80 per cent. by
immigration.
Shifting of Population From Rural Life to Urban
1891—3,296,141 rural to 1,537,098 urban: 1921—
on a parity, 4,435,710 rural and 4,352,733 urban:
greatest change in Quebec: city of Montreal greatly
developed: water powers for electrification and
pulpwood resources have given rise to scores of lit-
tle industrial towns: rural population declined by
304, and urban increased by 355,725. In Ontario,
since 1891, rural population has declined 70,000;
tcday’s standing is—rural 1,226,379 ; urban 1,707,-
283; yet today, with increased local market and
superior transportation facilities to both home and
foreign markets the agrarians are probably worse
off than ever—mortgaged to the hilt (CS.). The
author here digressed into an argument against the
eastern policy of protecting factory industries by
tariffs, quoting Sir Robert Giffen to the effect that
the growth of an urban civil ization is possible with-
out factories. The author further credits this au-

(*) We shall be very glad to have such a digest,
and recognize its need. The “‘prize’’ suggestion, sO
far as monetary worth is concerned, is a hard one
to.entertain. We are very sure, however, that the
same measure of appreciation accorded on behalf of
Clarion readers to Com. Stephenson’s efforts here
await similar industry from any other. As ““The
Plebs’’ folk say: ‘‘You get your reward in heaven.”’
—(Ed. Clarion.)
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thority with caleculating that a purely rural popula-
tion will demand a complementary urban population
of professional men, artisans, people engaged in
transportation, finance and distribution and other
auxiliary types of at least half its own number. In
his digestl the author lumps Manitoba and Saskat-
chewan together because Winnipeg, largest city of
the West, is the distributing and transportation
centre for both provinces: Manitoba and Saskat-
chewan—rural, 887,054; urban 480,241 ; Manitoba’s
urban population mainly in Winnipeg, 200,000 out
of 261,616: of its towns only Brandon exceeds 10,-
600. New Brunswick’s and Saskatchewan’s rural
population still double urban, In British Columbia
rural population shows distinet sign of growing, two-
thirds of immigrants choosing rural oceupations.
Nova Seotia shows, he says, depressing tendency to
industrialism: In 1891 only 17 per cent. classed as
urban, in 1921, 43.34 per cent; rural population has
declined in 30 years 75,000 or 20 per cent. New
Brunswick has an alarming decline in farmers, part-
ly balanced by people engaged in lumbering and al-
lied trades.
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(J. A. 8.) No attempt was made to enumerate
soparately people of American birth. There ‘must
be several hundred thousand of American birth. But
of them are descendants of Canadians. In
taking the census natives of U. S. are treated exact-
ly as native Canadians, and asked to record their
own racial descent. Majority of American born
therefore come under the classification of British.
British stock in the decade between census taking
has increased its preponderance from 54.1 per cent of
total to 55.4 per cent.
* * *

many

3ritish stock one-half English origin, remaining

half Scotch and Irish. Of the latter, one-half from

Ulster.
* *

The census returns do not bear out Asiatic scare
in B. C. Total Chinese and Japanese, 55,455 rough-
ly 50 per cent. more than figures of 36,795 in 1911:
East Indian population declined half in decade: Jews
inereased 75,681 to 126,000; Dutch more than doub-
led. 54.986 to 117,000; Germans declined from 393,-
320 to 295,000. Much of decline ascribed to de-
scendants of German emigrants finding it useful to
conceal racial stock owing to prejudice due to war.
Native born Canadians account for three-fourths of
population—78 per cent., the British born 12 per

cent., and foreign born 10 per cent.

In B. C. British
born are strongest, 31 per cent. of total. The foreign
born, due to steady invasion of American farmers,
reach their highest percentage in Alberta, where
they are 30 per cent. of the total. \

In Ontario the emigration of factory workers and
artisans has brought the British-born element up
to almost 20 per cent. Two of the largest hives of
3ritish born are Centre Winnipeg and East Calgary.
They return the only two Labor members in the
Federal house.

Largest Cities.—Montreal, 618,000 ; Toronto, 521,-
000; Greater Montreal, 700,000. No other city has
attained 200,000 mark, but during past decade Otta-
wa and Hamilton have joined W’innipeg and Van-
couver in the 100,000 category. The aggrandise-
ment of large city has not proceeded at same pace
in Canada as in U.S. In 1920 U. 8. had 25 per cent.
of population in cities over 100,000, but Canada only
18,87 per cent. :

Under the terms of the British North America
Act, a redistribution of Federal seats must follow
each census. This will register a shift westward of
political, power. By the Act it was arranged that
Quebee, for the purpose of electoral arrangements,
should be the pivotal province of Dominion. To
prevent the growth of an unweildy House pf Com-
mons, Quebec was given a perpetual quota of 65
members. The electoral unit is thus determined by
dividing the population of the Province of Quebec
by 65. The unit thus obtained in last census was
36,283, as compared with 30,818 in 1911,

Nova Scotia will lose two members, but is put-
ting up a strong fight for amendments to the Act.
Other provinces, including Price Edward Island,
have saving eclauses. There is a provision that no
province must have a smaller representation in Com-
mons than in Senate. P. E. I, has four in latter
house and thus is entitled to the same number in
Commons. Ontario ought, according to figures, to
lose one member, but escapes under another clause.
The four western provinces gain between them a
total of 12 members. This will likely benefit the
Progressive Party. The protectionists are apprehen-
sive of a dangerous increase of free trade influences
at Ottawa, and as a counterpoise are demanding that
the unit of rural representation be brought up to the
same level as the urban. Hitherto all parties have
accepted the principle that the electoral unit for
rural constituencies should be appreciably smaller,
than the urban, and as a result the six cities of Mon-
treal, Toronto, Vancouver, Winnipeg, Hamilton and
London with one-fifth of the population have today,
one-tenth of the membership of the Federal House.
The rural members who control the situation are un-
willing to give up their advantage, but in the end
probably some compromise will be reached.

While the political power of Quebec has shown
a relative decline in the last thirty years, French
Canadians have found some consolation in the trick-
ling of their stock into other provinces. Election
experts calculate that today French Canadians con-
trol almost one-third of the 245 Federal seats. But
the most striking phenomenon has been the growth
of the political influence of the west. In 1882 the
four provinces sent only 11 members to Ottawa; by
1904 their contingents had risen to 28; but to next
parliament there will come 69 members from the
territory lying west of the Great Lakes. Fear of a
prospective majority for the west inspires many peo-
ple in Eastern Canada.




