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appropriate means, including diplomatic or consular bags and messages in
code or cipher. However, the consular post may install and use a wireless
transmitter only with the consent of the receiving State.

2. The official correspondence of the consular post shall be inviolable. Offi-
cial correspondence means all correspondence relating to the consular post
and its functions.

3. The consular bag shall be neither opened nor detained. Nevertheless, if
the competent authorities of the receiving State have serious reason to believé
that the bag contains something other than the correspondence, documents OF
articles referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article, they may request that the
bag be opened in their presence by an authorized representative of the
sending State. If this request is refused by the authorities of the sending Staté
the bag shall be returned to its place of origin.

4. The packages constituting the consular bag shall bear visible externd
marks of their character and may contain only official correspondence an
documents or articles intended exclusively for offical use.

5. The consular courier shall be provided with an offical document indical”
ing his status and the number of packages constituting the consular baég:
Except with the consent of the receiving State he shall be neither a national ©
the receiving State, nor, unless he is a national of the sending State, 2
permanent resident of the receiving State. In the performance of his 1:‘unctiolfls
he shall be protected by the receiving State. He shall enjoy personal inviolabil
ity and shall not be liable to any form of arrest or detention.

6. The sending State, its diplomatic missions and its consular posts may
designate consular couriers ad hoc. In such cases the provisions of paragrap 4
5 of this Article shall also apply except that the immunities therein mentioné
shall cease to apply when such a courier has delivered to the consignee th®
consular bag in his charge.

7. A consular bag may be entrusted to the captain of a ship or of a commerC’s‘l
aircraft scheduled to land at an authorized port of entry. He shall be provide

with an official document indicating the number of packages constituting th®
bag, but he shall not be considered to be a consular courier. By arrangeme?
with the appropriate local authorities, the consular post may send one of i
members to take possession of the bag directly and freely from the captain ©

the ship or of the aircraft.

ARTICLE 36
Communication and Contact with nationals of the senting State

1. With a view to facilitating the exercise of consular functions relating w
nationals of the sending State:

(a) consular officers shall be free to communicate with nationals of Fhe
sending State and to have access to them. Nationals of the sendfrl
State shall have the same freedom with respect to communicati©
with and access to consular officers of the sending State;

(b) if he so requests, the competent authorities of the receiving St
shall, without delay, inform the consular post of the sending Staté
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