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Manures too are much more highly prised than they formerly were, though
much of their value is still lust by long and unnecessary ex|posuro to the

weather. Very i'aw have, wliat every fanner ought to have, sheds to protect

manure from the deteriorating elVeets of tiie sun and rain, or adopt any
systematic measures for saving the li(jui(l jmrtitiiis from running to waste.

Not ten years ago a wealthy i'armer in Shellieid, wiiose barn yard is near

the bank of the river, had actually a drain cut across the road to convey all

the Hipiids to tlu; riv(>r ; and as I have been told, had his straw thrown ovi'r

the bank to get it out of his Avay. 1 had occasion to allude to this in lectur-

ing on agriculture in that Parish some years ago, shortly after Avhich I

observed the ilrain was closed, nor have T since heard of straw having been
thrown over the bank. In ]ilace of this wanton Avaste of fertilizers, many of

our farmers now not only carefully ju-eserve all they gather from the farm,

but add largely to their stoek by hauling black mud into their farm yards to

absorli much that nn'ght otherwise be lost. Knowledge is increasing, and
witli it an improved practice in carrying out many of the details of the farm,

but th(! extravagant price of i'arm labor is a very great impediment to any
extensive plans of improvement.

In siieaking of the past and present condition of thi; agriculture of the

country, it may not be amiss to say a few words about the iulluenee of Agri-

cultural Societies.

Til,' Suubiiry Agrieultural Society has had much to coTilend with from tii«

apathy of its friends and the sellisliiiess wliii'ii has characterised most of its

•jiroceedings; yet notwithstanding \\\r<o dillieulties it has unquestionably

been a means of aecomjilishiiig mueligood. Under its fostering care, during

the nine years of my eomiectiuii with it, runt cro]is for feeding eatt'e, 1 think

1 may safely say, have increased tenlbld. Ttn years ago turnips, mangold
wurtx.(d, and carrots were scarcely grown beyond what would supiily the

reipn'rements of the table. Bn is far otherwi now. The emulation

oxciti'd by the premium list has ..iducod our farmers to test the ]>roduetive

[ualities of the soil, and the residt has increased the antici[)ations of the

most sanguine. The judges n])pointed to examine root crops in the field,

after having measured the gmnud and weigh(Ml the roots, reported one year

4.3 tons of mangold wurt/.el to the acre, and .'{.'{ tons of white Helgian carrots.

Upon another occasion 2i bushels of wheat and 52i bushels of oats respec-

tively', were rc]»orted to have been threshed and measured from a nieasniH.'d

half a( re of groiiml. And at the Exhibition of the Snnbury Agricultural

Society, this autunm, a Jenny Liiid jiotato Avas exhibited that Aveighed three

pounds, a long red mangold Avurtzel I-IA lbs., and a SAvedish turnij) 21^ lbs.

These are results that never Avould ha\'e been attained Avithout the stimulus

of competition, excited by the ])reiiiium list of the Agricultural ."^oeiety. Our
horses, neat cattle, sheep, and sAvine have also been much inijiroA-ed Avithin

the last few years by an admixture of imported blood, introdueed by the

Agricultural Society. We have a number of |ture sliort horns now in the

county, both males and females, Avhich thrive Avell on our intervales, and
promise to produce a still greater improvement by judirion- i-mssing Avith

our native breed. There is now a largi; number of growing grade short

liorns which have a very promising appearance. Tlu; annual exhii)ition of

Agricultural Societies, AA'hen properly managed, cannot fiiil to jiroduce a bene-

ficial iniluonce. Not only are the best samples of -:t,'irkand prndu*"?^ brought
together, that each may see Avhat others have produced, and he thus excited

to emulate their success; but Avhat is not less important, liirmers themselves

are brought together to discuss their various tojtics of interest. They talk
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