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in Barak, made him wish to be the woman’s 
helper, whereas Gen. ii. 18 makes her the 
helper of the man He degraded the office in 
which God had set him, and what was worse, he 
sought to take Deborah out of her place of dep 
dence as a woman :

en-
“ If thou wilt go with me,

then I will go ; but if thou will not go with me, 
then I will not go.” (v. 8.) “ I will surely go with
thee, she replied. This she could do consistently ' 
with her place according to scripture. We read 
in later times ot holy women who accompanied 
the Lord, becoming His servants in order to 
minister to His needs. Deborah's act was right, 
hut Barak’s motive was wrong, and Deborah re­
bukes him severely, (v. 9.) What was Barak’s 
motive at bottom ? • He was willing to depend on 
God, but not without a human and tangible prop 
as well. There are many such souls in Christen­
dom. There is, on their part, so little sense of the 
presence of God, so slight a knowledge of His will, . '
so little decision as to their walk, that, in order to
go on in the path of God, they prefer leaning 
another to direct dependence 
counsel of “ spiritual directors ” is followed, rather 
than that of the Lord, His Spirit and His Word.
AVhat if the leader they follow be mistaken ? But 
God, the Lord, His Spirit, His Word, are infallible ! ' 
Faithful Deborah does not encourage Barak in this ’ 
wrong course, and Barak suffers the consequences 
of his want of faith.
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