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WHAT CHILDREN OWE TO
CHRIST,

(By Rev, &, I, MacKay, D.D,)

Palesting is @ small country, and, tor
centuries before the days of Clirist upon
the carth, was surrounded by the wost
powerlul nations in the worlu,  Greeo ©y
Kome, Assynia, kigypt, Babylon, were
great military powers and hgured lagely
i the world's listory,  Ye the Hebrews
v.ho lived in Palesting, a mere handtul,
were the only people in the wotld who
Lad reverence for  childhood, Loman
law authorized the father either (o avan-
don or kill his children, if be did not
vare o rear them. The children who
were retained in the home were nursed
by slaves, and from them learned all
wanner of eruelty and vice. The lebrew
mothers nursed their own children, and
carelully trained them in the history and
religion of their own people.

du Greece, childven who were sickly or
weak in body were placed in a cave w be
torn by wild beasts, o o we o1 bunger
or exposure, The MHebrew reganded all
childien as the hentage of the Lord.
When children were born, they were pre-
scited to the Lord i e tempie, witi
thank-offerings, and the day of their birth
was commemorated in the family as a
glud event, .

Gireek and Koman  philosophers and
orators, such as Cicero and Plato and
Avistotle, said that if a child died young,
1L was no cause tor griet; of 1t died in
the cradie, 1t was no cause for eomceru.
A clild, they said, belonged more to the
state than to the parents, and i it
Gid not give promise of being strong eu-
vugh to serve the state, it might be de-
stroyed,  On the other hund, the wmost
toucking passages in Hebrew literature
are those relating to the grief of parents
in the loss of thewr children. ‘Cheir idea
ol @ prospervus and happy city was
t bave many boys and girls playing in
the streets,  How did the Hebrews come
to be so far in advance of all the other
nations?  Because the Spirit of Christ
Was the Spirit ot the Old Testament
prophets,

But the best bad not yet come, The
New Testament grew out of the Old,
snd surpasses it in the appreciation ot
children as in all else. Jesus came as a
child, and the angels announced His com-
ing.  Wise men came from the Last,
with gold and other treasures, and wor-
shipped Ilim in the manger. When
Jesus grew up, Me took children into
His arms and blessed them. He identi-
fied  himself  with  the children,
and  said, “whoso  shall receive
one  such little  child in My
vame receiveth Me” He placed a ht-
tle cLild in the midst of the diserpies and
said, “Ye must become as a little
child.” This was the coronation of child-
ren.  From that day to this, wherever
the gospel is preached, the chidren are
blessed. Laws are made to protect them,
echovls are opened to teach them, books
aud papers and pictures are prepared to
entertain and instruct them, parents
and all grown up people wre instructed
to love them. All this has come from
Jesus Christ, who was Himself a Child
and is still the Friend of Children, No
prayers are offered which He more ten-
derly regards than the prayers of child-
ren.  No praises are sung that please
Him more than the prases of the little
cnes He came to save,

Make it a rule and pray to God to belp
you to keep it, never, if possible, to lie
down at night without being able to say:
“I have made one human being, at least,
a little wiser, a little happier, or 4 lit-
tle better this day."—Charles Kingsley.

We are very foolish to attempt to en-
tertain two guests so hostile to one an-
other as Christ and Satan. . Christ will
not live in the parlor of our hearts, if we
entertain in the cellar of our

BE CHARITABLE.

The little that 1 bave seen of the world
and kuow of e listory of  mankind
teaches we w look upon their errors
s0rTuw, Bot in anger.  When 1 take the
history ot one poor heart that bhas sinned
and sutlered, and represent o myself the
stuggles  and  lemplations it passed
tnougn—the briet pulsations of joy, the
tears ot regrel, the leebleness of purpose,
the scorn ob the world—that bas e
charity—the desolation of the soul's
sancluary, and threatening words withiu,
biealth gone, happiness gone—1 would fain
leave the erring soul of my tellowman
with b trom whose bands it came.—
Dr. Chalmers,

Love does not entitle wo to treat those
we love with & roughuess we would uot
use Lo struugers, Aud yel many people
act us though love did justily any ugli-
ness of temper or speech,  Brothers and
sisters olten quarrel among themsclves
over things about which they would not
quartel with  otber children,  Darents
svwetimes  speak  roughly to thew own
children for offenses which they would
view leuiently i other people's children.
We are coustantly- taking lberties with
thuse we love,  Dut what sort of love
ig this that makes us less ratber than
wore considerate?  Bad wmper is justi-
lied toward no one, least of all toward
loved oues.~Forward,

OUR THREE FOLD SECURITY,
(By Bennie Brae, Outawa),

Kept by God, our Heavenly Father,
Over shadowed by His love,
Storms way  come, snd clouds may
gather, ,
God is on His throne above,—
And Mis mighty boundless power,
Ieeps and guards us every hour,

Everlusting life is given
Kach beneving trusting one,
We shall reach our home in Heaven,
Kept by Jesus, God's dear Son,
Heirs with Christ, complete we stand,
And none sball pluck us from Mis
hand,

Great templations may attend us,
Enemies nise like a tlood;

Sull trust ou, He will detend us
By the Spuit of our God,

"Gainst foes a standard e will raise
To Keep us sate, and guide our ways.

