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v.as. lait'i- on, thrust into the back-

ground by the shrine of Isis on

Ihilae. The niuniuiies of the holy

rainr. otr Chnub were recently found

m their ftranite !sar;-oi>hagi. Mani-

lestly ,he priests of Chnub haieJ an.i

rtsentel lieeply the presence of the

lareigu Vahu tein|)le, l)Ut it was un-

('tr the protection of the Persian Gov
I rnor. so that it was only in his ab-

sence that I hey could move against

it. The .Jews ret\irneJ this hatrel

with interest, for in laeir letter they

call the priests of Chnub by a con-

teiuiitible name, n^f priests, but

•priestlings" or •shavelings."

The Chnub iirie^ts C()nil)ined with

Wailrang, who was at that time (Jov

ernor of Jel), and was probably act-

ing for Governor Arsh^m, who was

on leave. We learn from the Sayce-

Cowley records that, nine years be-

fore this date, Waidrang was Com-
mandant. From other records we
l;now that he was "ribed by the

priests of Chnub. .%aidrang was
himself a civil fur.cMonary, and he

therefore sends to '. ;'. neighbouring

Syene for his son. w't j
' rought Kgyji

tiin and other troo; s under his corn-

man d. and utterly destroyed the

\ah.i emide. a work that would be

very pi-asant to the Eyptian soldi-

ers in the Persian service, as they

would be Chnub worshippers.

The description of the .leb

temple shews that these Jews were

wealthy. The blccks of hewn stone

they would easily obtain from the

Syenite and graniio quarries of

Syene; but the cedar beams from

Lebanon must have been exceedingly

costly when brought io Jeb. They
seem to have possessed rich vessels

of gold and silver, which we may
compare with Xehemiah VII., 70-72.

where we find they s^art the new
temple with 41,000 arachms of gold,

and fifty basins: and 4,200 lbs. of sil-

ver; and with Numbers VII., 13-86.

with its many golden spoons, and sil-

ver chargers and bowls. Hatred and

thf

fore, led to the destruction of the

lem|)le at Jelj.

It is dear that the garrison at

Syene ( liel)rew Seveueth) was an

imjiortant coaimand, for Kzekiel

XXiX, 10, and XXX, «, siieaks of

its tower in terms taat shesv it to

have been one of the greatest strong-

holds of ligypt. This probably ex-

lilains how the Jews offered no re-

sistance to the sons of VVaiurang

when he destroyed the temple, as he

must have had a very strong force

under his orders,
\^» e know Iroin the Book of h^stlier

that the Jews were inosiierous in the

t.astern pro\inces of the Persian

I'Jmpire. 'I hey were no doubt ecjual-

iy so at the trading centre of Jeb.

It lu remarkable that though Sol-

omons temple had but one door, this

tenii)le at Jeb had five. Eviuently

they had adapted their building to

climate, and did not hod uie design

of Solomon's temple as binding on

them.
It is noteworthy that no Jew was

killed at the sacking of this Jeb tem-

l)le. There is some reason to be-

lieve that Joel wrote his prophecy

about this time, and if this is so.

Joel 111, I'J, would shew that Jew-

baiting had already begun In Egypt.

as we know it existed there after the

Persian rule came to an end.

We cannot learn when the Jeb

temple was built, but we know that

Cambyses conquered Egypt in B.C.

r)2.j, and this petition states that the

temple was there then. It was thus

certainly more than 115 years old.

The last preceding Egyptian Kings,

under whom, according to the peti-

tion, the temple could have existed,

had been: Psammai... II. B.C.. 594-

.t89; Apries ( Pharaoh-Hophra) B.C.

588-570; Amasis, 569-o26; Psani-

matik III, 525. We :;now from Jere-

miah that when Nebuchadnezzar
took Jerusalem, B.C., 586, many
Jews settled in Eg} pi in spite of

the denunciations of the prophet, as


