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How the Grain Growers Grew
T

IIK Grain Grower»' Movement in 
Western Camilla will lie IT years 
old on December I8 next. It had 
its beginning in the little town of 
Indian Head, Hash., on December 

18, 11101, when a group of farmers from 
the Northwest Territories headed hv 
W. It Motherwell, now the Minister of 
Agriculture for the province of Sns 
katchewan. met in Indian Mead to dis­
cuss ways and means of overcoming 
the abuses and hardships under which 
they were living mid working at that 
time. The occasion of their meeting 
was a debate between the Premier of 
Manitoba, If. P. Ifoblin, and the leader 
of the government in I In* Northwest 
Territories, P. W. ii. Ilaultain. A large 
gathering of farmers and townspeople 
from different parts of Manitoba and 
the district of Saskatchewan had assein 
bled in the municipal hall in Indian 
Head to hear the debate, and to learn 
something about an issue which nt that 
time was agitating the minds of legis­
lators both in Itegina and Winnipeg. 
The speeches of the two debaters were 
undoubtedly interesting, but the conse­
quences or that verbal contest are 
neither here nor there. Something else 
arose out of that gathering in Indian 
Head which was destined to have a 
greater effect upon the life of Western 
Canada than the arguments of the two 
gentlemen who since have been blest 
with knighthoods and relegated to places 
of peace and quiet far bnvond the scene 
Ilf political strife. After Mr. I’nldiii 
and Mr. Ilaultain had debated their 
subject until they had no more to sav. 
the crowd broke iq and went home all 
except a handful of Saskatchewan far 
mers who remained quietly in one or 
ner of the municipal hall with their 
•hairs drawn together in the form of a 
little circle. That group of serious 
faced men, hardened and determined 
looking, did not happen to meet there 
by any accident. They had assembled 
as the result of a call which had gone 
forth over the whole countryside, sum­
moning some of the most prominent ~d 
tiers, to consider grevions conditions 
which not only affected themselves, but 
every farmer between Winnipeg and 
the Rooky mountains. The man who 
had taken I lie initiative in organizing 
the little after meeting at the conclusion 
of the Rohlin Ilaultain debati and who 
acted as chairman of the group, 
was W. II. Motherwell, of A her 
nethv. Mask., now the Minister of 
Agriculture for that province.
When filially the little group of 
men drawn together at the back 
of the Indian Head town-hall had 
Mood up and pushed their chairs 
'•nek. they had started an organ- 
i/ntion which was Inter to lie 
known throughout Canada as the 
Grain Growers’ Association.

Conditions Leading to 
Organization

The conditions at the begin 
aing of the present century 
which led to the rapid organiz­
ation of Grain Growers' Associ­
ations throughout the West, were 
characteristic of the circumstan­
ces which have stimulated revo­
lutionary movements all through 
history. For nearly ‘Jo years 
prior to the meeting which was 
• ailed at Indian Head by Mr. 
Motherwell, the farmers of the 
West had been growing more and 
more restless and dissatisfied 
with the conditions under which 
the vwere obliged to work. Be­
tween the early 80's and 19011 
there were no regulations direct­
ing or controlling the grain trade.
There was no licensing or bond­
ing of grain buyers. Farmers had 
no rights in the matter of loading 
their grain upon the railway cars 
and those cars were not distri 
tinted fairly amongst the grain 
shippers ns they are now. Practi­
cally the entire western crop in 
those days was forced through 
the elevators which, as a result, 
held a virtual monopoly of the 
irrnin business all the way across 
the plains. The agitation amongst 
the faroy-rs who wore so badly
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and won their first big fight and one 
which is still regarded by the organized 
farmers of the West as amongst their 
most treasured possessions. When it 
was discovered by the farmers that the 
Grain Act. in some respects at least, 
was being treated like the now proverb­
ial “scrap of paper,” they were aston­
ished and disappointed, liut above all, 
indignant. They were without any 
means of marketing their grain except 
through the elevators of capitalistic 
companies, whose chief aim and purpose 
was to secure grain for the smallest 
amount of money that the farmers could 
be made to accept for it.

An Intolerable Situation
The situation was intolerable. Those 

were the days of .'til and In rent wheat 
and many a bitter story of hardship and 
trial may lie heard today from many of 
the men who now occupy managerial 
positions in the offices of the numerous 
associations and companies belonging 
to the Grain Growers' Movement. Mr. 
Motherwell, speaking'of that year, on 
oiic occasion described conditions as

“The harvest of 1901 was very 
heavy, and as the result of a terrific 
traffic congestion all over the country, 
indignation meetings were held every­
where. both by business men in the 
town» <1 bv the farmers. A deluge 
of ri m.nous and protests were show 
cred upon the heads of railway and 
governmental offeials. For two years or 
more previous to this I had been very 
much impressed with the necessity of a 
permanent organization amongst the 
farmers, to represent the special re­
quirements of the grain growing inter 
csls of the country. All brandies of 
agriculture had their distinctive organ 
ixutions in our various provinces, such 
as the Livestock Associations, but in 
the West, or in any part of the Domin­
ion. there was no distinct organized 
body of farmers to look after the grain 
ii tcrests, which after all were, and are 
still likelv to be. of paramount import 
mice in Saskatchewan.
“With the farmers righteously indig 

nant over their inability to dispose of 
the 190! crop, the time seemed to be 
ripe for the commencement of a move­
ment looking towards a permanent 
organization whose duty it would be to 

press persistently and insistently 
for an improvement in marketing 
conditions, transportation, ware­
housing, and for the introduction 
of new -ir amended legislation 
from time to time as the rapidly 
changing character of the coun­
try seemed to warrant it. Wtih 
this end in view 1 asked Peter 
Dayman, a farmer neighbor at 
Ahernethy and of the opposite 
political persuasion, to co operate 
with me in calling together a 
number of farmers from Wol- 
seley. Mintaluta, Qu’Appelle and 
other points In meet in Indian 
Head on the eighteenth of De 
comber. So eager anil ready was 
public sentiment for the better­
ment of conditions that the meet­
ing was unanimously in favor of 
a Territorial Grain Growers’ As­
sociation being organized, and 
having before it the objects I 
have indicated. It was decided 
that local organizations of farm 
ers should be established through 
out the country at all points 
where an interest could be ere 
tited, and that these locals should 
each send delegates to a conven­
tion, where a central executive 
representing them all should he 
elected. A campaign to organize 
local associations was undertaken 
immediately and entirely by 
volutary workers, with the grati 
fying result that when the first 
Grain Growers' Convention was 
held at Indian Head two months 
later, no less than 88 locals were 
represented. I was honored in 
being elected the first president 
of the association, which was 
placed on a |iermanent basis at 
that first convention in Indian


