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Init titut then- »cre wiml-hills alonjj tIiecoa<«t.

lie saw tuitives in thcirtyiats a( a river, which

he na;i^-il the "Kiv-T of BoalH." and is sup-

]«">e«l to Iw the entrance ti) KichtiHind Bay.

Me saw nH)re native^ tnuanls the N'orlh

V :\\iv. nc;ir \\ hidi he als- . lande.I. He
rniiinleil the cape, uhere he imti-d the long

and danjferous reef. The ap(>carance <>f the

uhnic contMry. with its (itie w<Hids 'c great-

ly admired. Saihng up the cojst. at round-

ing the cape, he saw the lai ' .'. .arently

dosing in im linth siiles. tmt could see no
harlhir. ainl then turned hack. lie (hd not

know it was an island. Imt supposed it to !«

part of the mainland. It was nr)t known to

1* an islam! until long afterwards, when it

was named the Island of St. John.*

St. John the I'aptist seems to have been

the cause of much of the confusion and douht

that exists, and 'i.''s long existed regarding

the early history of this Island. His was a

favorite name with the ohl navigator^, and

we find it -n many places, hence the con-

fusion. T were Cabot's Island of St.

John, off . east coast of Cape Breton;

(iinnez's Isiaiid of St. John, meaning Cape
Rretou itself: on Sebastian Cabot's map of

In |>r>-iNirliiK thl- jwirt nt hlM jimikt, Ih.' writir hnn I cmi
iniK-h lnil.1 tMl til th.' fxi'.ll.nt w..rk -.f Dr. •*. B. n«wn..ii.
Hnd iniliri-n-ii-i' !» hix tiiVHt Kiilhurliv. hnw ndoptttl. In thi'
tf-it. ('HJ..-M Turmr nml Trvon im the part* ..f Prln.-f Kilwunl
UlHnil flmt -..n hr Cartlw. Hf Hum nU'> <'on«ult«l Mr.
.I.«flih Pnm * Jn.'qu.'" ('•rlW. In h htch ih.- InmU «-.nw
pliwtil rHrth'-rwi-Hr.urul KildMri' Klvtrlit >iuii|><»u-(i to Ih> thf
Rivff iif H'wttH. I'Hrtli-r. Hpproai-lilnit thr iHJ-inil, Haw twii
hlfth UndH whii'li t(H,ki't1 llkf iMlnmU In thftlktHnrp. Thtrc
wt-Tf f'lrnicrly *«!<• v.t» hlvh wmt hill-, known h- th»- Hfv^n
Hl-t.-ni, f,> th«' wiNtwiirri of ('»«ni ip. .ir Hotluml Bhv, off
thfKh-in-Hof TownvhtpNo. n. Th^' n .-r*- ««f|)t hwhV liv
Mtiinupi winiH tliuf in thf uilddU' of th*' last '••nturT, Ttirth«ii
* '"" " ' - roinln<'nt obJHtx. pnrtii'nlarly when Kp

m-hKl froi._ ..

V ih<- twii hlith I'llFind.M Ht^n liy ('ftrtifr.
fr would U' thf Rlvt-r of Bont". nnd the Cap.- r

rif Wttii Chm- Orli'HDx, Th'- Kildnri-wHox toMnMH'nr Ciir-
« dwHTlptlon h.-tt.r tlian ({l.-hnnmd Bnt. THh wHIit.
i])cnl hiH t)o.vhiHKl in thatjMrt of thi> iHliind. Im pt-ntiin

'iiKiV4>wi(h Mr. Pop*-. A v^rv HtninR ol.jw

pr.

R^

li<-

»'h<i Miwnt hiH tHivhoiKl in thatj«
«11y tn<-ltnfd tongivc with Mr. Pot - „ ,..,™
tion to thi» Wfw i* (htt dtrttanc*' inlNiut fortr IfHuuMi whichOartW HuyB hf *alM t" thf Wfntwitrd nfti-r rut Ing the two
MupiHMxd iMlnndx. Frtmi whtTP the nii»,t cMHtfm of the
miTen MlHttTn wtre to Ih- wn-n to Kilditre Rlvir would ti.)t In-
more thnn twfiity IfHfcU'-H. t-rt-n followlnK the Ix-ndfi of thi-
.-oimt. H.wf.<'nrtl.T'« IWW11-. dn not apply tn Hther If
thP alHtan<H- mUltid i^ slven w ith nnr dt^rrci- of wrarwy It
wonla)>^nion-spp1icaj>lt'to t'ape Turrnr than tu th*> Sfrt-

n

SUti-nt. (7an It V that thf dlMtHn<<<- of lurtv ImKUwi Mailed
waa an t-rroneooH entry fur a mtu-h nhorttT fun?

1544 the Mrig.lnlcns are called St. John; then

there wen- St. John's, Xcwfomidland, the

rive, .t. J.)hn. and r>thcrs. \o wonder
that, at a 'atei riate. ( Jovernor Piltcrson

complained of mails gffing astray, and a>ked

lo h-tve the name changed.

Xotliing further is known of the Uland
for a century. Xot even that greatest of

French explorers. Cliamplain. seems to have

set fiHit on her m res, although he was
aware of her existence. ( artier"-> discovery

would certainly have conferred upon I'>ance

the first claim to the ownership of the Island,

hut it was long overimked, or. prolwbly,

the I-'rinch were lOo busily emplovcd at

home, where thty had plenty of troubles to

engage their attention, to give much thought

to their North American ]>ossessions. The
Hretons ami Basques, as well as the Portu-

guese. I*'.nglish and other nationalities re-

sorted more and more to the Newfoundland
tisheric-. which were carried on l)eiore Car-

tier's time, and undoubtedly they would not

neglect the rich fisheries of Cape P-reton. It

is also inost unlikely that these hardy fisher-

men did not seek their fares round the Mag-
dalens. and in tlie teeming waters off the

shores of Prince Edward Island. But their

Imsiness was catching ami curing fisli ; rea|)-

ing the harvest of the sea, and not settlement

or exploration. It is even likely that they

would land and erect their flakes and shel-

ters on the coasts of these different lands,

hut there is nothing to tell u^ of what they

saw ur did. or how the Island lareil. or how
her swarthy inhabitants occupied themselves

during the long years when, after Jacques
I :irtier's visit, she slumbered and slept in all

the l>eauty of her forests and streams, her

bright skies and .splendid summer climate:

or how the winter months of isolation sped

awav.