Kept by Father, Son and Spirit,
Noue can burt us, naught alaro,
Peace and satety we inherit,
Sure detence irom every storm.
Bound by bands which none can sever,
‘We are sale, now aund forever,

—_—
THE HARDEST FIGHT,

This grace of silence under trial is one
of the most rare and ditlicult graces; bug
it s oue of the most pleasing to God
and most conducive to strength and
beauty of Christian character. None ot
us loves to sutfer and we all shudder at
the sight of the probe or the amputa-
ting-kmie, But when the infinite love
is engaged in cutting out a selfish lust or
cutting off a diseased limb, our duty is
to submit. AL! the battletield often re-
quires less courage than the hospital!
The onset of service, with drums Leating
and bugles sounding, does not so test the
mettle of our graces as to be thrown
down wounded, or to be commanded w
hie sull and suffer. To shout a battle-
cry at the mouth of the cannon is easier
than to put our hands on our mouths and
is silent as to explanations of trying pro-
be silent because “God did it.”  1f He
vidences, let us be silent in our final sub-
mission, God knows what is best for
us; that is emough.—Rev. Theodore L.
Cuyler.

FORGIVENESS.
Some Bikle Hints,

U a wan prays the Lord's Yrayer with
an undorgiving beart, he pruys that bLe
way wot be forgiven (v, 12,)

Lhose that say "Ll forgive, but 1 will
ol forgel,  mever forgave (v )

Why does God's wugiveness of us fol-
low our torgivencss of others? Because
the humble and Joving sy sutely be puad-
ol (v. 1),

Why wnnot God forgive thuose that do
nol logive othes? Bocuuse they cannuvl
receive @ blessing  they kmow nothing
about (v, 19).

Suggestive Thought,

it takes two to make a quarrel but not
W ake a lorgiveuess.

Never be satshed with your own  way
ol lorgiving untl you would be satishied if
God showd adopt 1L oward you.

Those that are themselves aos. inclned
W certwn sws often seek Lo atoune for it
by bibterly condemning oubers lor the
salue s,

AL 1L 1s casy to forgive the wrongs done
you, but bard to forgive the wrougs done
God, you are safe in thas wmatter,

A fow lllustratio:

A forgiveuess that does not forget 19
like those bhalf erasures tbat render Uhe
CILOF UOre COUSPICUOUS,

A Christhike mind is hke the ocean, that
closes over a cannon ball, and » @ if it
bLad pever fallen there,

Sole wen are nurrors W an insult, and
reficet it back; othens are sensitive plates,
and record it iu @ permmncnt photograph;
otbrs are fluorescent plauts,  and are
merely excited W radiance,

Forgiveness that covers only part of
the wrong is like two lingers given in a
baudsbake.

To Think About.
ls tbere any one whom 1 have asot for-

wven?

hus God beon able to forgive all uu"
sius?

Al.n 1 . g it easier or barder to tor-
give Uose Lu L wrong we?

A Clusier of Quotations,

May 1 tell you why it seems w me a
god thing lor us W remewber a wrong
that Las been done us? Lhat we may lo-
give iL—Charles Dickens,

Unly the brave kwow bow o ' give;
it s the most refined and generous pitoh
ol vutue human nature odu aiTive al.—
laurence Sterne.

Let no one despair of God's mercivs to
torgive him, unless he be sure that lus
sins be greater than God's mercies.—
Jevemy Taylor,

“lie does well who does good

Lo those of his own brotherbood;

He does better who doew bless;

The swunger i his wretcheduess;

Yet best, ob! best of all doth be

Who bhelps a fallen enewmy.”

DAILY READINGS,
M., AJuI)‘ .‘

Practical forgiveness, L'rov.

28,
T, July 8. MHeart forgiveness. Lrov. 24

17, 18, 28, 29,
W., July 4. The unforgiving servant. Matt,
18: 21-85.
1., July 5. Our divine example, Luke 6:
S1-37.
¥, July 6. Without limit. Luke 17: 1-4,
8., July 7. Of one mind, 1 let. 3: §-11.
8., July 8. Tople—Forgiving aud being
forgiven, Matt, 6: 14, 10.

Take Christ for your strength, dear
soul, He will give you power. Power
to overcome the world, the flesh and ghc
devil; power to crucily every be'enu.u
sin, passion, lust; power to shout in
triumph over every trouble and tempta-
tion of your life; “I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me.”
=D, L. Moedy.
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